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ABSTRACT

Libraries and information centre the world over now enjoy fa"ciliti‘es prevlcled by
web-driven technical facilities with huge databases. These facilitate better access points
and multi-dimensional search in the library holdings The paper examined the en' line
management techniques of cataloguing and classification, using technical fac1lll:1e5
Specifically, the following web-driven technical facilities were dlscuseed On-line
computer library Centre (OCLC) (World-Cat’ ’), Library of congress- (LC) On-line
catalogue (class:ﬂcatlon web), Web Dewey, National library of medlcme On-line
catalogue, the University of Adelaide law library On-line catalogue and. Natlonal
Agrlculture llbrary On-line catalogue. The impact of the internet on catalogmg was
outlined. These include, internet-enabled communication, internet enabled content on
cataloging theory and practice and internet enabled functionality. The paperadwsed
librarians and information officers generally to avail themselvee of the opportunities for

technology skills training to equip them with adeguate knowledge about search process,

4 search strategy, search technologies, search engine and search techniques. The paper

concluded by asking librarians to” interbreed” Wlth other profésslonal groups like

programmers, software designers etc and not to be pushed out by software developers

~and computer scientists who do not have experience of the challenges of knowledge

classification.

KEY WORDS: Catalogue, 'classificatlon On-line management, ’se.rv-ices,

techniques.
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LIBRARY CLASSIFICATION i

From the above, classification helps to organize to make sense of
things. It is also used to locate things. Library classiﬁcationfoperateé on the
above pr.inciples_, it helps to keep similar items together and separate -frbm
dissimilar ones. It operates in a way that will help library users to locate
the materials they need. Library classification therefore aims to do. two
basic things first to get the bookg to the reader or the reader to the book in
the quickest possible time. |
Orgamzatlon of library materials

Classification organises into two ways. Flrst it orgamzes mformatton
itself by recognizing similarities between areas of knowledge l|brary
classification schemes go further to list the main and subsidiary branches
of knowledge by so doing, they produce taxonomy of knowledg.e.by

dividing it into Arts, Social Science, Science etc.” second, library

c[assiﬁc.ation organizes books on shelves, keeping a_ll hisltory-'_books

together and keeping Nigerian history near to but separate from Ghana
history. It is therefore the subject of a book that will determine its place on
the library shelves. =¥ :

Let us now examine the two basic forms of library ﬁciaésiﬁcation.
Library classification schemes fall into types, enumerative and fé\ceted. It ‘is
pertinent to note here that major schemes do not falt neatly. Into,- one
category or the"other, rather, they fall somewhere én a]con‘tinUUm
between the strictly enumerative and facéted. It is useful to examine the

qualities of emanative and faceted scheme.




a.  Enumerative classification Scheme: this ‘category  of
‘ ﬁ:lassiﬁcation scheme attempts to enumerate or list all subjects.
There are problems with this scheme, they include. 3
I Difficulty of hstmg everything - and the resultmg size’ of the
. publication, in a strictly enumerative scheme the schedule
(listing of subjects) will be very long. Sy
2. Subject change andﬁ'new' subject emerge that Coul‘d hot_have .
been anticipated when the scheme was devised. |
B Enumerate scheme leaves unused notations here and there to
- fit new sub]ect it has however been very difficult to place each
new subject in irts proper position'among‘the ekistihg s-ubjects
as the gap in the schedule may be in the wrong pla‘ee. ‘
The most important example of an enumerative'sch‘eme is the library

of congress LC, here the classifier simple chooses notation for topics from a

comprehensive list of subjects saving the problem of in depth 's"ubject

analysis.

FACETED CLASSIFICATION SCHEME

A faceted scheme lists cencepts only, notation fo_r‘ comp'lex' subject
are build up by means of synthesis. Good example are Colon classification
(C.C) and Bliss biological classification BBC faceted classification scheme.
They do not attefhpt to enumerate compound subjects. Instead_ notaﬁons
are constructed using notions for basic sebjects' together with no’tetiOn for

common and subject specific concepte.

