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Abstract

F-learning resonrces are not_necessarily Open Education Resourees
(18 Edearnimg rexomrces are h-urmny resonrees xucl as COMPNICYS
and internet-hased conrseware and local and wide area neiwarks,
Thev are also insiructional defivery systems which can be provided
theough amy appropriate electronic media Open education resonreey,
on the other land, are cducationat resources sucl as curviculum nps,
conrse  materials,  tevthooks, Mreanming  videos,  mltimedio
applications . podeasts or ame other mererials ithat have been desiened
for use in teaching and learning and are opendy available for use by
cducators and students without an accompanving need to pay rovalties
or license fees. While, c-learning resources are mainly clecironie
devices  or fechmologies,  open-cducation resources  are all
creompassing. - consisting  of  both - clectronic and non-elecironie
devices, This paper therefore, focuses on the e-learning resomrces of
open education resources in Nigeria and suggests weans r{frft'l‘:’ff?f)f!}:g’
and expanding their areas of application in the educational Procesy.

b-leaming is wiadually taking the centre stage in the drive to provide
instructions that can be student-centered within the cducational setting (Akinwale,
2014). Both the developed and developing worlds are also moving away from the
conventional methods of teaching and learning to a more contralled cuvironment that is
centered on technology integration. The educational world is therefore, experiencing a-
transformation  driven by the convergence  of e-learning  devices and  wireless
conmumication technologies (Shil, 2005). The concept e-learning can provide an-.
alternative 1o conventional style of learning i.e. teacher-centered instruction. It can also
provide an opportunity for students” input and grant the freedom of deciding when and -
how to learn, which tends 1o support the ideology of constructivist-schoal ol thought
(Bolaji, 20011). E-learning could take several forms like computer-based leamning,
computer-managed instructions. distance learning. in-learning and so on, The e
learning approach to instruction could be synchronous or asynchronous. It could be
synchronous when learning takes place at a po through necess (o immediate intemel ;
I‘:ucililit.'«; or otherwise when itis asynchronous (Justin, 2012). i
The synchronized form ol e-learning has comprehensive teatures that allow for :
interactivity between the [earning content and the learneis. it has inbailt features like
the Torum ‘chnllin;_ and andio-elTect. In distance leaming. students ave separated fiom
the teacher. therelore, syachronous Torm ol e-leaming aims at providing _mulli-ml!lrl
opportunities o meaninglully engage the learner and therefore. aid comprehension
216:
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Thompton; 2012). The asynchronous form .
content fOI:.lhc stydents to read, internalize of e-leaming only presents the learning
allow for immediate feedback whereas s and download, if need be. It does 1o’ also
teodback as much as possible, ynchronous e-learning allows for immediate
Bolagi (2011) design '
© e concept for Nigerian %:]: d ?“d developed a multimedia instructional package in
y h to e-learni emistry Students and it is operated on the asynchronous
?pproac. ] ta ning system. The design and development of the )r,nultimedia
. mstructlgnab con dcnt — bz%sed on Reeves (1994) multimedia design model and it was
evaluate lyDa _Opt;&g Dick, Carey and Carey (2005) evaluation stage of the
lnSthm.'c"“":1 - DEsIER .Odel (IDM). The transfer of this e-learning instructional content
of multimecia instructional package on mole concept to a mobile learning platform is
,mpo.rtant n °f.d°f' to meet up with current trends in the adoption of technology for
learning and bringing out the advantage of reusing an e-learning instructional content
for other technologies to improve learning (Ukadike, 2012).

