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Abstract

This study assessed preservation and use of information resources in Mo po/ytecl_mic
libraries in Niger State, Nigeria. Which are: Federal Polytechnic, Bida, Library and Niger
State Polytechnic, Zungeru, Library. Questionnaire was used to collect data from forty-
eight (48) professional and para-professional staff from the two polytechnic libraries.
The data collected were analysed using mean scores and standard deviation. Findings
of the study revealed that Natural disasters, biological and environmental factors_ were
responsible for deterioration of information resources and.photoco‘py/ng, re-binding
and fumigation techniques were adopted for preservation of information resources and
the challenges faced by polytechnic libraries included lack of pla/_vs for managing
reécords and lack of preservation policy and s_trafegy._ queq on the findings,the stud};
recommended that Management of polytechnic I/bra(les_/n Niger Sta{e shpu/d car% ou
Preservation exercise from time to time such as fur_mgat/on of the entire [/brary bltJ/ ff/ng
and should also employ the services of preservation consultants to train their staff on

Preservation operations.

Keywords: Information- Resources, Polytechnic Libraries, Preservation, Use, Niger
State, Nigeria

Introduction ; : :
Information resources are all the library materials found in the library tozzelr;/;e ?:slcll:ir;erg
users for the purpose of satisfying their information needs. Udoudoh ( e b e
Information resources as the summation of all _carners of mf_ormtg io e
Areas/needs which the library provides for hgr clienteles. [_)eteno'r.ell) lgn e
Worsening, declining, weakening and depreciating of something. I? ,!br ry Fi)nformatior;
deterioration can be define as a state in which the efficacy o |dra1r};le o
r€sources s being worsened, declined, weakened and deprec'ate'téelfand e
Cterioration of library information resources are as old as the library i
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i i er was invented and the wri on is decay
g?gzg'a(tze(l)ylgi g?)?nerd that the whole lot of re‘COF{jII Cgrr‘:tfi";'j: o decay tomorrow. At
prerent, its declaysas days gone by and likewise it will C o decay are human,

. ion resources t
the moment, a lot of conditions that make mformatlon ;ation s being cause d by some
environmental, biological and chemical factors. Deterio

- iousness of
y into inborn precariou
enemies of information resources and this can'be grouped into
the materials/inside variables and external variables.

Journal of Information Resour:

T ' esources from
Preservation is the art of protecting and safeguarding '”fezre”:\?:t?gnr as the art of
deteriorating.  Ogunniyi & Adejubee (2014) dgﬁned ?r ommunity. Preservation
controlling risk to the intellectual and physical heritage of a ces In the libraries.
techniques are methods used for preservation of information resou e b
Techniques used in preserving print resources such as text.boo.kS, ser '. CFI) — ané
government documents and reference materials in Ilpranes |ncl'ude. I(Ie fge e
dusting, photocopying, re-binding, lamination, fumigat|on,' shelving tog ow fr
flow and air conditioning while techniques used for preservation of non-print resources
like electronic and audio-visual resources include: digitization, use of hard disc and
flash disc, microfilming, air conditioning, cleaning and dusting, standard shelvgs,
Cabinets, boxes and vertical files etc. With adequate preservation of information
resources, there would be no doubt the use of information resources would be high, but

if preservation of information resources is not adequate, the use of information
resources would be low.

Use of information resources is the act of library users to ex
of library and its materials is normally vital factors in asce

services provided by libraries. Omotayo (2010) defined use as the capacity of
academics or researchers to exploit and conform technologies to Oveércome a purpose
or set goals. A better understanding of library use and its materials would enable
libraries to improve in acquiring of resources and service delivery to itg us

Consequently, it is necessary for polytechnic libraries to have adequate and availael;i;
rvation of infor

ploit library resources. Use
rtaining the effectiveness of
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polytechnic libraries were deteriorateqd du
long term access to them when they are n

the life span of these library resources, 1t
carried out.

e to several factors and this can hinder the
_ezeQed by library patrons and likely to reduce
IS in the light of the above that, this study is

Objectives of the Study
The objectives of the study are to:

1, identify the types of information resources available in polytechnic libraries in
Niger State;

2. find out the causes of deterioration
polytechnic libraries in Niger State.

