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Abstract

The study examined students’ plagiarism in undergraduate final year projects for the 2014/2015
academic session in the Department of Library and Information Technology, F ederal University of
Technology, Minna. Turnitin anti-plagiarism software was used in checking the similarity index

and percentage of plagiarized content in the students’ projects. The acceptable benchmark for

similarity index was 20% in 'line with the University policy. All the cases of plagiarism are .treated
as a case of examination misconduct by the University. The study subjected al'l ti.ze_ projects o
Turnitin anti-plagiarism software as the method for determining the rate of plagiarism. The total
- population of 42 students for the 2014/2015 was considered out of which 31 (73..8%) sycc_essfully

urned in their work and graduated with percentages ranging from 14% to 20% similarity indexes.
The study determined different tricks and methods adopted by students in manipulating the results
of Turnitin in order to gel the acceptable percentages. Findings re.vealea’ some of t’he\'\\ch(zllengejs
faced by students while using Turnitin for plagiarism c}_leck. These .mcl_ua’es students ’lack of basic
paraphrasing skills; time constraints; and lack of cmltl.nuous monitoring of students progress by
Turnitin instructors. The study concluded that Turnitin has helped improve fscholafjly writings
among students and staff and has also ensured integrity in z.n_tet.flfzctual outputs emanating Jfrom the
university. This has a consequent effect on the research visibility and global ranking of Federal
University of Technology, Minna on the Web. The study recommended among Othel‘.s that :vtudents
should be advised to start turning in their works earl%) a.nd not at.the end of the project, this wozfla'
give them time to paraphrase the work before submission deadlines. The need for comprehenszvle
training on how to paraphrase contents was also recommended.

Keywords: Asscssment, Plagiarism, Tumnitin, Undergraduate Projects, Department of Library and
Information Technology.
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Introduction S e Glf AR i 53 '5
Easy access to Intemet resources, according to Dias & Bastos (2014), 1sh one of the most Contriby;, ¢
factors to plagiarism. Most universities in dev_elopmg countries now have abcl:ampus area nety,,
f where students can connect to either wire or w1_rel§s§ly using their lap.tops, tablets and Oth'er moby
I smartphones. An academic exercise as basic as 1nd1y1dual Or group assignments ma)fb_e easily cop;, ,
| directly from the Intemet and submitted as a finished work with little or no editing, Acadtjm\\
institutions in Nigeria are familiar with instances of students subn.nttmg directly copied work fry;
i] uncited sources including the hyperlinks and format to I_show it 1s from the Internet. This acty |
instance of using or closely imitating the language and thoughts of another author Wwithoy,
authorization and the representation of that author's work as one's own

, as by not acknowledging t), 1
original author is known as Plagiarism (dictionary.com unabridged, 201 6).

The development of search engines and antj
lecturers to identify possible sources of plagiarism., Although in so

me cases plagiarism will g0
undetected regardless of hours of detective work (Smedley, 2015).

Turnitin eliminates the time-consuming process of verifying student authorship by presenting easy-
to-use reports that show how much of a document is original, cited fro
(Sun, 2013). With Turnitin, educators

on the Originality Report by filtering out biblj
instructors

il : es. Students and

also submit assignments
from - popular' ~ cloud platforms such - as Google Drive®
and Drop Box. Turnitin 1S completely online and available anytime through a Standard wep
(http://www.tumitin.com/en_us/what-we

-offer/originality—checking)
y of Technology Minna uses Turnitj
intellectual contents €manating from the University. Ther
Officers, as wel] as Departmental Instrictors in ch
with the plagiarism checker. Currently there are
20149 submissions and a total o
2016 (see appendix A).

n as its official plagiarism checker for al]

eis a Sole Administrator, School Turnitin
arge of enforcement of the use and compliance

about 221 insmlctors, 1372 reoj 4
£21195 originality reports o

(3]
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This paper used the Turnitin anti-plagiarism checker to assess plagiarism in undergraduate prgj.ec!fs
of Library and Information Technology (LIT), Federal University of Technology, Minna. Turnitin is
supported by the University policy as the acceptable anti-plagiarism software for all undergraduate

and postgraduate students of the University. As such, all cases of Plagiarism is treated as a case of
examination malpractice.

Objectives of the Study

This pépe‘f‘ aims at pres‘enting the various lévels of plagiarized contents in undergraduate projects of
LIT students for the 2014/2015 academic session. To achieve this, the paper will:

-students;

i.
TP

iv.