E-Learning Resources _
ers and internet-based

E-Learning resources could be conceptualized as comput
and local and wide area networks. The computers and networking
have by creating conditions for rapid connections, opened up possibilities
rent educational and learning opportunities (Grovinde, 2010). With the
he classroom, teachers would be able to demonstrate a new lesson,

trate how to use new programmes and show new websites.
yed. Teachers can even post

ow know how to

courseware
technologies
for many diffe
computers in t

present new materials, illus
A web page can casily be designed for the class and displa

homework assignments, students’ work and games. Many students n

use the computers and navigate their way through a website.
Yekini (2008) stated that «E-mail and the internet could be used to transmit

" information to and from remotely inaccessible areas very quickly. New technologies
can be used to facilitate education through distance learning and this will equally aid
the crucial goal of development of local content with the populace actually depending

on the extent of their educational status”. The web 2.0 as a potential resource has
certainly entered education, carrying with it the notion that users add values through
their participation. ing culture from passive 1O

[t has change _
participation with easily — created uscr—generated content (UGC). This call to users to
become content creator, radically challenging the traditional authoritatively driven
teaching and learning model (Grabson, 2009). Web 2.0. structure and networking
applications  allow users t0 P d widely share user-generated

roduce more easily an
content (Ukeje, 2012)- . : |
It is pertinent to note that computer as 2 very vital e-learning resource has been

a useful tool in teaching and learning (Taiwo, 2010). The experience of introducing
computers in educational settings all over the world and over the past decades show

that the educational benefits of computers cannot be underestimated (quuf, 1999): The
a recognised that the use of the computer 1S a strategic

Federal Government of Nigeri
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imperative for national development. e National Cunu!lissinn for Colleges of
Education (NCCE) has therefore, made the acquisition of basic computer skills part of
the national minimun standards for teacher education at the colleges of education
(Akintoye, 2011). With the new NCCE curricolum, all students in colleges of education
are expected to achieve minimum computer standard as a ma.ndatory component in pre.-
service programmes. In 2003, NCCE dirceted all lecturers in colleges of education 1o
acquire computer literacy and proficiency in computcr (Atlcyal‘lju, 2012).

; The use of compulers makes lessons more inleresting, more enjoyable for
teachers and fheir students, more motivating and more supportive ol productive
learning. The most critical Tactor in the successlul integration of computer in education
is the extent at which eduentors (lecturers) are able to prepare teachers with the required
knowledge and skills to ulitize compulers cffectively (ICT in Education, 2004).
Although, there are no clear synergics in defining computer proliciencies for teacher
educators, they need training not only in computer literacy. but also in the application
of various kinds of educational soflware in teaching and learning (Ololube, 2009).
Olasedidun (2011) stated that appropriately well functioning computer is of vital
importance to tertiary education because it has the potential to streamline and reduce
administrative task. expand access and improve the quality of instruction and learning
at all levels, and vastly broaden access to information and data across the globe.
Michacel (2008) explained that the adoption ol computer technology into the praclice of
education is not something that began w th the emergence of new digital services:
Compuler integration means using computers as tools in teaching better than the
corresponding traditional tool (James, 2007). -

The use of computers offers greater information access, greater communication
via electronic means. increased cooperation and collaboration, cost effectiveness and
pedagogical improvement through simulations, virtual experiences and graphic
presentations (Badmus, 2013). In a study on unpact of accessibility on adaptation and
use of electronic materials among scientists and engineers in universilies and colleges.
the results showed that among the system and professional factors that influence
adoption and use, accessibility was the key factor (Abels, Liebsher and Denman, 2003).
It is therefore. one thing for leclurers lo posses the required proficiency to use and be
Favourably disposed to the use of computer or ICT resources, it is quile a difficult thing -
for the resources (o be available for use at the time they are needed. lowever, various ’
research studies identify several reasons for lack of access to technologies. Becta
(2009) states that the inaccessibility of computer technology resources is not always
due to the non-availability of the hardware or other ICT materials within the school, it
may be the result of one of the number of factors such as poor organization of
resources. poor quality hardware, inappropriate soflware or lack of personal access by
Icachers.