3. ascertain _thg techniques adopted for preservation of information resources in
polytechnic libraries in Niger State;

4.  determine the type of information resources mostly used in polytechnic libraries
inNiger State; '

5. determine the challenges of effective preservation of information resource in
polytechnic libraries in Niger State.

or damages done to information resources

Research Questions

This study would provide answers to the following research questions:

1. Whattypes of information resources are available in polytechnic libraries in Niger
State? :

2. What are the causes of deterioration or damages done to information resources
in polytechnic libraries in Niger State? : :

3. What are the techniques adopted for preservation of information resources in
polytechnic libraries in Niger State? Bt nc

4. What type of information resources mostly used in polytechnic libraries in Niger
State? _ :

5. What are the challenges of effective preservation of information resources in
polytechnic libraries in Niger State?

Litera i '

P°|Ytectr:lnri§ :?;"a’:?aev: refer to those libraries establi§heq in pontechmcs tq support atnd
strengthen the academic programmes of such insFltutlons of Iearl_'nng as _|t gontlrllbct: e;
10 the total development of its user's commurnty by broadening their énte :ar::jh
horizong and inculcating in them a lasting desurg to stucjy and carry ou reesserveci
However, all these could be possible if the relevant mfprmatnon resources are pgr o
N the library. The main functions of the polytechnic library is to'acgglféoh%20125
Preserve and disseminate information. Olanlokun and Salisu cntgd lz ng it
?mUped information resources into two distinct groups, the printed a

Ol'mats_

: ; ion i rinted
InfOrmation resources: printed and non printed. Printed are information in the p

i journals,
format which can be used for study, research, reading, etc. they:;e ::;E;oogs)dgrfwment
magazineS’ newspapers, reference mat.enals, treaties, mc:-,t eg)’(aminétion question

OCuments, conference papers, manuscripts, pamphlet§, fp - ation which are not in
e etc.' Non-Printed Formats: These are carriers of inform
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which need
printed format. They are products of advanced technology

g v
: electronic and audio vxsga.

equipment for their usage. Collectively they are Eij“?/iiual - use them. EIeCtrOHIC%
sources which require both senses of auditory and le in the library. Examples 0
‘ri?hese are computer based information resources ‘av_allab els lectronic texts etc while
electronic resources are electronic books, electronic Jou::aac,:t disk read-only memory
examples of carriers of information are comput_er.S, Cr? g e information resources
(CD-ROMs), digital video disc (DVDs) etc. Auc_jlo. T GS( o es of such information
which require only senses of auditory for their use. a Edio cassettes etc. Visual:
resources are sound recordings, audiq-tapes, ;.)hono-dlscs,sae < of visual for their use.
These are information resources which require only Senicroﬁche it fcties SHitroe
Examples of such information resources are microfilms, m i ' s
card, filmstrip, transparencies, slides, VCD and DVD t_etc. Au io- If. i
information resources which require both senses of auditory and visual for .

Examples of such information resources are tape/slide programmes, videotapes, sound
films, video cassettes and video discs etc.

Ogunniyi and Adejubee (2014)investigated the strategies of curbing deFeriqration of
library materials in selected colleges of education libraries in Southern Nigeria. It was
discovered that the most prominent incidences of deterioration were broken spine of

projects, vandalism and mutilation of the projects. Furthermore, results showed that
none of the libraries has digitized the undergraduate projects.

were dust, wear and tear, excessive photocopying, pests an It

use of material, magnetism and biological aant%. ghe resjtgxsc:g\?v“és l;?\:]ct)’nfreqtlrj\ent
that both special academic libraries adopted cleaning and dusting, shelving to ISI] el
ﬂqw of air, security systems, de-acidification, technology p"esel'\’/ation rgf a ow free
migration to preserve their information resources. Th : reshlng and

