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onstitute the emic paradigm. e et Paradigy, -

of space use by the ethnic communities € . |
i building regulations. - . |
<tandards and national g regulz The Cistng

resides in provision of housing based on universal s : . |
: ine delivery systems in cult i3
gap in housing Y =y ure SeNsitiyg

conflict between these perspectives creates unintended “
ve space recognition as a way out, H |

communities. Therefore studies have identified culture respon
s identifying core appropri:
g Ppropnate Valyes

# : : ' '

in order to establish thresholds appears
context under study. Moreover, Ayoola and Amgls.

process. Thus, this study attempts to fill this gap in the
(2014) have asserted that history, culture, economics, and social traits of people are constituents for better

housing.

2.2 Housing and Inhabitants’ Cultural Norms
Although, Olotuah (2009) argues that new house forms have evolved with old forms fast disappﬂﬂring

these new forms are not devoid of the influence of inhabitants’ cultural values on spatial configurations,
Certainly, Africa’s long history in establishing underlying principles and meaning, coherency and’
symbolism in space recognition and interaction (Prussin, (1974), is reflected in cultural attributes of space
use and should not be undermined. Besides, social analysts have focused on discovering recognized pattems-._.
that manifests overtime in different settings (Zerubavel, 2007). In this regard, Ozaki, (2002) opined that thet
core determinants of spatial composition of a house are its cultural matrix, then modified by the non-:
cultural factors. As in cultural sensible buildin s that ' ; ..
environments established for sightseeing (Dincfmrﬁk ajdhz‘zsrlf:tezgzls e Sud? g
users derive while interacting with the spatial network which r, ' ?)" o :
emotional comfort is therefore I; ‘ 0 e
ore linked to housing arrangement with a natural jnst; ! isFaction

nstinct of spatial satisfaction’

(Kh ’ 201 L I ‘ . 1 .
an 4). In addition space use manifests social activities which in turn are develop f ulture
€ develop from culture:

inclination of households (Rapoport, 1998).

2.3 The Multi- Ethnic Settings and Theiy Bondi

Six major ethnic groups of Hausa, Fylan; Kanuri, Tj
: 1v

central and northern States of Nigeria (Mustaph
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selected states of Niger, Sokoto, Katsina, Benue, Adamawa and Borno were studied. T hey were d
examine

| order to establish the major attributes of their housing layout, towards h; ghlighting the similarities in their
Spaual arrangement. Although, each of these ethnic communities differ

in cultural traits and also ethnic
porms which depicts cultural identity (Igwara, 2001)

their intertwine language families (Mustapha, 2006) is
2 basis for their commonality and enable their integration. For Instance, Temple and Temple (Temple and

Temple, 1967) asserts that only a dialectical difference exists between Nupe and Gwari. Also, Nupe, Fulani
of Adamawa (Yola) and Borno where the Kanuri predominates have had their social and physical layout
-fluenced by the Fulani emirs in the eighteenth century (Boyowa, 2005). Similarly, the Hausa ethnic group
had the domination of the Fulani kingdom between 1804 and 1810 (Nwanodi, 1989). Moreover, there exist
semblance and uniformity in housing patterns across the major regions in the country (Olotuah and
Bobadoye, 2011). In addition, these groups have lived mutually as communal neighbours adopting each
other’s languages and cultures with socio-economic and socio-political benefits (Otite, 1990). This justifies
the possible existence of commonalities in their space use. In a heterogeneous urban housing Olowoyo and
Khan (2012), suggested the consideration and reflection of core cultural intangibles towards sustainability

rather than kindle user dissatisfaction by ignoring their cultural factors. Thus, necessitates the need to

identify core attributes of culture related to space use that can be adapted in urban housing delivery.

2.4 Spatial Configuration of House Form of Major Ethnic Communities

Although, it is argued that ethnic groups in Nigeria have cultural contrast in their social content, they shares

some similarities in social activities and space use which appears in the configuration of their layouts. Thus,
meaning of spaces is significantly defined by the activity around it in justifying its spatial nature. This can
be critically attributed to their key occupation such as farming and the regional geography.

Scholars in the last two decades have advocated for socio-culture inclusion in Nigerian housing schemes
despite the dynamic process of housing and steadiness in the production process (Daramola, 2006). This is

evident from the morphology of the initial house form transformed by including basic household socio-

cultural activities.

2.4.1 Hausa Compound

ks ; : d
| ‘m Hausas have had influence on other ethnic neighbours within the region. A typical Hausa compoutl

e .-‘lllﬁﬂﬁf&%@f the compound are living. The inner section is accessed

ch opens into an outer courtyard where senior

prises of an outside open space, an entrance hall whi Rk
O

through a transition which leads

. d-Oumar,
tral courtyard where the women live and carry out domestic life (Boyowa, 2005; Muhegund

T
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reflects kingship structure configured to suit go0; 8

2008). Home, (sometimes a group of buildings) ; T
1 rce tion of man 's relationshi Wit
associations of its inhabitants as an expression of their cultural percep P With fe]jgy, "

man and the world (Nwanodi, 1989). Even though same concept is repeated in other compounds, they vary

on, changes the pattern of space use SOMetimeg -

in sizes, patterns and arrangement. Flexibility in functi
d for sleeping during cold and rainy Seasong

across seasons in most compounds. For instance, rooms are use

while the courtyards accommodate same function during the heat period

2.4.2 Fulani Compound Layout

Fulani ethnic can be categorized into the nomads who move across state boundaries living in makeshijf

d Fulani adopted the similitude of Hausa spatia]

shelters and those in settled communities. While the settle
emporary structures with scattered

concepts as a result of interactions and social contacts, the nomads use t
huts accessed from various routes in the absence of a defined entrance. The settled Fulani on the other hand

live in compounds with define entrance hut, fore and inner courtyards, with rooms around the courtyards.

