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ABSTF?AEET,-‘... Coring 3 predominantly youthful society with high rate of unemplayment. There s the i
7 s fast bec g 8/ Teehnical Edvcation (VIE) to tackle the unemployment yh .

» and practical skills in Viacationsl and

- proportion. A descriptive Survey research 0esgn was ,
or data from the population of 102 respondents offering woodwork technology in the college. Hegy ,,)
ardson (K-R 2)) Formula was used to deteyy,,

adopted for the study. A structured questyy,,

W3S USEC g g3l ,
Cezvzang [evistion were used to answer the research questions Kuder Rich
vho nalability of instrument The relisbility coefficient of instrument was found to be 087, The objective of the study s ,

| of performance of practical skills acquired by technical students far self-empowerment, Students' apiniyy:
Slagy for self-empowerment after the programime, and extent to which study have scquired i

{
lowaras wooowork techng

Tree research questions were pastulated to guide the study. The major findings of the study were: practical st
during the course of training is adequate for students to be self employed after schooling: and student perceives

.......
iy i

that wondwark technology would make them to be self empowered after the training. Recommendations were based on te
Sndings of study which include: Federal Gavernment of Nigeria and all stakeholders should pay attention to woodwort
vay in particulsr and VIE in general as & means of avercaming unemployment prablems among the youth in Nigers

PO (e
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Modern to0ls, equipment and adequate infrastructural facilities should be provided for waodwork practical training

MUdct i t

INTRODUCTION country has had a pervasive unemplayment for over :
Unemployment occurs when people are without decade though. Nigeria is the most populated blact
- jobs and they have actively sought for job within the past nation in Africa and Bth in the warld with a population o
four week (L0 2007). Emeh (2012) refered to over 160 million people. According to Awogbenle ant
unemployment as & situation where peaple who are lwuamadi (2010), the statistics from the Manpower
willing and capable of working are unable to find suitable Board the Federal Bureau of Statistics Nigeria has 2
emplayment. Oviawe (2 | ; | i
SJ[dati:ﬂ in whi\;EWZu( lmmthhnEd .ﬁﬂempluymem o youth population of 80 million, representing 50% of te
, . .
. peaple who are willing to wark at the total population of the country. B4 million of ther
prevailing wage rate are unable to find jobs. unempl : Al
\ bk | employed. while 1.6 million are under-employed.
igh level of unemployment  and Th :
P _ . . e cause of youth unemployment is as 8 res’
ployment is one of the critical sacio econgmic f publi ; ical ant
of public negative attitude towards Technical &

prablems facing Nigeria (Salami 200). Nigeria is an

: Vocati , .
mpartant case study of the youth unemployment. The ocational Education (IVE) as education for the o

status - (Nwakamah, 2005). This stems from the
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image of ‘blue collar’ jobs which TVE offers, befare and
after independence, Nigeria education system prepared
students for basic ‘white collar' jobs. Over time, the
paucity of jobs led to high unemployment rate and also a
high level of poverty in the society (Moja, 2000; Ebang &
Leigha. 2006). The Nigeria society wrangly believes that
those who are not academically inclined study TVE
subjects. It is because of this reasan that most parents
are not willing to encourage their wards tg study TVE
subjects. The fact remains that most parents are apt to
want an academic education for their children whether
or not graduates increasingly finds it difficlt jobs or
not. They do not want their children to go to schaoals for
the purpose of becoming  Bricklayers, carpenters,
mechanic (Nwokomah, 2008). The urge for certificate
and degree in preference to technical vocational skills
stems from the fact that when it cames tg palitical
appointments, leadership positians and decisign making,
graduate with degrees certificates in other fields are
favored most than their counterparts with technical
vacational skills.