. e findi i

funding, lack of necessary facilities, inadequate manpower, ;:gasd;evealed o quate
and users and security, autonomy and administrati ;
to do with some measy

res adopted by libraries to
materials or collections from being harmed, dama
some of the techniques used for Preservation of inf
cleqning and dusting of information résources, ph
lamination, fumigation, shelving to allow free air
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other findings revealed that inadequate funding was the most severe inhibitor to
offective preservation and conservation activities in the university libraries.
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NkamneDbe, Udem and Nkamnebe (2014) assessed the use of library resources and
services Dy students of Paul University, Awka in Anambra State, Nigeria. The study
found out the levels of use of library and information resources. The findings revealed
that students fairly use the library for their studies. Observation shows that they use the
liprary most during examination periods. It also revealed that resources currently
available are fairly accessible to the students. Furthermore, the study revealed that the
clienteles were satisfied with the services and facilities given by the library. Problem
militating against effective use of the University Library by the students were identified
and solutions were proffered. It was recommended among others that the habit of
using the Library should to be inculcated into students through avenues such as
organising library show, library orientation, library exhibition, and inclusion of use of
library as a course in the University's curriculum so as to attract students to the library.

Adeniran (2013) studied the usage of electronic resources by undergraduates at the
Redeemer's University library, Mowe. The objective of the study was to examine the
usage of electronic resources by undergraduate study of Redeemers University. The
findings of the study revealed that the use of electronic resources has tremendous
impact on the academic performances of the undergraduate students of Redeemer's
University; however, there is need for them to acquire more skills in the use of electronic
resources. ‘ ~

Kwadzo (2014) studied access to use of library resources by sandwich diploma students
in the University of Ghana. The objective of the study was to determine the library use
of sandwich diploma-students of the College of Agriculture and Consumer Sciences,
University of Ghana, Legon. The findings of the study revealed that majority of the
students used campus library facilities when on campus. Majority also used the college
library more than any other library on campus. The main reason for using the library was
tofind a quiet place to study. This was followed by the use of the internet. The findings
further revealed that the students did not receive any library orientation or user
education. As a result majority of students found it difficult using the library. With regard
o Improving services they received, they stated provision of more computers, provisiqn
of user education, acquisition of more current books, and extension of opening hours in
€ evening of the libraries during the inter-semester breaks when the sandwich
Programme is in session. '

Nieze (2012) carried out a research on Preservation and Conservation Issues in
cﬁ‘ec’ted Private Universities in South-West Nigeria. It was discovered that the
dllenges facing all Universities studied were lack of comprehensive preservation
Policy, trained manpower and funding, which also affects the infrastructural
Cvelopment of the libraries and their preservation policy.

Shameenda (2011) investigated preservation and conservation of library materials,
&Chniques and practices in the University of Zambia Library and its two branches. The
Study highlighted preservation and conservation issues which included managerla'l gnd
Nancial considerations including storage and accommodation, staffing levels, policies,
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techniques and practices in preserving and conser\ungttlalfnrqare\;ccess to them. The
information contained in them in order to ensure Iong £ 7ambia libraries were
research findings revealed that although the Umve_rsnty r? did ot provide a well-
involved in the long-term preservation of library materials, t er\(/ation was given least
planned preservation and conservation care because prese 2rving degrees in the
priority and conservation programmes were addressed in v n:qservatiOﬂ planning,
libraries. The study further identified lack of preservation ;md co rnent onfundiog
policies and weak commitment from the University of Zambia manage « and limited
of libraries at the University of Zambia. Also inadequate programme i A
preservation and conservation education and training among librarians were: il
forms of obstacles to effective preservation and conservation of library materla ¥
university libraries. Also revealed was the lack of awareness concerning preventive
preservation measures, poor handling and use of library materials.

Ogbodo (2011) examined the
libraries in South Eastern States
preservation of information so
disintegration of books and that t

preservation of information sources in polytechnic
of Nigeria. The study found out that the problem of
urces in the polytechnic libraries are dust and
he library did not adopt the use of modern technology.

