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NYANYA AREA OF ABUJA, NIGERIA
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INTRODUCTION

Insecurily can be seen as a sitwation where the life and propeny of citizens in a particular
Country of 3 socicty o not adequately protected (Omline Dictionary, 2015}, The word secunty
emznated from the Greek word Sc-Cura, meaning “1o be in a state of no fear™. This stale of
being free from any threa within or withowt underscores the imponance of putling In place
actions and structures thal can ensure the shelving of a people away from any harm, There
5 N0 doubt that security has been a subject that has attracted o rapidly growing interest and
concern among the scholars in social sciences wherehy a wide spectrum of 13suss on the
subject — security have beon studied and new breakthroughs and Nindings have been made
The cxperience of the world in recent times emphasise a paradigm shift in secunty discourne
Any inlemal or external threat challenging the authority of the State in monopolising
violence was conmdered as & secunty threal (Waoreaster, 2015), Fear, on the other hand, 15 a
strong uncomrollable, unplzasant cmation caused by actual or perecived danger or threat
(Brrzsh Dictionary, 2015)

Migenia, no doubl is an memizble country where thousands of people who are multi-cthnic,
muli-culiural and multi-religious co-exist However, competition for the control of socio-
poliscal and cconmomic suthorities among the various cthnic groups his led 1o series of
violence and civil unreszs (Ojo and Aycsoro, 2013). The problem of insecunly is nol only a
sectional or a regional problem mther il has became s global phenomenon that has atracted
the antenton of every stakcholder in the world 1odpy (Michacl, 2008). However, poor urban
planning design and manspement play a significant role in shaping of urban environments
tha! pul citizens and propermy a1 nsk (Akukwe, 2013). The dangerous dimension of the
insccurity challenge has become a great source of wormy 1o securily experts as they have
predicted that, what is on ground has shifled to the realm of tierrarism, a global phenomenen
whoere no one is safe (Heruna, 2012) I I8 regretiable, however, thal the secunly
organizations have fsiled 1o wckle the challenges. even as they have become the target of
terroniils who have never hidden their disdain for the intelligence and law enforcement
community (Alozieuwa, 2012)

In Nigena however, the mos pronounced terrorist aciivitles are the Niger Delta milluants
and the dreaded Islamic exuemist group popularly known as the Boko Haram which have
its official name as Sama " atu Ahlls Sunna, Lidds" owatt Wal-Jifiad, ‘This literally means
“people commified 10 the propagation of the prophet’s teachings and Jihad”, with the goal
of maiming activitics in Lhe north-castem pan of the Nigeria living some olher parts of the
country with termrori=l activitics such as kidnapping. armed robbery, and many others. These
have introduced fecars among the populsce of the country (Bello, 2012).

Nyanya is a satellitc town in the FCT it |s known for its high commercial activity and this
has atracted population 10 the arca; this has in wm caused crime such as thefl, anmed
robbery, prostitution, and other social delinquencics arc common found In the area. The most
pronounced incident that occurred is the [win hambing of the motor park that 1ook place on
1 and 14 April 2014 that led 1o the desth of 94 persons according to This day online news
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ol April (2014). However, the maccunty challenge facing the north-caitern pan of the

country in recent limes has triggered the : ng
the town congested. bE mavement of people into the 1own thereby making

rfu‘“‘l’ discounc of security n Nigeria, Oborie (2011), Jega (2002), Salawu (2010), Onyishi
EE. 11). Ezcoha (20 1), Lewis (2002), have identified several causes af SECUNtY Crusis in
Niperia thal pose serious “onsequences to national development, Highest among them |s
cthno-rehimous conllicts that tend 1o have claim many lives in Nigeria

STATEMENT OF PROBLEM

Abuja metropolis win designed 10 accommodate 4 1otal papulation of about 3 million by the
year 2010 and a Mmaxmum population of 4million well nto the 213t century in 2012 the
population of Abuja was 2 245,000 (NPC =012) but today, Abujs have a population of Abuja

urbanisation has the proclivity ef security challenges, This has however possess fear
amongst the dweller of Nyanya and also 1o the soclo-cconomic activitics of the salellite town
and has also threatencd the mutusl co-exigience of the inhabitants ol Nyamyn, Also os a resulg
of these blasts, trafMic congestion has increase making the journcy af 10 minutes the joumney

