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Abstract

This study assesses students’ interest in curriculum innovation in secondary schools in Minna
Metropolis, Niger State. Four research questions quided the study. A survey research design
was adopted for the study. Sample of 370 teachers and students from three secondary schools
in Minna metropolis Niger state, Nigeria were randomly selected, using simple random sampling
technigue. Questionnaire titled Secondary School Teachers and Students Curriculum
Implementation Questionnaire (SSTSCIQ). The instrument was validated by two curriculum
experts from Ibrahim Badamasi Babangida University Lapai, Niger state. Using Crombach Alpha
Reliability Coefficient of the following was obtained from the instrument 0.76, 0.84, 0.79 and
0.79. Research questions was answered using simple percentage was used to analyzed research
questions. The result shows that 62.2% of the respondent agree with the statement while
37.8% disagree with the statement; in item two, the result shows that 38.4% agreed with the
statement while 61.6% disagree with the statement; in item three, the result shows 46.25
agreed with the statement while 53.85 disagree with the statement, Based on the findings, the
stakeholder as matter of urgent should organize workshop on way to incorporate teachers and
students in curriculum planning. Curricutum changes is needed periodically in order to have
positive impact of students’ performance and to acquit them of new knowledge
Recommendations; Since curriculum is dealing with students’ attitude as parts of its element,

their interest must be sought through devices such as questionnafre, getting in touch with

students representatives such as students union, parents or academic staff union. Also there is

need to pilot study of any curriculum innovation to be fully implemented.
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Introduction

Curriculum is often one of the main concern in the educational field. What kind of curricula
should we offer to learners? Educators and teachers are concerned about what choices are to
make about teaching content and methods. For the parents, they would like to know what
children are going to learn. Learners are also concerned about what kinds of content they are
going to have in the dass. Curricullum seems to be considered greatly as what teachers are
going to teach and in other words, what learners are going to learned (Atherton, 2010).

Adebayo (2016) opined curriculum change and innovation as effort made by education
authorities to change and adopt their aims and objectives of teaching and learning according to
the value, culture, philosophies as well as the resources at their disposal. Students, teaching
and learning in secondary schools are all objects and subject of the educational system in
Nigeria. Therefore, there is @ need to understand any change that may affects the subjects and
the need to observe the available objects on ground by the regulating body for the betterment
of the whole system. In other words, teachers, students, educational administrators and
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. ; need to be
educational and sdentific firms are all stakeholders in education and therefore

consulted, involved and informed for any changes and or innovation t;) tal'<e ?Laceafucjhizltiigg%
This is so because education is referred to an act or proceee of deve osesg the expanain,
(whether physically, mentally or morally) ones mental activities or senses; A
strengthening and discipline of one’ mind, the formin

character in order prepare and fi

2004). The results of these are determined by the knowledge, skills or discipline of character
acquired.

The concept of curriculum in education s always changing to suit the. need of society.
Curriculum can be extended to cover the part of the school curriculum which IS not formally
stated but which h
this refers to wh

as an effect on the learner’s social, intellectual and emotional development,
at is commonly called

managers should understand the

Gross and Godwin
by education authorities to change
and adapt their aims and objectives of teachi i

ching and learning according to the values, Cultures,
philosophies as well as the reésources at theijr disposals.

S, €mployers and communit’y
Aim and Objectives of the Study
The study aimed at i

Investigating students Interest in Curric i ;
schools in Minqa Metropolis, Niger State, Speciﬁcally, the study wualurgarlr?ndo vation in secondary
1. peterm_me the level of students awareness ang Involve el
, Innovation, planning ang implementation ment - about Curriculum
- Determine the Suitability of the curriculum been |
; 1€ Suitabi Nnov
3. Find out which direction does iNnnovated Curriculum i
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Research Questions
The following research questions were raised to guide the study:

1. Is there a need for the student awareness and involvement in curriculum innovation,
planning and implementation? i ;
2. Are the students involved in the planning process of the previous curriculum
innovation?
. Have those changes made positive impact on the students’ performance?

3
4. Is there any improvement compare to old curriculum?

Research Question One: Is there a need for the student awareness and involvement in
curriculum innovation, planning and implementation?

Table 1: Percentage of Students Awareness, Innovation, Planning and
Implementation of Curriculum

S/N STATEMENT NUMBER % OF NUMBER % OF
OF YES YES OF NO NO
1 The is need for students to be aware of 230 62.2 140 37.8

any curriculum innovation of secondary
school level prior to its implementation
2 Are students fully informed prior to any 142 38.4 228 61.6
curriculum innovation secondary school
level prior to its implementation
3 Does secondary school education board 171 46.2 199 53.8
formally inform the students in case of
curriculum innovation prior to its
implementation

From table one, it quest to determine whether the students are aware of curriculum innovations
that is taking place at secondary school level. In item one, the result shows that 62.2% of the
respondent agree with the statement while 37.8% disagree with the statement; in item two
the result shows that 38.4% agreed with the statement while 61.6% disagree with thé
statement; in item three, the result shows 46.25 agreed with the statement while 53.85
disagree with the statement. )

Research Question Two: Are the students involved in the planning process of the previous
curriculum innovation?

Table 2: Percentage of Students involving in the Planning of Previous Curriculum

Innovation
S/N STATEMENT NUMBER % OF NUMBER %
OF YES YES OF NO OF
1 Is there any need to involve students in 248 67 NO
the planning process of curriculum 4 122 33.0
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innovation at secondary school level

3
2 The students don't have the interest to be 147 39.7 223 60
aware of curriculum innovations at
secondary school level prior to its
implementation
3

Is Secondary school academic staff union 139
enough to fairly represent both the
students and its member in any curriculum
innovation stakeholder’s debate/meeting?

