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ABSTRACT

‘The aim of this study is to identify the place Ofu onen in the use of inforniation’in lai ge
scale agricultural development process in laye community of Akinyele Loeal
S Government Area of Ovo State. This is with a view to providing ) valuahle data for .
= - government, NGOs a. ad other Policy md
s agricultural development programmes. Tive hindred and forty copies of a questionnaire

were arimumfe; ed to respondents. which include women firmers and extension workers.

A
Also data were collected through the focus group discussion oral interview and existing
comparative literature. 1f was revealed that only a very small percentage of women
Sfurmer were involved in fairly large- scale agriculture. Factors .'esp()fmhlc’j()f this

information at their disposal maximally.

E Introduction
= ' Women all over the world, especially in Africa, are seen as second class citizens.
Anderson and Judith (1990) supports this view: by saying that women-are per ceived

as a separate class of being. This has led to the under valuation and subordination -

of women in human history. The male folk see women as creaturcs to.dominate -
and control because to themn, women are weak, brainless and czn do no productive.
" e MBS w01k Thus women are not being mvolved in lalg ~scale agrlcu]tu[al produc‘uon

MEN, INVOLVEMENT .IN 1ARGE- SCALE AGRICULTURAL -

ing bodies, to guide in developing. the

include non-allocation of lund to women, lack of relevant information-on ‘agriculiure
and lack of funds. Nevertheless the vezyfew' that were engaged mfﬁu ming utilize the .
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DR. EVAREST C. MADU
Wubert (1999) says women in ﬂgjuc,ultu[e are only silent partners. The Human

Development Report of 1993 shows that women are the greatest.excluded group

' from development processs UNIFEM: (1997) affirms that gender is an obstacle,

which affects women pdrthlpdthl’l in development. Women in our societies are
seen as wives and mothers, as a result; that should just be their role. UNIFEM
further opines that the depaﬁment oftagriculture ncluding Pthy makers and

development porgrammies, assumes'that farmers at the large scale level will be
‘men. These obvious dlqcnmmallonb aroused the concern a]l over the world to
give women their place in every sphere of productive process. U 1egbu (2001)

Lonfnms this when he said that United, Nations, UNDP, UNICFF and other nori-
U)vcmmcnl organization (NGOSs) are &howm;ﬁ increasing interest through their

‘campaigns, conferences and workshopb to stop al! forms of diserimination against

women and development in the last decade, actual progr ess has been vely mmlmai
not even in iarge scale agricultural produu]on :
1. Specitic Objectives of this Study Include:

=

" To deterimine the level of women involvement i large-scale agricultural

, _production - :
in. To determine the extent ofwhlch women ut1h7e dgrlu.]tuta] information
for enhanced farming. :
ii.  To determine. the hindering:factors to the adoption of am](,ulturftl
i measures among female farmers. ‘ 2
i The chl()[mlfuhngﬂm [)HUL.I]MUOH ofwomen in l'ng(, smlc agriculture.
o Literature Review

"2.1 Information

According to Sdundus( )81) nﬁmnmt]on 154 soudiprc, requisite for living that

~ can be perceived in terms of its everyday sense of facts, data, opiniori and the

like, including, ut certainly notconfined to whatis revealed in the result of study,
research and scholarship in-all fields of knowledge. Information is as old as
human civilization and it pervades all aspects of human activity. No consensual

definition of the concept exists in literature. Each definition appears to be titled
to the academic, professional and occupanoncﬂ rmc:ﬂtdtlon oflhc definer.

However, many -;cho]"us have opmed that mionmtlon is thc most important
ingredient lequJT(.d for rural. dcve]opmcnt effort to succeed in N:g‘el ia. Smnlc_y :

2
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d ‘hf;l_,[_;‘rw;,l_he SUrvivat-of man - his €nvironment-depends or. information, . e
! herefore, the need to have information for the purpoeses of decision making {s- -
i £ ' : : 4 . 9 A o, TS 5 A ! £
- variable. Man requires information to be able

o G ‘ libraric

_ to manipulate the faclors ol : i

- production such as land, labour, and capital resources into. meaningful and "

~ productive use (Madu, 1999). In essence, information isan essential instrumcns:,
- for deve]opmentUNESCO(1979),déﬁ'nes information I