~ Advantage of faceted scheme’




| According to Hunter (1988) faceted classification scheme llst on. baSlc

1 concepts which makes it easy to compile. | :

b.  Second the schedule are shorter for the scheme reason abOveA
but despite the brevity they, permit: the classnﬂcatlon of both
very simple and very complex subjects. '

C. New subject can very,often; be catered for by the comblnation
of already existing topics’ by linking together of existing

concepts. ¢ 5 e :

The major problem however with faceted classification scheme is that

citation and filling can cause difficulty. Thls problem can however be

.avoided if the scheme has been designed W|th emphasis.on SlmpllClty

CATALOGING ON-LINE ,

If libraries are to function effectively in the present age, the manual
process or methods will have to . give way to mformatlon and
communlcatlon technologies (ICTs) and computer driven enwronment
Adeleke and Olorunsola (2009) Accordmg to Adeleke and . Olorunsola‘
(2009) ensuring this requzres tralnlng and retraining on the part. of the
practicing librarians, who must be ever willing to keep abreast of recent
development in the field of llbrary and information science. The. tralnlng '
should  include adequate knowledge about search process, search
strategles search englnes and search technology, expert knowledge in
search catalogues, databases and web source. The. modern librarian should

also be capable of ﬂndmg and evaluatlng the lnformatlon resources best

6




suited for user need, and use appropriate latest Vrelev'ant technology to

manage and deliver information services.

There has always been awareness among .Librariansr th_et' without
cataloging and c1assificatioh, the-goal of helpi‘n'g library users to Ie_cate the
materials they need in the quickekst possible time would hafve'been'difﬁeu}t.
{  The advances made in informa'tfion technology has made it 'pos_s'ib_le for
remote libraries to access the huge eatabases of big libraries in developed
countries for the purpose of adopting or adapting their bibl'iograp'hic data
for their own library use. Indeed on—l,ine Catal-ogues have tran—sformed the

landscale of cataloging and classification, Adeleke and Olorunsola, 2009).

Electronic/Online resource _ i
According AACR 2 (2005) up late, an electronie reso‘uirce' is a miéterial
.(data and or programmes) encoded for manipulation by a .computer deyiee.
This material may require the use of a periphefal d_irectly connected to a
computerized device eg. (CD-ROM Drive) or a 'conn'ectionte a computer
network e.g the internet, | | . |
Electronic cataloging therefore is the use of co‘rﬁzf_)‘uter device or
network/intemet) to record ‘materials that a library or library system owns.
Electronic/Online libreary catalogue helps a user to achieve the fo!lowing';
a.  Check whether a book is in stock and available to borrow -
b.  Reserve an item that is current.ly on loan |

c Renew you over due items

a

Email library staff with any guery directly from the website.



R e s

'According to Saule (1990) library catalogue whether online or 'rnalnlua.l are

the most common computerized library retrieval system: that a user will

encounter. The purpose of library cata’!ogUes of cou"rse, is to _'fac'ilitate

access to a library's or institutions holdings. The rahge.(‘)f materials

reflected in the database may-be wide as it 'inclu'des‘ materiais such as

sound recording, films and museum holdings in addltlon to book and
¢ .

journal titles.

Benefits of electronic resources

INTERNET ADOPTION FOR CATALOGING AND CLASSIFICATION

The use of on-line tools for catalogmg and dlassification has been
embraced by cataloguers as a veritable tool for improving subJect access to: .
information. According to Zaid (2009). Many library on- lme catalogues are

now accessible for searching class numbers and other | catalogumg

| information. The need for the use of on-line tools for catalogumg and

classification in libraries has been made more 0bv10us as a result of the

tremendous growth of information and its utilization. Catalogues. are, bemg
computerized all over the world to facilitate better access points and multi-
dimensional searches in the library holding. With multlple-sources it is easy
for the cataloguer to copy and paste cataloging lnformatlon Wthh make for
more accurate access points. According to Zaid, (2008)” '

from your desktop, it is now possible

to link easily and cost effectively |

into biblibgraphic infbrmation which

were previous time consuming” P32
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It is therefore- necessary for.‘catalogL‘Jers to feel free to use the on-line
cata!og-ue of other libraries to improve subject access to:in'forma.tionin
their domain. However it is necessary to point out here that for‘ such
libraries to benefit from the on-line technical faculties thé'y must have their
own web facilities. However some of' the technical -facilities théugh

beneficial to cataloglng and classmcatlon are not free. Libraries with

_cataloguing facilities that are: Web achieve now enjoy facilities provnded by

web driven technical facilities. Some of these technical facilities include:-

a.  On-line computer library centre OCLC (“World Cag ) -

b. Libfary of Congress On-line Catalogu_e (C[éssiﬁc'ation" Web)

€ We Dewey (Dewey Decimal Classiﬁcation) " |
On-line Computer lerary Centre OCLC “World- Cat”

This is a well known union catalogue Wthh has classnflcat
numbers both in DDC and LC schemes. Both schemes are the most
popular. The “world —Cat” is produced and malntalned by On-line -
Computer Library Centre OLCL. It is possible for cataloguers“to access
“World-Cat” through the internet for their huge databases or bibli‘ographic
data in cataloging and classification. The mQS‘c OUtstand_Ing .feature of
“world-cat” is the fact that every item in the union ca‘talogvue has -both
classification numbers of Dewey decimal classification s'(_fh.éfne: (DDC) and
library of congress (LC) which are the mostly used scheme in ﬁb_raries- |
today. -For the benefit of cataloguers this technical fadiity = o e

http;//connexion.oclc.org.