Busari (2003) conducted a study 1o lind out how adequate teacher trainers were

on the use of computers and other clements of ICT, using all the tertiary institutions in 1
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05 State. One of the i :

'n[‘l?ﬁi(l)’ (o operate lhcl:;'n::f‘::?c?"S_‘!;eqtlucstumnnire asked if the teacher trainers had the
15.8 percent answered No, 'I'llt:'. re:.a |.3c.rccu| alilhe regponcents ﬂllSWFer Yes, while
could operale computer. Adeyanj lml;‘mg 263 pargent s nSerAlN HILHYS Ll

_ Chukwu, Ajare and Afolabi (2008." (2012) al,su' reported a resi:nrc.l1. conducted by
for instruction and the level of lhc) on teachers I|tcr_acy level, m'fallab‘fh{y of compuler
.0 olleges of education in P use of computer in teaching in various departments
- g on in Plateny State. The result of the study showed that 28.3
Pe'rcent el Ie.achcrs were compuler literate while 71.7 percent were computer
iliterate. In a bid to achieve high levels of proficiency in computer usage and
application by lecturers, training is inevitable (Okunu, 2009), Ifincdo (2005) carricd oul
a FCSf:aFC]l to ‘dclermmc the readiness of some African countries to fully embrace the
new information technology. The countrics are Botswana, Cole d’voire, Egypl. Ghana,
Kenya, Mauriius, Nigerin, South Africa and Tunisia. The result of the rescarch
revealed that Africa is right below the ladder in the global network cconomy. Bondaryk
(2006) noted that the adoption ol any learning tool is dependent on awareness,
willingness and abilily to use it.

Computer has a wide application in education. Computer-Based Education

(CBE) and Compuler Based Instruction (CBI) are the broadest terms and can refer to
any kind of computer used in educational settings, including drill and practice, tutorials,
simulations, instructional management, supplementary cxercises, programmning,

database development and so on.

Basic Issues
The role of e-learning in

teaching and learning cannol be over emphasized. I
is a widely discussed issue in (he contemporary educational arena. It is upheld as a
model which when adopted and applied could enhance teaching and learning

. (Tajudeen, 2011). 1t could facilitate the transfer of many types of information and could
be an effective means of communication in colleges. E-learning or Internet-based
instruction has been manifested in one-to-on¢ (teacher-to-student), one-to many
(teacher-to-group) and many-to-many (group-to-group) approaches to instruction
(Webb, Jones, Barker and Schalk, 2009). Conceptually, it (e-leamning) is the application
of computer and information technology in teaching and learning process. It comprises
of computer and ICT materials and applications which enhance information collection
and dissemination, research and global exchange of ideas that are critical for advancing
meaningful, educational initiatives and understanding issues related. to global
development (Adesoji, 2012). On a rather simplistic note, it (e-learning) has to do with
the application of a whole range of technologies involved in information processing and
electronic communications such as computers, internet, e-mail, computer software,
satellite, mobile communication gadgets and other allied electronic devices for

dissemination of knowledge and information. . ,
" The essence of. the application of e-learning resources is to provide teachers

and students the opportunitics to develop_capacities for high qln?lity learning and to
increase their ability to introduce innovation in teaching and leaming process. It is also
219
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!n provide productive teaching learning in order 10 increase people’s creative and
intellectual I'CSUHICL“ST essentially in today's information sociely (Aduwa-Ogiegheen
““d. ')'“'“"“-‘EUU‘S). Fhrougl e-learning devices. teachers are able to focus on relevant
“55’8”"'}:1“ !“f discussion between students and teachers and among students (OQzioma
and '()_”U“mt'- 2001). E-learning  devices or resources such as computer, web,
Iclc\’l.sum, projectors, internet, multimedia and so on provide easy access to qualitative
fearning materials and contribute immensely to the learning process (Abidoye, 2010).
In an effort 1o brace up to the challenge in the contemporary world of computer
education, the Federal Govermment of Nigerin enacted a policy on cducation in 1988 o
establish pilot schools and diffuse the innovation, first, to all secondary schools and
later to the primary schools in Nigeria (Okebukola, 1997). The National Policy on
LEducation (2004) states expressly that the government shall provide facilities and
necessary infiastructures for the promotion of 1ICT and e-learning in schools. This is o
lacit attestation to government's recognition of the importance of 1ICT in curriculum
implementation,

The growth in internet technology and its application in education have brought
about great transformation in teaching and learning and particularly made the entire
process less tasking. more cllective, resull oriented and engendered an avenue for
showing idea and information (Oye, labad, Madar and Ab. Rahim, 2012). The
development of new innovative curriculum delivery strategy in the education sector has
resulted from the revolution in Information Technology. particularly in the area of
Internet and Computer Technology. Today. learning devices or resources such as power
point presenlation, e-books, computer-based training and web based training. video-
tutorials and so on can be used to deliver well researched and well packaged teaching
materials prepared by teachers to the students. Here in Nigeria. the availahility and
application of these e-leaming inlrastructure cannol easily be achieved and therefore,
pose a big challenge (o the educational seclor.