Methodology
Descriptive survey research method was

; of Federa|
Population of the study, r 2ungery, Library formed the
—:6}:
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Results and Discussion

Table 1: Type of information resources available in polytechnic libraries

Polytechnics

S/ Information Resources Libraries
N FPBL  NSPZL
1. Dictionaries v
2. Encyclopedias v v
3. Gazettes . N
4. Almanacs vV V
5. Indexes and Abstracts y X
6. Directories ¢ J X
7. Newspapers v v
8. Projects and theses v J
9. Journals v N
10 Textbooks V J
L1 Electronic Resources v J
12 Audio - Visual Materials X X

Total 10 9

Keyl: <= Available x = Not Available
Key 2:FPBL=Federal Polytechnic Bida, Library; NSPZL=Niger State Polytechnic

Zungeru, Library

20178

Table 1 shows that the following resources were available in the two polytechnic
libraries. These include: Dictionaries, Encyclopedias, Almanacs, Newspapers, Projects
and theses, Journals, Textbooks and Electronic resources. Indexes, Abstracts, and
Directories were available in FPBL, but not available in NSPZL. Gazettes were avajlable
In NSPZL, but not available in FPBL. Audio-Visual materials were not available in the

two polytechnic libraries.

Table 2: Causes of Deterioration or Damages Done to Information Resources

S/N Statements X S.D

1. Rough handling of materials by library staff 2.84 1.00

2. Mutilation of materials by library users 2.99 0.99

3. Environmental factors such as temperature and 2.94 0.94
high humidi

4 Biglogical fatcytors such as insects, moulds, 2.87 0.92
rodents, bacterials and fungi A

5. Chemical factors such as acidity of paper 2.75 ’ -

6. Natural disasters such as flood, earthquake and 2.74 0.9
fire

7. Improper organization  and frequent use of 2.83 0.93
materials

Key: Mean (%)= Standard deviation = (S.D)
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i d to by the reésp
Table 2indicated that all the seven statements listed were agree

ing of materials by staff
s disagreed to. Table 1 also reveals that: rough handilt'r?(gi =2.99; 5.D=0.99):
Wiy \;va_z 84; S.D=1.00), mutilation of materials by users w midity with ( % =2.94;
o _er.1ta|' factors such as temperature and high hu bacterias and fungi with
gn[\)/z%ngl) biological factors such as insects, moulds, (odengif oaper with ( % =2.75;
(.' =l2.87'. S.D=0.92), chemical factors such as aC|d|t|Z e with (% =2.74
SB=0.94): natural disasters such as flood, earthqua if aterials with (% =2.83;
S.D=0.95) and improper organization and frequent use ted a5 they are all greater
S'.D=0.93). Consequently, all the mean scores were accep
than 2.50 criteria standard of assenting of mean.

. i rces
Table 3: Techniques Adopted for Preservation of Information Resou

> .D
S/N Statements % 374
1. Photocopying of printed documents 3.32 0.96

- 2. Re - binding of books and periodicals L ST .
3. Microfilming of periodicals 3.07 0.89
4. Fumigation of the library building 2.84 0.99
5. Lamination of charts and related documents 2.84 0.98
6. Air Conditioning of all spaces 3.09 0.90
7. Cleaning and dusting of the books and 3.32 0.92
computers

8.

Digitization of old publications of staff, storage of - 3:02

0.92
€- materials such as CDs, DVDs in containers or
cabinets and use of hard disc or flash disc to
store e-books and e-journals
9. Proper storage of audio-visual materials such as 21 0.82
pictures, charts, slides, transparencies, guides,

audio and video tapes in bo

Xes, cabinets and
vertical files :

).74 : ' %=3.09; S.D=0.
of periodicals with (=3.07; S.D=0.89), fumigation of the libra 00,
S.D=.0'.99_), lamination of Charts and related document
conditioning of al| Spaces with (x =3.09; S.D=0.90), cle
conf1fputers and televisions with (¥=3.32; S.D=0.92)
staff, storage of e- Materials such as CD-ROMs DVDslin contaj

