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Abstract

Since 2009, when Boko Haram thrust itself into global conscmusness,_ it has attracteq th

attention of the media and media (and other) researchers. Given the crucial role that the med,':
play in the society, especially in times of conflict, this paper examines how Nigerign
newspapers have covered the Boko Haram insurgency by looking at the contexts ang angles
used by the newspapers in reporting the sect with a view to determining if they haye
contributed to the solution of the Boko Haram insurgency. The paper used fr, aming theory ag
theoretical background, and content analysis as its methodology. Six frames were designeq
for the study; the frames served as content categories. They are responsibility, conflict, human
interest, political, economic consequences and religious frames. The unit of analysis was the
news article. Using purposive sampling; four newspapers served as study population- twg jp
the north of Nigeria and two in the south. They are Daily Trust and Leadership; and The Nation
and The Vanguard in the north and south respectively. Period covered by the study is two
years, January 2014 to December 2015, being the peak of Boko Haram activities. Constructeq
week sampling technique was applied to choose the newspapers' content-analyzed. The
number of articles analyzed was 3,360. Responsibility was the dominant frame adopted by the
newspapers (46.8%), followed by conflict frame (22.7%), human interest frame (18.1%) and
political frame (7.8%). Economic and religious frames had 2.6% and 2.0% respectively. The

study found that newspaper framing of Boko Haram likely did not exacerbate the crisis but
contributed in finding solution to it.
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Introduction

Boko Haram means “Western Education is forbidden” i
that was given to the sect because of its rejection of as

Culture that are contrary to what the group perceived to be the true teachings of Islam. Thf-,
name the group gave itself as it evolved is “Jama'atu Ahlus Sunnah wal Lidda'awati wal Jihad
which is an Arabic expression for “People Committed to the Removal of Innovation and ©
Jihad". According to Ibrahim (2015), Boko Haram's emergence as a sect can be traced t0 2002
when they were known as the Taliban, and were based in Yobe State, Nigeria, on the border

village of Kanama which the group renamed Kandahar after a city in Afghanistan. In 2002
members of the group had a violen

tclash with security forces. In 2004, they again clasheq‘v;"';;
_ 2a Local Government Areas of Borno State. In 2007 ¢
appeared in Kano around Panshekara, attacking police stations. Again, soldiers weré deploy

and they fled with some killed” (Ibrahim, 2015:43) Writing on the origins of Boko Haram g
of emergence of Boko Haram. Also, GUItt

ic
0 Haram “was created in 2002 by th deceased 12"
cleric Muhammad Y : : y the now : s ate
1990s" usuf, though forms of it had existed under a variety of names sincet

n the Hausa language and is the name
pects of Western education and western

Boko Haram graduall | . ST
establishment? of Is| f Svaved o the stage of having its principal aim and object® 1. of

amic rule in all its ramification iginal 1¢2
s. The cent and origin tio
Boko Haram, Muhammad Yusuf, not only condemned those gén'zgzg of Western educ®
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rll?uﬁionf ffequency and percenta

B gein Daily Trust
Marginal

frames : Marginal o
Human Int. ““’“%‘3—'29_14 total 2015 Total %Percentage
i 97 236 23.6948
Conflict 150 :
e v
politica 60 1
R e e
gconomic Cons. 16 y o 2-3092
| .
'Ig‘t'a;ﬁ*\—\siz_ 354 996 100
I (medistribution, frequency and Percentage in The Nation
Marginal Marginal r
Framef'l total2014 total2015  Total percentage
Hume.:n nterest 61 64 125 15 7629
i 112 85 197 24,8424
= enailicy 255 109 364 45.9016
Political 60 5 65 8.1967
Economic Con 18 3 21 2.6482
Total 522 271 793 100
Table 5: Frame distribution, frequency and percentage in Vanguard
Marginal Marginal
Frames total2015 total2015 Total %Percentage
Human Int 43 97 80 14.5190
Conflict 96 60 156 28.3122
Responsibility 178 60 238 43.1942
Political 34 10 44 7.9855
Religious 11 4 15 2.7223
Economic Con 13 5 18 3.2668
Total 375 176 551 100

