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URBAN CRIME AND ITS CHALENGES IN MINNA, NIGER STATE, NIGERIA

ABD’RAZACK, Nelson T.A and SULYMAN, A.O

bstract ,
ecurity has become an issue in the world today as no place is spared of crime. The fear of crime has been the
oblem to many C{tles all over the world. Crime and violence have both social and economic dimension. It has been
oved that sustazfu'zble human settlement development is a factor in good urban governance. The world is
reasingly ur .banzzmg and cities through their concentration of population and resources represent the best entry
yint for effective a7d eﬁic"zent use of scarce developmental resources. The main focus of good urban governance is
improve the ql{ahty Of life of citizens. The aim of this study is to assess the extent of urban crime in Minna; it has
the following objects: identify threat to security; trend of crime; and socio-economic implication of crime. The
- methodology to this study was in stages, collection data from police record in Minna between 2004 and 2008. This

as analyzed and the collection of primary data to understand the perception of the people of the city about crime.
e data collected are analyzed using descriptive statistics and presented in tabular form the use of percentage,
il frequency and chart. The result obtained indicated that the crime in Minna is on the increase. The most common
(& crimes in Minna are theft, murder, manslaughter, burglary etc. There are about 8 police station and 15 police post
in the city. The total number of policemen in Minna is about 1738. They are not evenly distributed as places that are
I 'apulated have few number compared to low density areas. Some locations are problematic to police. several
suggestion were made such as reform in the judicial and police system, community policing, educational reform and
y ocational centre to stem unemployment and poverty.

-
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Introduction

There have been rising feeling of insecurity worldwide especially in third world countries. Crime
a serious problem in cities all over the world. Urban violence generates a fear of crime. Crime and the
fear of crime are serious threats to the stability and social climate of Cities, to sustainable and economic
evelopment, the quality of life and human rights. One of the very prime norms of good governance is the
reation of safety and security through diverse means. Agbola (2001) indicated that the process of good
vernance require total freedom from crime activities at both home and outside world. The problem of
' crime and violence has been major factor that threaten the corporate existence of Nigeria as people
§ entertain fear from insecurity of their lives and property, which reduces the quality of life.
£ Nigeria is a country where there is inadequate police work forces to cope with population and rate
f crime. The research by Agbola (2002) shows that there is a policeman to 1,000 people in the country
hich is contrary to World Bank estimate of about a policeman to 400 people. The modernization of our
wns and cities has eroded the value of our traditional method of crime prevention. Crime is so endemic
at people begins to entertain fear as night fall. g et :
‘ The ability of the policemen to control crime in Nigeria is not yielding the desired result as the
Teported cases of crime increased between 1996 and 1997. Though there is decrease in 1998, the main
ttime of armed robbery is on the increase. There have been reported cases of collusion between armed

bandits and the Nigerian Police thus compounding the misery and nightmare of Nigerians. Developed
- Mations which the World Bank used as yardstick has about a ratio of police to population higher than the

thlrd world countries (Agbola, 2005; Wilbur, 1997; World Bank, 1996). In addition to long delays and
4 : ¢ alleged to be corrupt and are indeed said to be accomplices

lournments in law courts, many judges ar : _ ey S
of Criminals. These often made people take 1aw into their hands by lynching or taking jungle justice on

Y Criming] caught.
angd Violence has both social and economi
Property, peace and order of a nation. WH

The major effect of rime is a threat to lives

¢ dimensions. i
d crime into three groups

0 (2002) categorized violence an
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y ges). Self: directed violence which is physical harm inflicted by oneselp
mages). Selt-

i itted by a group.
ity Vi ive Vi ¢ includes harmful acts commItEH - ‘ |
(community violence). Collective vxo!ir:,i)lve exercise of power that 1S invariably to force a specific gajp

iti i 113 [
Mpst St 2> i e lums means that violence has become routinized” o

; rime and violence in urban slum —
The shel?;ezc’fllieng (t:he functional reality of daily life. It could be noted that defi iolence
“normall

i ' 4), but there are importa
sometimes overlaps with definitions of conflict and crlrr:ie ('lt\}/foss\r;:/efoc?or?hict-based ower Stfugglgz
distinctions. While violence and conflicts are both concerne Wi P : nc,e e ol e,
do not necessarily inflict physical or mental harm on others, while viole }',tted ke g P