Identify the various inappropriate ways adopted by students in trying to ‘beat’ the system;

‘i Challenges faced by students in the process of turning in their work; and
Give recommendations on way forward. |

Method

FUT Minna has an acceptable Turnitin percentage or similarity index for different levels of student.
This is presented in Table 1:

Table 1: Acceptable Percentage Similarity Index of Students’ Projects based on Turnitin

S/No. Degree Type Similarity Index (%)
1. | Doctorate 10
2 Master 15
8. Postgraduate Diploma 15
4 Bachelor 20

This study focused on undergraduate students (bachelors’ degree) only. There were a total of 42

undergraduate final year students in the 2014/2015 academic session. Their projects were all
subjected to Tumnitin check in the following ways:

1.
1i.

111

vi.

Vil

viii,

Student registers with the departmental Turnitin instructor. Registration is done using the
students name, matric number and functional email address;

Instructor adds the student on the Turnitin database. Turnitin then sends a username and
password to the students registered email address;

Students receives the mail and follow the attached link to begin the turning in process.
Students are required to upload chapters 1-5 and references to the Turnitin database.
Turnitin compares the students submitted work with millions of databases around the
world and return a similarity index in percentage;

If the similarity index is less than or equal to 20%, the student contacts the instructor for
verification and permission to print;

Instructor downloads and check the work online to ensure that the student did not use any
inappropriate method to cheat the system;

After a successful checking and verification, the student is allowed to print the final copy

for internal departmental defense, external examination and final hard bound copy for
graduation.

e 2017
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The undergraduate students are required to pay a token fee of five hundred najra (N500, )
U,:jversity's account while the postgraduate students pay two thousand naira (N2,000,00k)_ foy,

Discussion of Results

Out of the 42 students’ projects subjected to Tumnitin plagiarism check, only 31 representiy, N 4

consulted by the students. These sources are internet sources, publications

Table 2: Projects Subjected for Turnitin Plagiarism Check :
Project Title Internet  Publications Students”  Similari Rem,
Sources( (%) Papers ty Index
%) " (%) (%)
. 1
1. Preservation and Conservation of 15 9 7 16 Passed 1,

Library Materials: A Case Study
of  Federal University  of

Technology, Minna ' ;
2. Awareness and Compliance with 16 4 10 17 Passed
Netiquette Rules for Online 1
Discussion by LIT Students, FUT ; 3
Minna
3. Availability and Use of 12 6 12 20 Passed

Information  Resources by
Special Students: Department of
Special Education, Niger State
College of Education, Minna

4. An  Assessment of User 15 10 13 20 Passed
Satisfaction of  Electronic
Resources and™ Services . in
Kashim Ibrahim Library ABU, '
Zaria : : M ; : '

5. Use of Information and 14 2 12 19 - Passed
Communication Technology
Services Delivery in FUT Minna
Library

6. Library Facilities and Current 15 8 11 19
Information ~ Resources for
Improved Library Services in
Niger State

Passed

7. Impact of Public Relation on 12 . 5 | 18
University Library Services: A
Case Study of FUT Minna
Library

Passed

8. Accessibility and Use of ICT 9 8 1. 13

Passed
Resources by Undergraduate
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Students in SSTE: A Case Study
of FUT Minna

The Assessment of Information
Needs, Seeking Behaviour and
Use by Higher = Education
Students in Minna, Niger State

Availability and Utilization of
Library Resources by
Undergraduate Students of FUT
Minna, Niger State

Library Resources and
Utilization by Undergraduate
Students in FUT Minna

Accessibility of Information
Resources in Academic Libraries
in Niger State

Strategies for Effective
Management of  Academic
Library - Resources in Minna
Metropolis, Niger State

The Effect of Copyright
Protection on the Research
Output of Academic Librarians

Knowlédge Sharing among
Undergraduates of  Library
Schools in Northern Nigeria

Utilization of ICT Facilities in

Academic Library for Effective
Service Delivery

Automation  of  University
Libraries: A Case Study of
University of Nigeria Nsukka