The Nigeria Educational Research and
Development Council (FGN. 2004) stated that vocational
education is that form of education which is ohtainable
at the technical colleges. This is equivalent to senior
secondary education but designed to prepare individual
to acquire skills, basic and scientific knawledge and
attitude required as craftsmen and technicians and sub-
professional |evel. According to Akaninwar (2008)
vocational education could be regarded as that aspect of
education which provided the recipients with the basic
knowledge and practical skills needed for entry into the
world of work as employees or as self-employed. For
Akerele (2007). vocational education is an aspect of
education that exposes the learner to the acquisition of
demonstrable skills building and skill identity. which
ultimately becomes a means of livelihood.

—ISSN: 2277-0011

Technical Education According to National
Policy on Education (2013) referred to that aspect
educational process involving, in addit

of

ion to general
education, the study related sciences and the acquisition

of practical skills attitude. understanding and knowledge
relating to occupation in various sectors of ecanamic
and social life. Woodwork technology is a study given to
students in Technical Colleges to promote a deliberate
sustainable development and poverty reduction becomes
and intervention plans to bring about learning which
could make the students to be more productive in areas
of economic sector, accupational and specific work
(Okwari, 2012).

The only way to empower the youth is to
“provide them with adequate and qualitative education in
order to make them job creators and eradicate poverty
(Sekenu, 2004). Many countries of the warld including
Nigeria have considered Technical Vocational Education
and Training (TVET) as relevant in Bquipping young
people with technical skills that would enable them
engage in productive livelihaods. However the United
Nations Education Scientific and Cultural Organization
(UNESCD. 2005) section for Technical and Vocational
bducation and Training (TVET) observed that TVET
programs have not led to ingreased employment, despite
the obvious need for technical and vacational SErvices.

This might be due tg dearth

of wage employment
opportunities f

or technically trained manpawer. The new
world economy requires innavation, training, reinventing
in vocational educatin and training that will significantly
favar the yauth Adequate practical skills could help the
“youth acquire the mind set and know-how to make self-
Empowerment or viable career option (Maigida, 2013).
In Nigeria today, the goal of making students of
technical colleges tg be productive and self reliance hag

not been fully achieved (Oni. 2007, Usar § Essien. 2012)
Usenim and Nwaji (2010)

have been turning out gra

nated that technical institution
duate at all levels of education.
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whereas at graduation most of them lack nmpluynbl‘hty
chills, work place shills and job generation competencies
Despite the facts that the world has gone globalization
technical education in Nigeria does not incCrease
aroductivity but rather 15 plague with inadequate of
schools industry link. new skills, standard delivery
strateqes
"~ from the faregaing, it is wel recognized that
vocational and technical education remains the key to
achieving  economic empowerment and nationel
development. The researcher is in agreement with the
various opinions expressed on the potential of vocational
_and technical education in equipping the learners with
practical skills necessary for self-empowerment
However, the extent to which this has been achieved is
not yet addressed. Therefore. this study investigates
students’ perception towards woodwork technology for
selt empowerment.
Majority of Nigerian youth are idle and some
“are involved in various social vices due to lack of
employment. Statistics revealed that B4 million Nigerian
youth are unemployed (Awogbenle and lwuanmadi 2010).
Cansequently they cannot raise their socio-econamic
standard and therefore cannot contribute to nation
bulding. Youth unemployment is & menace and
constitutes danger and a threat to Nigeria's socio-
_economic growth. As often said "an idle mind is the
devil's workshop” the joblessness of the Nigerian youth
today stems from  their  non-acquisition of
technical/practical skills. This is further aggravated the
youth negative behavior in the society as most antisocial
acts including thuggery, arm rabbery, militancy, Boke-
Haramist, restiveness, ethnic-palitical clashes and social
~vices in Nigeria could be traced to the high rate of
unemployment  (Dkafor,  2001).  Unfortunately, most
;e?ea;ch studies on youth unemployment have nat been
glved into vocati ' .
it un;:z:utf;zr:tczlf T{?ucaltmn Prugram as an
geria youth. This study
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was designed o investigate  students'

DEPEE tll]
wowards the woodwork technolagy  skillg g, .
Self.
nmpnwnrmnnt.
Purpose of the S tudy

The study assessed the perception of Nigg, st
technical college students’ on woodwark technolyg, :
splf-empowerment. Specifically. it examined:

| Whether woadwark practical skills acquipe b
tgchnical college students are adequate §

o

or
effective  performance  towards g
empowerment:

| Students’  opinion towards  woodygy

technology for self-empowerment.
Il The extent to which student have acquireg
woodwark skills for self-empawerment

Research Questions
The following research questions were raised tg
quide the study .
| To what extent does woodwaork practical skills
acquired by technical college  students
adequate for self-empowerment?
Il What are the students' opinions toward
wondwork technalogy for self-empowerment?
. What are strategies employed in teaching that
lead to student self-empowerment?