E-Learning Resources as Tools for Teaching and Learning

Many rescarch studies revealed that e-learning can enhance instructional
process and facibtate students’ learning. These also have positive effects associated
with technology — aided instruction (Oziome and Offordile, 2011). The advanced
nations such as United State and the European Union have made computers very
accessible to their citizens and for use in teaching and learning (1arper, 1987). Today,
the developing world is striving lo do same. The governments have initiated internet
connectivity and technology training programs (Aduwa Ogicgbaen and lyanmu, 2005).

Lau-Ho (2005) in his study stated that teachers can download relevant lesson
plans for use in curriculum delivery, oblain online tests and quiz samples, guide
students 1o read learning materials on screen e.p. files, links aml even use computer
simulations  for  demonstration  lessons.  Aburime  (2010)  stated  that  global *
interconnectedness enabled by information technology, calls for new skills, knmvlctlg:e :
and ways of learning to prepare students for living and w.t'.-rking in lhv:: 21st ccnlury.‘l:.é_"-_'__j__-_
Learning facilities do not only help students but also assist teachers in the preparation

+
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of teaching materials and demonstrati -
tion i -
has therefore, become necessary for indi;zeq;“?me"t and concept (Okoroh, 2006). It
the culture of e-learning giving the uals and ec!ucat:onal institutions to imbibe
- government, e-banking and so on, rapidly changing world of e-commerce, €-
; The e-learning approa _
otentials for users to dillelo(:h t::a? the capacity to provide higher interactive
(Shavinina, 2001). Information ap d eir individual, intellectual and creative ability
Seveloped and developing world ? communication technologies are being used in the
¢ form 4 hiost of fun t'g ld for m.structlonal functions; and computers and internet
F’teracy eadina and ‘;‘?{}s in teaching and learning. Nations are adding computer
1 by ‘l:) g gd | riting literacy as skills students need for succeeding in a
technologically developed .\\forld (Thomas, 1987). E-learning resources enhance the
deve]F)pment of the capacities .Of teachers to carry out high quality research and
teaching (Nwana, 2009). E-learning resources also provide information about staff and
pammpapts,_subscrlptlons for examinations, marking of students’ examination scripts,
comn.qpmcatlon about th_e instructional process, self-assessment, collaborative research
activities and :::ollaboratl_ve learning (Aburime and Uhomoibhi, 2010). E-learning also
has the potentials that will offer teachers improved method of researching. The library
function of using indexes to find articles or journals, can be made very easy through the

use of goggle search on the internet, which will provide extensive list of articles,
publications and even topi

ics by different authors just in a short time frame (Akinwale,
2012).

Open and Distance Learning
Open and Distance learning is a shift from content to learner (Wilson, 2006). It
“is an amalgamation of two approaches which focus on expanding access to learning
. (Freemar, 2004). In ODL philosophy and practice, the terms represent approaches that
focus on opening access to education and training provision, freeing learners from
constraints of time and place and offering flexible learning t_:)pportunities to i-ndivic.luals
and groups of learners (UNESCO, 2002). It i§ concepma||§ed as a multldlrpenswnal
concept aimed at bridging the time, geographlcal, economic, social, educational and
communicative distance between students and course ware.a_nd students and peers.
ODL focuses on removing barriers to access Iearr_ling, ﬂexfblllty of learning, sfudent-
centeredness, supporting students and constructing learning programmes with the

expectation that students can succeed (UNIS{X, 2008). . N
Most definitions of ODL pay attention to the following cl_laractensucs: a way
of providing learning opportunities characterised by the .separatlc‘m of _'teach.ers and
learners in time or place, Of both time apd place and learning that is certl.ﬁed in some
ways by an institution. The us€ of a variety of media is employed, mcludl_ng print and
electronic two-wa ication that allow learners and tutors to interact, the
possibility of occasioned face-to-face meetings and a separated division of labour in the
ourses. (The Commonwealth of Leafnmg (COL) (2000).

