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INTERNET ADOPTION FOR STUDIES BY STUDENT IN

NIGERIAN UNIVERSITIES A CASE. STUDY OF FEDERAL

= JN!VERS!TY OF TECHNOLOGY MINNA

: The internets as we all know 1t today isa funcuon of direct effort by U S 2 : . ‘
researehers who tried to communicate and link-up w1th theuse of computer (Madu, o
2005). This determinafion is a result of the cold war between the East represented
by Russia and the West represented by the United State of America. It wasa

salculated effort through research to ensure dommanee over the East. P38.

. Precisely, the internet was started in 1969 under a contract by the Advaneed' :
Research Project Agency (ARPA) whose major objectlve then was to connect e
“fom major computers at Universities in the South Western United States:
According to (Tbegwam, 2002: 47) the internet at this stage was to ensure that there
““was no break in communication at that critical per1od of cold war even if some of :

the sites were destroyed by nuelear attach.

~With the successful lmplementatlon of the above Ob_] ective and mreahzanon' |

= of the apparent benefits,

The computer base of. the mzlzrary was expanded to mclude other
networks for scientific research agencies, and some other

networks covermg the colleges and universities. These various .

networks were inter-linked so that researchers, sczentzsts

governments and students would commumcaz‘e and exchange

zdeas across the networks (Ayo 2001 82)

Nyako 1997, described mtemet or mtematlonal network as a network of

““thousands.of computers somie of these computer are simple, while others are - .
i powerful and sophisticated. For him, internet can be used interchangeably with a '
“'super high-way along Wthh mformatron as texts, audio, pictures, videos travel world o

~iwide p77.
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The internets as we all know ittoday i is afunctlon of direct effort by U S =

researchers who tried to communicate and lmknup withthe use of cornputer (Madu, o

2005). This détermination is a result of the cold war between the East represented -

by Russia and the West represented by the United State of America. It wasa . . ‘

salculated effort through research to ensure dom]nance over the Fast. P38.

Precisely, the mternet was started in 1969 under a contract by the Advanced N |

Research Project Agency (ARPA) whose major objectrve then was to connect -

“From major computers at Universities in the South Western United States.
Accordrng to (Ibegwam, 2002: 47) the internet at this stage was to ensure thatthere
“vas no break in communication at that critical perlod of cold war even 1f some of :
the sites were destroyed by nuclear attach | i

~With the successful Implementatron of the above objective and in reahzanon ‘.
= of the apparent benefits, ‘

i The computer base of the mzlztary was expanded to mclude other
networks for scientific research agencies, and some other ' _
networks covering the colleges and universities. These various . -
networks were inter-linked so that researchers, scientists,
governments and students would commumcate and exchange :
zdeas across z‘he networks (Ayo 2 00] 82) :

Nyako 1997, described mternet or mternatlonal network as a network of
“thousands of computers some of these computer are simple, while: others are
powerful and sophisticated. For him, internet can be used interchangeably witha -
~“super high-way along w}nch mformatron as texts, audio, pictures, videos travel world -

i W1de p77. i | :
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* Internet plays a crumal furiction in the teaching, leammg and research in any
academ1c institute Kurnar and Kaur (2006) and Igun (2005) have asserted that
‘academic institutions cannot do wr[hout internet services especially in this era of
information globalization, explosmn and superhighway. According to Adomi,
Omoleko and Otolo, 2004, Ojedokun and Owolabi 2003, internet enhances
teaching, studymg, research pubhshmg and commumcatlon

__ Anether study by Idowu (1997) exammed the use of computer ized
° information system in Nigerian Universities and research institute libraries and found
out that it is sighificant toward attitudinal change.

- Obioha (2005) posited that ICT tools and researchers in their information :
= seeking aid use of information speediily. It helps in acquisition of more knowledge. -
She also found out that and from international and local agencies supports research
activities including the provision of ICT tools, training and re-training. She reported
that insufficient ICT tools and centres also show down research work.

According to Ubogu (2000), information seekers increasingly want mstant,
individual access to information without any mediation.

