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. communication process. Some of these indige ¢

" couldn*t afford to-ignore the media, whichiar
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Preamble ST i STah Al
This study investigates. the .role: of " tradifion”
communication process in a rural commuret, ahid'its
media, ideas and precepts. " ltralso dete ings the
interactions have for. déuewﬁnie‘ht -com
resedrch. were coullecled through focus g
the study of varipus communication’ s
tradition and. ‘conununicq_‘nbrn, can uni

exogenous message, new ideas and..

exogenous messages are thergfore packag
the cultwre of the people, they will have a
desired impact among the Tural recipient:
study concludes that those. engaged i rur

folk tale, festivals etc. ‘can be - sticcessfullyus d

. féﬂﬁfd ‘therefore this
‘development_activities,

the people. " .~

'intm'd-u'ctﬂiun_ ‘ i
In Africa, traditions have roles’they play.

5
of the society. These traditions, which aré testimonies of the past,.are. i

short of communal dactivities, wh;ch '_"feu’f_:-_mc prccc_p’t,:’j;-,;-izalue.
permanent and change aspect of the society(Ryder, HOFS). AS AL e

were, they are transmitted from gene “;i_ur.i';mggentmti'on; (Vansina,
This study, which is basically on t

can be used to .pass developmental information” to the: people. -
Indigenous comminication channels have values, which serve as a o
means of communication activities. © it'is an' important aspect- of
culture and & means, by which a culture is iirei__mwed_,_han_dgd down,-
responds to new situations and adapts, \
communication, W d’ Ay
contrast are ubiquitous. They ‘are’ needed to. convey. s54ges to
peaple out of reach of exogenous channg 5{.COn /

|5, The miost-common way of |

communication arhong the Igbos is by verbal expression, iri @l face-to- . e

thwfﬂrm ooted in -

Jenous and famdiar to- .

becially i the sustenance '

_ adition, Will determinie the role” -
of-tradition in development. It will ex ming he indigenous channels

h Unlike cxogenous channels of - -
hich have limited s 1ge, indigenous channels by -
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face ‘situation.: The speaker formiilates his message and transmits it

- orally by word 'of mouth to his avdience [Chie'zié}r.-'l;g'&?:lf)l_l i
The efficiency -of t';ra’d,i‘ii'm—r.ia-ir‘u‘inud,c_-sf-ol"cc‘:‘r?};:’;,‘im,rﬁi"c'-mion ‘has been
demonstrated ;fby‘--,,,‘UglJp,aj._a o called t
- "Oramiedia” emphasizing their most visiblé at

familiar and are locally controlled! They also offer opportunity for
- participation of local people in communication among-themselves and

with development professionals and decision-makers. (Madu, 1999). -
Indigenous communication, packaged in drtistic forms, rooted in the 0
t in ‘inappropriate . -

culture . of - thc,\_-rﬁcqblé.»f’if”: ignored can
development effort. (Mundy, Paul And Compton
Gt 3G el i : = ,__L[f.ﬁf“_.

1991).
Statement of the Problem - ol e
In Nigeria, governments, local, state and national
stll making conscious effort: to develop theirural areas’ where abouit

80% of the total population live (Aboyade; 1990): Today, some 'of the

yearning of our rural dwellers include, tnéuhng a better quality of life

through' improved -and .accessible health 'sérvices, provision of -
facilities for the education of adult and children’ and availability of

utilities such as good roads, good drinkifig water, eléctricity ete.

