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Abstract

This study investigated the Entrepreneurship Education for self-reliance among LIS Studentsi,
Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria In order to achieve this objective five research questions e,

formulated for the study. They includes the available entrepreneurship courses registered by | s
students in A B U Zaria, the basis for choosing the entrepreneurship courses by LIS studenty
ABU Zaria, the challenges that hinder LIS Students into entrepreneurship among others
Descriptive survey design was adopted in which one hundred and forty (140) students of
300level, 400level, PGDIM, and Masters of LIS Department were purposively sampled
Structured questionnaire was used Descriptive statistics was used to analyze data It ws |
discovered that 90% of LIS Students in A B.U. Zaria were not engaged into entrepreneurshp
due to lack of financial support by government, other individual organization and lack of
motivation by parents, peers, and lecturers. The study recommended that LIS Students should |
engaged in practicing skills acquired during the training and studying to make them sl
employed to reduce the rate of unemployment in the country after graduation and als |

government and parents should support and motivate 1.1S Students financially and morallyin
acquiring and practicing entrepreneurship skills to make them self-reliant.

Keywords:  Entreprencurship: Education:Self-reliant: l?ntreprcnmml

Opportunities:Library and Information Science Profession: ABU Zana
Introduction

Entrepreneurship hasbeenidentified as a catalyst for economic growth of a nation and enhance!
national competitiveness at the global level. Enlrcpruncurship started to gain ground i Nigerd
- o o)
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universities, after the one year compuls ' arty, many gre

- g 16
' ; ory National Youth services crart scarching

unavailab 5.F ssefitie : 4l routh services start sc ot
navailable jobs However, the present economic realities and the challenges in labour Mt
Nigeria justify the need 10 equip undergrady alienges in i b

. ates wi & bagtm ol wnahle them ™
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ind internattonal need (lfumpcm Uion, 2012 ‘
{ ‘ n, 2012, 2013 Kuratko, 2005 ‘
. B o . J - - - Nuratko, 2005) and has led call to
--‘. "”5_ ‘\\ilr\. .‘l,‘\\l\‘ !K‘ 3 i 3 NEA g T, . s . b - 4 '.'; ](L\ (&4 [t) a Ce or
nat fulaton bodies and te rary msttutions o restructure therr currtculum and

wtegtate entreprencurship aducation i’ order

. . order to woduce raduates the . ; .

e . . - Jddu 2N ) <
create jobs 1nstead of searching for one ! fraduates that will think of how to

Although statisties Q‘t‘ucmal tiautes are unavailable. g research report posited that an increasing
number of Library Mh‘nol graduates i Nigeria are tinding lhctmerc\-Lcithcr l‘m;:mployec-f i::;
underpatd school teaching or in dead-end Jobs (Fkere and l?.kcrc 2\()12'-71) 'l‘his-undcrlihes‘lhu
testening graduate unemployment in Nigerta, which experts ix‘lsisl has rcacl{cd 'frightening
proportions’ (Oteh, 2009, Obiesesan. 2010 and Ehirheme and l'{kpcnv‘nnu-, 2012)

Many reasons have been advanced to expl
graduates, n general and Nigenan library
practical and theoretical trainine

ain the tising level of unemployment amongst
professionals, in particular One is the quality of
o which these employees-to-be were exposed. This is
exacerbated by the global economic melt-down which has constrained the ability of the public
(govemment) and private sectors to cmploy and retain librarians and other categories of library
wotkers Therefore, the introduction of entreprencurship education by the Federal Government
of Nigena represents one of the concrete efforts to stem the tide of rising graduate
unemploymentin the country

Entrepreneurship education”is the process of inculcating the knowledge of creating value by
pooling together a unique package of resources to exploit an opportunity”(Anyanwu, Oyenike
and Ossai-Onah, 2012:226). While Adamu (2012), Seen is the expression of self-help and which
15 described as the act or way of helping or improving oneself without assistance from ofhers
(The Oxtord Advanced Learner's Dictionary, 2001).

