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learning. In fact, lecture-based teaching is common in primary schools,
colleges and universities. Teaching should change more systematically to
emphasize central ideas and underlying themes that help student, including
the prospective teachers, to apply scientific principles in solving real
problems in education (Ofegbu, 2007).

The role of teacher is therefore, imperative in bringing about effective
instruction. He must not only have flexibility built into his total professional
and academic make-up but should be helped through regular in-service
training to keep fully abreast of the technique, skills and research in his field
(Alaba,2008). Effective teaching is a prerequisite for building the intellectual
base of the students, and enhancing a good level of confidence in them and
in the teachers too. To ensure this, the technique the teacher adopts matters.
It must be a technique or teaching method that inspires the student to learn,
that produces highly motivated and creative minds, that improves instruction
in schools, that enables the teacher to teach well, and that strongly conveys
a broad vision of scientific, literary and intellectual soundness.

According to Akinloye (2008), “any teaching strategy that does
not provide regular feedback to students on how well they were coping, or
gives learners the opportunity to collaborate and critically review their own
work, or enable teachers to track students progress and achievements and
know the areas they needed to improve, will remain futile in achieving its
desired objectives of enhancing learning”.

For a learning technique to be effective therefore, the teacher
must have detailed knowledge of the subject being taught to help learner;
must ensure that the objectives to be achieved must be made clear so that
student will not be confused about what they ought to be doing; must provide
greater opportunity for independent learning and creative thinking; and
provide grounds for adequate questioning with unlimited challenges.

It is imperative to note that there have been innovations in

ed to enhanco the teaching strategies for schools globally. These innovations are mainly based
objectives. Teachors on the application of technology in education (Ukadike, 2000). The
randi” of these stratogion application of technology is broad-based. New training have begun to enable
g and jearning outcoma® teachers integrate new information and communication technologies into
the teaching stylos 01 their teaching programmes. Presently, initiatives have been taken to create
n on the new strategion thit an environment which facilitates innovative ways of using new ICT facilities
ing teaching !
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basis for a comprehensive and comparative assessment of self-skill and
performance on a given educational assignment or task.

Abduttahi (2003) observed that the intrinsic value of the new
strategies include the capacity to add meaning and values to what is learned,;
make learning more interesting and simple, discourage rote leaming and
enable the individual to achieve a good level of freedom that is necessary to
enhance the achievement of rudimentary levels of knowledge acquisition,
and which serves as a functional key to greater educational development.
Indeed, the new strategies are considered to be effective if they enhance the
learners capabilities for self study and stimulate his interest in learning.

Teaching Methods

Teaching methods are suigeneric to the attainment of academic
excellence. They are basically geared towards ensuring that learners learn
well, and understand the logics inherent in what is being taught them (Okeke,
2003:64). Effective teaching method is expected to be rooted in the
psychological domain of the learners, and anchored on the need to fully
develop the potentials of the leamers to enable them grapple with the
challenges of leaming. Put simply, the methods are very imperative in
impartation of knowledge on the student’. Although, some of the methods
have been considered in effective in achieving the goals of teaching and
learning, the type the teacher adopts determines to a large extent what the
learner would assimilate.

According to Olorede (2003), “when an ineffective methods is
adopted and used by the teacher, the learners would encounter morbidity of
knowledge, and consequently would likely be worse than what he was before
exposed to such method”. But if the appropriate and effective method is
adopted, the level of knowledge acquired would be high, and the potentials of
the students could easily be developed. However, it is still argued that
educational system can rise above the quality of its teacher, or can a nation
rise above the quality of her educational system. Yet, when appropriate
methods are used in combinations, the aims and objectives of teaching could
be achieved

Some of the methods of teaching teachers adopt include,

Pedagogical methods (fecture or Chalk and Talk method), Assignment or
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Excursion or Field trip methods, Discovery method,

ructional method, and so on.
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Project method,

Individualized inst
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the effectiveness of these met
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determine their effectiveness and reliability in the teaching and learning
process.
pedagogical Method
entials of the teachers in bringing

This method emphasizes on the pot
about effective learning and instruction in the classroom setting. Itis a purefy
lecture-based, and the teacher dominates the teaching process. It §s
therefore, a didactic method. The teacher is fully engaged in talking white.the
student simply fisten. taking notes and intermittently asking questions that are
purely orchestrated by non—comprehension of what is being taught. The
method is mostly adopted by institutions of higher jearning in Nigeria.

The method can effectively be used for a large group of students,

and to give vast amount of knowledge in a short timeframe. Howevey, when
used, some of the students may, perhaps due to difference in their levels of
intellectual capabilities, not be able to cope favourably, and therefore, leam

less than others. Aside this, the use of the method is limited to some certain
concepts and subjects; it cannot allow the students to prove Of demonstrate
their communication skills, and itis not effective for individualized instruction.

Assignment Method
The method is either individual or grou

specific assignments that almost always pother on researc

also referred to as project method.
The method cuts across

the students to want to work harde

p-based. The student are given
h. That is why it is

all tevels of educational system, it spuit
r. it gives the student the opportunity 10

display their intellectual abilities, and creativity in any given area of research
Yet, the method does not give room for thorough intellectual assessment and
abilities of students, as their levels of participation cannot be ascertained.
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on the individual student and the nature of the materials to be learned”
{Abdullahi, 1982:57).

