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ABSTRACT

'Ilnh\L(:Ccr:LLI;lncﬂl; ;\,Qrff]:tnglzzil:é: stuiq‘\{ ll;\?‘ facton:s affecting students Chqicc: of woodwork trade
b Boppelhmses feated m‘() b;?c()v;”;f :ig;,cr.;‘mlc‘ TW? r"csearch questions werc answered and
research design was acloptéd for the Qliur?l';‘(}:\ancc or p i3 'fOF e S_tlldy. ctormie
e e c”‘. B ol : stu y. The major purpose of this stu_dy is to .dctcrmme

iclors a ccting influencing student choice in wood work trade in vocational and
technical colleges in Minna, Niger state and strategies to motivate student choice in wood
wm.'k trade in vocational and technical colleges in Minna, Niger state. The literature was
l‘C\flcwcd in line with the two research questions, and the null hypotheses were formulated to
guide the study. in which scveral sub-hcadings were discussed as regard to the purﬁose of the
study. The rescarch design use for this study is survey research design in which questionnaire
was formulated to solicit information from the respondents. The target population ol the
study comprised of students and teachers. The total population for the study was 192 which
consisted of 100 students and 12 teachers in te~hnical colleges. Data obtained was analyzed
using mean, standard deviation and t-test statistics. The finding also revealed that Poor
provision of infrastructural facilities such as library, classroom blocks, workshops,
laboratories and recreational facilities, unskilled technology technical education teachers.
Teachers should Become a role model for student interest and encouragement from the

socictal attitude towards woodwork trade. The study concluded and recommended the

following: Government should provide infrastructural facilities such as library, classroom
blocks, workshops, laboratories and recreational facilities, Government should provide
ods, glues ctc. for student’s

woodwork consumable materials such as wood nails, wires, T
practical, Retraining of technology technical education teachers for effective teaching and
teachers should become a role model for student interest.

Keywords: Woodwork. Trade, Technical Schools, Students, Teachers

INTRODUCTION

A nation is made up of people whose individual contributions improve national

growth and development. An individual need to develop and acquire necessary skills to

enable him meet his personal and national aspirations. Vocational and Technical Education

(VTE) leads to the acquisition of skill and technicues in chosen occupation or profession to

enable an individual earn a living. The Federal Government of Nigeria (FGN, 2004) viewed

vocational and technical education as those aspects of the educational process involving, in

addition to general education, the study of technologies and related sciences and acquisition
of practical skills, attitudes, understanding and knowledge relating to occupations in various
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Wagner and Kicklighter

(2009) the woodwork trade requires students to demonstrate
skills for good performance in frame construction, ¢

arcase construction, stool construction
and the use of tools and cquipment to cffectively ¢

onduct in woodwork practical project,
Hence students in woodwork technology need to

acquire appropriate skills in order to be
employable in woodworking industries or become

self employed. Skill according to Okorie
(2011) means expertness, practised ability,

dexterity and fact, Osuala (2012) defined skills as
the competent to perform eff iciently and expertly in one or more kinds of repetitive process,

jobs or special cquipment demanding manual dexterity, Abdull

nhi (2010) opined that a skill
is the capability of accomplishing a job with precision of cert

ainty, practical knowledge in
combination with ability,

cleverness and expertness. Okorie and Ezeji (2007) remarked th
to possess a skill is to demonstrate the habit of acting,

activity in such a way that the process becomes n

at
thinking or behaving in a specific

atural to the individual through repetitive
practices. Osuala (2004) asserted that most technical skill training

actually present greater
challenges to the learner by integrating practical work, theoretic

al knowledge, observation,
ability and encouragement in an occup

ation. The expected usefulness for acquiring skills in a
trade is the recipient to excel on the job.