' d delivery of € :
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when combined with distance cducation methodologics, is often referred to culiucti-,.-d).
as open and distance learning. ODL. often makes use of several different medis.
Students may learn through print, broadcasts, the internel. through occasional meetingsy
with tutors and with other students, casselte recordings, computer-based materinly,
computer interaction, video conlerencing and face-to-lace learning. ‘The term 02D, briis
become an imurnzllimmfly preferred label of innovative., non-traditional modes orf
delivery whose defining purpose is to overcome barriers fo suceess (Waghid. 2005).

Relevance of ICT in ODI,

The use of distance education and 1CT can improve the quality and variety of
the resources and support available (o -achers, opening up new avenues (o professional
development, changes in knowledge. skills, attitudes and the mindset of teachers and
head-teachers (Robinson, 2008). While there is an increase interest in the integration of
technolopy in teaching and Iearning. very little remains known about how the usc ol
ICTs is changing students® approaches to learning (Rumble, 2000). According (o
Perraton (2000). technology has spurred the development of ODLL. Students can learn
by means ol computers where technology is used as a ool that can be applied to a
ariely of goals in the learning process and can serve as a resource (o help develop
higher-order thinking, creatively and research skills (RingstalTand Kelley, 2002).

The ICT used in distance education systems includes c-mails, telephone, face -
(o - lace sessions. radio, television, audio and video casselles. compact dises and other
computer conventions, and teleconferencing systems. Online technologices can help
address usces of educational system equity and social exclusion and open up accessible
cducational  opportunities  (Gulali, 2008). Modern developments  of  innovative
technologies have placed more demands on teachers to learn how o use those new
technologics in their teaching (Robinson and LLatchem, 2003). A variety of iCTs can
factlitate not only delivery of instruction. but also the learning process itsell (Jung,
2005). 1CT can also promote international collaboration and nehworking in education
and professional development. 1CT range ol options such as videoconferencing through
multimedia delivery to websites, can be used (o meet the challenges teachers face
today. ICT may be able to provide more flexible and effective ways lor lifelong
professional development of teachers (Oguntayo, 2009). _

Arguably, the developzd countries move to wider participation and lifelong
lcarning for non-traditional Iearners and are closely linked to the development of a
string knowledge cconomy  (Peters, 2010). In contrast, however, the developing
countries” motives for distance learning are to provide basic and literary education o a
large number of poor people (Zhang, 2009). Advances in c-learning in developing
countries have been reported and severai determinaints may influence e-learning success
in these countries (1bid, 2009).

Recently, many teachers in Africa have been icend 1o use 1CT in developing
new curricula, to get guidance and supporl in punine it into practice.  for
communication, cooperation and censcious inquiry into their lessons, (o develop new
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skills in using technology, to develop new teaching approaches, to create a humanistic
learning environment, to share resources, to exchange experience and to develop
together (Haddad, 2007). Research has also indicated that ICT can change the way
teachers teach and that it

: ' is especially useful in supporting more student-centered
" approaches to instruction and in developing the higher order skills and promoting
collaborative activities (Haddad, 2007).

There have been several efforts around the world to effectively use technology
to train teachers to use technology as tools for enhancing teaching and learning (Jung,
2005). Today, best practices in using ICT in teaching and learning are now being
shared among teachers scattered around the world,

Open Educational Resources

Open Educational Resources are- freely accessible licensed documents and

media that are useful for teaching, learning and assessing as well as for research
purposes. It is the leading trend in distance education / o

pen and distance learning
domain as a consequence of the o

penness movement (Jawal, 2009). Some people
though, consider the use of open file format to be an essential cha

racteristics of OER,
this is not a universally acknowledged requirement. '

