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UNDERSTANDING OF INFORMATION LITERA CY: THE EXAMPLE
OF UNDERGRADUATE STUDENT OF LIBRARY INFORMATION
; 4 TECHNOLOGY AND
AT TH FEDERAL UN VERSITY OF TECHN OLOGY, MINNA, NIGERIA

_ ~ LAURA, ANOINTING PAM. :
.PL'ATEAU STATE POLYTECHNIC BARIKIN LADI JOS

&

g  EVAREST'C. MADU (PHD.)
- FEDERAL UNIVERSITY OF TECHNOLOGY, MINNA NIGERIA,

ABSTRACT - _ PN

This study examined the leve]l of Understanding of Information Literacy by
- Undergraduate Students of Library Information. Technology Federal University
Of Technology Minna, Nigeria. A Survey design was adopted for this study. The
populatio_n of the study comprised of ‘all the undergraduate Students in the
Department of Library Informarion Technology A total of 226 Student drawn from
across the levels were involyed as sample for this Study. . The sample was
composed through a multi-stage Sampling technique using proportionate stratified
ramon sampling. A standard Information Library competence test was used to

of Information Literacy Competence., ! :
Recommendations were made on how to improve on the situation,

KeyWOrd; '-Information, Literacy, Undergraduates Library, 'science, University,
TEChnology.- ) - ‘

INTRODUCTION:
‘Information literacy is a new concept in the information profession. Once called

user education or library skills, now the terms information literacy (IL) or
information skills (IS) are more usual, according to Debbi and Holloway (2005).
Information Literacy (IL) according to the American Library Association (2008)
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is a set of abilities that enable individuals to “recognize when information is
needed and the ability to locate, evaluate. and use effectively the needed
information Basically, the concept of information literary was originally
associated with school libraries at the primary and secondary school level. Most of
the models of information literacy which gained substantial acceptance in' the
filed of library and information studies are developed in this context. A study by

" Smith and Hepworth (2005) on motivating learners to be information literate,
‘sought to identify students understanding and perceptions of information literacy

skills, their barriers to their engagement with the process, and, the factors that
mloht motivate them to engage with the process.

Because of the increasing complexity of the information environmerit students are
faced with diverse, abundant information choices in their academic- studies.
Information comes to them in unfiltered formats, raising questions about their
authenticity, validity and reliability. In addition, information is évailablc through
multimedia, including graphical, aural and textual, and these pose new challeges
for students in terms of evaluation and un‘derstanding (Madu, 2005).

According to Kiven and Shafack, 2005, a mere abundance of information will ndt
in itself create a more informed citizenry without a complementaly cluster ‘of
abilities necessary to use mformatmn effectively.

To guide student aright, there is need for research into students perception and
their understanding of information literacy. Students have often assumed that their
understanding or competence in such programmes such as word can be transferred
to searching database. Results from information literacy class tests indicate that :
thls assumption is misguided. '

LITRATURE REVIEW - - ,
A review of relevant literature revealed a wealth of mformatmn about the theory
of information literacy and many of the assumptions in developing the programs. -

 Most of the models and theories of information literacy which gained substantial

acceptance in the filed of library and information studies, were original associated
with school libraries at the primary and secondary school levels. Accordmg to
Hartmam, (2010) it is evident that there is a lack of research investigating reasons
for lack of engagement with information literacy and students perceptions.. -
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Writing on | the pelceptlon of students concerning information skills in a tertiary
setting, Combs and Houghton (1995), recognized the ability of students to identify
what is required of them and how they seek cognitive skills. According to them
much of the literature in the area of information skill uses terminology that deals
with mental cognitive aspect.

In another study, Wavell (2005) scanned secondary School teachers’
understanding - of information literacy (IL) and ‘the relationship between
information related tasks and students learning in the classroom. The study raised
questions about: the ability of the teachers to diagnose information problem faced
by learners. According to Wavell (2005), despite the fact that teachers are required

to help . their students to develop stritegies to access, evaluate, synthesis and

interpret information from a variety of sources and different formats, there is
evidence to. suggest that teachers are not necessarily confidents users of
information and tend to restrict themselves to relatively few sources.

The study by Smith and Hepworth (2005) on motivating learners to be information
literate, sough to identify students understanding and perception of information
literacy skills, the barriers to their engagement with the process, the factors that
might motivate them to engage with the process. According the Smith and
Hepworth (2005) student did not have clear understanding of the components of
information . literacy. The result also showed that majority of the students
considered that their skills were not as well developed as they should be. Many
students according to this study lacked confldents in their ability to use resources
effectlvely

In another research conducted by Igbo (2008) on the information literacy skills
possed by-students of the faculty of education, Univeisity of Nigeria Nsukka. The
study revealed that the students do not posses enough skills to make effective use
of information irrespective of the fact that they can identify relevant print sources
as well as-make reference to works consulted.