AIM AND OBJEVTIVES

The aim of this study is o assess the Challenges of insccurity In Nyanya Abuja, The main

objectives of this study are to;

I. Identify arcas within Nyanya thas are presently facing high sccurity challenges:

ll. Examine the efMiciency of the secarity sgencics responsible for malntaining a secured
environment:

HL Appraise the effect of insecurity on the socio-cconomic activitics of resldents of Nyanya
Abuja; and Evaluate the role of residents in maonaging security challenges

LITERATURE REVIEW

The present study relies huﬁlym:hdmﬂmmdlwgﬁuﬁumuww
formulated by Shaw and McKay in !ﬂl,ﬂhﬁngtmm:mduﬁdhchhg:h
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e the locanon of seoonly Eomcfomng e m O residential arcas in the oy (S
and McKay, 1322 Soepenad, 2010, (o znd Ayemors, 2013), belicving “that an csolopss!
theory of woxcal drorganualon sould sxplas e patterrs of cnmealiny” (Les s, 1996). B)
S ET WO CAFTY 06 aTens Mmappang e gnd McK ey 1947 ) noted it the distnbuton
et mze o crame did fice g crigen spatio-temporal factons in the cizy_ The theary posit tha
crimne occems mere n penicaly s of the cmlmmp_m“!‘mlfld relativehy il.-“ll-l.
within &iffrers srees dospis comsimss] changes in the populasioms who lived in cash 37
(Ope =d Ayssoro, 2013; Secpenad, 2010). In =rexs of the ciny where crme perints. fof
o=mle, the i of cnime sonloue 1 be comparstively huph yropective af which racal
or chric poc = the dominm pendets of thal arcs # tha particolar G0, =itk
m;minhmﬁmmﬂ:rﬁmmyﬂmm-imlun rae el
crime (O 3d Aycsors, 2013, Lewis. 1996). These obscrvations led Staw and McKay 1o
e conchamion = moc W likely # funstion of ncighbourbood dyramics, and not
rrerily a fincsion of tx mdniduals witha acaghbourhoods (Secpersad, ~010).

Shew znd McKay (1957) =ho noted the. e from the bk of behavioral regulation.
socially disorganaed norphborboods lended 10 produce ~crmmimal tradipans” thar could b
smszed o cucorssve goncrations of youlhs, This system of prosichnguendy agitudes could
be exuly lezmed by youths tiroosh ther daily gontact with older juvoniles. Thus, 3
nerghborhood chara—ewed by soci] doofpananalioh provides fertilz soil for cme and
hﬂn;lﬂ}ﬂtwnpﬂ:n;hlhﬁufhﬁﬂhﬁjmm:ﬂﬂ“ﬂmlﬂhhmuﬂhh
cultural transmisson of delinguent values (cited = Secporsad, 2010). The preson ey
adopts this theory 15 order 1o jusify the assemiom of social doorpanucalion theafy in the
lh'igznﬂmmmnmﬂnlﬂjﬂﬂﬁjmﬂﬂlhﬂhmﬂ that this
madmﬁtﬂmdﬁnﬂmnrnynM}ﬂmﬂnhuﬂuﬂimnnr
securidy threats in the whe sre=.