The entrepreneurship education is implemented in Nigerian tertiary cdu\cational institutions to
equip the undergraduate with business skills that would make them self-gmployeq mthgr Ll.um
job seekers. at eraduation. Based on the understanding that entrepreneurship education will free
the entcrpn’sin; and innovative spirnt of the bgncﬁcmr@s, the Federal Govgmn}ent‘ of‘ngerla
has approved its incorporation into the cumcul-um of her higher education Institutions In
essence, the agitation for government's job and assistance can be rcduced to the l}ax'cst minimum
level if the citizens and p.’l}liCll[(i rly youths are very skilltul and creative to be self-engaged.

ltis therefore crucial for LIS schools in Nigeria to incorpgrute entrepreneurial liln'a_riam:‘hip nto
the curriculum so that undergraduates onlld be e}ll_“PPi’-'d Wlfh_ adequate skills for 5{_?”‘-
*mployment opportunities with high level oi‘ productivity 1"}(1 eﬂlc_:iency (Anyanwu, Oyenike
and Ossai - Onah, 2012) Though thisissue of el1§re|wrepcursl11p course has :1_1 rcad'_v beren gddll'ess
by the Department of library and information science in Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria since
1980 The department by offered core and clcc;n'crclath Cllll'Cpl’CIlCL.I['Ship. curses to
Undergraduate and po.smraﬂuaw programmed to equipped their §111c1c|1ts »\:'nh skill for self-
_wljant when study or after graduation. Such rclﬂtcg entrepreneurship courses includes Business
Ntormation system and services, marketing intornmuoq system and services, Application
Packages. Cdmpumr information work, management information system and services,
iroduction to telecommunication Systems, inlruducllm} L0 computer operating system and
SeVices serial information editing and publishing, financial management, Digital information

Ystems ang services, publishing and advertising industries and other related entrepreneurship
Causeg o T

Entrep,.

g “‘Dllcneurship Education ) _ i

"y AUon can be described as the process by which knowledge, skills, values and desirable
tudes are transmitted to members of a society to enable them contribute meaningfully to itg
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development and sustenance. Thus, education is seen as the bedrock of 4 nat
development. Entrepreneurship education according to Gimah and Umuigbokhaj (20, slonai
to prepare people, especially youths, to be responsible, enterprising individuals why eCe_eks
entrepreneurs. The International Labour Organization (ILO) defined entre

Preneurgpy
) . ol 2 i 1 l
educaton as “a type of education that equips the respondent to environmental challe

ngesn.

Kuratko (2005) presents that entrepreneurship has come of age having emerged over the |t two
decades as a potent economic force. As such, educating people on the rudiments of the subject s
not a slight stride. The European Union (2012) posits that "providing entrepreneyry,

education should become obligatory and should be extended to all disciplines”. The demang for
entrepreneurial learning has been and is steadily increasing. Entrepreneurship education seek
to prepare people, students in this case, to be responsible, and become enterprising indivigugs
who have the attitudes, skills and knowledge necessary to achieve the goals they set for

themselves Thus. the acquisition of attitude, skills and knowledge of entreprencurship is the
competencies required for it

Entrepreneurship education inculcates the students with necessary skills required to plan,
organize and execute business enterprises. Eke, Igwesi and Orji (2011) affirm that it is in formal
education that all the creativity, innovation, production and managerial skills needed in business
enterprises for human capital development are inculcated in students. This, in other words,
means that the ability of man to take up therisk of establishing a business enterprise is the fruitof
formal acquisition of entrepreneurial skills and knowledge. Recently, the European
Commission has mandated all her members States to make it compulsory for their academic
institutions to study entrepreneurship education. Their funded researches recently showed thal
there animpact of entrepreneurship education on students' attitude, skills and knowledge tolife's
problem solving (European Union, 2012 and 2013) It is a welcome development, which settles
the unknown end of a system of entrepreneurship education, as found in Nigeria and other
developing countries, where students are only taught how to start and run a business and nobody,
in the firstinstance, would care to know whether the education will yield results (such as, inths
case, can lead to demonstrable attitude, skill and knowledge). Hence, entrepreneurship
education is more than a preparation on how to run a business. It is about how to develop the

entrepreneurial attitudes, skills and knowledge which, in short, should enable a student to
ideas into action’ (European Union, 2013) '

Objectives of Entrepreneurship Education
Entrepreneurship education according to Paul

Sy (2005) is structure i ne others, ¢
tollowing objectives dtoachigveamong
] To ofter tunctional education to the ; 5 od
iE KA | youths that wi < employ
and sclf- rehiant Il enable them to be self P

L

To provide yvoung graduates with : ¢ i Ve
) g ar § 1 adequate traj ; creall
and innovative inidentify 2 ning that will enable them to.be

portunities

’-'J

ar Uywng new business op
Toserveas acatalyst for economic growth

T : and de

4 loreduce high rate of poverty. ‘ dWE|Opmenl.
S Reductioninrural - urban mi};ralion