In recent years violent crime las a proportlon (icf ‘;c;’;azlihc;:;r;es(c)g/zng%lreported e i

Latin American cities for example, violent crime accounts gt ppatee %
o it rose from 9,392 in 1997 to 25, 804 in 1998 (Robert, 1999; Castrol, 2000). The 1 g 0
Tlvrlll)?: \I/tiélence and crime is both complex and context specific. In urbap commumt}}/1 'd;ﬁf'er;:ﬁhtypes of
violence can be identified. It is therefore helpful to categorize types of v1oler}ce and 1%1 1%) 9sle that
are overwhelmingly urban in nature. Deas (1998) distinguish between rur.al Vlolex.lce and urban violence,
with intra-urban differentiations between violence in private arenas and ylolence n pul_)l}c arenas. Others
are political and non-political violence; social, criminal violence (Chenick, 1998); political, economical,

(self-directed, collective and da

and interfamilial violence (Carrion, 1994),

Table 1: Types and Manifestation of Violence and Crime

and the Inter-America Development Bank’s distinction
between criminal and social violence at the individual, household and community levels.

Primary Categories | Types of violence by | Manifestations Secondary
direction of | of violence | perpetrators or victims direction of
violence violence
continuum continuum
Political State and Non-State violence | Armed conflict between | State
in situation of political | political parties; political Institutional
conflict assassinations violence
Institutional | Violence by the state and | Extrajudicial killing by | resulting in lack
other informal institutions, | security forces or | of trust in
including private sectors community jungle justice police and
Economics/ | Organized crime; Protection | Kidnapping; Armed | judicial system
Institutional | of business interest Robbery; Drug
Trafficking; Car Theft; ]
Small Arms Dealing;
Trafficking in Prostitutes;
Intimidation and violence
as means of resolving
: ; economic disputes
L] Econom¥cs Delinquency; Robbery Street theft and Robbery
gzgif:;mlcs/ Youth gangs Collective turf Violence;
Economics/ | Street Child B Soubery and Theft
Social Girls Wiy SR G et I
Inter household ["gocial D : ; -
il it omestic Violence between | Physical;  Sexual  or
resulting i - AUl Psychologi
Iting in youth 74 cial Child ab yel ogical Abuse
leaving  their et Physical ~and Sexual
home and risk of : Abuse especia .
varielyy of “Sirest Social Inter-generational  conflicts Physicalp lly at homaend
violenss o léetwefen Parents and .Children Psychological abuse
vi:)a]lelﬁzzus and routine daily | Lack of citizenship in areas
such as Traffic, road rage,
b"“’fr fights, and street
. con i
Source: Adapted with modifications from Moser and Winton, 2002(TmatmnS
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Agbola, (2005) opined that witly urbaniy,
o of the factors causing this are unplanned de
Janning. population explosion and poverty |
fo some extent the menace of crime an,
alienated and less constrained by social
gtem crime and \"19[01100. All the me
criminality in Nigeria, Many of the
erime that “:ldl: l;\ihl: ;:‘0“:}? i pf“l'o‘? ‘ll\§l(1qcl'tls|t.('> to curtail their activitiey,

Sl both social and economic dimension and it | t help the ec ic development of
the nation as a lot of resources are been lost by peo 3‘| > and g ].“S. . . e Myl g i " f‘ poy
anual basis respectively which thereby affor) |; "| © and government in trzgmmg_tf}c police on daily an