MICRO-SOCIAL THEORIES OF AND EXPLANATIONS OF
INSECURITY

The micro-social theory of secunty threal is one of the many theoriaa developed o enplain
the reason behind people’s violeni actions. One of the main developers of this theory i
mhﬂmﬂ,mmmuan violent situalions in gencral, 23 oppoued
1o the goneraslly practiced spproach which tikes an individualistic approach to explaining
violente {I.'n]ljm._:l.’n‘.'l'."j. He arpued that in Urying W explain violence, it is important (o “seck
the comours of onauon., which shape the emolons and acts of the (ndividuals who sicp
imside them™ sressing thal “d o 3 Gl lead w look for types of violent indlviduals, constant
scrons situstions™, Hence, in the opmmion of thu theory, though vielence is an attribute of
mmm.ﬂm:mmhhﬂﬂmﬂkﬂmdﬂdmmmn
nm!unml-hnm,hthnmr.w divorce or scparated parents, and
50 on, in the appropnale sMsations, are major cwscs viclence (Collins, 2004; Colljn, 2007,
Ojo and Aycsorn, 2013), this may not Always be the case (Callins, 2007). i
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Summarily, this theory posits that in an si mipl 1o proflor countermigasiines W violonée, there
arc af |east three methicds for gelling ol sirwations] details of viiben imleractions: recondings
(where violent soenes arg menially recorded and writen ), reconstructions (where s thormugh
silustional analysis i camed o Uuroaighy analyeang prevailing and hotoncal events), gasd
obervill losig (through & sociological, peychological and economic in drpth sidy ), and these
“are mosl deeful when wed in (S LT IlfjJrl. and A yerom, 2003 Collins. 2007

INSECURITY IN NIGERIAN CONTEXT

Migera in recent times has witnessed an unprecedrniod lewel of intecunty, This has made
national sccurity threal o be a major lssue for the povernment and has prompued huge
allocation of the nationg| Bldgel In security | Achwmba, e1 al 2013), Consequently, Azazi,
(2011} observed that in order 1o amecliorme the inzidence of erime, e fedeoral government
hx embarked on criminalizarion of terrofisn by passing the AnlisTerrorism Aci fn 0] 1,
installation of Compuier-based Cloyed Cireuit Television eamcras (CCTV) in some parts of
lh-: coumiry, o enhanse surverllance as well as ivestigation of criminal related oiences,
heightening the physical security messiires around the counery, which Is aumed a1 deterring
or disrupting potential attacks, sirengihcning of sccurily sgencics Throuih the provision of
sceurily lacilities, the development and broadcast el seeurity lips In Mass incdia Migspiic
these cfforts, the level of msecunity in the eountry is still high. To comobonaic this assertion,
GPI (2012) has simied that Nigeria has consistently mnked low in the Global Peace Indes,
signifying a worsened staic of insccurity in the country. Hence, Adagha, et al (2012),
Ubunmwuanghe and Aluforo (2011) argued that the eflona of government have not yielded
cnouph positive resulL

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

This swdy covered six (6) ncighbourhoods in Nyanyn Abuja memely: Nynnya Area ‘A’

Nyanya Aren ‘B’, Nyanys Area "C’, Nyanya Area ‘D", Nyanya Area 'C°, and Nyanya

Village, This research adopts a cross sectional research design method this type of reicarch

design is canfined in a particular place st specific point in time. Cross sectianal Aurveys are

studics aimed ot deicrmining the frequency (o level) of & pasicular attiibule, such as

Specific exposwre, discase. or the clfcct of 5 phenomenon in a defined population a1 o
particular point in time (Wikipedia, 2015).Similarly, a cross-sectional research is an
obscrvational one. This means that rescarchers record Information about thelr subjects
withoul manipulating the environment (Winter, 2009). In line with the above definitions,
this research begin with reconnaissance survey of the study arca, data collected from the
civil defence corps and police on arcas that has attracted high level of policing. persanal
intervicw was camied out on some of the residents on their perceplion on the problem of
insecurity in the area, GPS reading (coordinate) was taken from the arcas identify as criminal
hideout and 1he blasi scenc of Apnl | and 14 2014

In carrying out this research work, the multi stage systematic random sampling mcthod was
adopted to sample 138 households in the study arca for the research. This sampling method
was used to eliminate nﬂmiuiquihpﬂlnﬁmwﬁvﬁummhﬂhm
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Sz Faeld warvey 2013,

The rate of murder accurnmmice in the sudy aea wis nasessed a2 1o avall the rescarch the
oppoRunity 1o ascefti b bevel of fear. The mrvoyed dets revels than ).6% of the
respondonl sud the crime ocour on tlaily hanis while & 0% evperience murder on weekly
bags i the Mudy arca, 9 4% cxperience murdcr on mianthly basly and 79,0 expericnces
murder on yearty bazic. Table 4.4.