6 To create employment generation

The aforementioned objectives of entre
adequately addressed in all the ur edycat:

graduates would be capable of establishing '1L ~l\llc.ﬂ“0”“| Sy
rehant In this contemporary period, it s inEu‘ st: ~
over dependence or over reliance op exte i
which can be referred to as self-reljane l

i
ation are all encompassing E?Iljﬂiﬂ’
stems, there is no doubt tha! '“e”" |
. mployed venture and thus, resulting t? ?of“ |
o r;nl On any nation to discourage its C”izen::lrces‘ ‘
Sources/benefits but rather internal re":'c’ed b ]

ANCE. The ttmacme . o )
¢ The concept of self-reliance development asno 4
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Adamu (2012) 1 the expression of self-help and which is described as the act or way of helping
o mproving oneselt without assistance from others (The Oxford Advanced Learnet's
Dyctionary, 2001) Tn essence, the agitation for government's Job and assistance can be reduced
w the minimum it the citizens and particularly youths are very skillful and creative to be self-
t‘:‘;ﬁ&ﬁt"\‘

Link betweenEntreprencurship and Sell Reliance
Bamepreneurship which involves recognizing a business opportunity, mobilizing resources and

persistimg toexploit that opportunity is a necessary ingredient for self~ employment
Employment creation and the boosting of income - opportunity are some of Nigeria's top
challenges today  The Federal Government Policies and strategies are now being geared to
encoutage and support the private sectors in generating growth in self-employment through the
mtwduction of entreprencurship development. What it simply meansis that if these government
policies and strategies are properly implemented, our educational system will now produce
sraduates who will be job creators, rather than job seekers Entreprencurship prepares people to
beTesponsible, enterprising individuals who become entreprencurs or entreprencurial thinkers
and contnbute 10 economic development and sustainable communities, and thus become self-
Rehant Accarding to Medayese (2010°1), a self- reliant person is one who is self- employed,
because self- employment is one of the keys to work out of poverty. The benefit of being self-
rehant through entreprencurship can never be over- cunphasizcd because entreprencurship is the
backbone of many great and developed nations today, such as China, United States of America,
and lapan ete C onsequently, self- reliance cannot be achieved in an atmosphere where
Gilreprencunal activities are lacking; hence entrepreneurshipis strong acquisitionsprogrammed
thatwill help people ofa country like Nigeria become better and greater.

s therefore crucial for LIS schools in Nigena to incorporate entreprencurial librarianship into
the cumculum so that undergraduates would be equipped with adequate skills for self-
emplovinent opportunities with high level of productivity and efficiency (Anyanwu, Oyenike
4nd Ossai - Onah, 201 2) This is necessary as Aina (2013) asserts the need to restructure LIS
AUmculum so as 1o incorporate what the author regarded as "emerging market”. The author
turther mayntains that there are many LIS graduates with few available libraries. This translates
‘0 mMean that there are many LIS graduates with few libranes to accommodate them em Pioympnt
WS¢ As such, there is the need for courses like ICT, information repackaging, information
Marketing, system analysis and design, publishing, records management and Joumallsm_ to Pc
"eorporated into LIS curriculum (Aina, 2013) However, the arcas uf‘cnlreprcncurslnp tor
branang nclude book production/printing/publishing, bindery services, phu_lncupy_ and
"Prography ¢ services, lamination, bookseller/book shop, lclepllunc/GSM'scrwcc_s, virtual
*vice, hook vendor, visual impaired service, consultancy service, organizing seminars and
Morkshops as well as lgndcxing and abstracting services (Dang and Yakubu, 2013),
L_nlreprtncurial Opportunities in Library and Information Science g _
brary ang information science education 1s nowadays expected to equip its graduates with job
Skills thay Wil qualify them to take up jobs - become self-employed - and progress on them
DOMe of (he scll‘-cm;iloymcm windows otherwise referred 1o as entrepreneurial opportunities,
Ve been examined from various angles by researchers Afolabi (2009) and Ochogwo ( 1995)
Made q |iq of self-employment opportunitics for LIS graduates to include book related
Usinessog such as book selling, binding and abstracting, fee based information services such as
Intormmmn brokerage, courier services and compilation of guides, engagement in information
." ‘OMmmunication lcéhﬁnlug)’ such as running of cyber cafe, engaging in film business such as
“ihemy business, project hinng, DVD, CD-ROM sales, rent, dub, and the likes, and. event
“OVerage such as photo and video coverage at occasions and ceremonies Meanwhile, Adimorah
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(2002) asserts that LIS graduates can become information consultants, perfomlin_g Various ;
of roles in the information market. This submission is in agreement to a website Compilatiu;
which recommends new entrepreneurial roles for LIS graduates.