Rrumniamn: doiagrie i social and economic lives of the citizens, Urban violence
affect infrastructure development especially telecommunication, electricity, potable water as well as road
developments. v 1on, electricity, potable water ac !
ustaunl:ll:th:l]tll:lz:;dsgﬁrg:l1::“21“Ch‘f\ tht\l Cfl_obal Camp&}ign on Urbi,"? S} overnance in 1999 ¥ imp lcment’
S ‘ cvelopment in an urbanizing world. This was to evaluate the incidence of
poyerty through lmpl‘(?\/ed L{l‘ball governance at both local and global levels to achieve broad development
ob]ectlyes. such as Mnllennu'm'\ Development Goals (MDGs). The World Bank (2000) opined that “the
world is increasingly urbanizing, and cities, through their concentrations of population and resources
.~ represent the beiﬁt entry point for the efficient and effective use of development resources”.

1 The main aim of Good Urban Governance is to improve the quality of life in the cities, and this
* could only be ac‘hieve using several indicators set by UN-Habitat in 2002, this parameters include
. effectiveness, equity, participation, accountability, security and crime control policies. The UNDP define
good governance as “the exercise of political, economic and administrative authority in the management
of a country’s affairs at all levels. It comprises the mechanisms, processes and institutions, through which
citizens and groups articulate their interests, exercise their legal rights, meet their obligations and mediate
their differences”. The crime control measure as it relate to this research studied the area within the city
that police considered notorious for criminal activities, the policies against violence, crime control
- measures and government intervention to victims of crime and violence. All these have effect on quality
. oflife of citizens. The crime rate is also a function of urban governance.
2 Under policing of Nigeria has led to insecurity among people. According to Agbola (2001)
" people are hunted by armed robbers in their homes, threatened by assassins and policemen on the streets
and denied access to justice when the need arise. It is against this background that this paper aims at
| assessing the level of urban crime, insecurity and challenges of good governance in Minna. The specific
objectives are to: Identify major threats to urban security in Minna; Examination of trend of crime and
~ Criminality in Minna; Evaluate the socio-economic implications of crime in Minna; Assess the operational

| efficiency of the agencies responsible for crime prevention.

ation the rate of crime and violence iv on the increase.
d'development of our towny and cities which is o problem of
a8 H[HU been identified. Planning design can be used o curb
and criminality. Urban violence causes people to be isolated,
horms. Differont mensures put forward by government could not
ASure put in placo have not cope and cub the menace of crime and
S¢ criminals have developed sophisticated methods of committing

037'N and Longitude 6"33'E on geological base of undifferentiated
atite. The North Eastern part of the city is a more or less
:-h occurs and limits any urban development. The city is both
r State and Chanchaga Local Government. The city with
f over 1,000ha. This is shown in figure 1

Minna lies on Latitude 9

- Aministrative capital and headquarters of Nige
. W estimated population of about 889,994 people has land area o

and 2 below : ; : ;
g e rting from April to September.
i f the city is about 1334mm (53 in) sta April ]
The pealf}:)i“ Eean annual ;aelﬂtt:rgboer 3 OOrLym/ | 7in). The mean monthly temperature is highest in March
(39°C) atid | o e tp 30°C). The dry season starts in October’ through April vs{uh North Eastern
Wind whi st 2 Sinep 'f‘he eople of Minna are mostly migrants; t'he workmg age group and
» Which is cool, dry and dusty- P ). Though it is a Gwari town, but other
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Methodology
' The method employed in the research was into two folds. The first is the use of secondary data to
establish the rate and causes of crime in Minna between 2004 and 2008 from police record. Police record

the crime incidence.

