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Foreword

According to the United Nations, the number of people living in cities surpassed the
number of rural residents several years ago, and the rate of urbanisation is greatest
in the cities of Africa, Asia and Latin America. A critical issue of contemporary
global urbanisation is the question of how the hundreds of millions of people who
are living in and who will be living in cities will be housed. This question incor-
porates both the provision of safe and sound houses, as well as the suitability of
houses for the lifestyles and cultural habits of the people who live in them.
This second issue—the cultural appropriateness of housing and how it can be

achieved—is the subject of this book.
In Nigeria and elsewhere, the design of public housing is often based on models

that originate elsewhere rather than through detailed understandings of how people
live in the place where the housing is built, or through reference to historic cultural
patterns. As the author, Dr. Abubakar Danladi Isah, points out, however, this leads
to a mismatch between how people want to live and the housing that is provided for
them—leading in turn to informal and illegal house transformations that result in
highly disordered urban environments.

But the nature of these informal transformations in fact represents the heart of
Dr. Isah’s argument. People change their own houses in order to make them more
suitable for the way they live. The details of these transformations can provide the
basis for new design standards that can guide public housing in ways that better fit
people’s lives and cultural backgrounds. The assumption is—and this 1s backed up
by numerous studies in the field of environment-behaviour studies—that what
people do provides an accurate guide to their needs and wants.

The book is based on fieldwork involving the careful observation of existing
housing, how people transform that housing over time, and deep understanding
of the traditional housing of different ethnic groups in Nigeria. Dr. Isah’s work
shows how the detailed understanding of housing transformations that actually take
place makes the bridge between people’s cultural backgrounds and the ways in
which public housing design might better accommodate those backgrounds. This
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Chapter 1
The Concept of Cultural Character

in Public Housing Design

Abstract The value and the proficiency of architectural creations are often asso-
ciated with the success that relates culture and space which are distinct to archi-
tecture. Architectural products host social activities with several challenges in their
bond that lacks proper understanding and demands that complexities arising
between culture and space be resolved. Truly, conflicts arising between cultural
ideology and societal civilisation often lead to failures in the existing bond between
architectural products and social communities.

1.1 General Idea About the Book

The value and the proficiency of architectural creations are often associated with the
success that relates culture and space which are distinct to architecture.
Architectural products host social activities with several challenges in their bond
that lacks proper understanding and demands that complexities arising between
culture and space be resolved. Truly, conflicts arising between cultural ideology and
societal civilisation often lead to failures in the existing bond between architectural
products and social communities. This is intricate as forces of changing civilisation
override, instead of sustaining and enhancing social values in dwellings. In par-
ticular, technological progression that should reinforce human habitation rather
sometimes fails to bridge space communication with societal norms in a dynamic
housing delivery and operational context. Essentially, comprehending the concep-
tual relationship that bonds space and culture in housing ensures the understanding
of households’ desires in order to attain housing satisfaction. This book addresses
this concern by exploring transformed public housing units focusing on operational
Ppattern in a transformation phenomenon related to the integration of culture in space
morphology of public housing in northern states of Nigeria.

| Iﬂthls simat'lon the book focuses on the benefits and features in users trans-

, "-1=-;_'s.=rr- -Thus the built environment is yet to address the glooming perception and
- desires of inhabitants as end-users, which is reflected in housing transformation, in
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1.2 Purpose and Coverage of the Research 3

housing residents. Culture defines social behaviour and is referenced to spatial
practices, attitudes, perceptions and people’s lifestyle (Hornby 2006). It agrees with
sociological analogy that relates cultures’ role in societies as a similitude to the role
of DNA 1n biological sciences, so cultural process is assumed to function in socially
created systems (Battani and Hall 2000). It then connotes that in hosting social
activities, spatial forms exhibit cultural expression that is a synergetic relationship
of interest between culture and space.

Since architects link users’ personality with buildings in order to express
social ideals with physical forms in relating social values to architectural forms, then
its success will reduce housing abandonment (Brand 1995). Intensely, it remains
significant to clarify complexities in architectural creations (Jones 2011). Mostly,
there is need to analyse ideological conflict between indigenous and general per-
ceptions with regard to public housing in both concept and relation-
ship. Consequently, Hillier et al. (1984) affirm social meaning as most significant in
in-built buildings. This is achieved with creative theories grounded on natural insights
(Bafna 2012). Changes on initial design of public housing by inhabitants were thus
measured. Significantly, these changes related the spatial morphology of public
housing structures particularly in the context of quality and lifestyle of inhabitants in
Nigeria. This research therefore is an extension of existing studies on housing
transformation that have constantly upheld the need to consider transformation ben-
efits, including culture in design in attaining users’ satisfaction in housing delivery.

The scope of this research is limited to the low-income public housing initially
owned and established by government and sited in state capitals. The cultural focus
was on the major ethnic groups living in northern Nigeria. According to Mustapha
(2006), dominant ethnic groups in northern Nigeria are Hausa, Fulani. Kanuri,
Nupe and Tiv. Equally, Dudley (2013) outlined the major ethnics as Hausa, Fulani.
Kanuri Nupe and Tiv. However, Anthony (2013) named Hausa and Fulani as most
dominant ethnic groups in the region, followed by Nupe, Tiv and Kanuri.
Thereafter, ownership of these housing units was later transferred to the inhabitants.
The settings chosen for evaluation offer rich information on heterogeneous public
housing units transformed from homogenously designed neighbourhoods. Public
housing is foremost among public buildings in expressing inhabitants’ cultural
values, hence a key landscape element in urban settings. In culture-sensitive
communities such as in Nigeria, hybrid multi-ethnic cultural settin g and lifestyle
need to be fused into the built environment in order to achieve sustainable urban
development. Greatly, this research contributes in developing users’ experience that
covers cultural ideals introduced during transformation practices into design guides.
Buttressing this, Rapoport et al. (1980) assert that in the search of environmental
standards, environments are culturally specific in providing design requirements.
% :"Hﬁusiﬁg 18 not devoid of social challenges particularly with cultural diversifi-
'__-?113? in cultured spatial settings where housing stress easily erupt, a situation
% monly associated with inhabitants of public housing in Nigeria. Interestingly,
tnhabitants portray distinctive collective culture unlike what is witnessed in the

| M ;.r:gm which expresses a necessary postulation for ethnographic inquiry
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