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Abstract : !

Human beings are social animals who cannot live independent of each other. The constant interaction _of
humans defines their nature and weaves the network upon which order is created apd maintained. SOCI@]
order endures on the basis of trust established among men and the benefit derived there frm.n. Thns
established trust which underlines social relationship is prized by men as safety net against trepidations
and adversities. Referred to as social capital, it is also seen an informal social control m‘echamsm. The
object of this paper is to examine the relationship between social capital and individuals' involvement in
murder as an example of violent crime. A total of 718 convicted prisoners were sampled l'alido{nly from
four prisons of medium security standard in Niger state, Data obtained from the completed questionnaires
were analyzed. The result indicates a significant relationship between social capital and involvement in

murder. Formation of neighbourhood unions is suggested.
Keywords: Social capital, crime, violent crime, murder, Nigeria.

Introduction

Human beings are social animals who cannot live
independent of each other. The constant
interaction of humans defines their nature and
weaves the network upon which order is created
and maintained. Social order endures on the basis
of trust established among men and the benefit
derived there from. This established trust which
underlines social relationship is prized by men as
safety net against trepidations and adversities.
Safety nets used against difficult situations
confronted by men in society is also referred to as
social capital (Putnam, 2000). On this basis,
where social capital is not in existence or in short
supply, individuals attempt to compliment them
elsewhere, an effort which sometimes makes
them slid into the circle of peers that engages in
delinquency and crime. Social capital measured
as trust on community members has the effect of
reducing the incidence of violent crimes
(Lederman, Loayza, and Menéndez, 1999).

When crime pervasive in society it brings along
social and an economic cost which tends to
hamper standard of living and the overall quality
of life. Also, there is a potential vicious cycle
between crime, unemployment and poverty.
Prevalent criminal activities erode employment
opportunities and are exacerbated by high

unemployment rates (Bharadwaj, 2014). When
people and organizations are densely related, it
creates high levels of bonding and bridging social
capital. In terms of crime, social capital builds the
trust necessary to sustain a healthy community
(Choiand Sloane, 2012).

However, the literature shows that perpetrators of
crime and delinquency are mostly from the
disadvantaged, especially products of single
parent households(Heimer, 1997; Rosenfeid,
Messner and Baumer, 2001), the unemployed
(Adebayo, 2013a) and those with low level of
education (Hajmarson and Lonchner,2012). All
these categories of people suffers from low social
capital particularly products of single parents
because ofthe fact that they lack a second parent
and because they change residence frequently. It
has been shown that single-parenthood has a
negative impact on various outcomes, such as
educational attainment, Juvenile crime and
teenage pregnancy, affecting children's social
development (Akcomak and Weel, 2008).

Consequently, the purpose of this paper is to
explore the relationship between social capital
and involvement in violent crime jn Nigeria. A
sample of 615 convicted prisoners of murder.
armed robbery, rape and assault were selected
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A close look at table 4.)

above shows
. bl 2 : S S th
majority of convicted prisone n

rs for viole
of crimes within the four prisonls \;tOuI(LJ.i]eldtypes
young. This 1s so because 835 percenqt aﬂ;
respondents fall with the age bracket 20 throuol
34 years. It could be clearly stated that majorit %]f
those who engaged in violent crimes are youilhs
Furthermore, the study also indicated that 80§
reent of these convicted prisoners were
unemployed when they committed offences for
which they were incarcerated.

The socio demographic of respondents indicate a
predominant male (67.3) percent with an average
age that falls within the age bracket of 25 to 29
years. This finding is in accord with the study of
Murray.(2011) in Los Angeles street youths who
were found to be predominantly males. Also, the
study of Emeh. Nwaguma and Aboroh (2012) in
Lagos. Nigeria found out male dominated. On the
age of respondents. this research found out youths
whose age range mostly from 20 years to 34 years
with an average bracket of 25 to 29 years as
dominance perpetrators of violent crimes. This is
also consistent with past studies. This outcome of
youths being the leading perpetrators of violent
crimes is in consonant with finding of Murray,(
2011), Moffiter al (2000), Ucha, (2010) Baskin
and Sommers, (1993), Emeh, Nwanguma and
Aboroh, (2012), Efiom, Archibong and Ojua

~ (2014) and Wikstrom and Treiber, (2016).

With regard to religious affiliation, 47.8 percent
of the respondents were Muslims, while 44.9
percent Christians. This finding is however at
variance with the finding of Emeh, Nwaguma and
Aboroh (2012) who found their respondents to be
predominantly Christians. The result reflects that
Niger State has predominant Muslim population
(NGSG.2010).

Majority (42.4%) of the respondents Were
ma"ie(ti)-, Bl(lt only %5.1 percent said to h_a\'/e had at
least a child. This finding is surprisingly at
Variance with findings of many studies Basklg
and Sommers, 1993: Emeh, Nwanguma an
Aboroh, (2012) Efiom, Archibong and O!uﬁ
2014) and Wikstrom and Treiber (2016) whic
all in effect found their respondents to De
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predominantly single. Here again culture plays a
role, as the study area are not only Muslims, but
also falls within north central axis of Nigeria who
most often marry early in life (Oloede, 2014)

Also, descriptive statistics of questions on
respondents' neigbourhood, nature and
characteristics were presented. The wisdom
behind the presentation is to establish a link with
involvement of respondents in violent crimes and
the socio-economic conditions presented by their
status.

