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2 deqio /; ' stressi
\Iso, environmental criminologist opine that crime can be 'designed out’, stressing that th
design and effective use of the built environment can lead to a rcgluclum in the fearang
wceof crime, and an improvement in the quality of life (Cozens, 2008).

It is observed from the literature that emphasis is placed on neighbourhood types of aime
negating those on the highways alongside their devastating conseq_ucnccs. Thc.growmg m(:d.i;,
reports indicate that both the poor and the rich are all victims of crime on the highways apd for
that reason it become an issue that affects virtually all facet of human society, t_hc solution of
which is not yet in sight. This paper is an attempt to contribute to crime analysis on Nigerian
highways and it's damning repercussions on entrepreneurship in transport sector.

Objectives

The broad objective of this study is to gain commuters' viewpoint on the implications of fear of

highway crime on transport business along Minna-Kontagora transport sector. This givesus the
impetus to setting the following specific objectives:

1. To examine the nature and trend of highway crime on Nigeria roads.
2 To investigate fear of crime among commuters

3 To assess the effects of highway crime on road transport business

4

To suggest ways of curbing highway crime in Nigeria.

History of Highway Crime in Nigeria

Highway crime is a phenomenon that is not peculiar to modern times. Okunola, (2009) reported
that road banditry especially robbery dates back in Nigeria as early as 19" Century. He cited
Akinwumi (2001) as having reported that armed banditry was as widespread on trade route in
pre-colonial Africa and often with the active support of some of the top political elites. Most of
these trade routes brought enormous wealth but were also infected with armed robbers. In the

pre-colonial Borgu, robbers usually operate in gan gs under the leadership of a powerful prince
who provided weapons and also directed the operations (Okunola, 2009).

Highway robbery however, became common shortly after the civil war due largely to the

proliferations of weapons and the level of violence to which people were exposed to, owning to
the proliferation of Small Arm and Light Wea

pon (SALW) in the country,( Usman 2004,
Alemika, 2003, Okunola, 2009). Since then, the

. . ; problem of armed robbery and other violent
crimes continue unabated sending fear to the residents of the country.

Fear of Crime

The concept of fear of crime is nebulous. It is often viewed as the fear of being a victim of crime
rather than the actual probability of being a victim of crime. Vanderveen (2006:4) cited two
contrasting definitions. The first, provided by Conklin (1971) defines fear of crime as the sense
of personal insecurity in the community. A subsequent proposal from Covington and Taylor
(1991) suggests fear of crime is the emotional reésponse to possible violent crime and ph)v’Sical
harm, whilst Ferraro and LaGrange (1992, cited in Ferraro, 1995:4) opine that fear of crime 15 0
emotional response of dread or anxiety to crime or symb

: i : ols that a person associates with crime:
This study provides rational and coherent account of fear of crime on the basis of some human
socio-demographic characteristics.

‘While hearing a_bout crixpe causes fear, those who experience it are even more likely to be fearful
and change their behaviours. Victims of violent crime are the most deeply affected, fearing *
repeat of their attack. Many go through a funda '

mental life change, viewing the world more
suspiciously and as a less safe, controllable, and meaningful place

Looking at the matter from the psychological angle, Quarantellj (| 985) cited in Sprang (200°/
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:_(\'t‘.lle two ‘S‘L‘“jmlf;]%’lg_ v”l-‘,lm‘“‘i”!«' views regarding  the oo

cmncl.\'*'“'o C-\:L.mb- :lL {l;\l view holds that acts ofviolence h'lmcnll";f.h‘:dlq] et g
,hc-h“*’“q L.ﬁwtgml ' 1.0‘\% exposed to them. Diffeent Yc di ClLﬂll.dI ralhert!mn across-
ersonality C_hamCtLrlStlg.a might cause one individual to Vi[;‘v«\l,!st[;ccllves, . & bl
siuniﬁcn‘:‘f distress, whereas fmglher individual might have litt] st trqumat]c sp s
se'c(md view holds that t.el'l'Ol‘lSllc acts are 'traumatic' life c\/cntsc (')r]rcll(') reE'lCtlon . the_event. o
ol emalizﬁd,{md gssent_nally negative psychologicalel’fects‘( l,g';e N bt e L1
[he fear of crime In all its ramifications has affected people VI;.rious);Na f . e

4 psychqlog_lcal mcludmg economic. It is imperative at this point t l}'S,k rOrr;] social topo]nt‘xcal
OnNigerlahlghways.Thls brings usto the next section ofourp];per s T

crime on Nigeria Highways
crime on Nigeria highways is of different types and forms, however. the dominant ofthem is
armed robbery anq of lgte terrorist attacks,however, the tw,o most fe;red crimes (robbery anld
murder) Were not 1de.:nt1f.'lec'1 as crimes that occurred fairly frequently. This is because official
crime statistics 1n Nigeria is not reliable: As official statistics are presented only when their
presentatign is politically expedient, (Usman, 2011), In any case, neither police figures nor
victimization surveys are satisfactory. Yet few Nigerian journalists and researchers attempt to
challenge official crime statistics, For instance, a report from The Stateman newspaper in 2006
graphically explained the nature of a particular crime on Nigeria highway in the following way:
An east —bound luxurious bus was diverted into the bush somewhere between Abuja and
Lokoja late in the night, where the passengers were subjected to unspeakable torture.
Their valuables were stolen, the females, raped and , to complete the round of brutality,
they were all stripped naked and ordered to run into the darkness while the vehicle was

driven away with their clothing (The Stateman, 2006)