For apers namely, Daily Trust, The Nation and Vanguard the next most
domt;\q?:t‘;gr:neefsvi;ntigsc%n?lict frame. Vanguard had the highe;t percentag_e with 28.30/0 of
Its units classed into the conflict frame, Daily Trust was se_cond wn'gh 25.1% of :gs frames in the
conflict frame, The Nation and Leadership followed with 24.8 /g anq 15.6% re§pect|ve|y.
Human interest frame was second for Leadership newspaper (16.3%) with the conf_hct fr'ame a
Very close third. For the three other newspapers the_human |gterest frame placed tholrd with the
foﬂowing percentages: Daily Trust, 23.7%; The Nation, 15.8% and Vanguard, 14.5%.

iti i e usage by all the four newspapers with about 8.5% in
nzep(:;t;vcgl :ra;r:: ;Arl‘z:js go;g/’ctjhi ;nzgi,n;ershf;? newspaper. The ecogomic consequences frame
Was fifth wifh gbout 3 30/;, of the units of analysis in three and 3.2% Vanguard. The rehgac;us
frame had the least 'rcentage of units of analysis in all the newspapers. L?a:/y Tru..st.had 1.5%,
i) (13 ?‘?/S %ere Nation, 2.6% and Vanguard, 2.7% of their units in the religious frame
np, 1, 0, =

.

By s

i
I-L_-
=4

Scanned with CamScanner



Scanned with CamScanner




Scanned with CamScanner




Scanned with CamScanner




W Journal of Scie
nce, T
echnology, Mathematics and Education (JOSTMED), 15 (2), June, 20193

OdOEllIe|a“| i Ebeze
r i ' U. V. |
’ & OkWUdIOgOt’, D. N, (2015). Visual patterns and the Boko

Haram insurgence in Ni
cein i
31-39. Nigerian newspapers. New Media and Mass Communication, 44,

okoro, N., & Odoemelam ;

Nigeria: a COntent’ar?aCt" (2|013). Print media framing of Boko Haram insurgency in

newspapers. Rese ytical study of the Guardian, Daily Sun, Vanguard and Thisday
: arch on Humanities and Social Sciences, 3(11), 86-94.

Oqgunrotifa, A. B.
9 Nigeria Re(szeOB). Class theqw of terrorism; A study of Boko Haram insurgency in
¢ arch on Humanities and Social Sciences, 3(1), 27-59.

Riffe, Dc,o;:\ii;gte E" & Lacy, S. R. (1993). The effectiveness of random, consecutive day and
week sampling in newspaper content analysis. Journalism Quarterly

70(1), 33-139.

g: Effects of news

Rill, L. A., & Davis, C. B. (2008). Testing the second level of agenda settin
ar in

frames on reader-assigned attributes of Hezbollah and Israel in the 2006 wW

Lebanon. Journalism and Mass Communication Quarterly, 85(3), 609-624.
Semetko, H. A., & Valkenburg, P. M. (2000). Framing European politics: A content analysis of
press and television news. Journal of Communication, 50, 93-109.

m-START, (2014). Boko Haram recent attacks.

ism and Response to Terroris
curity Science and Technology Center.

Study of Terror
d: U. S. Department of Home Se

Marylan
2012). Press coverage of ethno-religious violence in Nigeria:

implications for national integration. 50years of Nigeria's nationhood: [SSues and
challenges for sustainable development. D. A. Abdulrahman; 1. S. Ogundia; T. Garba
andI. M. Dankani. Eds. Ibadan: Crown Publishers.
ini ' h: An introduction. Ninth ed.
.1 R (2011). Mass media researc in

Suleiman H. M., & salau, S. (

Scanned with CamScanner