lerary of Congress On-line Catalogue Web C!assrﬁcatlon ,
The is the web version of library of congress {L.c) Cta55|ﬂcat|on
schedule. It is an on-line cataloguing and classification tool with many

advantages. Like the OCLC “world cat” classiﬂcatioh web - is avaiiablé'only

by subscription. | 2

Features of Classification Webs
According to Adeleke and Olorunsola (2009) the feature of
classification web include: Ty
a.  Full text schedule of what the manual contains |
b.  Access to data anywhere you have a World wide web (www)
connection :
G Correlation between the library of congress (LC) number and
library of congress (LC) subject heading | |
d.  All file updated daily

e.  Automatic calculation of classification table numbers.

Web Dewey (Dewey Decimal Classification).

While the classification web is the web version of Ilbrary of congress,

Web Dewey, is the electronic version of Dewey Decnmal cla55|f|cat|on

(DDC) scheme. The basic advantage of web Dewey 15 the updatedness and

delivery of prints updates

Special Library technical facilities




For libraries that are special in term of subject there ‘are also

technical facilities that are peculiar to them, examp!es,include:_‘—._ :

‘a.  Medicine — National Library of medicine on-line catalogue.
cataloguers working in 'medical libraries take 'advantages of this
for bibliographical data on joLlrnaIs, books, _éomputer soﬁ:ware
electronic resources etc. available at http/locatorplus gov.

b. law -The university of Adelaide law library on. line catalogue. This
technical facility is used in law libraries to classify legal
materials using Moys classification :scheme.'_It isvavailalble at.
Www.law Adelaide.edu.au/library/about/.moy.s..v ‘You can also
goggle university of Addela de for the same link.. | \

c. Agriculture - National agricultural Library On Ilne catalogue Thls -
technical . facility is special made for agrltcu.ltural libraries.
Cataloguers working in agriculture IIbrarjes 'can ‘rhake use of

" this facility. It is available at http.//nal.org.

The impact of the internet on cataloguing:-
Whether and Beacon cited in Zaid (2008). Identnﬁed three
major 1mpact of the use of on line internet on cataloguing. These include;
Fla Tnternet- enabled communication, this hes. made' resource
sharing better and leasier. It has helped cataloguer to share

information, spéed up their work and promote‘co—operation.



Here a cataloguer uses the internet to search the Caté[ogues of

other libraries and to communicate with other cataloguers.'

Internet enabled content on cataloguing theory and pr‘ac_tice.
The new media is driving the creation. of new ‘tules for
cataloguing as the internet is transforming the publish industry

and this transformatioh is pushing libraries in new direction.

Internet enabled functionality on the cataloguéf, the catalogue

is now seen more as a collection development tool. Apart from
the tradition of function of the catalogue »Which:inc!udes,'to
find, to identify, to select and to obtain'materials, the catalogue
now engage in crossing the barriers form the old notiOhs of
local holdings to point to the holdings on other libraries and

other resources not locally held.




Conclusion:

The application of information technology in information operations in
developing countries like Nigeria is how wide spread as its impo'rtan‘ce is no
longer a subject for debate. It is therefore nécessary to create aw'a,re-hess
on what the internet/www have to offer in support of library operation. The
~ 21% century cataloguers, e"spe_cié%ﬂy those in information technology ‘driven

environment have web acﬁess on their desk tops, __WhiCh put many
resources within reach just by pressing a button. Internet fécili'ti-es'.have
also been created in specific subject areas like. law, .'agri(_:ultu‘re,'me_’dicine
etc. This has helped to improve subject access to inforrhation,_'faéi{itates
better access points and multidimensional search'esvih the Allibral*y holdingé.
The implication of this for Nigerian libraries especialiy, ;:atalo.guers is
to avail themselvés of opportunities for technology skills 'tramihg 't_o equip
.them with adequate knowledge ébou_t search proceés, searth" -stfétegy,
search Techniqu‘es, search engine and search technology. . S
Library catalqguers and librarians generally are further advised not to
be pushed out by softwaré developers and computer. sci'entistfwhc’) do not
have experiences of thé challenges of knowledge Qlassiﬁcation “and
indexing but understand that the chalienge is to create,.thfough ihtelligent
technology, tools for automatic classification and indexing. Library
cataloguers must “interbreed” with other professional :gro'ups such as
programmers, software designers etc. Resource discovev'ryr is the kéy to the

future of web services. Librarians must surely be contributbrs_ of all this.
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