: : / Ntainers, cap
hard disc or flash disc to store e-books and e-journals with by

respectively, Hence all the mean scores were acce . =3'02; S.D=0_92)
; ' pted as they are B
set for assenting of mean. The table also showed that réspondents djsy 2.50 Criteria
remgmmg one statemgnt which state that Proper storage of audio-vj st -W'th the
gsbplcttures, Charts, slides, trgnsparencies, guides, audio ang video tapes i
abinets and vertical files with (?(:2,12; S.0=0.82) which is bel = poxes,
standard. OW 2.50 criterion

0. microﬁlming;
rary building with (¥=2.84-
f5 With (7= g4; S.D=0.98) air
NiNg and dustin of the b

digitization of oldg e, =
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Table 4: Type of Information Resources Mostly Used
g/ Statements

X S.D
N .
1. Information resources such as books are mostly borrowed atthe 3.07 0.96
circulation desk of the library
2. Information resources such as books are mostly consulted in the 2.72 0.97
library

3, Information resources such as reference materials are mostly
consulted in the library

4. Information resources such as electronic resources are mostly 2.47 0.96
used in the library

5. Information resources such as newspapers, jourpals and
magazines are mostly consulted in the library

2.74 0.99

2.43 1.07

Key: Mean = (% ) Standard deviation = (S.D)

Table 4 is a reflection on the levels of use of information resources in polytechnic
libraries in Niger State. Majority of the respondents indicated that books with =3.07;
S.D=0.96) were mostly borrowed at the circulation desk of the library at a high level.
Books were mostly consulted in the library with (x =2.72; S.D=0.97) and reference
materials were mostly consulted in the library with (x=2.74; S.D=0.99) at a high level
respectively. Consequently, all the mean scores were accepted as they were above 2.50
criteria set for assenting of mean. On the other hand, respondents indicated that
electronic resources with (¥=2.47; S.D=0.96) and newspapers, journal and magazines

with (¥=2.43; S.D=1.07) were consulted in the library at a low level as they are less
than 2.50 criteria set standard.

Table 5: Challenges of Effective Preservation of Information Resources
S/ Statements

X S.D
N
1. Lack of competent manpower in preservation 2.50 1.06
2. Lack of plans for managing records 2.87 1.04
3. Inadequate funds to execute preservation programme | 2.84 0.99
4. Lack of institution to train library personnel on preservation 2.84 1.00

ractices

3 IEack of preservation policy and strategy s lgé
6. Indifference of the management towards preservation 2.84 0. .
7.___Harsh environmental conditions and other factors. 2.72 1.1

Key: Mean = ()Standard deviation = (S.D)

Table 5 reveals that all the seven statements were agreed to by the responde?tsiaL:kafg:
cOmpetent manpower in preservation with (x=2.50; S.D=1.06), lack © gervation
Managing records with (% =2.87; S.D=1.04), inadequate funds to execute pre el oh
Programme with (5 =2.84; S.0=0.99), lack of institution to train library penl'(Sj bt
Preservation practices with ( =2.84; S.D=1.00), lack of preservation policy a kil
With (% =2.84; 5.0=1.02), indifference of the management towards preserf’tal_‘ (x=2.72;
=2.84: S.D=0.96) and harsh environmental conditions and other factors wi : ;ve 2 56
5.D=1.12), Consequently, all the mean scores were accepted as they are :
Criteria standard for acceptance of mean.
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Discussion
The findings reveals that audio-visual materials were not available in polytechnic
libraries in Niger State. The non availability of audio-visual materials in the two libraries
could be due to the fact that audio-visual materials are much more complex. and
expensive to handle, preserve and provide access to in comparison to printed
documents. This is even made worse as tertiary institutions in Nigeria face problem of
inadequate funding due to poor economic situation in the country that even makes the
present administration to reduce funds allocated to tertiary institutions. As such most qf
the polytechnics in Nigeria find it difficult to acquire audio-visual materials for thelr
libraries. Availability of audio-visual materials is very important in Nigerian tgr‘tlary
institution libraries and that was the reason why International Federation of Library
. Associations and Institutions as cited in Mnjama (2010) stated that in no circumstance
should audiovisual materials be viewed as extravagance materials but instead they
should be considered as vital segments in a completely coordinated library services....