E Alsp there was the use of primary data collected from citizens to consider their perception about
crime in Minna. T.he data collected ranges from the type of crime experienced, perception about causes of
crime and suggestlon on how crime could be prevented. The primary data was collected slightly different
from the police record when comparing the rate of crime in Minna. A total of 500 ’structured
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tionnaires were administered usine ol
_ »“?hluli',m-hmuis which Minna wamllil\:li?i% |Lh"’.t9r sampling technique to collect the data in about 20
neuﬂ‘ sllected from both sources -m»'c a L: FO' lhc. use of random sampling was used to administer it. The
data colieet £ map to show are halyzed using descriptive statistios and nroce gy’
also the use of map to show areas prone to crime ang violer ¥ Md Istics and presented in tabular form,
' nee in Minna,
Results g ol
Types: Characteristics and Trend of Crime i Minna
The Nigeria Police cateporizes opim:
murder and attinpts wound?:l&ﬁliﬁﬁn&ﬁ? " _()fl;Cl1ccs into four: Crime of aggression which include
¢ " ) 1) [ ga SlllCl( U, n’]anqla - b .
i ing @ s of ¢ slaughter, and assault. Crime of acquisition:
including a!l illegal means of acquiting money and property. For c>zam le, Fraud, ¢ ‘benlemgnt theft
housebreaking, burglary store breaking, robbery are i ple, Fraud, embezzle , theft,
4 customs which include sexual off are some of these type of crime. Crime against morality
. 'sténce to government order rciotﬁ . r&;pc gambling etc. Crime against public order such as
> ’ g, assault to police . i
wa s v e and viale of the
prohtblted political activities. P other officials of the government and

Crime against person in Minna

The crime considered here are those crime committed to ¢
include all tabulated in table 2 below. This crime and criminal activi
Minna and elude them of harmonious living in the city.

ause injury to person(s) which may
ties affects well being of residents of

Table 2: Crime and Violence against Persons in Minna between 2004 and 2008

Types of Crime 2004 | 2005 [20006 | 2007 | 2008 | Total
Murder 13 16 18 24 13 84
Manslaughter 11 8 2 10 5 36
Attempted Murder 111 187 131 117 51 597
Assault 153 451 497 517 609 2227
Rape 32 14 29 37 18 130
Felonious Wounding 176 210 269 402 365 1422
Kidnapping 9 12 7 22 16 66
Other Crime against Person 177 | 258 322 432 625 1814
Child Trafficking 11 23 8 4 13 59
TOTAL 693 | 1179 1283 1565 1715 6435

Source: Niger State Police Command Record, July, 2008.

The analysis of the frequencies of occurrence of cr‘ime and.crim_inal activijcie.s in Mi.m.lq over a
period of five years (2004-2008) shows that there has bee.n increase in crime aqd criminal activities. The
mmber of murder in the town recorded rose from 13 in 2004 to about 24 in 2007. There has been
tremendous increase in the cases due to wave of killing among the political class who chqse that e;s mgans
of settling scores with their opponents (Obioha, 2006). Though there has beel} deo_rfeatlksle in man/i tetlug tter(i
that does not means that the incident is reducing but because. of on reporting 0 de ;8?)% : me e
murder has increased over the period and shows little decline between 2(()107. antheir » :iorrlu:::j
Wounding has also increased due to activities of thugs pmployed by politician lturtl;:eg i vrv’high e
Other political activities. The most rampant crime during the St.Udde}';aSZ%Sgg“it’had corded 609 cases

¢en on the increase since 2004. In 2004, it recorded lac oopesp B, dividuals in the society because
This could be explained by the fact that there is bound to be rift among in

Ot constant contact that exist among them. : in 2007 (402) and its least
' : i -d the highest rate In ( i
The next crime is felonious wounding which 160 : increase in the have of crime and

::?P?rt in 2004 (176). The implication of this itshﬁhatotlﬁgrzeh:; .sgﬁ?egr:c: e problem of political thuggery
lence activities in the recent past in Minna; this ©

i i before
: ' It and felonious wounding came

s Yenge ith jungle justice. In e i e is not always reported
- Murdey fe::::e c:t(; “g;:gs :vaf_]e J;Eo% A rgported than the latter. The mcuie(r)l;:; ;);rsasv s pun}ilshable =
"0 the police because it is always difficult to establish. There are som
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. Ll 4 po s -
_ . .o which has the highest casc i 2007 (22 reported cases) o
tiract little reporting, for instance, kidnapping whic
attrac i
lowest in 2004 (only 9 cases Were reported).

.

~rime against property in Minpa. . .