(http://infospace.ischool.syr.edu/2011/09/14/job-opportunities-for-lib rary-and-infomaiq,.
science-students/). The website submits that LIS graduates: are potential independent research
consultant who can: support patients in medical libraries with.relevant information; work With
any historic collection and serve interesting historical information to people; manage an unusg)
collection of objects for a given people; track industry or market trends as a research analyst 4,

research for a business or non-profit organization; become independent research assistants
scholars and researchers in various fields.

Statement of the Problem £ % ¢ gt th. pofss D

Entrepreneurship education is one of the ongoing efforts by the government to develop an
entrepreneurial culture among the students in schools and higher learning institutions (HLI)in
order to meet the objective of creating a vibrant entrepreneurial community. Thus
entrepreneurship education in Nigeria is one of the strategies implemented to increase the
number of entrepreneurs who are capable of developing innovation and technology, and
promote entrepreneurship activities in an effort to achieve industrial society by the year 2020
(Hamza 2001, 2006). Entrepreneurship stimulates economic development, thus country to the
transform business in to a modern one or to the economic growth of a nation and enhanced the

national competitiveness at the global level. Many researcheshave shown that entrepreneurship

education at the tertiary level can be used to develop entrepreneurial characteristics among

potential graduates (Ab. Aziz &Zakaria, 2004; Nor Aishah, 2006: Hoe &MohdSalleh Din.
2005). However, with all effort by g

/ ith all .0y govemment inintroducing entrepreneurship education in
Nigerian tertiary institution, it's unfortunate that the number of unemployment and
underemployment are getting out of hand in Nigeria. Could this be attributed to the lack of
awareness of the importance of entrepreneurship education? Could this be as a result of lack of
interest in business? Could this be as a result of lack of financial support by Government and
Parents? Could this beas a result of ambiguity in the method of acquiring the entrEprent‘urship
skill? This brought a great challenges, = p

gL ges, therefore, the study is set out to investigates the impact
entrepreneurship skill for self-reliant S

ML among LIS Students in Ahmadu Bello University, Zan¥
Nigeria _ [ |
4 Cz raevg f
/

f Pepose af Hr THed ]
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Data Presentation and Analysis

Table 1

Extent of entrepreneurship coursesregistered by LIS Students in LIS Department
of A.B.U Zaria

Items F %
Business information system and services 55 733
Marketing information system and services 60 88
Application Packages 60 38
Computer information work 55 73 3
Introduction to telecommunication systems 30 40
Introduction to computer operating system and services : 55 73.3
Senal information 30 40
Editing and publishing 20 26.6
Financial management 55 73.3
Digital information systems and services 55 73.3
Publishing and advertising industries 45 60
Management information system and services 20 26.6

From Tablel the study discovered thatMarketing information system and services, Business

information system and services, computer operating system, Application Packages, Digital
information systems and services, Computer information work and financial management were
the related entrepreneurship courses registered by the respondents with hi gher frequency of over
70% in LIS Department Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria. This finding is ix? cor_Toborates the
finding of Anyanwu, Oyenike and Ossai-Onah (2012) that University of Ilorin Library School
offer one credit unit coursesin entrepreneurship

Table 2

Available facilities for teaching Entrepreneurship courses in LIS Department
A.B.UZaria

Li)
Items > 0
70 93
Computers 10 13
Printers
- . 20 20
- Digital Cameras’ 10 13
Scanners _ 70 93
Internet access (Cable and Wires) 70 93
Projectors or Smart 70 93
Public address systems

S v Mt et D T T o O
System f the available facilities 1o )

higheStSf‘;zTe;hce tgfpgi;_ 90% responses scored by the res_ponderf:_ts c;'n LIbS Igiﬁzrzglggg)ﬁli
Zaria. The ﬁndin)é of the present study is also notin line w:th'th; inding by

discovered divergent ICT Curriculum withinadequate IT practical.

Tab i i
Bas::?w choosing theemrepreneurship courses by LIS Studentin Al.BU Zaria
—-—— T %
© _Items : : 25 333
Just to increase my credit unit 20 26.6
Just to pass my exams 45 60
To acquire the trading skills _ 70 933
To become self-employee after schooling e 60
To meet the global challenges 10 13
_To improve my undergoing business
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Table 3 shows the response of the respondents on the basis for choosing entrepreney e

courses. It was discovered that “to acquire the trading skills, to meet their global challenge;s i
to become self-employee after schooling was the basis for choosing entrepreneurship conSnd
with the highest frequency of over 60% and 90% responses »