In developing countries the provision of audiovisual materials and their associated
equipment might be regarded as of greater significance than the printed materials on
the grounds that the level of proficiency is such that oral and visual communication is
crucial for the purposes of communication. Despite the fact that audiovisual materials
play an imperative part in the preservation of cultural heritage, they are often
neglected. Similarly, the findings also agree with Kalusopa (2008) who stated
audiovisual materials, just like other information resources, have not received the
attention they deserve. In many of the institutions surveyed, audiovisual materials are
not fully process and were not easily accessible.

The study reveals that rough handling of materials by library staff, mutilation of
materials by library users, environmental factors such as temperature, light and high
humidity, biological factors such as insects, moulds, rodents, bacterias and fungi,
chemical factors such as acidity of paper, natural disasters such as flood, earthquake,
hurricane, tornados and fire, improper organisation and frequent use of materials were
the factors responsible for deterioration or damages done to information resources in
polytechnic libraries in Niger State. This could be due to lack of plans for managing
records or poor allocation of fund to libraries to acquire preservation equipment or
chemicals to fight against the agents of deterioration. This finding is similar to that of
Adekannbi and Wahab (2015) who investigated comparative analysis of the
_preservation and conservation techniques of selected special and academic libraries in
Nigeria. The study found out the causes of deterioration in both special and academic
libraries were dust, wear and tear, excessive photocopying, pests and excessive light
frequent use of material, magnetism and biological agents. The results showed among,
others that both special academic libraries adopted cleaning and dusting, shelving to
allow free flow of air, security systems, de-acidification, technology preservation
refreshing and migration to preserve their information resources. The findings revealeé
inadequate funding, lack of necessary facilities, inadequate manpower, inadequate of
staff training and users and security, autonomy and administrative lags, power etc.

The study reveals that majority of the respondents agreed that eight out of nine
techniques of preservation of information resources listed were adopted in polytechnic
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libraries in Niger State. These technique included: Photocopying of printed documents
re-binding of books.an(.j periodicals, microfilming of periodicals, fumigation of thé
library buildingr lammatlon_ of charts and related documents, air conditioning of al|
spaces, cleaning and dusting of the books and computers and digitization of olq
publications of staff, Sthage Qf electronic materials such as Compact Disc Read-Only
Memory (CD-ROMs), Digital Video Disc (DVDs) in containers, steel Cabinet and use of
hard disc or flash disc to store electronic books and electronic journals. This finding is
similar to that of Olatokun (2008) who carried out a survey of the various techniques
used in the preservation and conservation of library materials in selected university
libraries in Nigeria. Findings revealed that preservation and conservation techniques,
though adopted in the university libraries, were not effectively in use although the
libraries all had preservation polices. The study also revealed that cleaning and dusting
of library materials was the most commonly used technique. The study established that
there are indeed incidences of deterioration, the most prominent being books becoming
torn and cracking and scratching of digital materials. Further results showed that
though some of the libraries adopt and use some digital preservation techniques, they
are still not effectively used. Other findings revealed that inadequate funding was the

most severe inhibitor to effective preservation and conservation activities in the
university libraries,

The study reveals that majority of the respondents agreed that books were mostly
borrowed in the library, mostly consulted in the library, mostly consulted also were the
references materials, electronic resources and serial publications such as journals,
magazines and newspapers are partially consulted in polytechnic libraries in Niger
State. This findings agrees with the findings of Nkamnebe, Udem and Nkamnebe
(2014) as the co-authors assessed the use of library resources and services by students
of Paul University, Awka in Anambra State, Nigeria. The study discovered the levels of
use of library and information resources. The findings revealed that students fairly use
the library for their studies. Observation shows that they use the library most during
€xamination periods. It also revealed that resources currently available are fairly
accessible to the students. Furthermore, the study revealed that the clienteles were
satisfied with the services and facilities given by the library. Problem militating against
effective use of the University Library by the students were identified and sc_)lutlons were
proffered. It was recommended among others that the habit of using the Library should
to be inculcated into students through avenues such as organising library show, !lbrar:y
Orientation, library exhibition, and inclusion of use of library as a course in. the
University's curriculum so as to attract students to the library.

