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ABSTRACT

Caman producsion had been a good contridesor 1o the Gross Domestic Prosfuct (GDP) of Nigeria, especially in
dhe 1900s and 1970s dut the commdution of cottoa o Nigeria's, GDP dropped sigiiicantly from 25% in (980
B2 5% i the prosent day. Out of 51 giancries which were in operation acrass the country  the 1950s oaly, 10
Despite all these factors, producaon still coatineed on a small and medium scale among famers. One of e
agvicaiture s best defemces ageinst plant-cating insects is BT (Bocilhe thurigiensis) fortification, Bt cotton
mfrs o 2 WMSECnic cotton which contains endotoxin protein inducing gene obtained from sail bactenium
Racilbes sasigiensis. It was developed © reduce the heavy reliance on pesticides which can either be sprayed
e the surfaces of crops 1 provide temporary protection or can be genctically engincersd o the crops ©
seosced it ageinst insects throughout the lifespan of the plants. BT has allowad the growers to avoid applying
isrge guantities of noteatially toxic insecticides. However, the widespread use of BT in many parts of the world
3as prompesd conceras thet insects might sameday bocome resistant to this important treatment. This is a valid
®cimology & <l yourg ad have pot beca understood by manmy, they bave contnbuted immensely fo
development of many new plant forms. Many poople have criticized the use of BT cofton, nevertheless, the
svaninges still overwhelm the disadvantages, and it remains the best gption o selve the problem of reliance oo
pesticidies im Nigeria. This paper discusses the coonomsc impacts of BT cotton and how it can be used 0
mcrease yields, profits, and living standards of smallbolder fanmers. It also highliphts bow Nigeria being a
sopscal country can benefit from introduction and cultivation of BT cottoa.

Cotsom {Gasrypisem Spp) resmains by far the most pnpertant natural fibee, itm 3% af&eﬁhmmu&u,
Ciottems & crocaaily irportunt for income and cmployment, provided its production and processiag is adoquate.
i Nigema, oo © the off boom. cotvop was tae of the main sowrce of foregga ﬁfwwm“‘ﬂw
soyer of labou after e public seotor (Ghadegesin and Uyovnisere ,m;m carent aﬁm\mﬁmmm
’NE”! 2 & reported by United Stases Agency for imcmational Developaent (USAID) {20123 1 120,000 tons 18
the yess 2612 Nigens and its eighbowhood cas indecd be called comon country Riessed wild just dhe aght
soil. climate. wod nanural sbundance of other necessives for the growing of the ciop, sad since the wm of te
v has beem 3 viable slernative source of couon after the Unitnd States Cotton i alse e awans 1
praspenty for several housand farmery @ the regon, who reap the dividonds of global domwend  Acoording o
Raw Material and Rescarch Development Couseil (RMRDU) (2004, conswmgeron of comon Tint by texide
indugtry @ Migeew 15 showt 100, 900 memc fons pivs of mees §5%.

What s BT
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o sand e e Ao senaitive we T Cvw | sl Oy 1 proteiss, whioh are spevific to thom. Othar
peseiivial i 4 wnallred By these proteins (he gone bask data base of Bacilhm Clenatic Sk Contre
(U Bave ivem o Bt ol ConUimmiel), O (Cyralyie) and Vip geses sither sysiiotic o madifiod versions
fown B Buringrennis Abowt 23 classes of Ury ochiding 126 Oty geses have bown ivgistored along with & (nt
gewe aimd 1 Vip (Vgemtive tavevtniinl junion) gese Pt pogasiarly e o fectvely wiilined are COry | Ag, Cry
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What e BT Cotten®

A gosstvpe o iivibal which B developed by e teuhmiqees of genets chgasering & refored © 8
wenagenie T other wondh, genetioally engloeered crganisns a0 called ansgeaics. A Wassgeaik eay be 3
plaw, an asimad o0 & acrobe Timmagvns planis contain Rsveign gooe o geavtally modifiod goae of e same
geves The Suvggm gews may be Bomm o dissanihy elaied enses, choaely related oo o0 wae laeed spevies oF
Rowm mre ceguncens s b an fongh. bacteria sl vieuses TR colon refen 1 aIREERR COOD whath contams
develuped @ (9 i whevve (Finley stal 1983) @ U S A Tn cotton, the Tl wramsgenio plast was developed i
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How Bt (Bacillus tharigiensis) Cotton wes Produced.
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