- availz}l_’
A commodity, a resource of value capable of being exploited in the same ;. - Cdp(:ﬁ;
"""" manner as coffee, colton; nia_chinmy;_ mm(,ra] resources, I)Lgtjnan resources that : ?ﬁnm |
can be utilized to produce more good's_' for the C'Onsmnption of society: gt R Sl Al
doe As a means of mobf]}si‘n gpeople fora group or individuat goal, in formation ]am =
" can drastically later dccp rooted at’tftu_d.(.é‘z;lnd opinion about all that has to do with A i
an individual or group success. To sq,,ppo:t this, ,Gordon‘(19:94) comiments 'r‘_hat o Seator
_ information is interchan ged between individuals and/gy group ofindividualg in.~ = ° ocshitvq
; order to co-ordinate their physical activities on that their collective behavioura f’l["-i‘a'[:tl
‘ group. 5‘ = ; G : A
" Information has a locus and a driving force for change. According to : et
Deeson (1971), information in a c-uh___L_l_x:‘\z;I. context is in the maintenance and - e
e b transmission of that culture, Thig infbn.nration must be disseminated inauseably . d-ultl:‘.:
' form and at the right time in order to achieve its aim. Wijasuriya (1983) opines e naych
thataccess to,relevant information and ideas is indispensable to the development c;)mm
= ofh}lnam poteptials, the advancgmcnt ofciﬁlization ang continuance of enligh[cn‘cd s T
sclf.—govcrn:-menl. ' | e
2.2 Utilization of Agricultural Information T ‘ e ?j; O]zll;
According to-Hornby in Popoola ({l 993), utilization is to make use afistnd - ]-_'I e
or use for something. The something here would be taken for information.
Therefore utilization of agricultural in formation is a way olusing the in f"(-)i'mui‘fon | = enm‘
ou agriculture which has been received on farming operation by the farmcr . e
beneficially. Uhegbu (200 1) says that nformation utilization is the actual putting - iovatD
into appropriate use of acquired with nation. | s
, For agricultural information to be uti__[?ized, it must be relevant to thg nged. - -2‘72 :
of the user Alegbeleye (1 987) support this by saying that utilization of information: - '
'y any clientele is influenced by the kind of job done profession or function one - il
erforms In essence only relevant inform.a.ti_on. can be properly used by thn Right © &« . - e
ise, ' _ s _ i e e g [Ters
- The medium of sources in which-information is presented must be in -+ E]Thi
— . armony with the charac_—,teristic_ of the user foritto be utilized, Forexample, ita . = Nl
seris an illiterate farmer and as result

cannot read and write, any information

3
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DR EVAREST C. M. IH(’ : ) “ WOME N AINVOLFENIENT .’Nl ARGE-SCALL
on fertilizer application brous_ht to him in written medium s useless. The informatic
must be presented in an appreciable format. The extension workers of publ!
hibraries and government agencies should form the habit of repackaging informatic
medium to suit the rura¥dwellers (Unegbu 2001, Aboyade 1983). '
Another determinant to thecutilization of agricultural information

- availability and accessibility. Availability of information is meaningless if the us:

cannot have aceess to it. Thus proper and eficetive utilization of agricultur:
information enml]s that the information must be availabie in the right quantity ar
time, devoid of socio-economic and environmental 1mpcd1mcnts (Uhegbu 20¢
and Aboyade 1981). Adekunle (1995) explained where he talked about Thomdike
Jaws of effect and readiness. According to him, the law of readiness applies th;
farmers must be (rained when (e Lime is vipe i the planting and harvestin
seasons, otherwise such extension efforts will be wasted while the Jaw of effe:
posits that a farmer tends to adopt a technology only when thai experience briny!
satistaction (psychologically, socially and financially) to his/her environment.

' Moreso, educational level and social participation has been identified
determine the utilization of;?gricultpral infermation (Onu 1991).. Sequel to t.
low level of éducation of farmers in the rural aredas Adeniran (1995), noted th:-

- adults learn by participation, problems solving experiences, positive reinforcemer,

psychomotor approach (learning by doing), use of audiovisuals and avoidance
communication barriers. Also when farmers form ‘meaningful groups/societic
at the grassroots, they can spearhead the demand for the extension messag

that suits their purpose. Adekunle (1995b). opines that when these str atqju

are put in place, the attitudes of farmers toward extension seryvice will |

. tavoutable. “The consequence would be an thghtened gxoup and sustainab:

increase in agricultural production. - ;

Finally the exclusion of farmers.from plarmmg the innovations that aj
meant for them, resulis in vehementrejection of several inn ovations by farmer
This is either because the innovation are soua]ly mcompaublc or economicall

invariable (Oi,unh( litint and Yahaya 1995) 5 e "

, | :
2.2 The Place of Women in Nigeria Agriculture.