( Lg rime against property include theft (maJ'ox. and min e
Ise pretence and cheating, forgery, recetving sFolen prope -1es,b1 X

d cases of crime against properties 1S tabulated in table 3.

or), armed robbery, house breaking, shq,
and unlawful possessioy

breaking, fa
The analysis of reporte

erties in Minna between 204 and 2008

Table 3: Crime against Prop

“Types of Crime against Properties 2004 | 2005 |20006 | 2007 20(5)3 Tozt;lﬁ“ﬂ
Armed Robbery 25 34 41 47 . 4
Extortion 176 310 369 502 365 1722
Burglary and House breaking 134 | 214 258 127 64 797
Store breaking 121 135 166 178 88 688
Forgery 11 12 18 21 8 80
Receiving Stolen Properties 10 12 8 9 4 41
Unlawful Possession 280 249 216 179 123 1047
Arson 18 7 7 15 8 55
TOTAL 775 | 974 1083 1078 717 4634

Source: Niger State Police Command Record, July, 2008.

The most rampant of crime against properties is theft and stealing, the highest case was recorded
in 2007 (502) and the lowest case on it was recorded in 2004. There has been increase in the trend from
2004 to 2007 and downward trend in 2008. Armed robbery in the city has been on the increase and this
crime has a serious sanction, despite that, people still engaged in it.

Burglary, house breaking and store breaking constituted another set of crime that was widely
reported. In 2004 about 255 cases of burglary, house breaking and store breaking were reported. The
trend of each of the crime has been reported at variance; while the burglary and house breaking was on
the decrease, the story is different for store breaking which was on the increase. In year 2000 there were
12]casesof store breaking and by 2007, 178 cases were reported.  The reason for low report on some
cases was attributed to the fact that the aggrieved persons fear of being intimidated by the police and
extortion at the police station (NPF, 2008). Forgery (almost the same as Advance Fraud “419”) was not

often reported. Some 11 cases as reported in 2004; 12 in 2005; 8, 9 and 4 are reported in 2006, 2007 and
2008 respectively. >

Crime against Local Acts in Minna

— dTr}:z:echﬁhsome Offentces against local acts but unfortunately these offences are not widely
; ¢y were not committed but for one reason or the oth ir i

: : ; er the . .

Various local acts crime committed are shown in table 4 below. B e ek s e

Table 4: Crime against Local Acts in Minna between 2004 and 2008

Crime against Local Acts 2004 20
. 05 2006 2007
Ne}rcotlcs . 70 31 33 25 = "1
Wife snatching 41 22 30 2 =
Liquor acts Vi 2 > =
. 4 - 2
glrle‘ arms 22 11 17 44 112 1006
elinquency 21 34 o) 2 1
Bribery and Corruption 15 17 11 2? d =
TOTAL : =
: oY : 166 115 146 142 67 4
ource: Niger State Police Command Record, J uly, 2008. iaes
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The analvsis show

- - ' NS that '[he

4o many factors which i . has beep ; .

4,” o < fh mc.l“de heating of N Increase in crime apa

| of arcotcs such as marijuana. coea: politics, poverty, and galmst local acts in the recent past due

! dissupting electi ' Cocaine etc ’ moral dec ,

aﬂfﬁ“pl g ons. has been op the increase easx:)eer(l:?:”amongst Oﬂ];ers‘ s
y among thugs use for

%:Vmous Agencies charged with Responsibility of
| poth formal and inf ged with roe . ing Urban Insecurity
IEAHESS 2T ormal organizationc esponsibility of maintaini
Nigerian Prison service and Fed tions. The formal organizati amtaining peace and order ranges from
Becordingly. The informal oroane'ral Road Safety Cmnmissiotriozrs Sc‘l{chhas Police, Nigeria Civil Defence,
gl izati o e discharging thei ituti i
aeighbourhoods watch. They i . algsxharg ed with his responsibility frlen%h ehf,],'r ;;Zﬁzitutlona] duties
ed their best to stem the wave of crime ingMinnagr"F}l:g :r?s;shii