Whereas government has ‘fzxshiori,cgi"b,lj_'gt,":faﬁr‘d “making _é{fqrts to
implement some of “the needs of the Hiral' people - within . the"

constraints of available reso

“being  made hardly know -about them ‘thus creating -a’ gap" in

communication; resulting in' low level of participation in what affects
_them. In order o achieve this, therefore, thé.people must be properly. - o] - S
informed. - Their leaders must carry them ong through the use of .

local appmvaches:m‘id,me;t'l'mds‘:- G D R

- “The government. and its |finctionaries- have a ‘responsibility to ¢ 4
provide necessary communication about their activities to' make the - | -
people knowledgeable about the happening eround them ‘and also: " o
. generate in them -‘j(:;.ﬁgh-.t_-iattj.itud't:,andgcfnéoumgbf the adoption of = . 1

desirable value system' (Aboyade 1990). ,Rural life is. considerably ]
uences by traditit Ich - encourages :Awareness .in the = < § . .
 individual on the need to preserve the knowledge of the ancestry and = 4

A

influenced by tradition, which - encourages

‘past generation. . Tradition therefore governs almost cvery ‘aspect of i

living in the rural commuaity. -
_In" view: of the fact that )

ral; com

 tradition bound than urban communitiesy/it is ifaportant that the role |
of tradition in' developrient’ in" such communities be givery more

- aitention than has ‘been the case. Specifically,

any, of tradition in) the' development comimihicatitn process in such = .
rural communities? How does the interface between tradition and =
new media, ideas ald precepts work out, ‘and what consequences for
development communication. This is the’ central focus of attention of

'hm-‘.c.éjl,éd the{‘,nf: - Lrad‘iﬂ'iq.h“al‘ modes - .
‘ : ut,‘cjf orality {Ugboaja,”
1986). Indigenous channels have ‘high credibility ‘because. they: are -

I'have made and are.

urces, ‘the people for: whom the plans are’ -l

hat is the role, if = | -
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- dismally low and impact ir

. f before the advenl of new; me:

" this smdy as it oulhnes a'c
~ State. ldachaba 11985). Oyam
: succmctly that past. govcrnmen__
- ‘and Nigeria in part:cula: ‘have fai
is evident in the high. level o
“amenities, Whlch are the miais
Oyaide- (1988), the reasons:for - the
' .developmem eﬂ’ort&. are that:

Rural:; deuelopnwnt progr-
adequale consideration - fo
. Aspirationt ofthe ruraI pe.:

Another abscrvauon abou _
. ‘'made by Aboyudc (1984), L-awa i 1981]

‘ mdmlmncd that the fatlure o
Alrica and Nigeria was due 1

the rural communities. - M ik
- of considerable expcnduur overnments, . donor agencws the

amount of" rclf:vant and uaeab formauon “for rura] nreas is
crca;mg condmom whl.ch fnstcr t‘ﬂpl‘_

illiteracy
afr srural.
low pe: farm

Mchombu (1992} who

e\pruce::s of information transfer with'

' rura{ devclopmcnt anllblblC

. The case for: usmg mdtga

’ straghtforward. Tec?mwﬂl solutmn.m unperr" , :

' not readdy adopted Netir techr at.dupl dre mdlgenousr

ones are “superfluous, ‘an lgnonng tocu! “a muaIs- (o Iocal
‘problems 15 wasteﬁtlp . S o

Mric.sm 'l‘mdltionnl Mcdln quommunication

Afncan 3aueuas have dcvclo
dla In his atudy,

that ‘the: tradmonal sysmn cﬂmmumcauon
Sia[e mf{)rmauon d:ascmmahon enu:rmmmem and
socwlu.a, which haw: nat be
/ any other’ exlemall mﬂucn
also. reférs to the mode of
i impoitant he: conlmucd 10 note; th
B owncrshlp of lht: menns af cnmmu cati

s

T h{:

‘ ‘thu society.

speech was. made’ u1 A, i btack Afnm,

had been deuelopec( and imp
-electronic mc,dia were ever wr.wued The peo,

: stgqﬁ;gf()kuku‘ *ommumt_y in Imo’ -

198 d Lel (1975) have arguedi
n rural devélopment in. Africa. e
evelop the rurdl areas.: TR ot
nd lack of social .
s Accordmg to

f rural dcvclopumm programmea in East’-

1992). argucd further that in spite

heir own. muhad"of cammumcauun e
ns (1972) argues .-
| continual process s
education used in 7
geriously dislocated, by. Westernor - "ol
'[*mclmanal sys‘em ol co;;xmumcatmn_! et
'mml {ownmhxp) ‘and model. It is o
; : ;:der the traditional system, :