There are many numerous working definitions of OER. William and Flora Hewlett
Foundation defines it as “teaching, learning and research resources that reside in the
public domain or have been released under an intellectual property license that permits
their free use and re-purposing by others. Open educational resources textbooks,
streaming videos, tests, software, course materials, modules and any other tools,
material or techniques used to support access to knowledge”.
OER is also defined by the organization for Economic Cooperation and
+ Development (OECD) as “digitized materials offered freely and openly for educators,
students and self-learners to use and reuse for teaching, learning and research. OER
includes learning content, software tools to develop, use and distribute content and
implementation resources such as open licenses”. (Attan, 2007). It is also concerned as
“materials offered freely and openly to use and research (Johnson, 2010), It is also
defined as educational resources (lesson plans, quizzes, syllabi, instructional modules,
simulations, etc) that are freely available for use, reuse, adaptation and sharing (Ibid,
2010).

In its simplest form, the concept of open educational resources describes any
educational resources (including curriculum maps, course materials, textbooks,
streaming videos, multimedia applications, podcasts and any other mz_xteria]s that have
been designed for use in teaching and learning) that are openly available for use by
educators and students without an accompanying need to pay royalties or license fees
(Bantain, 2012). OER has emerged as a concept with great potential to support
educational transformation. While its educational value lies in the idea of using
resources as an integral method of communicathn of currlcu_lum. in educational courses
(i.e. resource — based learning), its transformative power lies in the ease with which
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d. can be shared via the internet, (Renchard, 2008),
: cen an OER and any other Ct|llC&1|i(!l];1]
lucational resource that Ineorpory(e

such resources, when digitize |
Mostly, there is only one key (Iil'l'crcillm.lm' betw ‘
resource: the license. Thus, an OER is sunpl?' an ¢ o
a license that [acilitates reuse and pulcnlmlly adaptation,
permission from the copyright holder (George, 2013).

s
without [irst requesting

E-Learning Resources of Open Iducation Resources _ B e
E-learning, has been conceptualised as the cmnplchum'u | i l Inr he
— e . - - - ik Y3 " L TAd ) ) | AV ;IS -‘ 1 .‘. L]
delivery of education using, information and communication techne ’1 _g,) : u‘ 5 it fs
' ICT advances in computer hardware and software

wesented (o learners through : : :
PUCHHEd Ioindecd comprises of

facilitics and communication and networking. system. 2 :
cducational activities that are carricd out by individuals or groups working online or
olfline and  synchronously  or asynchronously Illl‘(‘l‘lgl' network or -“.'_"“d:illnnc
computers and other electranic devices (Madu, 2006). For casy C""””“"”“"‘"”_'-.'l can
be dubbed as web learning, virtual learning, online lc:u'ulng. ncl\.v('u'li learning or
distributed learning. 1t could usc the internel technology (o deliver digital content angd
engender a learning environment for the teachers and the S[ll(lL‘l!lS. - ‘

It (e-learning) could also be seen as a broad combination ol contents and
infrastructure to use computers and networks to scale or improve one or more
significant parts of a learning value chain, including management and  delivery
(Nwokolo, 2015). It is imperative o underscore the importance ol e-learing as
veritable electronic fearning covering a wide set of applications and process such as
web-based learing. digital collaboration and computer-bascd Icarning. It also includes
satellite broadeast. interactive Tv and CD-RONM., delivery of content via internel /
extranct and audio and video tape (1bid). '
particularly the 1CT, e-learning has become a knowledge provider and a veritable tool
for the enhancement of intellectualism. The resources are [reely accessible license,
documents and media that are useful for ( raching, leaming, and research. They include
open educational  resources,  textbooks, strecaming videos,  tests, S("rl\\:'{ll't.:. course
materials. modules and technigues for knowledge acquisition (A HKpo, 2014). They are
alsolesson plans, quizzes, syllabi, instructional simulations that are available for use

and adaptation. They include also, podeasts. multimedia applications and internet. The

computers. web, television,
internet and several other applications (Naaji, 2000)
nformation - Communication Technolopy (1071,
coneepts is the area of nomenclature, while o-|
of clectronic technology,

Olabode (2012) stated that giving the diverse nature of e-learning resources

major c-leaming resomces are projectors, multimedia

S They all come under the acpis ol
The difference between the two
aring resources fall within the
open education resonrces cncompass  both

technology and several other applications aimed al mproving teaching., |
research. ‘ d

conlines
imformation
arning

Specifically. however, (he application of compuler for

. i I e mstructional delivery
sed - Tearning application .