B

of the number of policemen in Minna is represented in tab]
| n table 5 thus:

 Table 5: Number of Police Divisi
| : ; S1ons i _
S/ , Local | Division and Manpov-ver distribution in Minna:
R | covernment | | Police Posts | SPOs | Inspectors | Rank | Total
Area | ; and
il | “B” Departs ‘ File
| 0113)62 fio ent |e House of | 12 30 318 | 360
2 ‘ N = : Assembly
£ Ivision ¢ London 10 ]
4 (Central/Stadium Quarters & e 438
i Chanchaga Road)
i 3 “B” Division e Morris
. 4 16 233 | 253
| (Paiko Road) o Central g
§ Market
e Gwari Market
e NTA/Nitel
£ 4 | GRA 2 18 108 128
i S Tudun Wada ¢ Tunga 6 15 183 204
Market
o State
Secretariat
/ -
Maitumbi | o Ungwa Kaje 3 17 67 87
Bosso fh o 4 13 120 137
Maikunkele e Airport 3 - | W 87
Bosso ;ﬁfﬁ,_/-—————
; Kpakungu e Barki Sale 4 8 106 118
o Garatu
i
o SabonDagd
N e e el Bl S 2t
o W s | 1m | 1513 | 1738
e rd, July, 2008.

e Command Reco
hat there are 1,738

as). The estimated
en included all

Source: Niger State Polic
mmand) indicated t

The record of the Nigerian Poliz::o $lr%:1; gSttffo CLOOcal B e A
policeme .o the city of inna . _ The number of policem
o menning the S by NPC (2008) 1s about 88,994 removed, this will leave about

Z Population of Minna as rojected d if those ar€

| the personnof aed 4 )ﬁtica] office holders a3 orderly anc. the city. There is also another set of
b el attached to PO . taining 12V and order 1 d other request by the
P 1’2_53 personnel for the task of mammlgﬁshment such as banks, Supem?a.rlfets 5 Omaelgin qtrafﬁcyand
B policemen who are attached © othefszftif policemen saddle with ﬁpoﬂsxblht)’ of conl & g

. People, furthermore, there ar¢ some . trol crime in Minna-

E . > > lice to con

. this further reduces the manpower ey 95
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roan e

, eople which negate the effory

: here is about one police officer t;o dpagt ,l.’s?)(x)f))cpwh?ch causes breakdown of lao
i i t'u‘.im\ vork of policing the town IS cumber ;ommitted without any way to ¢y i
i e e i l\‘lyl“)/«()liccd and led to many crimes been wmmakes policing ineffective, Pol'
‘lux\-di(znx‘:\l; ll:ﬁ‘cggllli;::\(zz‘ll\tt ersonncl and poor planning l:szirﬂ;:(s;(t)without been caught. O
I:I(::u::]né ({z‘ncighlmurh(mds has makc‘cl-imil.]als to Pglprct(:ztees wot allow the policemen to master the
Furthermore, the problem of roqtme pospﬂb licing is the lack of confidence by thg people o
neighbourhood well. Another problem of lpaQequate ([i)O l'le triggger happy to kill the siizane wi thoyt G
the policemen who are seen as aid to the crnplqals and a o poor remuneration, coupled with iseyq o
to judicial matters. They aid and abet criminals uel di\‘/)ision depends on the number Manpowe,
godfathers. The number of policemcn post'ed to ?am il cotatad ot s Poligsnss, in .

available. It is usually done on rotational basis. Posting are usually

stay too long in a particular post. o _ TG i W
’ Thebanalypsis from tfxble 5 above shows that area with l_ngh %Oplg::lolgpi(l)(r:;?f ik hgocslstg
have lower policemen, for example, neighbourhoods such as Minna en i o tt,xis il ,t o
ete have about 529 policemen while GRA has about 200 policemen. The implica i e §
no basis for distribution of policemen rather it follows the safety of government officials men at

the expense of the citizens. The spatial distribution of Police station and Police posts in Minna is showp
in figure 3 below,
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g
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e,
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Q
PULANI /?