Information Service Provision

and Users’ Satisfaction in °

Academic Libraries in Minna,
Niger State

The Impact of ICT Application
on Information Service Delivery

in_ Na.tiona] Open University of
Nigeria in Abuja

17

15

14

15

11

12

13

14

16

16

16

13

12

12

10 19 | Passed
9 17 Passed
9 19 Passed
i 2 19 Passed
6 14 Passed
8 18 Passed
-1 1 17 Passed
9 17 ~ Passed
11 20 Passed
12 20 Passed
11 19 Passed
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5 The Use o_f Information al?d 19 7 10 20 b
0. Communication Technology in : 3
Management  of  Students _ | 1.
Academic Records in FUT
Minna -
2 Influence of ICT on User 15 7 9 19 PassqFrot
I Satisfaction in  Academic resp
Libraries in Niger State : : no §
: ' stud
2 Availability and Utilization of 14 11 8 19 Pagge; perc
2. Information Resources in Kaduna at fi
Polytechnic Library, Kaduna
State.
2 AnEvaluative Study of Students® 18 9 . 11 20 Passeg
3. Use of Serials in Niger State =
2 ASystem Study of the Budgeting 12 2 12 16 Passe
4. and Accounting in FUT Minna
2 The Roles of School Libraries in 11 9 11 19 Passeq Fin
5. Children’s Literacy Development )
in Secondary Schools in Minna, : : Ur
Niger State B
stt
2 The Role of Internship in the 12 6 7 1S Passed st
6. Development of Undergraduate im
" Students of Library Institutions in A : : do
- ~. Nigeria %
e 2]
2" Effect of Environmental Factors 12 :v 11 7 18 Passed st
7. and Staff Attitude op Students’ 2N
Use of Academic Libraries in C
Minna Niger State_ A
2 Acquisition of Library Resources 13 8 9 19 Passed L
8. and Wse in Academic Libraries: : s
A Case Study of Federal L
.’i | University of Technology Minna, I
.E 1% Niger State _ |
‘ \] , 2 Relevance of Library Orientation 14 10 7 17 Passed
1 9. and User Education on the Use of
‘ 3 Library by University Students in
| 3% Niger State
j ‘1 ‘3 Use of, Sch90] .Libxja.ry and 16 6 10 (o o
i 0. Students Satisfaction in Two )
.'; I Secondary Schools in Minna,
j g Niger State
/. 6
Jii|
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isiti d
3 Selection and Acquisition of 10 2 1 11 Passe
1. Information  Resources

Academic Libraries in Minna

n

From Table 2, the project with the highest similarity index is 20%, while the lovEfest 1s 11%
respectively. Students exhibit different attitudes and tricks at getting the benchmark. Since there is
no guarantee that a project turned in at the first instance will arrive at the acceptable percentage,

students, out of fear, frustration and inexperience, employ various tactics to bring down the

percentage at all cost. Some of the tricks as listed below, are done either before turning in the work
at first login or after:

s
1i.
iii.

Conversion of some chapters in the work from text to pictures;
Changing alphabet ‘O’ to figure ‘0’ in every word that it appears;
Changing selected alphabets to a symbol (e.g. e to ¢);

v. Separating every word in the project with a comma(,);

v. Using unlicensed software to ‘paraphrase’ before turning it in on Turnitin;

vi..  Paying huge sums of money to outsiders who have no idea on the project to paraphrase
for them. These outsiders eventually alter the meaning of the project in entirety which
sometimes gets rejected by the project supervisors.

Findings

Undergraduate students’ experience with the plagiarism checker has exposed so many issues on
paraphrasing and citing across all disciplines in FUT Minna. The experiences of LIT undergraduate
students is not too different from those of other Departments in the University. It was observed that
students lack basic paraphrasing skills. Time constraints is also another challenge. Awareness on the
importance of turning in students’ project right from the beginning is also lacking as most instructors
do not register their students on time. Although the University policy is in full support of the
implementation of the plagiarism check, there is no enforcement and monitoring of students’
progress. It is expected that if all these challenges are carefully taken care of by the LIT students and
staff as well as the University authority the standard of their final year projects will certainly improve
as the-level of plagiarism will be minimized. : ‘

Conclusion

The awareness and compliance with the usé of Tumitin anti-plagiarism checker at the Federal-
University of Technology, Minna, Niger State has helped improved scholarly writings among
students and staff of the uni

versity. This has ensured that intellectual cont
university are free from plagiarism and ma

repository. This will, in the long term, im
improved ranking among other universitie

ents emanating from the
y be safely used and referred to through the institutional

prove the university’s research visibility on the Web and
s in Africa and the World.
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Recommendations
The following are suggestions on the way forward: !

i The instructors should endeavor to register students ear
in their work right from chapter one; '

ii. Students should be
before they commep

I
ly and advise them to start Curyp

Properly trained op
Ce project writing:

how to cite and paraphrase. This shoulg Stay
iii, Stiffer penalty should

iv. i-

!
pec?
n
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