The study reveals that respondents agreed with all the statements on the_a cﬂqllepgfast:f

effective preservation of information resources in polytechmc |Ibl’§ﬂ€$| |nk c;?elans .
| The statements include: lack of competent manpower in Pres‘?"Vat'O“'r:;mep ko
Managing records, inadequate funds to execute preservation PFI?CQ o T
’ nstitution to train library personnel, lack of pres_ervatlog rpmgrsfsll environmental
| Ndifference of the management towards preservation an

: i who carried
l “onditions and other factors. This finding agrees with that of Njeze (2012)

; - iversities
| ; i elected Private Universiti
l Out a research on Preservation and Conservation Issuesin S facing all Universities

" South-West Nigeria. It was discovered that the challenges
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funding, which also affects the infrastructural developm
preservation policy.

: who examined the
Similarly, this finding also agrees with that of _Ogbod% S(in?ls;)Uth e S o
preservation of information sources in polytechnic librarie: ¢ information SOUrces in
Nigeria. The study found out that the problem of preservation 0 d that the library did not
the polytechnic libraries are dust and disintegration of books an e
adopt the use of modern technology. The results showed among others o Nigeria, I
problems of preservation of information sources In polytec;hnnc libraries g
was reported that the polytechnic libraries adopted repairs, the use of i ; %a !
equipment, binding, .fumigation, air conditioning, proper Sto l'ghé
photocopying/duplication, use of insecticides and the storage of book away .from ig .
to preserve their information source. The findings revealed inadequate funding, hars
environmental condition, lack of good preservation policy and lack of competent
manpower as constraints to use of preservation and conservation technigues.

Conclusion

This study assessed preservation and use of library materials. The terms preservation
and use were defined. The concept of nature and forms of information resources,
causes of deterioration of information resources, techniques adopted for preservation
of information resources, levels of use of information resources and challenges for
effective preservation of information resources were highlighted. The use of chemicals
like hydrogen cyanide, carbon disulfide or methyl bromide to eradicate pests and
insects in the library, installation of fire alarm system and fire extinguisher to curb fire
outbreak, training and re-training of library personnel on preservation and among

others. Once these are provided in the polytechnic libraries, the level of deterioration of
materials will be reduce and use of information resources will be improve,

Recommendations

Based on the findings of the study,

improve preservation as well as the us

in Niger State:

1. Management of polytechnic libraries in Ni
acquiring audiovisual materials as part of
and visual communication is essential fo
assist the low level learners in comprehe
Audiovisual materials also play a vital role
asinthecase of archives.

the following recommendations were made to
e of information resources in polytechnic librarjes

ger State should make provision of
their collections. This is because oral
r the purposes of communication to
nding teaching and learning process.
in the preservation of cultural heritage

2. Management of polytechnic libraries in Niger State should install air condition
systems in the store rooms and library spaces and use of barometer and
thermometer to test temperature and relative humidity level within the library.
The use of chemicals like hydrogen cyanide, carbon disulfide or methyl bromide
should also be used to eradicate pests and insects in the library. Fire alarm
system and fire extinguisher should also be install to curb fi

Ayt _ Ire outbreak. Materials
in single copy should also be reproduce Into’many copies to avoid over stressing
of a material.
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3 management of polytechnic libraries in Niger State should also adopt techniques

" of preserving audiovisual resources through storing of pictures, charts,

transparencies, guides, slides, audio and video tapes, in boxes, cabinets,
ctandard shelves and vertical files.

4. Management of these polytechnic should provide standby electricity generator
for their libraries to serve as alternative to power supply as such this will enable
users to use information resources in the library both day and night and improve
the use of information resources.

5. Management of polytechnic librariesin Niger State should carry out preservation
exercise from time to time such as fumigation of the entire library building.
Polytechnic libraries should also employ the services of preservation consultants
to train their staff on preservation operations. There should be plans on how to
manage records. Adequate funds should be allocated for preservation
programmes. Management of the polytechnics under study should also have
good and willing attitudes to support libraries for their preservation programmes.
Preservation policy and strategy should be in place to guide the library to achieve
optimum preservation standard.