METHODOLOGY

Survey research design was adopted for 1
study. According to Nwargu (2008) survey design is U
study of a qroup of people. collecting and analyzing 62
fram a few peaple cansidered to be representatives ©
the entire group. The design was therefare appropre
for the study since it was to solicit information 12"
woodwork technology students through the UsE

questiannaires on woodwark technalagy for youtf s
Empowerment.
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The study was conducted at Government
Technical College New-Bussa, Pandongari and Minna
Niger State. Nigeria. The choice was informed by the fact
that these institutions trained students on various fields
in woodwork Technology, with a large population of
students and resource materials needed to carry out the
research study. The population of the study was all
woodwork  technology  students  obtained  from
Government Technical College New-Bussa, Pandongari
and Minna Niger state comprising of one hundred and
two students. The sample was made of all 102 woodwork
technology students in the woodwork Department of
Government technical colleges, New Bussa, Pandongari
and Minna, Niger State. Since the sample size was small
the entire population was used.

30-items structured questionnaire developed
from the literature reviewed was used for the data
callection. Section A had 10 items on the student
performance in practical skils acquired in woodwork
technology. Section B contained 10 items information on
students' opinion towards woodwork technology for self-
empowerment. While section C also contain {0 items
information on strategies employed by the instructor in
his teaching. The questionnaire was designed five point
respanse scales of Strangly Agree (SA), Agree (A),
Undecided (U). Disagreed (D) and Strongly Disagreed
(SD). The instrument was face validated by 4 experts
from the department of Industrial and Technalogy
Education, Federal University of Technology, Minna,
Nigeria, to structure and arrange the items. A corrected
version reflecting the experts’ advice was used to draft
the final copy of the questionnaire. A pilot testing of the
questionnaire was carried out with fifty respondents
(woodwark students) of Government Technical College
Bida. Niger State. Nigeria. Cronbach Alpha Formula was
used to determine reliability coefficient of the
instrument. A reliability coefficient of 0.87 was obtained,

The  majority of individuals correctly  reported

P SR
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Cronbach's alpha as the measure of internal consistency
with efficient reliability (Gliem & Gliem, 2003). The data
collected for this study is from a self-administered
structured questionnaire conducted by the researcher
during the lecture classes of woodwork at Government
Technical College, New Bussa, Pandongari and Minna,
Niger State. One hundred and two (102) copies of the
questionnaire were administered on the respondents
and retrieved with [00% return rate.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The data collected was analyzed using mean
and standard deviation. The mean value at 2.50 and
above is regarded as agree while mean below 2.0
isregarded as disagree. The Data was computed
usingstatistical package far social sciences (SPSS

versian22.0).

L A A

(B8 TR g0 TV vty S

N Al A Pt b e



r 01 6 ISSN: 225
F ‘o,f} vu[‘ 4 {1}, Ma (h‘ 2 — L. -ZL_‘)L!
ATBU, Journal of Science, Technology & Fducation (10! K 1