raved upor long befqm modern .
of the Cango in

Central Africa. sand "ws’wges wuh Tom Tom or drum um!
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modern form ' of communication. - The fnmr c:f rqmmumcanon o
according to Qduko (1987} is exe ltmvciy mtcgrmf'd into local'cultures
and highly face-to-face ac‘twmm rrom thc sn‘“ o m the re(c-lwr*
Scola (1988} argued that: ' ‘ i
Swce many of the blac k flfri(‘ﬂ c-uiru
-~ tradition oral forms’ of mmrﬂmucatzon p y
indigenous network. P.79. - i
~He went on to list Undmonal networ
-drums and union leaders el Emlcudo (1987) __
communication in rural commumly as follows: t Vm-.'n crier, drums s
- songs, dance, festivals, etc. In the words.of Rog [crted by Opubor..
(1975), a far—t‘lung network’ ofc.ommumcaunn chi inless L

rra!h/ non- hternm
.tjfmnr roi’e ot the :

developed. countncs bcforc the mlmducuo!p o] prmt or clecr_romc e -y

media, : : L
 Wilson (1987) found out that 1n,therulﬁ Calabar prmrmm:Y the

town criers employ these forms of can"ymg buthls ccmmumcauon e

roles: ldiphones, - Membmnophones
mgnals. objects,. . colour - schemes _
communication: and symbohc display. : rdl'
Nigerian and indeed African drumiters hav;e cust
redundancy pnnuple to dmm communxcauﬂn ln‘
It seems$ that Afnm drum - messag
redundancy prutqples - fransmitting - inf n. j
. formulatmn fo his" theory by Eumpeﬂ.ns p,l' 5.0 The'. ‘drum C el
message was used in pre-E uropean and. pre—CofonuJI days-gsa .5 7
means of bmadcaswlg mfommtwn or news: 0 e
Pllde: .

, Writing on the natunf: zmd contcnl of: traditio al mcdna Wilson "
- argues that communication -process: in  niral areas of Nigena take
various forms and are meant to achmw: dnﬂcmnt b)cctwcs mamly,.“ Pl
“directives, news, -advértising, public” relations; entertainments, and
‘education. Dlmctives for him are carried out through nnnounccmtnt's
concerning; pubhc or community: wori:s; dutw@s»or"respons:bdmes of
the ' collective cmmenry. which must: b@'mrncd Qut, or defaulters-'f '
_within the ‘community face . certam sanctiunh.< fAlso mstmcuun& to
indigenous- “groups like women's b yo o :

‘to, Andah’ (1992)
_manly apphed lhe _' it
hxs words ci

individuals.in extended l‘amﬂy to carry'ou cértmn- dmsmns of the'

traditional - ‘authority, . The traditional . uthonty also’ announcea e

] -rorthcommg events by thjs use of dlrectwe
Summamnng (A '

systems are compk:x and functwn as partgol‘ thelary r socx&pohtxcal .
; orgmuzatmn ‘He outlined five l‘unchons of uadihunal mmmunicatmn
system thus: (1) reporting and cnucmn :
~ (2) issuing dmectwes {rom-. legmma
{3) prmndmg educauon in lhe: norms

inne
cull:
prow

and ;
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.(4) stlmulatmg the em

“culural, polmcai heailt
; programmcs for, the masse
‘ and national dew,iopmen

.‘of[en admitted. Wﬂson

- “ problems assomated th
Lo have retardcd the us
LA rEaT Accorcim to’hi

* ‘Problemiof Leﬁchlng :u‘ddl onal -communl
Janguage of the: :.uchcu. i

' ] pohucal system ;n Afncar

'take Lognwancc of -

Madu m}&: €

- ¢ rowd_mg !the hght to'.
10 ' and (6) serves as a source 0!’