Just like in other African coumtries, there has been a paucity of detaile

data on the contribution which worien make in agricul Itural production, for a lor

time. - Howeyer, recent studies aré'beginning to show the place of women |-

Nigeria aumulluu According to Adeyo KKunu (1981), there are regional service

i

in the participation of Nigeria women in agriciilture. 1’etdI and Anthwoion 3
xOIl (1)90), mdlmu, that 98% of women in. ,!]ﬂ e study: they, camcd_ :
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cngaged in farm wo:I\ While Engunjobil (1992), says 70% ofwomuum;loyud

. in the third world, are actually engaged in agriculture Nkoil further’ opines dafies (1.
these women planted yams, participated in bush clearing and. the pILpﬂTGUOI‘l of e
land and w ecdmg: . : ol as

As hard working as 1he women are, they remain unappreciated, espeual]y : 5
the women in the villages. (WJP 1993) refers to these women as voiceless
women in the villages, who are equal actors in the effort to feed the cities, ilinE: D
rural women have no other rout ine than a vicious circle ofhouse chores and i
farm work. Wilbat (1995), comrpu}ts that throughout history, women have playuj (l
very important roles in pre-agricultural hunting and gathering societies. when _ 0
they provided 75 to 80 percent of the food. Aina and Salau (1)92) supports this o
~view by saying that women produce ol [ food in Africa. .

However, the strength of women in agriculture is gubsumed in that of the JLLI

men. This is sequel to gender i 1ssues as noted by Aderson and Judith (| 9)()) that -
the perception of women as a separate class of being, has led to- the: under :

valuation and subordination of women in human hmtory Consequent]y women ?
have been neglected and deprived of their right to useful information. Sprzng, ‘]_
(1986) argues that agricultural mformahon given tomen will automfltu,a]ly truckle B
down to their wives but the reverse has been thg case Thus Women J LHUCG
Programme (WJP} advocates that women need ag much attention as men lf we A
- must get out of our food crisis. . - :
~ Today, the contribution of womcn pcasamé to aﬂnculu iral producUon 1S ol
more than that of men (WJP 1995) The increasihg participation of women in i
agriculture is; according to Yahaya (1990) and Okarji (1985). attributed to greater S
male mvolvement in non-farm range employment.. lnf‘y note tllatmualu number
of men migrate to urban areas, whl](, the womﬂn are left to do the fdrmmg: Rt
activities. : u
With all that women we putting into as,nc,ultum experts believe that Lhey o
- could still perform considerably better, than they are doing presently if given the | 5
fullest opportunity WJP (1995) says that'women are only per forming at lea S 1
percent less than full capacity. Also Wilbert (1999) has says:
All sings part to women become an even greater Jorce in the future &
And as women gain wider recognition for their. contribution (o n”rzcu/mr@ . il

as more women become owners and decision makers on the world s Sfarms,

T as women gain a stronger stakein food and agricultur al policy and rural.  « W

community development, as Universities begin to pl(lwde more role moiels i

Jor women in agriculture, as roles in agriculture sNift from being male

dominated to being repr escmed equal/y by /:0!]1 se,wa agriculture oy al
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least our conception of it will gzm‘e simple, chance.

Factors that affect the performince of women in agriculture have been
identified by studies, such as those of Gama (1990), Olowoye (1990) and WJP

" (1995), to be social, cultufal and CCOJ’lOmlCdl which include social norms, social
" values, social beliefs, access to land tmzmmal capital, access to production input

and ll’mprItdth]l/StOldﬂe

'rStatcment 01 the Problem

Women-are not yet accor ded thelr place n hr"e sca]x. agricultural

production and the development proc,et..s generally. ‘The soctety as a whole

meluding agricultural development:programmes:discriminate against women

C(UNIFEM 1997). Thus dgjur,ulluml departments exclude wumu] 10 their design
- of extension serviees.  In the communities, the ﬂadlt:onal system underplays
. women by totally excluding them from apply;ng for or owing land.. (Women

justice Program (WJP) 1995). SD.,\;{omen are not recognized to be the great
change agentand powerful influences that experience has shown in development
process. They hardly own large farms, thus no role models for women in large
scale agriculture. Rather the roles are male do_mina‘tcd.__: Until these roles move
from male dominance to being represented equally by both sexes, agriculturat

productivity will not know any significant change. | g ol

Methodologv ; :
The survey method of resear ch was adoptcd for the study: 240 rcspomluﬂs

were chosen Tor the study. 220 who responded to the guestionnaire dre women
farmers in ljaye while 20 represented agricultural development pu&.onnel 10
women were selected for focus group discussion. :