The method engenders students greater participation in what is
being taught; it allows the student to go on his own pace; and allows the
teacher to assess the performance and the skills of the student. However, the
method may not produce the desired outcome as the studenst are not given

the opportunity to interact with the other students, and compete favorable
with them.

Some Reflections

Reflecting on these methods reveals a high degree of consideration
on the potentials of the individual to effectively influence learning. Virtually ail
the methods, aside from the pedagogical method, are deeply anchored on
self-learning. No doubt, a process of social transformation is taking place as
more individuals are striving to become part of an emerging learning society.

Clearly, the methods have helped students to acquire basic
knowledge on their respective disciplines or subjects (Ashet, 2004). But
sometimes, despite an underlying commitment of teachers, shortcomings
remained in the applications of the methods. Therefore, teacher’s individual
initiatives are required to bring about the desired strategic outcomes.

Ofegbu (2007) argued that “any teaching method that does not
focus sharply on the intended leaming outcomes for students, and rarely
reflect on the school’s practice and aim, would remain defective not only in
application but in its substance”. Aside this, there have always been poor
measurement of impact of the methods on improving teaching and learning,
which makes it difficult to access the potency of the methods. Yet, learning is
usually enhanced further by informative and helpful feedback from the
teachers. They ought to record their progress and indicate the steps they
have taken to improve on student's performance. Although other factors such
as teachers’ lack of detailed subject knowledge to help students, superficial
questioning with limited challenges and lack of clearly spelt out objectives,
often constrain effective realization of the teaching outcomes, the application
of technology in instructional systems delivery has provided greater hope for
success of the teaching methods. Put differently, the adoption of Information
Communication Technologies (ICT) in teaching and learning process has
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significantly improved learning, and stimulated greater commitment by

t to learn.
S Any teaching method that is bereft of ICT facilities and does not
reflect the innovative systems approach to learning will not achieve the
desired goals (Ukadike, 2000).

novations: Adoptation of ICT Facilitieg

Instruc?.zgailn:‘ovaﬁons in instructional strategies are simply defined by th:l
level of adoptation of ICT facilities for teaching aljld |earnirfsg. lnstr}lctloannd
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which includes the experience, skills and knowledge the Ieamer‘acqwr f o

The increase in the learning neecjs of students%, the difficulty 9 i
educational system to bring about qualitative anfl quant.naﬁve changes mﬂen
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adopt, provide a strong ground for the appraisal .of the new techno ogyand
instruction (Akingbade, 2004). The new ICTs, pgﬁlwlany the (;omputer'.ii o
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quickly...... New ICTs can be used to facilitate education through | is o
learning; this will equally aid the crucial goal of development Of loca cotiona‘
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enable them to design and program a two-dimgnsmpal computer game; o
can be asked to design the graphics and functionality of their own comp
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game and write the program to implement their ideas for its design they could
learn to use sophisticated programme, construct, such as ‘repeal until “if
then’, in capturing keyboard, managing variables and testing whether
particular conditions had been met.

Effective use of ICTs enables the students to develop their
independence as learners and improve their creativity, problem- solving, and
thinking skills. Using software for creating cartoon imagery help pupils to
learn subjects such as English, and construct sentences, vocabulary,
grammar and phonology. Often times, students work collectively on

computers and usually carefully and considerably, following their teacher's
guidance.

According to Fajenyo (2009), effective teaching using ICTs
requires the following:

5 ) Ensuring that assessment are used to inform tasks;
2. Using engaging and relevant contexts
3. Providing regular feedbacks to student ton how well they have

performed on a given task;

Using feedback or assessment to track stude
achievements.

4, nt's progress and

The increasing use of ICT could encourage school authorities to
explore ways of making resources available in the classroom at the point of
leamning rather than locating them solely in a computer room. ICT has the
greatest impact on learning when there is greater availability of resources,
particularly faptops and hand-held computers (Shirpley, 2009). Digital
cameras, projectors, and a wide range of software applicatio
wireless networks, etc, provide more flexible opportunities for
and develop their ICT capability. And such facilities help stu
independent working and sense of responsibility. For a more e
the teachers should first, understand first, understand the stre
for development in ICT, both as a subject and as a cross-cu
They should monitor the quality of planning for ICT and, thro
of lessons, the quality of teaching and learning. They

comprehensive documentation, such as handbook which clearly states all
working practices, policies and procedures for the subject. They should

provide good demonstration lessons and opportunities for the observation
among students.
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application of technology in solving problems of education, particutarly in the ow students learn, and on keepin
areas of designing and managing instruction in a systematic way. 4 /a\r':d :;Ezt;‘ll: users of technologie st' g them to become independent

The media that are ICT-based are several digital projectors, > connected to ;
films, audio media, instructional television, internet, computers, etc. (:f;OSrrllorrng systems that <:hectl?ienttier:fertnaet dshomd install automated
presently, the computer has some leaming packages that have been s d';e‘;'ﬁc ifey words, and alert aUthoriﬁ;l _:etwom. traffic for the use
programmed to make learning effective. They include Computer—Assisted— 5. Goven is either at risk or abusing others; s if there is evidence that a
Programs such as Audio-tutorial system (ATS), Programmed instruction PH, o mment should distribute computers
Computer—Assisted-lnstruction (CAY), Individualized Prescribed Instruction ools to help improve the quality pf ers and other ICT facilities to
(P, personalized System of instruction (PSD), etc (Obianwu and Azubuike, ‘ of instructions;
1994).
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