innavations and’ helpmg
: catio al and enlightenment

Thus lha:r funcuan

"Chigf among t
“vocabulary in Uu desc
 the ‘miedia, chanuels and”‘

s nfurznalmn,

1dc.nt1ﬁable mcdl'a;"

atxmda ized

{. ith_

“technological - pmb!em, ~and

Wilson howwer raises’ the net

:,mndcud:zmg tradinona edia :mstmc Gna g 7
mr_;mmb and lo rnodt:mlze tmdmgnaj

tmn h 8

c'a.pd md nalm
sisocio ;’ujtura'l‘
WaS' nscll' 8 - peo
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peop!c, which inhibits. mft)rm' tion dlssemmauon 1t rccogmzc*d that
in the. lmdlllonal past;. ‘th

thmugh the guild-system

' devc‘fopment very difficult.
- ways of getling around such

“diligence ‘and- the ‘creative .y
" approach could:” be’ . produg

_' “minimize the d!ﬂ"culucs surro Yolal
o counu-y such as Nngcrna

- culture; (Moemeka. 1989) argu
. _bhave symbiotic re!auonshlp -

o life-wire or any. cu!ture-
i surwve :

‘tradmonal" or: rural

! -‘,and non vcrba] o

L illS almost entn_rely lhrbugh )

Lin small Py (fa" ‘meetings)
Muemeka (1989) men ori

ua!?a

o channc]s for drssemmaung
_-storytellers arid: praise sirigers
past .and present generatxcrns&

o generat.tons L

‘ ;1s almost always a ‘question o

P‘a,pm in Honour oj

lt was the bcllefof the forum: that jt was :mportant to- undcrstand‘ i
and _appreciate ‘the" fmgm_and necessity for such attitude, of the

~slrong’ need to protect the: ;-
& practice whlch was vnrtua]iy;
munmcs. was msututronahzed

mtcllectua] property- loe comimun
‘universal and wh:ch, in dev 't

The forum’ nonethelcss recopnize hat this. restnctwe amtude to e
‘information made the work o research and data gathermg foriis ook
“The Torui; noted that there were various ©
tance and: dlstmcts from them, a
; uld  win Lhc «confidence. . of - "
ﬂﬁhg talk freely. . Similarly, sheer
direct rather than a frontal-’
valuable msults ‘Also. -
rum re: amrmed cou!d help' i
e_commumcaﬂon procesa in a

proper. obscrwancc fol pm
respondems and make therm

understandmg of the f.ult

Writing - on mter mia tmns

m culture determmeq the code

context and. meaning of comy nication, _'and commumcatmn is Lhe

dei‘ ned f : cul,tu ral

7?con1mun1cahon = verba] -
the 'African ‘communication e
mos' rural Afncan sQ et:es 5 '

culture. pn:domm

ace, th vljlag 5
it aJ occasmnsi -as:important

€ exploits and - xperience of 1A
d ﬂ S/heip edueate the yg‘;\_;ngel,. e i

Mﬂemeka (1989} cbncluded

deas ig dependcnt on how -
tionship which, Anvariably, =

beeri ac:qu:rf:d from ‘géneration ;
such ‘an"Hction will aﬂect.esm

J:as been shapéd by Lhe‘
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'Methudalogy :
_ Forua Group - Dnscussmn (.,GD
“study. . L:.senually. this mvalvgd a- gmup “dis uusmn“thar, gathered’

. peaple together from similar ba
- topics “central to [hc ‘obj LUVCE‘_“Of thi:

_conventionally homogcneou
to” pamcular groups on the:

‘mformal

[lhaL th. dmcusumm W
SO mibg: illL ub_:u.uw.:: of thc
s dlbLUbblUﬂ ;,mdc, whu,h hd

i]()lL -ahn,r/ rcwrdc; ;
smade available’ for lhc
'pcnula biros ¢t

r data l’ou lhts.:-"

) was used -

ckgrounds and experiences Lo discuss - o
- st dy Gcnerally the"-_‘ b
gmup.s , wcre S

participants  were .

whcrt: mdw:duals ‘
‘class _sex, age, .
amczensuca :»alu.nt

riaxi mize wnhm the group ‘
dominate -or withdraw b
cxper:enec arqu:rcd knowlf:dge, or any mhc (
-0 lhc_ dISLuSSIOH e e i :