) 1W ) t?
I . | wont does waodwork adequate for self-empowermen
desearch (Question one: wh t pxtent does WHEEEEEE
ractical sklls acquir ed by techmi al school students
e ooaead by woodwork students
¢ cvendacd doviation of the res .t on practical r.lrnll.s.»mnn[! e
Table t Means and standard deviation of ,th' respondent on prat Mean Standard m\
S/No  ltems N deviation
R —— . 2.3l 0.48 Aar
I el sklls acquired by woodwark students during the course of HEe
training enable them to produce some househald furniture
3.69 0.48 Agre
2 Practical skils acqured by woodwork students during the course of dree
training enable them to repair SOME spoilt furniture
. 46 0.92 Agre
3 Practical skills acquired by woodwork students during the course D][ 3 gree
training enable them to understand and interpret the aspects 0
woodwark in building plans
; A4
4 Practical skills acquired by woadwork students during the course of 323 0 Agree
training enable woodwork students to understand and follow safety
precautions guiding the profession
5 Practical skills acquired by woodwaork students during the course of 362 0.3l Agree
training enable them to work and share ideas with other colleagues in
the profession
B Practical skils acquired by woodwark students during the course of  3.04 0.52 Agree
training enable them to make use of modern machines
7 Practical skills acquired by woodwork students during the course of 277 0.83 Agree

training enable them to handle sophisticated equipment during
practical work
8 Practical skills acquired by woodwark students during the course of  3.62 0.3l Agree
training enable them to dismantle and assemble some companents of
furniture work.

E Practical skills acquired by woodwork students broaden their  3.77 (.44 Agree
knowledge and understanding in handling practical issues | g
i0 Practical skills acquired by woodwork students during the course of  3.85 0.38 A
. : gree

training enable improve the general performance in woodwark
technology profession.

The results from table | shaws th '
e rees at all theitems had that practical skl i i
nean value grester than 2.3 cut-off point, The resylt oo SR U GO ;

sclosed tha . training wi ,
disclosed that respondents agree with item I-10. This ining will enable them ta perform better in profession

implies that students in technicg| college agreed in future.
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Research (uestion two What are the students’ opinians empawerment?
toward woodwork technology  for enhancing  self-

Table 2: Means and standard deviation of the responses on students” opinions towards woadwork technolagy for self-

empowerment
$/No ltems Mean  Standard Decision
(X) Deviation

il Students undergoing wondwark technology training will have 349 07 Agree
more job opportunities and better payment,

2 Based on practical skills acquired during the course of 3.4l 0.73 Agree
training. | preferred to engage in woodwork technology for
self-empowerment,

13 Woodwork technology has a brighter future for self- 3.36 0.78 Agree
empowerment of Nigerian youths

14 Woodwark technolagy prepares me for job after schadl 3.32 0.2 Agree

15 Woodwork technology provided adequate skils for self- 3.38 0.78 Agree
empowerment. .

16 Woodwork technology courses teaches me skills needed by 3.45 0 Agree
wood workers in world of work

17 The woodwork technology prepares to have my shaps. tools 3,44 (.62 Agree
and equipment for self employment after schaal.

18 The projects and assignments during the course of study  3.44 0 Agree
prepared me for future challenges

19 My interest in woodwork technalogy has increased since | 3.48 (.62 Agree
have been in the course

20 Many Nigerians have made a lot of fortunes from woodwark 338 0.70 Agree
technology profession.

Table 2 shows that all the items had mean woodwork technology will enable them to be self-

value greater than 3.0 cut-off paint. The result disclosed empowered after schoaling

that respondent agreed with items 10-20. This implies

that students of technical college perceived that Research Question three: To what extent do students

acquire skills for self-empowerment through waodwork?
Kareem, W. 8., Maaji, 5, A, & Mohammed, B, M. Copyright © 2015 JOSTE. All Rights Reserved (www.atbuftejoste.com)
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Table 2: Means and stomeard by e i—
Yor T Mean Standard m