When asked on what kind of job do respondents
engage in before incarceration? Some29.3% of
them acknowledged that they were motor vehicle
drivers. Next to driving among list of jobs that
occupied their time was carpentry, (27.7%),
Okada operator (16.4%) and business (8.2%).
among others. On the time spent on the jobs per
week, majority (55.4% ) of respondents said they
spend less than 20 hours on their respective jobs.
On the respondent's individual assessment of
earning from their jobs Table 1 indicates only 20.5
percent of them scored their income high with
33.7 percent believed they earned low income.

Table 1: Respondents' rate of their earnings per
week

High 127 20.5
Description of earnings Moderate 212 34.1
Low 209 337
Very low 66 10.6

Source: Field work(2017).

While 10.6 percent of them acknowledged to have
eamned very low income, 20.5 percent of these
respondents confirmed they earned high income.
For instance, Table 2 indicates that only 8.7
percent of respondents earn six thousand naira (N
6000) and above per week. For the fact that 43.5
percent of respondents earn less than 2000 naira a
week which they acknowledged to be low, it then
follow that low income could have played
significantrole in the respondents' involvement in
violent crimes. This is because eaming low
income within a community where others earn
higher makes respondents has feeling of social
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exclusion and deprivation which by extension

begets involvement in violent crimes as
supplement.

Table 2: Respondents 'earnings per week

Earning per week less than N2000 231 31.2
N2000-3999 239 385
N4000-5999 104 16.7

N6000 and above 41 0.6

Source: Field work(2017).

Furthermore, the data showed that 37.2 percent of
respondents earned less than N2000 per week.
Given this low level of income earned by
respondents, it become obvious that such income
could not sustain them properly when other
sources are not available. One major source of
income to augment a parlous income is the family.
A financial source from the family who would be
biological parent or caregiver was therefore
needed greatly as safety net for socio-economic
needs. The respondents confirmed that 46.6
percent of them 'very much' depended on the
caregivers. Absence of care giver warrants
involvement in crimes.

Table 3: Respondents' level of dependence on
parents/caregivers

of Social ¢ apital o1

= vimes i Nigerid Usman & 1
) Viofent Crimes I u an &y g,
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{ on caregivers were cither little o Very
little as seen in the Table 3 ul.m\ic_l It Shnl!m v
noted that parents play Key I)OIL‘ In the !111‘ of
o fividuals when the}’ navigate the uncertainty

up as children, Wllh.oul’ Which (e
get the leverage t0 commit erime,

dependen

orowing
children

parental support decreases invlolvement In crime
and other antisocial behavnpurs, but  where
parental support wanes or out rightly absent, dagy
indicated that when parental support was not
available, people often times resort to crime,
particularly of violent types. In response to a
question which sought to know whelhgr absence
of support from parents Or carcgivers was
responsible for their imprisonment, the following
Table 3 indicates that 44.0 percent of the
respondents said that absence of care givers was
'very much' responsible for their imprisonment.
The implication of being in a neighbourhood
where moral and financial assistance was absent,
(social capital) sand the support from parents or
caregiver for individuals who lack required
educational and employment/ income capabilities
to cushion the pangs created by the socio
economic status, makes respondents vulnerable
to joining gangs which serve as staircase 0
involvement in murder, rape or assault cases.

Tablg 4: Whether absence of parent/caregiver
was linked to imprisonment

Frequency Percentage (% )
Very Much 273 46.6
Much 254 4] 5
Undecided 45 74
Little 34 5.6
Very Little 6 1.0

O ElR e 1000 .

Source: Field Work(201 7).

Among the respondents who answered the
question which sought to know their level of
dependence on parent or care giver, only 6.6
percent which cumulatively felt their level of

e ——— e ——

e——

Responses Frequency Percentage (%)
Very Much 270 4.0
Much 263 428
Undecided 45 72
Little 26 42
Very Little 9 13
Total 614

Source: Field Work(2017).
Only 7.2 percent of respondents could 10t
conclude on whether absence of their parents 0
care givers was responsible to their imprison
Wwhereas 4.2 percent of respondents felt
Incarceration has little to do with absence
caregivers. From the data, respondents
iny froma socially disadvantaged back
mdngat_ed by their poor wofking and
conditions and Jow social capital, }M
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organizations to enable them feel the impulse of
cach other, provide social capital for everyone and
extension serves as social control mechanism.

Members of every community should endeavour
o join religious groups and attend religious

gatherings as this has been identified as an aspect
of social capital.

Governments at all levels should devise means of
engaging youths in productive ventures. The
formation of cooperative socicties for the purpose
loans and other social benefits should be
encouraged and sustained.
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