Therefore, include ability to create jobs and earn a living through

application of acquired
practical skills especially in woodwork trade is paramount for students that are interested are

interested and choose to learn woodwork trade.
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health is influenced by the type of work the individual.

n other words, a person's choice plays an important role in his entire life. A vocational
choice is a profession, occupation employment by which one earns his living especially one
for which he has a period of training in an institution or through apprenticeship. Choices is
influenced by personal, social, economic and many other factors, choice decision-making is
not an easy task, yet at one time or the other, individuals are faced with the task of making
choice in carcer, preparing for it, starting it and making progress in it. The choice point is
undoubtedly the most critical stage. This is because making a wrong career decision can mar
one's happiness
in life as this could result to vocational maladjustment. Inappropriate career-decision made
may spell doom not only for the individual but also the entire society. In view of the
foregoing, the need to equip our students with appropriate career-decision making skills
pecomes highly imperative. It has been recognized recently that for a person to make realistic
decision his level of self-efficacy can indeed be very influential. It is one thing to demonstrate

interest in a particular occupational field: it is another thing to have confidence in one’s

ability to successfully undertake the task involved.

According to Ozioma (2011) the Federal Government wants technical education to occupy a
prominent position in our schools; Nigerian schools pay little or no attention to technical
education. teachers and students seem not to understand what it is all about and comequemly
develop some contempt and aversion for technical courses and subjects, teachers, and
students now makes technical education to be unhealthy. However, many of the occupation
and trades in technical education are regarded as ignoble and unbecoming, an average
Nigerian parent does not want his son or daughter to earn a living as a full time farmer,
plumber, brick/block layer, carpenter and woodwork. For many Nigerians, these trades are

for the poor and underprivileged (Ozioma, 2011).
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cntial for independent life met up with personai and family needs more especially in this
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It is not surprising that students are not interested in vocational/technical subjects. Osuala
(2009) opined that, at the heart of our socicty and economic problem is a national attitude that
implies that vocational/technical courses are designed for somebody else’s children and is
meant primarily for the children of the poor. Could this same actitude be shared by students.
Thus, it makes the students lack interest in the study of vecational courses particularly

Woodwork technology or do they lack the ability to pursue skill training in woodwork trade?

Purpose of the Study

1. Factors affecting influencing student choice in wood wark trade in vocational and

technical colleges in Minna, Niger state.

2. Strategies to motivate student choice in wood work trade in vocational and technical

colleges in Minna, Niger state.

Research Questions

1. What are the factors affecting student of wood work trade in vocational and technical

colleges in Minna, Niger state.

2. What are the strategies to motivate student choice in wood work trade in vocational

and technical colleges in Minna, Niger staic.

Hypotheses
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METHODOLOGY

This study is a descriptive survey research design because it will elicit opinions of students
and teachers of Technical colleges in Niger State. The study was conducted in technical
colleges in Niger State. The population for this study is 320 respondents, consisting of 300
students, and 20 Teachers from technical colleges in Niger State. A simple random sampling
techniques was used to select 3 (Three) Technical colleges in Niger state. A structured
questionnaire was used to collect data for this study. The questionnaire was developed
through review of literature. The questionnaire was used to elicit relevant information from
the subjects used for the study. To ensure the validity of the instrument, it was validated by
(wo experts. Cronbach Alpha statistics was used to determine the reliability coefficient and
the reliability coefficient of the instrument using Statistical Package for Social Science
(SPSS) was use to computed. The Cronbach Alpha statistics reliability index ranging from
(.70 and above is considered to be internally consistent, reliable and suitable for use in a
research study. The rescarcher administered the instrument with the help of three trained
rescarch assistants. Data collected from the respondents was computed using mean to answer

the questions and standard deviation and T-test analysis.
RESULTS

Research Question One

What are the factors affecting student’s choice of wood work trade in vocational and
technical colleges in Minna, Niger state?

Table 1: Mean responses of students and teachers on the factors affecting student’s
choice of wood work trade in vocational and technical colleg:s in Minna, Niger state.