2.4.3 Tiv Housing Layout
Typical Tiv compound is curvilinear with sleeping and grain storage huts arranged around a central hut

which functions as living room, similar to the entrance hall of the Hausas (Philips, 2010). The uval"
compound concept allows for social equality with equal visual and physical proximity to the courtyard, a
cultural attribute associated with the Tiv culture (Ikejiofor, (1998). Between the central hut (Ate) and the
room lies the courtyard for domestic activities. Although the huts are not attached to one another they form
the boundary of the compounds. In complex compounds with multiple nucleus families, dumb-bell

arrangement is adopted by brethren of same mother; while multiple signifies siblings from a polygamous

family background (Osasona, 2007).

2.4.4 Kanuri Compound Layout
The Kanuri major settlements have mainly round huts in circular layouts fenced with matting and ¢

rectangular mud structures which are surrounded by mud walls (Temple and Temple, 1967). Each hut1s
secluded with a mat fence around the entrance creating a private activity area at the entrance into the hu

Women carry out private domestic activities in these spaces while major domestic chores are done WIHE

the larger courtyard.

— e —
B s i

e R S L T ot A o e ;
Scanned by TapScanner



v

> ASES

Jati veres aff nl'.f,r-pf.. ol Nidsuncdas & § irsisag

miaitliid Moy PesisrinPality)

Ife 4 Sciences & Environmental Sustainability 2 (5) 89 -101, 2016
F

5 Nupe Compound Layout

2.4.
K E3‘,#,-‘,3[;”:)1111(15 consist of huts usually surrounded by thick wall fence; series
u

of clusters of round, later
huts are grouped for a kingship of brothers from the same paternal descendants. Each cluster is

mked mﬂl a smaller entrance hall beside the main entrance hall which is usually distinguished by size.

Rooms Open ) to a central courtyard where domestic activities are carried out. Larger

female section by using huts to demarcate additional courtyards leaving an entry path into the women

families separate

ection

2 4.69‘“'“" Compound

rypical Gwari compound accommodates multi-family units each with a cluster of huts around a courtyard
simﬂﬂ"w the Nupe. These huts provide shelter for inhabitants, chickens, stables. guests and corn storage.
1oh the compounds usually have a central entrance hall, each cluster has an exit leading outside

y, these characterize the distinct activity spaces of the ethnic groups. Typical layout

Geurations of the various ethnic communities are illustrated in figures 2 and 3 respectively.

the fi @e,dﬁmmant ethnic groups were established for ethnographic study of households’ spatial

*y operationalized factors based on the theory of Man Environment Relations (MER)
' L i 1 .'nﬂﬂts; with space configuration (Rapoport, 2000). As a result, factors of social

et ic domain. Focused participant observation was adopted in deriving the emic

socio-cultural activities and space use pattern (Patton, 2002). Hence, the

 consideration of es of dissimilar and minority space use which guided the adoption of qualitative
2 _I -, alient issues are better magnified through qualitative techniques (Creswell,

rewer, 2000: ﬂnd Jie, 2010). Thus, exploring the data from field observation via

' . mlmﬁfied 20 item variables through constant comparison analysis

A , the spatial configurations of the ethnic groups in order to
Although, constant comparison analysis is ideal for

2t en modified for analysing data collected on one time
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field engagement research study (Leech and Onwuegbuzie, e NE.xL qUﬂlltﬂ'tWE (fﬂlllpar;ﬂn,e Nalysis
with domain analysis technique was used to develop semantic funutmna'l relatmnsh-lp (Spradley, I'EJI'?'E?-‘):I
between the themes and activity space use, compared between the six ethnic groups via focused i“CJUiry by

‘:r participant observation.

rtain the relationship between the concept of activities with spaces; and

I'hen, semantic relationship asce
: T ationship pattern |
llings for each ethnic group. The rel Pl ¥ de"e*ﬂped

where such activities take place in the dwe

' imilarities and con
are represented with gamma diagrams and correlated to disCOVET the simil 1mon pattery,

(Figure 1).

Fulani Tiv Nupe & Gbagi
9.09.0.0,0.0,0]

ﬂﬂ&ﬂﬂ NOEOE QEROOAQV

Legend @ ouooororenseace ROOM, KITCHEN, TOILET . COURTYARD . RECEPTION
Figure 1 Showing the flow similarities in layout pattern arrangement across ethnic communities.

.
o
i

Entrance (reception) I

Room

Store

Kitchen

Figure 2. Typical Nupe (A) and Gwari (B) compound layouts respectively
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