References

Adekannbi, J. O. &Wahab, F. W. (2015). Comparative Analysis of the Preservation and
Conservation Techniques of Selected Special and Academic Libraries in Nigeria.
Library Philosophy and Practice, (e-journal).Retrieved from
http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/libphilprac/1328.

“Adeniran, P. (2013). Usage of electronic resources by undergraduates at ;he
Redeemer's University, Nigeria. International Journal of Library and Information
Science, 319-324. Retrieved from http//www.academicjournals.org/.../...

Akande, S.0. (2010). Influence of knowledge and perception on persqnngl att?tud_e
towards preservation of Information Resources in Federal University Libraries in
Nigeria. (Unpublished Ph.Ds thesis), University of Ibadan, Ibadan, Nigeria.

Kwadzo, G. (2014). Access to Library resources by Sandwich Diploma students D t:s
university in of Ghana. International Journal of Academic Léjbra;yr (a) .
Information Science, 36- 45. Retrieve

http//www.academicjournals.org/.../...

Nieze, M. E. (2012). Preservation and Conservation Issues in Selectzdprl;rcitviz;e
Universities in South-West Nigeria. Journal of Library Philosophy an '
Paper 761. Retrieved from http://unllib.un.edu/LPP/1835/.../...

n of the use of
Awka,
1-22.

E Nkamnebe, €. C., Udem, 0.K.,& Nkamnebe, C.B. (2014). E"a'”at:% il
University Library Resources and Service by the students of Pau -r"c;urnal ),
Anambra State, Nigeria. Library Philosophy and Practice (tj’ . ’
Retrieved from http,/www.digitalcommons.unl/..../viewcontent/:c...

e ——

—(134f

ienerated by CamScanner




ation Resource Managemen g 5 No: 2, November, 2017 [ ]
J I of Information Resour M. t (JIRM) Vol. 5 No: 2,
ournal of In

Polytechnic Libraries in

i ion Sources in
Ogbodo, C. (2011). Preservation of Informati Education and

South-East States of Nigeria. Journal of Research in
Society,2(1), 230-235.

Conservation and Preservation

i . Problems of
Ogunmodede, T. A.&Ebijuwa, A. S. (2012). Pr of Literature. Greener Journal

of Library Resources in African Libraries: A Review
of Social Sciences, 3(1), 50-57.

4 i " : ing Deterioration of

Ogunniyi, S. O.8&Adejubee, F. V. (2014). "Strategies of Curbing _
Undergraduate Projects: A Case Study of Six Selected Colleges of Edlu%atlon
Libraries in Southern Nigeria". Library Philosophy and Practice, (e-journal).Paper
1036. Retrieved from http://digitalcommons.unl.edu/libphilprac/1036...

Olajide, A. (2013). Deterioration of Library Materials in Nigeria: Causes and Remedies
for Librarian. Journal of Research in Education and Society, 4(2), 97-98.

Olatokun, W. M. (2008). " A Survey of Preservation and Conservation Practices and
Techniques in Nigeria University Libraries. Library and Information Science
Research Electronic Journal, 18(2), 2 - 4. Retrieved from
http://libres.curtin.edu.au

Omotayo, B. (2010). Access, Use and attitudes of Academics towards Electronic
Journals: A case study of Obafemi Awolowo University , Ile — Ife. Library
Philosophy and Practice, (e-journal). Retreived from
http//www.digitalcommons.unl/.../viewcontent/.c...

Shameenda, K.L.(2011).- Preservation and Conservation of Library Materials,
Techniques and Practices: A Case Study of the University of Zambia Libraries. In:
UNZA Institutional Repository (Internet). Retrieved from
http://dspace.unza.zm:8080/xmlui/handle/123456 789/896

Udoudoh, S. J. (2012). Assessment of Theft and Mutilation of Information Resources in
Selected Academic Libraries in Niger State. Internationa Information ang
Library Review,44(3), 155-163.

Generated by CamScanner