These attacks usually occurred at some dark places like Tegina- Birnin Gwari road, Okene in
Kogi State, Owo road in Ondo State as well as Minna —Kontagora road in Niger State. Sometime
in January this year a lecturer with Niger State Polytechnic was killed by armed robbers between
Zungeru- Tegina axis of the Minna- Kontagora road. This is just one out of several other attacks

along this road which has cost loss of livesand property. .
Robert Rotberg, for instance, argued that since 1999 in Nigeria, “crime against persons,

including murder, rape and robbery, has grown in scale and viciousness”
mith and Cornish 2006) identifies six categories of

crime that are typically evident on the public transport network, these being antisocial behalviour;
Crimes against passengers including theft, robbery, and assault; crimes against employees

includj ; i ti; and line of route crimes which are offenses
e robber; guicalan plge e n, 2012). Since Newton suggested that it 1s

along routes that delay or affect safety (Newto .
Cxtremely usef?:l izucsifstingzish «en route” offenses from those at stations and stops (Newton,

2004), this paper will place premium on

One of the definitive references in this area (S

crime en route.

,l_

enting crime on public transport or

ln and rev - s
retanding 2 n important role to play in reducing

There hy unde
are a SW

. i irstly, pu : :
ﬂoi?al ziﬂls?gf ‘;;%igfgﬁ;’:cgessy t(I: facilities such as work, health, leisure, and employmen

Ithy but poverty reigns

= s : eful but yet at war, SO wea ' i
3; 201.2)'ng€;{:81$.?- P :rizd:: g;gf;:fj but yet sO deprived. Counting thecost. Ever since
€ majority of its C1t1ZENS,

dimension, the loss of
RH' assumed horrendous 3
B L e, . n investment have been a song of

& & it 5 :
= vities of the militant group 4 Jocal and foreig hav (
 "Perties with commercial value zmr(ril iogf:::;dex perts believe there are no criteria to quant! fy the
. "edimittis for the domestic economy:
g Mﬁﬁommy (King, 2013).
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ard the close of last August Australian Government warned her citizens against travei to
_because “of high threat of terror, kidnapping, the unpredictable security situation, the

ity of violent civil unrest and the high level ofviolent crime (armed robbery)”. y
. casons have been advanced for the upsurge of crime in Nigeria, while scholars like
~ L ola 2009 adduced infiltration of foreign bandits through porous
“orders,Usman,2011,implicated poverty, unemployment and gansterism among youths, just as
the former president of Nigeria, Obasanjo believes security agents, pal‘t_lCUI?fly the Police as
culpable. A significant proportion of offenders involved in the criminal justice system have a

history of substance use (Usman, 201 19!

Methods

A qualitative method of data collection was applied, thus an in-depth interview was conducteq on
41 persons which consist of 15 passengers, 13 NURTW officials, 15 entrepren_eurs/ vehicle
owners and 8 police officers.Interview method was chosen because of dearth of time and easy
accessibility high advantage of control ofthe interviewee's situation. A '

Data generated were analysed using coding and the use of verbatimquotations from the views of

respondents. Alongside simple percentage of consensus views on critical issues was alsoused

Theoretical Framework

According to Brantingham and Brantingham (1991a:2), 'environmental criminology arguesthat
criminal events must be understood as confluences of offenders, victims or criminal targets, and
laws in specific settings at particular times and places'.Against this background we are going to
look at fear of crime its implications on transport industry using the Routine Activities. Theory as

developed by Cohen and Felson (1979) and later elaborated by Newton (2005). The central

argument of the theory is that the prob ability that a violation will occur at any specific time-and
place might be taken as a function ofthe convergence of the likely offenders and suitable target in
- theabsenceofcapable guardians(Okunola, 2009:105.

4. This theory is based on the rational choice theory where the bandits make rational decisionona
5. specific target and time, so long it will be advantageous for them. With little disadvantage as
A8 possible, (Okunola, 2009). -

The theory proposes that for fear to occur, you need three elements; motivated offender, suitable
target, and lack of capable guardian (Okunola, 2009:105. Removal of any of the elements crime
wﬂl not occur, A motivated offender is a person who is motivated enough to commit crime, while
suitable target is a person or object which can attacked with ease without been arrested. The
dﬁgpable guardian are evqryday people as they go about the routine activities as the prevent crime
directly orindirectly. This capable guardian can be the police in patrol, even though those thatare
trol and extort money from motorists cannot qualify to be capable guardian.

d Discussions

sessions with respondents which centres on the security and safety situati
‘ : situations of the
astg ytt;,lars3 along _anla — Kﬂ(:ntagora Road transport sector. tyOver 90% of the
e on the rising crime along this sector. On the hierarchy of problems along the
ticularly robbery came top. A driver respondent said: iy i
s us most these days is the fear of attack along the road. We don't even

=71: t;’; rz?l; ;:T,fafe. armed robbers do attack people any time at will, be it

ply this sector from Minna to Sokoto every ti i

| ‘ ry time aptly said:
‘ attack has over taken bad roads now. For bad road you have
obbery attack has not, like now we abandon Yauri road because of bad

ri road for Birnin Gwari roa . : :
Sk is conicorn” d. The switch has not changed anything
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