S/No [tems (X) Deviation -
79t (67 o
wernn of time for l"'-”-h""tj‘ in the 2 J Agree
| i 057 Aares
22 A l ¢ od laboratory technologist handles the teaching af 3 Agreg
bioe 9.0 06l et
23 The interest and commitment of our instructor I teaching 326 gree
areatly enhanced our understanding of the subject. o3 058 e
24 | scoured enough practical knowledge through the quality 9
nstructor handing the teaching of woodwork . - o
i : : ee
25 Our school central workshop was well equipped to enhance J g
the practical's acquisitian
jil} 0.52 Agree
26 | have persanal interest in woodwork trade | g o s AQF
27 My school made adequate provision of materials for practical. o : gree
' tin
Students are exposed to new toals and equipmen
0.63 Agre
28 woodwork 3.20 qree
28 Students are exposed to different types of modern woodwork 3.2 0.67 Agree
materials and their characteristics
30 Students embark on industrial trainings and workshop during  3.16 0.59 Agree
the holidays
Table 3 shows that all the items had mean Danjuma. . M. & Adamu A. Y. (2007) who observed th
value greater than 3.0 cut-oft point. The result showed vocational and technical education training such
that respondent agreed with items 20-30. This is an furniture crafts, uphalstery and ornamental design
indication that students of technical college are exposed are necessary trade required for youth sef-
to adequate practical work that could enable them to be empawerment. In anather development, further study &
sell-empowered Ofcha (2011). showed that, generally Nigerian technc:

students have learnt significant self-employable skils °
Vocational Technical Education. This implies  the!
acquisition of skills are major requirements in all face
of national economy, therefore, the need to engag
technical college students in a befitting practical skis
that will enable them to be job creator rather than jct
: seekers (Galadima, 2003).

- __E-:H‘%M_l . I
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DISCUSSION OF THE FINDINGS

The result obtaned from table | revealed that
all items except number 7 are the factors that
determines the extent to which woodwark practical skills

scquired by technical school students are adequate for
self-empowerment which is i ne with Bello, M. |
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Research question 2 has to do with the
opinions of students toward woodwark technology for
self-empowerment. The result obtained from table ?
revealed that all items that all items confirmed student
opinion that ~ woodwork technology enhances self-
employment which is in line with the view of Maigida,
Saba & Namkere (2013) who observed that adequate
practical skills could help students acquire the mindset
and know how to make self-empowerment or vighle
career options. In view of these, it is ohvious that
vocation and technical education remain a key to
achieving student self-empowerment for natignal
development. The researcher is in support of the various
opinion express by student as regard acquisition of skills
in woodwork technalogy for self-empowerment.

The findings from table 3 shaws that all items
are factors influenced students of technical college
exposure to adequate practical work that could enable
them to be self-empowered which is in line with Adekoya
(1838) who claimed that for the Nigerian youth to be
empowered economically they should be given the
necessary skill acquisition and for this to be done the
curriculum should be effectively implemented. Oli (2000)
believed that to ensure a positive future for Nigeria, the
youth who are believed to be the future leaders of the
country ought to be well equipped with basic skills to
drive the ecanomy. Omotosha, ldowu, Esere and Arewah
(2008] citing Ipaye [I988] posited that one of the
developmental tasks of the youth is to be self-
empowered, which invariably arises from the youth
becoming gainfully employed.

CONCLUSION

The study established that practical skill
acquired by students in technical colleges is adequate
for self-empowerment as it enable them to produce
some househald furnitures, understand and interprets
the aspect of woodwark in building plans and also

__ISSN: 2277-0011

enables them to handle sophisticated equipment during
practical works among others. This implies that in order
to encourage youth  self-empowerment in Nigeria,
greater emphasis must be placed an teaching students
of technical colleges enough practical skills especially in
woodwork technology. It was also established in the
study that technical colleges students have positive
opinion as regard the acquisition of skills in woodwaork
technology for self-empowerment based on the fact that
students undergoing woodwork technology training in
technical colleges will have more job opportunities and
better payment. As established in the research result,
students in technical colleges believed that woodwaork
technalogy has a brighter future for self-empowerment,
The study also shows that the level of practical skill
acquired by students of technical colleges is adequate
for self-empowerment in Niger State of Nigeria.

RECOMMENDATIONS

The woodwork technology curriculum  and
practical training should be improved upon in order to
mativate the students in studying woodwork trade, and
encourage unemployed youths to study the trade for
self-empowerment. Also, Special financial support (soft
loan) should be given to woodwork technology students
after completion of their program to enable them to
establish on their own.
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