N] = ]80, Nz= 12
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2 OOr provision of woodwork 310 03
- ) J. 32 3, 2
;?:;:Ul\l\ll:hh r‘nntcrmls such as wood 025033 313 Figres
SN, wIres, rods, glues ete for

. student’s practicals,

d Unskilled technology techp;
sdiEabion lcachcrs,M technical 296 031 300 034 071 2098 Agree

;l Iimllcd hmdmg of woodwork trade. 299 028 305 037 021 3.02 Agree

) Poor scholarship scheme for 2.67 023 285 041 027 276 Agree
woodwork Students )

6 peer pressure 255 026 260 0.16 0.21 258 Agree

7 Physicnl facilities and hours of 199 022 202 031 0.23 201 Disagree
Instruction

8 Poor public relations practice by 3.04 029 3.10 0.13 027 3.07 Agree
administrators and lecturers of '
woodwork department

0 Discrimination of technical college 346 028 365 0.17 071 3.56 Agree
graduates. '

10 Poor socictal attitude towards 320 0.19 330 0.34 073 325 Agree
woodwork trade

11 Societal perception tha: woodwork is  2.74 0.81 2.30 0.61 058 2.77 Agree
for dull and unintelligent students. .

12 Socictal perception that woodwork is  2.53  0.70 2.54 0.75 0.63 2.52 Agree
for the less priviledge in the society.

13 Poor societal recognition of technical  3.03 070 3.00 0.46 0.33 3.02 Agree
education.

14 Member of the society lacks 3.15 041 320 0.84 033 3.18 Agree
awareness on the objective and
prospects of woodwaork trade. .

Key

N, = Number of Students

SD, = Standard deviation of Students

Na = Number of Teachers

SD, = Standard deviation of Teachers

X = Mean of Students

Xa = Mean of Teachers

X, = average mean of Students and Teachers

The result presented in table | shows that the mean value of all the items agree with the
factors affecting student of wood work trade in vocational and technical colleges in Minna,
Niger state, except the mean yalue of items 7 disagree with th~ factors affecting student of
wood work trade in vocational and technical colleges in Minna, Niger state. The standard
deviation score of the item that agree ranges frem 0.21-0.73, while standard deviation score
of the item 7 that disagree is 0.23. Items below the cut-off point of 2.50 are regarded as

disagree,
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LJ.\L., avanety ot student-active teaching 207 0.71 200 070 075 204 Agiee
activities : . ;
4 funding of woodwaork trade, 305 gee 295 078 072 3N Agiee
N scholarship scheme for woodwork 270 s 235 082 074 263 Agwe
students s
6 Set realistic performance goals 278 sy 275 0SS 088 27 Agree
7 Be free with praise and constructive 188 gy 273 074 O6R 282 Agree
n criticism
8 Give students as much control over their 345 (-3 305 000 080 210 Agree
own cducation as poss.ole
0

Availability of physical facilities and
hours of Instruction

10 Encouragement from the societal QIR 310
attitude towards woodwork trade

200 0.74 208 (L 073 2} \:‘l\‘\'

0.72 06V 307 Agree

Key

N = Number of Students

S, = Standard deviation of Students

Ns — Number of Teachers

Si); — Standard deviattion of Teachers

X, — Mecan ol Students

Xa — Mean of Teachers

X4 = average mean of Students and Teachers

The result presented in rble 2 shows that the mean value of all the e agread with the
strategics to motivate ctudent choice in woodwodk trade in vocational and techanteal colleges
in Minna, Niger state. The standard deviation score of all the e

also agreed ranging from
(),58 0.86.