”“ll \AL-\CI‘“I \ “]L.[ l‘l‘l”l‘“lLr h:ll . I

224

Scanned with CamScanner



E- Learning Resources And Open Ey,

‘ . Ucation Resoyrces In Nigeria - Toy O fo—
PO Z ) uobere 1. ®Puyate,

--'"""'.___
learning. But generally, e-learning resources ap
relatively similar but conceptually dj

f _and open educational resources are
ferent (Abiodun, 2015),

the commodificatj :
alternative or enhanced educatj i i, 2015, UNGSCO B ki o

0 maki onal paradigm (Salisu, 2015 5 ik
leading role in making countrie s of Ogﬁu'glssofglnlfzz:gj:)lnn%ai
nd chaired discussions on this

of OER across all ecliucation sectors on the African continent. The OER project focuses
on the use of OERs in teacher education on sub-Saharan Africa.

Ir_l .2003,_ the owne(ship of Wikipedia and Wiktionary projects was transferred
to the Wikimedia Foundation, a non-project charitable organization whose goal is to
collect and develop free educational content and to disseminate it effectively and
globally. In 2008, the OER Commons Teachers Training Initiative was launched to
advance open educational practices and building opportunities for systemic change in
teaching and learning. In August, 2006, Wiki Educator was also launched to provide
avenue for planning education projects built on OER, creating and promoting open
education resources (OERs) and networking towards funding proposals (Wiki-
Educator, 2006). Its Wiki-Educator’s Learning Content Project built skills in the use of
Media Wiki and related free software technologies for mass-collaboration in the
authoring of free content and claims to be the world’s largest wiki training project for

" education (Wiki educator, 2010).

~ In 2011-2012, academicians from Legon, Ghana, created OER "portal with free
resources on macro and micro economics and soft skills which were made available for
global learners. In 2006, the African Virtual University (AVU) released 73 modules of
its Teacher Education Programs as open education resources to make the courses freely
available for all. In 2010, the AVU developed the OER Reposition which has
contributed to increase the number of Africans that use, contextualize, share and
disseminate the existing as well as future academic content (Bade, 201 1).

Many developing countries in Africa par.t:cularly Nigeria, have been
strategizing on the need to develop the nation’s edugatlonal resource base as a way of
contributing to the global emphasis on open educational resources dcvelopmt?nt. The
establishment of educational resource centers in all the states of the Federation was
Beared towards achieving this goal. Though, there are Institutional Resources Centres
which are often referred to as Learning Resource Centre (LRC) and Centre for
Educational Technology (CETs), and Government Rf:sourcc Centrcs xown, 28
Educational Resource Centre (ERC) and National Edl.lcatlor?al lnstltute. (NEI), they‘r all
perform similar functions such as acquiring and circulating educational materials,
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providing professional assistance to teachers and students i
usage of instructional materials,
ol teaching and learning,

v the design, production;.
and administration of media materials for impmvcmeﬁt‘;

i

Counclusion / Recommendations : ‘

The paper provided simple and practical definitions ol ¢-learning and’ Open
Educational Resources as frecly available resources used by educators and learners, E-
learning is particularly seen as a new educational concept using the infernet technology:
and it delivers the digital content and provides a learning- oriented environment for th
teachers as students. 11 is an electronic fearning covering a wide sel of applications and
processes, such as web-based learning, computer-based learning, virtual classroom and
digital collaboration. Some of the resources include web, multimedia, computey;
projectors, television, Intranct, content and instructional methods delivered throngh
CD-ROM, audio and Videotape, Satellite broadeast and interactive. s

Open Education Resources, on the other hand, also consist of the c-learning
resources most of which are today available in vast quantitics in Uniycrsities across (he
world. No one is generating any meaninglul commercial return from these resources,
yet, many more are being produced every week. However, these represent a common

intellectual capital that should be unlocked to drive and support cducation rather than
being kept hidden away from sight. '
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