In ¢hoosing respondents for the quéstionnaire, the stratified and simple
random sampling techniques were adopted. Respondents were stratified according
to the quarters in the town. The quai‘lijers in [jaye include Sariki, Arekurunmi,
Oritamerin, Isale Oja, high school roac"i:-B‘albg,Lm Ajobo, Fldnola — Faginmi, Alakita
and Agesingbena. From each (Sfihebe qul ters (Stratum) 22 rts;aondc,nts wcre'

randomly selected. : :
The purposive sampling thhmquc was used in selectmg subjects from the

agricultural agencies. These agricultural development u.prescntatxvec; weleboth' A
respondents to the questionnaire and theinterviewe. ‘

Finally, there was a focus groups dlSLUbSlUI] (I'GD). . 101 lhc GL) 10
women farmers were selected, five of these are young farmers and whﬂe five
3},;!:@-1"@-.@1.(1(;1‘1)/ rarm-er.s _\ in_.conven.lc«.ngc-samphng chnique was; adopted 1
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S enedSlEclan Thf: Arequency:method:of ana]svsls was used.” Data \were coded in" "DﬁR ‘_D ua3 i
i plé percentages and v CIC presented in tables. Data obtained through the - jl"'ll_’lt :
S juestionnaire were discussed in relation. o the re scarch questions. Findings ol M

(. he interview and focus gloup dls(,ussmn were also d}sumcd in relation to thc . [ No of far’
~Iwesearch question. : ’ o
a0 e ' ) Sk _ 5 TR

= Distribution of Questionnaire to Respondents in Jjaye Town. @ o o0 it
SIN | Quarters No of resplondents Percentage | = [ 5
e s ST e BTy o
i | Arekurunmi : . 2X . e o = ﬁlo,tj
- i Oritannerin . * i ol s e R . "4‘,
5 - ” - o - ) i £ able i
v Isale Oja Ty 10% b
: ——— e - . Distributy:
i , Jie & s - ik ; Y i i g il e e
v -JJ;glwchqumod | 22 - 10% : " [Noof H
vi | Balogun ' 10% 0
& Vil Ajobo : 10% [t I
viii Akmola Faginmi |° © 20imeT 10% e 0.5
= . Alakita - o oS P 1.5
X Agesingbena ' 22 0ze e ks 2
~ Total 220 i SRR
e ble 2 , ! ' Bl i
‘ :ﬂrlbu‘non of Aoucnltural Pemnnnc] R(,spondcnts . 2
] SIN Agricultural Agencus No of Respondents | Percentage] . —-—-—'E“"
| Lita 5 25% oo e
"~ i Oyo State Ministry of i 5 e ‘ o = —'*"‘E““i
Agric. (OYSADEP) IR i S E e Tot
B COWAD. = Grs B o =
Sy University of Ibadan s L o e Tables 2
- Agric extension | : e a- o communt
Total : | 2 108 Ror S (S own wo.

* women ar

P T e L




| No-of Hecters | No of Respondents | Percentage

non £ 3 TS '
fe e 8 i 4.

0.5 : o 13.4

e i 6 T 29y

D | A e 20.9

25 ' B Eds - 16.4

3 o e

T e e

A R &

5 3 5

6 ElEse Sy

- : e -

3 1 | 5
Total 201 s 100.00

. women arenot given the opportunity own large areas of farm land.” ~ .

DR EVAREST C.MADU -, . WOMENINVOLVEMENT IN LARGE-SCALE
Table 3 ‘ ‘

~Distribution of Respondents Accorcliﬁg. to the' Number of Farm Owned

No of farm Owred | No of Respondents | Percentage
N e e e
= ! 67 o 333
3 35 17.4

- A 150
B 19, 9.4
6 : e s
“Total A s 100.0

Table 4 ;
Distribution of Respondents According to Hecters of Land Owned

Tables 2 and 4 above show that only 9 (two) women.own up to six farms in Laye
comhmnily while only T(.S)-_()wn up to 8 hecters arca of land. While 67 (33.3)
own Lwo farms and o (29.9) own, onc and hall heeters-arcas of land and 42
(20.9) own two hecters area of land to farm on. This justifies WJP’s claim that




3 - No Types of Inf fniormanon
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istribution of Respnndents Acr_m(lmn to the Ex

L\m icultural Informatmn Anmnrr \\ omen '

No Resp.

Mo‘stFreq.I Frg. ) Occ. I Never. .