Tabis dd Level ol Marder Owrurrenee
Leved ol Oecurnonas Figpomoenis e
Llemly 3 1Lb
iy I Ln
Mceenl - 13 o
Wiarly 103 ]
Tioual 114 1 DL

e (el ey 2003

SUMMARY OF FINDINGS

It can be summarnised from the dats collected and analysed thay Area "B s prosemtly facod
with high secunty challenge with 30.2% level of insecurity compare 1o odher neighborhods
ke Arca A", "B, ‘C', and "D’ who have [4.5%%, 210, 14 3%, 6,.5% and bevel of nsccuniy
challenge. It was also decluced thai |5,2% of the respandents who are highly challenged lives
around Myzmya market, Nyanya village, Mararsha gate nrens respectively this is because
these arczs are densely populated and can also be characierized by busy comunercial
activities while arcas that are moderstely chalbenged with &0 % oy in anca "A" *B°, "C'
and 'D" whereay, 19.6% that are mencly challenged |ives around Makbile police Marracks and
Nyanya Labour eamp respectively. | lowever, arcas that are highly secired arc Nyanya Mopol
Barracks srea. with 15,1% while arcas (hat are moderaicly socurcd arc the Myanya labour
camp of Area “A", Arza B, C and D with 47.8% maderate security [cvel. Mamraba gaic.
Nyanya village and the Market Area arc having 23 %%, and 10, 1% which makes thesc areas

secured. The rescarch finds owt that both private individuals and government
agencies forms the largest sccurity providers in the study arca with 48.6% and 23 %%
sccurity proving rescarch findings also discovered that the spatial disirlbaion of scounty
agencics is donc 31 55,8% vet the residents 51(11 fieel the senie of insecunty



The cllectiveness ol palicifig in the study arcs (s a1 44.2% level of 8Mickancy while e

viglamle groud has 39.7% level of effectivesse. b was notsced that q:;ﬂ ::I.-n a:r'l.' [
eflective in the Sudy area bul human pusrd'wasich man comstiiutes 28.3% level of
-:iTn-.'llifnﬂh mare e, mad bumps sre have $14% lesel of inelMectivenes and

security/pusrd dogn has 37 T kovel of inefTectivensss with 30 4 level of eflecUivenass It
was also [::I:J!'I::rn:l hat DEJFhPm'ErJ-d security alarm abo have an [nelMectivengss level of
59 7% .|.|-.l.1 4 -ll'.*- kvel of effectivencss while sireet Lighs have bow level oF ineiMotveness
of 17.4% and ]_—_51- level of effectiverea, The research also limd out that militany personned
provides 4 1. 3% secunty ip MNyvasyve Concequently, the wse of surveillance cameras afe Aol
gflective i the dudy ares the level of B welfectivenes i 69 8% wamuig Ahs CAulion
sipm arr alwo nol effecirve wath 56.5% level af ncffectivencis. but lindings alio @me up
with 24 2% check pont effcctivensa

CONCLUSION

In conclusion, the major effecy of insecunty In Nyanyn Abuja. presents it sgll in thiee
dirnensions these dimenmons can be highlighted 1o be; mpid irbanizalion % Kich is Ihe fajor
cause of insecury m the study =rea, & well as poverty/ low economic status, lach of parental
care. social closs smong others  carcrully taben care of will lad [0 a reedewmence 0F [
blast in the study ares

RECOMMENDATIONS

The rescarch has shown that there 1s & geometric increads in the level of insecurily sl Fear
{rom J2.6% in year 2013 to 67.4% m year 2013, In view of thiy, fhe research reenmimensds

the Tollowing planning measurs o curbung msecurily i Nyaya

| Governmeni should strengthen i security forces In sreas like the Nyonya village,
Myznys markel arca and Marsrsba juncilons respestively o reduce the level of crinie
aceurrence in thos arcas

. Thare should be a joint secunty service bciween e government securlty and th
revident's security provadens 1o help conlan crime activitics in the arca.
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