¥h.0 MINNA e
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228018 : ";;_‘ 3 i ,’ sl
POLICE PosT 2382582718
POLICE STATION ™ RIVER SCALE
— RAIL LiINE T ROAD NETWORK| 45— v S
4 Nelghb(_)urhoods 'that Pose problem to Poljce in Minpg
Minna and its en

virons is fast growin becaug '
: ; e i
dispensation as zonal commang for many Feg egr ke toflnew status confer op it by new democratlc
etc). There has been deve

Statals i : : jon
_ ' lopment of the city into cosmopolitan(lglson’ Custom, Immngratlons, Educat10
know their neighbours o
Minna but the findings s

' even bother to interact with them i‘hue to the urban nature, not many peopl¢
hows that mogt crimes are '

Barkin Sale, Ungwan D

spontaneous reaction.

... J1Cre are oyer twenty neighbourhoods
aji, Ungwan Kaje, Bogso antioén "itted in low income area of Limawa, Kpakung"
, S community of the city, which are efonmal Wil
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‘ & Ol 0.2, ugus‘t,
Table 6: Black Spot in Minna

Location [ Seveie e
P i sl - I e & —
verity of Occurrence of crime and violence

Kpakungu | High rate of Crimg
Limawn | Highitate of Crime
Soe | Highrate of Crime

‘Ungwa Daji

r High rate of Cyj
Barkin Sale \%

ROss0 ——————— | Medium Level Crime
Ungwan Kaje Medium Level Crime

Source: Niger State Policmm 2(§\g§dmm s

Ftom the able 6 al?o_\/e it has been established that majority of the area that give the police
poblem are thog'e areas inhibits by _the poor in Minna. The severity of the crime shows that Kpakungu
and Un‘g\\’z;m Daji are _the most notorious area in Minna. They may look alike in the level of crime but the
g off arith commntied dificrs, The major problem of Kpakungu has to do with rape, theft, house

. preaking, fraud etc Wh_lle the CaS.es in Unwan Dayji is more of drug and drug related cases such s smoking
. of hemp, rape, theft, hired assassin etc.

Perception of Crime and Violence act in Minna

- The causes of crime according to investigation revealed that 57.9% of respondents attributed
- crime and criminality to poverty and unemployment in the country as shown in table 7 below.

’{, Table 7: Causes of Crime and Violence acts in Minna

' Causes Frequency | Percentage

| Poverty and Unemployment 276 57.9

| Erosion of Traditional Values 53 11.6

' { Urbanization 110 23.2

| Faulty Educational System 27 5.7
Inadequate Home 8 1.6
Total 476 100.0

Source: Author’s Field Survey, 2008

The argument of respondents was that high leve} of unemployment -in .literate' sgciety is
responsible for the high crime rate. According to the findings, _armed robbery 1pc1dents_1s inversely
* proportional to the state of the economy that is when the economy is b}loy;?nt, there is less crlme'and \{ice
- versa. The more people are unemployed the more tendencies to commit crime becausg pepple will satisfy
their needs. There has been a high connection betwee_n crime and poverty (Oml.sgkm, 1998). .Poor
economic situation of the country are being exploited by individuals who 'ha\"e the ability and capacity to
Organize crime as business, taking advantage of unemployed frustrated majority. )

The effect of urbanization was ranked as second as whgt responden’gs cons@ered as one of the
major causes of crime in Minna and Nigeria in general. Comp!gxnty of urban life and industrialization has
also furnished opportunities for growth of crime. Growth of cities creates three types gf problems — n‘lral
depopulation, strain on urban facilities and unemployment. All these PTO‘?IFmZ have 11}11ﬂuence Onlcr‘mi
and development. Other causes identified are erosion of traditional val'ues, maf equa;‘;clal omes (neg ict od
the child by their parents) a faulty educational system, extravagant display of wealth, environment an

llegal flow of aliens.
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most ranked causes of crime in Minna is poverty and unemployment (57.9%) Several methods have bo?I
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