37.6 231 62.4

From table two, it attempt to answer the research questions that seek to determine whether
the students are involve

d in planning process of curriculum innovations. In item one, the result

shows that 67.0% of the respondent agree with the statement while 33.0% disagree with the
statement; in item two, the result shows that 39.7%

o agreed with the statement while _60.3%
disagree with the statement; and in item three, the result shows 37.6% agreed with the
statement while 62.4% disagree with the statement.

Research Question Three: Have those changes made positive impact curriculum on the
students’ performance?

Table 3:Percentage of Positive Impact of Curriculum on the Students Performance
S/N  STATEMENT

NUMBER 9, OF NUMBER OF 9% OF
OF YES YES NO NO

1 Does the changes make possible impact 263 71.1 107 28.9
on students’ performances?

2 Students are fully aware about the 98 26.5 271 73.2
curriculum innovation at Secondary school
level prior to its implementation,

3 Does the present secondary school 274 74.1 96 25.9
curriculum richer than the old curriculum )

From table three, the résponses attempt to answer the rese

determine whether those changes made had positive impact on SSJSanL’J%SeUr?:fm;:at sIee!< to
one, the result shows that 71.1% of the respondent agree with the statement rcﬁ ) |tegn
disagree with the statement; in item two, the result shows that 2g 5% by |e.28,9 o
statement while 73.2% disagree with the statement; and in item three tl.1 esult chayth the
agreed with the statement while 25.99 disagree with the statement, " reslt shows 74.19
Research Questio - i ;

curriculum?Q n Four: Is there any improvement in NeW curriculum compare to old

Table 4: Percenta

SN STATEr e of New Curriculum Compare to 0OIq Curriculum
NUMBER o5 oF NUMBER OF o OF
1 Do Nigeria minist : OF YES YES  NoO
for or against as Y of education debateq 133 359 237 NO
ny in i i . .
before fully it implermecy 2" ™ €ducation

64.1
y glementation.
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Does the academi staff union of 139
secondary school adequately inform
students on any curriculum innovation at
secondary school level prior t0 its
implementation

Do the ministry wait to see the outcome of 162 43.8 208
an innovated programme pefore engaging

in to re-innovation of just innovated

programme espedally in Nigerian

Seconda schools?

56.2

From table four, the responses attempt o answer the research questions that seek olt?j
determine whether there is improvement in the innovated curriculum compare toothe e
curriculum and the state of implementation. In item one, the result ShOWS that 35.9 %o of
respondent agree with the statement while 64. 19% disagree With the statement; IN item WO,
the result shows that 37.6% agreed with the ctatement while 62.4% disagree with T
ctatement; and in item three, the result shows 43.8 % agreed with the statement while 56.2%
disagree with the statement.

Methodology ]
Descriptive survey Was employed t0 gligt information from teachers and students on cumcd‘um
implementation in Minna metropolis Niger state Nigeria. The population of the study comprses
29,564 teachers and students of secondary school. The sample schools have an estimated
population of (308)teachers and students (6205). 300 and 70 teachers and students were
randomly selected from two secondary schools using random sampling technique. One set of
quesﬁonnaire was used for data collection, Secondary School Teachers and Students Curriculum
Imp\ementaﬁon Questjonnaire (sst scQ). The instrument contains two sections. Section A is
the demographic data of the respondent. Section B contains the items on Curriculum
Implementation. The instrument Was validated by two curriculum experts. To determine the
reliability of the instrument, 203 questionnaires was administered on pilot sample, Crombach
Alpha was used to obtained reliability co-efficient of awareness and innovation (0.76), planning
process (0.81), students’ performance (0.72)old and new curriculum (0.85) and on curriculum
implementation. The instrument was administered to 203teachers and students. All 203 copies
questionnaire were duly collected and analyzed. The data were analyzed using Yes or No.
Simple percentages was used to analyzed all the research questions.

piscussion of Findings
From table oneg, the table provides answer to the research questions on whether student aware
and involve about curriculum innovation, planning and implementation

in secondary schools.
item one, the result ShOWS that 62.2% of the respondent agree with the statemen{y whileogllS SE’Z
disagree Wwith the statement; in item two, the result shows that 38.4% agreed with. the
statement while 61.6% disagree with the statement; in item three, the result

agreed with the ctatement while 53.85 disagree with the statement. shows 46.25

Based on the above findings, the result reveals that there is high deman

aware of curriculum innovations, planning and im d for the students to be

plementation that i i
school level priof to its implementation. It is @ is taking place at secondary

Iso revealed that the students are not fully
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not fully informed on any
' hat students are - I
. i tion, also revealed t ' o mentation and also revealeq
gfﬁtrgle:moir;nzr\‘/gtj‘cr;p{aatngaecondary school Ieve: p’rl(f)r :s;:lse'gsfents i curricolum innovatio,
90 board do not formally infar i ross and Godwin (2005
:Jt;'ac:rstic ?tr;dian%li(::ec:tna(t)irc‘m. The results opposed to the ﬁnd;}régzts;tho gain or lose fros the)
who stated that. stakeholders is an individual_s or 'entmes \tflv  they involves shdlents, i
success or failure of a system or an organization, in educatio
education administrators, employers and community.

From table two

involved in the Planning process of the previous curriculum innovation. Irteaitrtwigqlegéoifxn?genrn?:e
research questions that seek to determine whether the students a S y o!

ations. In item one, the result shows that 67'.0'/0 Of the respondent
agree with the statement while 33.09% disagree with the statement; in item two, thfe result
shows that 39.7% agreed with the statement while 60.3% dlsagree; with the statement; and in
item three, the resyit shows 37.6% agreed with the statement while 62.49, disagree with the

74.1% agreed with the
tement, Based on the finding above, it was

Made positive impact

S is in agreement with
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