Table 4
Extent of Entrepreneurship engaged by LIS Studentin A.B.U Zaria
Items F %
Managing computer centre ( Typing and Printing, 22 293
etc) & ‘ :
Software’s installers and others 10 13.3
Web designers 10 13.3
Running of cyber caf 15 20.
Vendor . . 10 13.3
Consultancy services 5 6.6
Editing and publishing 10 13.3
Financial management 8 10.6
Serial information managers 2 26
Information brokerage 5 6.6
Engaging in film business 5 6.6
Cinema business 5 6.6
Project hiring 8 10.6
DVD, CD-ROM sales and rent 5 6.6
Event coverage (photo and video coverage) 8 10.6

Table 4 revealed that managing computer Centre (Typing and Printing, etc) and Running of
cyber café were the kind of entrepreneurship engaged by the students with highest frequency of
20% response scored by the LIS Student in ABU Zaria. This finding indicate that 80% of LIS
students in ABU Zaria were not engaged in to any of the entrepreneurshi p business that would
equip them with skills to become self-reliant.

Table 5 .

Challenges that hinder LIS Students in to entrepreneurship
Challenges F %
It 1s difficult to secure the financial support 69 92
necessary to start a business venture _
Afraid of competition and taking risks in business 55 73.3
Many lack self -confidence and encouragement 44 58 6
and afraid of failure '
Lack'of ICT facilities and training ' 48 )
Security challenges in the country 60 by -
Lack of motivation by parents 54 59
Lack of motivation by lecturers 4 122
Lack of motivation by peers ‘ 2 53.3

———e M B

Table 5 revealed that most of the difficulties of securip .
Sthe ﬁnanc,a[ su 3
Pport necessary to start

business ventureare: security challengesin the country, lack S
) : & » of m -of
motivation by peers, afraid of competition and taking risks in busj(:,twahon by parents and lack C

that hinder LIS Students in to entrepreneurship with ¢ : g~
i o0 by LIS Students in Ahmadu Bello (1 he hlghegt frequency of over 50% of

finding by Teliaand Issa (2012) who found obstacles (o
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wotnclude. access to financial sources, physical infrastructure
raining. etc.

and basic services, access to skills

Summary of Major Finding
Basedon 'the data CO“t:CIE‘\f and analy'zed for this study, the following are the major findings:

1. About 80% of LIS students in LIS Department Ahmadu Bello University Zana were
registered most of entrepreneurship courses offered by the Department due to
availability of course and qualify personal taken the courses.

The study revealed that computers, Internet access (Wire and Cable) Projectors and
Smartboard, public address system were the available facilities for teaching
entrepreneurship coursein LIS Departmentin Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria

The study found out that to acquire trading skills, to become self-employed after
schooling were the major basis for choosing entrepreneurship course by LIS Students in
Ahmadu Bello University, Zana

Lack of financial support from the government and parent, private individuals and also
Lack of mouvation by parent, lecturers and peers, to meet up with the global challenges
were the major challenges that hinder LIS Studentinto entrepreneurship

Over 20% of LIS student of Ahmadu Bello University Zana were not engaged into
entrepreneurship outline to them it was only fewer of them were engaged into running of
cyber café and managing Computer business centre suchas typing and printing

L]

L¥ P

da

R 1

Conclusion . : o
Entrepreneurship skills have become a matter of necessity for LIS student especially in this

contemporary period of high level of underde\_f'elopment and unemployn}ent ir.x the country.
Therefore, the LIS Students generally requirés more entrepreneurshi p skills for self-
employment especially in librarianship. To this en'd, the LIS Department in Ahmadu Bello
Univ ersity, Zaria through those taken entrepreneu_rshlp as course should more encouragement to
LIS student to engage into entrepreneurship at their undergraduate level in order to become serf-

tmployee after schooling.

Re_commendations

Ansing from the finding of the study, the _
: . The LIS Students should engaged I
i studying to make them self-employe

. after graduation i i

! 5 g rt and motivate LIS Student financiall d
. 2 Gov ts should suppo g ; y an
f LUovernment and paren trepreneurship skills to make them self-reliant

| morally i iring and practicing €n ARE _
b 3. The L?Slnsarcz?;el:ggsahougd make maximum use of the facilities provided by LIS

‘Department for the purpose of training, teaching and Ieaming .
4 The LIS Students should engage in some of the following entrepreneur activities

Consultancy services Software's insFalIers, \_Neb designers, Vendor, Editing and
Publishing, Financial manager, Serial ‘mformatlon managers, Information brokerage,
Engaging ' film business, Cinema business, DVD, CD-ROM sales and rent, and Event

Coverage (photo and video covera ge)

following recommendations were made:
n practicing skills acquired ‘during the training and
d to reduce the rate of unemployment in the country
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