. 1. Informalion on pian: ! 1(05) ]7;4418 |*59(25.4) | 46(22.4) 119(5.5) | 201 (160.0) |
Information on harvesting | - 45{224 669328) | 76(562) | 14(7.0) | 201 (100.0) |
3. lnformatrononprocessmg I - l 35915.4),‘1,17(50 2)! 18(9.2) fzmu_o_q.oy
of prod: ‘ .
Cl |4 information on weeding | - D 54259 [ 5428.4) | 16(50) . 201(100.0) |'
5 Inlomatenonploughing || g0 | 42200) [ 811403) | 29 (12.) 7
" | |6 Information on produet ’ 1(0.5 ’ 19 96*5 I 25(14.4) , 108 (53, 7;’ 44 (21.9) “
N preservation ik
e Information on cultivation ‘ 1(0.5) (0 9 f 57(2 :

4) [ 52059) | 21770) 201(100.0)
7(33.3) I 602 10299

) 8. Information on orop 201(100.0)

tisnases
9. Inlormation on cropping
period

LO Information

11 Information ’
12, Information on new ’

6(3.0) : 201‘(100.0)'

54(26.9) I73363 68(33.8)
o

| sdeaq), ]75373)’7 73) | 12(60) ,2011000-[
| 28(128) ﬁ(249[1 (52.2) | 20(10.0) | 20110007

18(9.0} | 0144 [Z1e02) 23(164} 01(100.0)
lechnalogies : ; !
180 lnformahonommproved 2(1 (254) - ?‘14 85423) 0(19.9) 201(1000)
seed variety & -
14 Information on Pesticides | 7a368) [ 7284) ]1880 [ 201(1000)
e fnformallononAnJmarcare [ 49(24.9) [ 42 [ B1(40.) ]29 (14.4) [ 201(100.0) |

- - Phis table reveals th at majority of the Cfpun(kn(s have |

wricultural information to- adopt new agricultural

- 95(97.0) indicated th at they use miormatlon on cropping period either vc1y
requently, frequently or occasionally while the least number rofrespondents who

se agricultural information, which js on produciprespwahon either vcryhcqucmly :
‘equently or Occasionally is 157(79.1). ;

On the other hand, 44(21. 9) is the Izwhcst numbu ()ersponduﬂs who

e used to agricultural information and this is in the area of prodyct
' eservation, while the Je east number oflcspondenls who never used agricultural -

‘format ion 156(3.0), in area of cropping per iod.

practices to'a great extent.
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- Table 6 i
Distribution of Facto
New Agricultural Measures

WOMEN INVOLVEMENT IN [ARGE-SCALE

rsas They Ai‘k‘_é,%t_ Parti_gipatiém’ of Women and A’d‘optidn of

women are prevented from having.access to land and lo

" inlarge-scale agriculture, they will make great impact on agr

. women include land, fund, relev am::jir‘lﬂf,‘m‘ma‘c_ign,,stera_"g‘eE and transportatio

s

No | Hindrance 1t doesn’t hinder | It hinders “Total

15a |-Access to land 49(24.4) - 152(95.6) | 201(1000.0)
15b | Finance '59(29.4). - 142(90.6) | 201(1000.0)
15¢ | ProductionInput * | 174(86.6) " 27(13.4) | 201(1000.0)
15d | Storage 98(48.8). 103(512) | 201(1000.0)
15¢ | Transportation 112(55.9). T 39(44.5) | 201(1000.0)
150 | Cultural constraints| 194 (7). ‘ a5 201(1000.0)
15g | Social constrain!s 188(93.5) 0 201(1000.0}

152 (75.6) of the total respondents indicated that access to land is a major factor

that hindérs women participation-in‘agricultural adoption of new agricultural

" measures. Also the finance reveals that fiancé is another hindering factor, with
143 (70.6) of respondent’s indication. Morese, 1U
. that cultural constraint is a hindering factor to their adoption of new agricultural

3(67.2) respondents indicated

measure. 188(93.5) respondents say that social constraint 1$ ndf'prob_lem. This
-the point made by (UNIFEM 1997). that

relation goes a long way to establish
an as their male

counterpart.- Also from the interview encounter with agricultural representatives
exlension workers. 1L was revealed that the local women are usually being .
discriminated against, when it comes to owning land and money - '

Conclusion
The result of this study shows that the extent to which women are, involved in
Jarge-séale agriculture is little. Out ofatotal 0f 201 respondents, only 22 indicated

(0 own between 5 and 6 different farms while only 6 indicated to own between

7 and .8 hecters of land. ; ‘
. " Also the findings revealed that the agric ultural information received by
women farmers is_maxhﬂallyutflizad. Thus if they are encouraged to participate
icultural development

preGEsEs Sl o ‘ . _
Finally-the result showed that the factors that hinder women participation

in large-scale agriculture and the adoption of new agricultural measure among, -

0
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