Ottong (2005) examined library use instruction and information literacy
competence of . undergraduates- in selected Nigerian Universities. The study

-exarnined the course contents of the programme, the modes of instruction and the

available learning resources in three universities in Nigeria. The main finding of
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the study showed that there was no significant dlffelence among undergraduates in
the three universities in their mforrnauon liter acy competence which is low.

OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY -

- The broad objective of the study 1s to find out the level of information literacy

competencies possessed by undergraduate library mformatlon Technology
students at the Federal University of Technolocry Minna. .
Specifically. the study will determine students

a. Understanding of the resources available

b. Understanding of the required skills to find resources

c. Understand of how to evaluate the resources ; _
d.”  Understanding of the ethic and responsibility of use of resource
e Understanding of a need for resource. ;

METHODOLOGY

-A survey design was adopted for th1s study since a large number of students were

involved in this study. The population -of this study. comprlsed of all the
undergraduate students in the Department of library and information science. At
total of 226 students from across the levels were involved as sample for this study.
The sample was composed through a multi-stage sample. technique. using
proportionate stratified random sampling. A standard information literary test was
used here as instrument for data collection. Data collected were analysed with the
use of descriptive statistics (frequency count, mean score and percentage). -

DATA PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION OF RESULTS
This section presents the results of the data for the study. These results are
presented in accordance with research objectwes that gulded the study

Table 1: Frequency Distribution of R,csporidents by levels

Status 0 , Frequency : Percent
500 Level - 20 ‘ Lk
400 Level 45 3.1

300 Level e 40 2812
200 Level 46 . 204
100 Level 75 ' 42.0
Total : 226 100.0
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T.able L
competence constructs

Resource AvallabllltX

Students understanding

of information Literacy competénce by

Level Frequency Percent
High 74 2.7
Low 92 40.7
Very low 60 = 26.5
Total 226 100.0
Resource Evaluation : /

Level o ‘ Frequency Percent
Very High 54 239
High 106 473
Low 62 27.0
Very low 4 1.8
Total - 226 100.0
FINDING RESOURCE _ :

Level T Frequency Percent
Very High 3 Fai
High 91 40.3
Low_ 118 521
Very low 14 5.8
Tbtal 226 100.0

ETHIC AND RESPON SIBILITY OF USE ‘OF RESOURCES

Level Frequency Percent
High . 79 35.0
Low 68 30.1
Very low 79 35.0
Total 226 100.0
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12a need for information. In this cluster, the test sought to find out the ability of
‘ the respondent to recognize that information is needed, understand why it 1s
4 - needed, what kind of information and how much information is'required as well as
any associated constraints. Standard information literacy test called James
Madison University information literacy competency test was used for this test.
g | The test was developed using the construct of information literacy competencies
| as they appear in the curriculum of James Madison. : :

University. The 40 items in the test were scored over 100%. The respondents were
grouped based on their performance of very high (VH), high (H) low (L), and very
low (VL). A score of 81% and above is very high VH, 50 to 69% is high 30% to
49% is low (L), while 799 and below is very low (VL). The findings revealed that
- the largest percentage (56.4%) of the students understudy possessed low level of
| information literacy competence as shown in tables 2-6., ‘ '

it ;
i
4
1

CONCLUSION iy .
The findings of the study as it affects the above objective 18 presented in tables 2-6

From the findings, it is revealed that the largest percentage of the students
understudy possessed low level of information literacy competency.

This findings is not surprising as it is in line with the position of Kiven and

Shafack, (2002) who argued that a mere abundanee of information will not in itself

- | create a more informed citizenry without a complimentar'y‘ ¢luster ‘of abilities
' necessary to use information effectively. e ‘

The find is also in line with the work of Igbo (2008) who revealed that students do .
not possess enough skill to make effective use of information irrespective of the
fact that they can identify relevant prints SOUrces as well as make reference to

works consulted.
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This position is also supported by Ottong (2005), who argued that students.are ye
to develop keen and sustained interest in library-use-instruction.

RECOMMENDATIONS i
The following recommendations have been made based on the findings,The
finding. of this study appreciate the fact that university administrators are in a
better position to encourage students to acquire information literacy competencie

provide necessary resource like books, journal ICT facilitics needed for learni
and finally foster collaboration between information professionals and oth
faculties. for the purpose of teaching information literacy courses _
This study also recommends that the students should take advantage of t
enabling environment to enhance their level of information literacy competenci
which will have positive effort on their studies and research out put.

It is recommended that the library and information science Department
accorded special priority and made the focal point for the training in informatié
literacy. S : ‘
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