. The perceived usefulness of the mtemet was studied by Akiola et al (2005) t0

‘ evaluate the information seeking behaviour of University of Ibadan students on the

internet. The results indicated that students use the intemet for a variety of activities
g but needed to be taught strategies on how to obtain information on the internet.

In ngerla some research work has been ca;med out on the usage of the
internet and ICT in several educational environments. In Jagboro (2003) the use of
the internet was rated fourth as a source of academic information by postgraduate
students of the ObafemiAwol’oWO University, Ile Ife because of the limited number
“of access points available at the time, while the University’s Library was rated first.
AJUWOI’I (2003) showed that first year clinical and nursing students in a Nigerian
Teaching Hospltal do not have sufficient computer skills and internet use
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proficiency. The impact of internet usage on academic petfo'rmanoe was,vs‘md'ied by .
Osunade et al (2004) using two Universities as case study. The control group did
not have access to the internet, while the experimental group had access to'the
internet. The results- showed a significant difference between the academmf ,

performances of the two groups

| By the 2004 most mstttuttons and umver51ty towns had internet access through o

- the University or through commercial ISPs in the town. Thus , Agbonlahor (2005)

showed that many academic staff have oomputers and access the internet for
academic information in a study on the adoption of ICT by academic staff in10
Nigerian universities. The perceived usefulness of the internet was studied by Akinola
et al, (2005) to evaluate the information seeking behaviour of Umvers ity of Ibadan
student on the internet. The results indicate students usethe internet for a variety of
activities but need to be taught Strategles onhowto obtam mformatlon on thei mtemet

OBJECTIVESOFTHISSTUDY i

The broad objective of this study is to explore the dlfference n mtemet use’in
terms of information seeking and communication activities of the students of the
Federal University of Technology, Minna, Nigeria, at different levels for lea.mmg‘ '
purposes. The specific Ob_]GCUVGS therefore include: : :

To explore what proportion of students are actua]ly malqng use of some -
internet resources. G

METHODOLOGY

Research Design

Because of the large number of students involved in thié study, the ‘survey' :

* method was adopted. Marshall (1997) Ferenkell and Wallen (1993) and Alreck

and Settle (1985) have recommended the survey method when ln.fom'tanon is tobe
gathered from a large number of people.
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POPULATION

. The population of this comprised all students of the Federal University of
technology Minna, Nigeria, during the 2006/ 2007 academic session whichis a
population of 15,000 students. 10% of this population which is 1,500 was selected
as sample for the study. The 10% of the population chosen was as a result of time
and financial constraint. N R byt R R

SAMPLING DESIGN

The proportional stratified sampling design was used for this study. This isa
process in which certain subgroups or strata are selected for the sample in the same
proportion as they exist in the population. The sample here was stratified into four
levels by year e.g 200 level, 300 level, 400 level and 500 level; with a random
selection of 10% from each level. This stratification increases the reliability and the
confidence obtainable from survey data. |

‘ The-'f(.)llo_wing procedure was followed to obtain the stratification of the
students’ levels. : ; : , : :

Total number of students 15,000

Sampleselected 1,500 (10%.0f 15,000)

Total number 0f 200 level students 425 '

Sample selected - | 42.5 (10% of 425)

Total number 0300 level students - 280 , :

Sample selected” 28 (10% of 280)

Total number of 400 level students 330 | |
Sample selected. 133 (10% 0f 330) ' -
Total number of 500 level students 465 ety

Sample selected 46.5 (10% of 465)

. Therefore total numbér of students for data collection= 1,500 (i.e 425+280
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4330 +465).

DATA COLLECTION

: Data was collected by sendmg guestionnaire to the four schools inthe
‘university. A total of 1200 out of 1500 students returned their questlonnalre glvmg a

-respond rate of 66.3% Wthh is presented intable 1.

TABLE I : DIST. RIB UTION OF SAMPLE-

Level ~ Total Sample 10% Respondent Percentage
200 4250 425 360 i ;
- 300 2800 2808 2200

400 . 3300 . ‘ 330 250

500 4650 \ ekl 370

Total ‘ 15,000 o 15000 1200

_100 xlSOO

1500
=66.67%

DATAANALYSIS

Data collected was analysed using the statistical package for the Seeial-

Sciences. Descriptive statistics was employed in the reportage of the findings.