-The discussions
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In" most of the SCS8I0] com”
members of the. gmu p. , e
“showed that the resen : )'f 1hmr time and cnmgv e ¢han
e hfmgurmg the researchers mll ln ll"mo it of the qessmnq wenteir as: g !
:piaf‘nn-cd ’Hw I‘t"C(er af clm s smns was comph:-te and accurate g j exXor
] N § o0 s ; this
,-Queatiou Gulde : _‘alnci
() How ﬂcmhlc o ._t_o.\;a_t’:'t-‘ur‘_n’_fnbc.fa'to_'— 4 . ‘gna.-,:w'
¥ : xagenuus mm'm. 5 e s laiie i - :"Th( :
{iil What is your pt‘u,rplmn mfb.rmamm't at-is ruotgd m',-‘,’ i e e e g
.o the culture ‘of the people: e festwul local 8 ups dlanld‘: o f’arm
. folk- mlcs ornl pmny c-lc rf e : e
- (i) Dcsunbc how you can transplam gow:mmen ,meseage inte : -,""f’f”‘"
- -oral narrative whmh thé : pprrcmtc uwmg md:pcnous : gover
chnnnels . ; ! idea
: ;)T[)'\. &
Findings : o Eml’f‘- :
merthe"dam:coﬂe‘c_té-d lhc fnilowmg fndlngs wem made as. Shdwn s
meTable 1o 00 20 i . , e comi
The use of mng«: as An: mrﬂgcnous cha nci of oammumcmmn i 1;1!13;'
Okuku has been found. touhel ¢ 30 for tlw '!ransm:samn of tF:our
exogenous - mmsage from - c:thcr thc" govemr_nem or”any ‘of thc i ‘who
~development agencies: Songs smr ﬂc:nble cnuugh to allow new | Hoodh o T
~ideas and - ‘precepts to, bo incorpora ~ e, T “f:f()lf‘. Iht‘ e e
ideals of thc Family rt Programm FSP] !he message of the ‘rpmd’,
‘War Against and ‘Corruption . (WAIC), the: _Db_;eclwe ‘of the_' F‘alﬁ‘ ot
Economic Advanccmem F’Togmmme (FE&P} the K ' ' L
contained in the ‘Expanded: Prcgmmme ‘on el
the family planmng can ‘casily be- t‘ompom*d ‘ e
peop!e of the: commum:y m‘.ea«;i!y Jlearn . g smg to emsc}veq C_o.rrﬂ_rj'.
anynme thr.-'.' w:ah lhmr SOnNgs can a}&o bf. 'bmposcd m exprmmnn p‘(_)t‘ff_“
L)pmmn or vent: a,ngcr on: & particular way- of life: F‘or mstance the ‘_JrC]C*’-“‘::
-Guw_mments arLzon agmml Jndmcnplinc can bc: promotcd m thc- nnnl 1-‘ ' }C‘a::: !;‘,
= areas wn.h use of songs. . s to
Apart fmm songq HT?G“‘EE‘:‘ mcllgenous mmmmucatron chmmoi extcu"-‘
observed in Lhc study, w hl(‘h can play an ppren 'ble role in the . A : devc{r-‘..'
1 c,ommumuatmn ‘of . exogenous dewlopmcn activities' in - Okuku" L be-ca
community, is folktales. If. purmmwely and effective used,’ modern " . mode
_development - mfermalmn ‘gan -ber transpi&n “inta’ familiar aral s from
e néuratives. These oral : narratives mus 'ibe:Iong 1o the pcople of the " 7 forefal
community. The result: will e that the people will take it as theirs, o peoplt-
provided that it is not over loaded ‘with, foreign content., ‘The new oral Sle
¥ narrative which. has moderr dvvetopmem information. tmnsplantcd i s . mu}.-'
it, will heighten interest more. than ‘the'. origiri 0génous channcls i "iﬂd;{!‘ '
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