Hypotheses One |
' e A M Capss An a NS \ - . S de \‘ "
1O There will be no sienificant difference between the mean response ol students and

teachers on the factors affecting the choiee of student i wood work tade vocational and
technical colleges in Minna, Niger state.
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- strategies to motjv
technical colleges in Minna. N

sponse of students and
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Table 4: T-tes .
test of the mean response of students and teachers on the strategies to

m(.)tl ate _studcnl choice in wood work trade in vocational and technical colleges in
Minna, Niger state, ,

S/N RESPONDENTS N X SD d.f t-cal t-critical
1 Students 180  2.99 0.68 190 0.15 1.97

2 _Teachers 12 2.88 0.75

[n table 4, the t-calculated (0.15) does not exceed the t-criticai value of (1.97) necessary for
acceptance of null hypotheses at 0.05 level with 190-degree freedom hence there was no
significant difference between the mean response of students and teachers on the strategies to

motivate student choice in weodwork trade in Vocational and technical colleges in Minna,
Niger State.

Discussion of the Findings

The Factors Affecting Students Choice of Woodwerk Trade in Vocational and technical

School in Niger State

Table 1 presents the finding on the Factors Affecung Students Choice of Woodwork Trade

J
in Vocational and technical in Niger state. According to Czioma (2011) the Federal !
Government wants technical education to occupy a prominent position in our schools; :
Nigerian schools pay little or 10 attention to technical education, teachers and students scem
not to understand what it is all about and consequently develop tome contempt and aversion i
for technical courses and subjects, teachers, and students now makes technical education to
be unhealthy. However, many of the occupation and trades in technical education are ;,

|

regarded as ignoble and unbecoming, an average Nigerian parent does not want his son or
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Table 2 is the data of findings on the strategies to motivate student choice in woodwork trade
in vocational and technical colleges in Minna, Ni,%rér state. Thé findings gotten from this,
shows, Teachers should become a role model for student interest, give students as much
control over their own education as possiblé, encouragement from the socictal attitude
towards woodwork trade. Adewale (2009) The Students with and without special needs, often
suer from a lack of motivation when it comes to learning. This lack of motivation can impact

the students in the classroom in many ways. Developing strategies to address the student's

lack of motivation is vital to school success. Motivation co:nes in two forms: intrinsic

motivation and extrinsic motivation. Intrinsically motivated students are naturally motivated

to do their work. Extrinsically motivated students are motivated by external rewards.

Intrinsic motivators include fuscination with the:subject, a sense of its relevance to life and
the world, a sense of accomplishment in mastering it. and a sense of calling to it. Intrinsic
motivation can be long-lasting and self-sustaining. Efforts to build this kind of motivation

are also typically efforts at promoting student lzarning. Such efforts often focus on the

subject rather than rewards or punishments.
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vior changes and typically involve relatively
; applying extrinsic mativators often do not require
extensive knowledge of individual students,
Extrinsic motivators g

an often distract students from learning the subject at hand. It can be
chaﬂenging o devise appropriate rewards and punishments for student behaviors, Often,
one needs 1o escalate the rewards and punishments over time to maintain a cerfain effect
level. Also, extrinsic motivators typically do not work over ihe long term, Once the
rewards or punishments

are removed, students lose their motivation,

Furthermore, rescarch indicates that extrinsic rewarels o

san have a negative impact on intrinsic
motivation. In one series of experiments, psychologist Edwa:d Deci had two groups of
college students play with a puzzle ¢

alled Soma. One group of students was paid for each
puzzle they solved; the other wasn’t, He found thas the group that was p

aid to solve puzzles
stopped solving puzzles as soon as the experiment. —and the payment—ended. However, the
group that wasn't paid kept solving the puzzles even after the expertment was over, They had
found the puzzles intrinsically interesting, Deci :{rgucd that the group that had been paid to

solve puzzles might have found the puzzles intrinsically interesting as well, but the

extrinsic
monetary reward had reduced their intrinsic interest.

Conclusion

¢ 1 f 1 ’ ) 11 2 v mnlre
Inadequate funding of vocational institutions has caused the turning out of half baked

graduates because there is no fund to build and maintain workshops, laboratories or cven
purchase modern cquipments (Osuala, 2012}, Swtfing of

Woodwork trade is generally
inadequate because of poor funding. Experienced and skilful teachers may not be employed,

Those that are employed, because ol poor repnmeation do not stay long in the teaching
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