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION

The aims of this study are to determine the usage of the internet resources by

- the student and 1dentify the reasons for the potential relevance or dlssatlsfacnon in

the use of the internet resources. Data ana1y31s and ﬂnd.mg were based on the

. objectives of the study.
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TABLE 2: THE USE OF DISCUSSION GROUPS IN LEARNING

levd | Never | Rarely | Sometimes [Often Always T Total
| s00 ol (2‘8)37.80./0 (270)27% i _(14)18,9% | (6)8;11%.' | | (6) 81% (74j_‘100%
40 (12261% | (4) 8.7% -(20)43.'50/(," | 5% ‘ @ 87% | ) ‘10'0%
300 . (1?) l54:l5% (6)27:3% @)9.1% @9 |00 @) 160% :
200 .(2).20% (2)20% 0% | ©@o% © % (10) 1@0@/‘;,'
fABLE 3: THE USE bF WWWIN LEARNING
" level!  Never | Rardy | Somefimes| Often | Always | Total |
| : ‘
'S'Q:o-m ?(28)536.8% (10) 132%| (22)289% | (8) 105% | (8)105% | (76) 100%
400 EQQ).Qm% (8) 17.4% “(8) 174% | (6)13% | (14)304% | (46) 100%
-:_.300 (12)461% | (0)0% - | (10)385% | (0)0% ) 15.400, f ‘(26) 100%
,:.zdo () 20% (2) 20% 6) 60% (0) 0% (O) W (10) 100%

From tables 2 -4, it is obvious that E-mail remain the most conﬁnonly used
“internet resource in learning. This is closely followed by Discussion Groups.
Rarnking third here is the use of World Wide Web (www) in the learming process. It

YL
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Tlevel | Never | Rarely | Somefimes | Often | Always |

S00 | (26)30.2%| (18)209% | (24)279% | (4) 4.7% ‘_(14)_16;7% (86)100%
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i1s pertinent to mention here that the more years the students spend n the school; the
more they use these resources.

TABLE 4: THE USE OF E-MAIL IN LEARNI_NG )

Tot'zi'l_wf
J .

I
|
|
| .
e e P
| )

400 (18)22.2% | (15) 18.5% | (29)48.1% | (6)7.4%. | (3)37% | (71)100%

300 (8) 18.2% | (8) 182% | (28)63.6% | (0) 0% ©)0% | (44)100%

|
1..
1

200 ©0% | (8)25% | (12)37.5% | (12)37.5% | 0) 0% (32)100%

The e-mail which is the most commonly used in learning was indicated (see
table 4) 16.7% always by the 500 level student who are more involved in the use of
world wide web ranked second with 10% of the 500 level 'in'stu'dyirig it as always
in its usage. This is the second commonly used. The third comfﬂonly used in that
order is the use of Discussion Group. Here, the use of Discussion Group in learning
by respondents was indicated by 8.7% of the 500 level students.

This set of results indicate that more senior students (500 Ievel) usethe mtefﬁet
more. Perhaps experience as a factor might explaln the relatively hlgh and
consistent use of the internet resource than the junior levels.

The aim of this research was to find out how the studeﬁts of th_e E e.de_ral
University of Technology make use of internet resource for Ieamin.g', Altogether, the

-work showed that the students make use of internet resources such as'World Wide

Web (www), Electronic mail (e-mail) and Discussion Groups (GD) a1hqr}g others.
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~The most common Way of locating information for learnmg accordmg to the

respondents is the electronic mail-(e-mail). The study also showed that 500 level
students frequently used most of the internet resources more thanthe students in the

. Iower Ieveis

" The recommendation of this study is that government and university

authon‘ues appre(:late the enormous potential of internet and assist in making it readily
-available for students use. In this regard, the provision of broadband internet access

is a step in the right direction. Theré is also the need for government to promote

* private sector participation through policies that effective regulate the provision of ~
~technological innovation.
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