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Abstract

This study examined the acquisition of information literacy skills and yse of electronic library
resources by lecturers in university in North-Central Nigeria, Three specific objectives and
corresponding research questions were formulated Survey design was adopted. The Population of
the study consists of 18 librarigns which comprised 9 University librarians and 9 e-librarian and
6,267 lecturers in F, ederal, State and Privately owned universities in North-Central, Nigeria. The
Study adopted clyster sampling lechnique to select the nine (9) out of 23 universities and Stratified
sampling lechnique wag adopted to choose 404 respondents (lecturers) from the selected
universities in the North-Central zone of Nigeria and quantitative method was used to elicit datg

mpling technique was ysed in

Journal should be made available by the University management and lecturers need to improve their

information literacy skills in the area of computer use and Internet search skijls through Iraining
and retraining.
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INTRODUCTION

University libraries are among academic libraries whj
academic activities in the universities. They are saddled with the responsibilit
information resources and services for teaching, learning, res

As at 2016, there were 114 universities in Nigeria out of which 23 we
political zone of Nigeria (NUC, 2016). Regardless of the location of unjve

re in North Central geo-
rsities, they are charged

Provision of information resources (Uzuegbu, 2012). The electronic information
have greatly transformed information handling and Mmanagement ip
Communities, According to Ani and Ahiauzuy (2008), electronic informa
gradually become a major resource in every university community. Electronic information
resources are provided in electronic format and these include CD-ROM database, online databases,
online journals, OPACs, Internet and other computer-based electronic networks.

resources (EIRs)
Nigerian university
tion resources have
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E-library resources materials are available and can be accessetdac-‘::gcttﬁnls\z[icl)lr)l/dvev iccti)mputer
orkine facilities such as online library catalogues, the lnt.eme B s ¢ W;b,
S »s and archives, government portals and websites, C _ S¢S, onling
sl 'hbijaz:tl;basee according to Karunarathna, (2014). E-Iiprary resources is a collection o
?C?:rf:::t(i?on createci qelectronicglly that form part of an electronic record and that is usually Storeq
E;sically within the digital file making up the electronic record as a whole.

Every electronic record consists of at least one digital object, compone?t lonr i:ﬁ;?fn:;]ismh as
the bits of data that come together to create a word processed documetn .th Wi ]:/er;l.tst
libraries, the provision of e-library resources has become much relevant dL{e 0 fe;h i e 21"
century users who want to find the technologies they are used .to outside o eb l:ary, in the
library. It is, therefore, easier today to find electronic encyclopedias, newspapers, boo S, J!f)urngls,
theses and dissertations, CD-ROM databases, online databases and web-b_ased resources in ibraries,
The use of electronic resources no doubt has myriad advantages for libraries as users can now

access information resources across the globe without restriction which was practically impossible
in the past.

The provision of electronic resources in university libraries plays a vital role_ in fac111tat{ng
access to required information by the users in an easy and quick manner. Electronic 1nfor¥nat§on
resources, in reality have become essential in the academic environment. They serve as motivating

factor to lecturers as they provide them opportunity to transmit, acquire or download process and
communicate effectively on any subject of interest.

Electronic resources provision makes it possible for users to access new tools and
applications for information seeking and retrieval. E-resources have become invaluable research
tools that complement the print collection in the traditional library setting. These resources serve as

veritable sources of information which students could tap into to aid their class assignments, write
research and term papers, search for information on their subject areas and so on.

N Information literacy skills refer to knowledge of one's information needs, and the ability to
identify, locate, evaluate, organiz

Y, ¢ and .effectively create, use and communicate information (The
{’-\.ssomatfon of College and Rescarch Libraries, 2000). It is needed for active participation in the
information society.

y stated that “not al| information is created
ome are biased, out of date, misleading, false:
.nereasing and the types of technology used to

”. To make the best out of the ever-

€. current, reliable, byt g
vailable is going to keep

Research Questions

I. By what means do lecturers in universities acquire information literacy skills?
ills?

2. To what extent is the use of e-resources by lecturers

R i university libragjes
Nigeria? Y libraries in North-Central,
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In another study, Ansari and Zuberi (2010) study of electronic digital lib:agy rezotrlzet:is USE%@
among academics at the University of Karachi revealed that majority of the study population hgq

i - for rese
computer skills and were able to use computer independently. They use e-resources for research apg

iliti - re main r
for preparing lectures, but lack of knowledge and lack of facilities of e-resources we €asong
for not using electronic resources.

This goes to show that more than computer skills will be needed to effectively use electronic

information sources. To effectively provide and implement electronic information services in the
pharmaceutical library system, the librar

y staff has to be knowledgeable in the use of computer ang
related electronic systems.

Methodology

Survey

rescarch design was adopted and the study adopted cluster sampling to select nine
out of 23 universities. Questionnaire was used to obt

ain quantitative data from lecturers in
university libraries in North-central, Nigeria. Mean and standard deviation and of course descriptive
statistics was used to analyses data.

Findings:
Information Skills acquisition by Lecturers in the U

niversity
To determine the means b

y which lecturers acquire information |
North-Central, Nigeria. Several

items were provided which the res
the ones applicable. The mean

iteracy skills in universities of
and standard deviation values
presented in Table 1.

pondents were asked to indicate
of their responses is calculated and

Table 1: Means by which lecturers acquire information literacy skills
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The result in Table 2 shows that the academics in Nigerian universities acquired information

literacy skills through various means with a weighted mean of 3.34 and standard deviation of 0.82.
the table further shows the cluster mean rating based on institutions under study as follows: Federal
University Of Technology, Minna (Mean 3.47). University of Nassarawa (Mean 3.36), University
of Jos (3.48). Kogi State University (Mean = 3.45), Kwara State University (Mean 3.36), Federal
University of Agriculture, Makurdi (Mean 3.40), Salem University, Lokoja (Mean 2.92), Al-Hikma
University, Ilorin ( Mean 2.74) and African University of Science Technology Abuja (Mean 2.28)
This shows that the academics in the universities understudy acquired information literacy skills
through several means except for African University of Science Technology, Abuja which was
ranked low based on the data collected.

Extent of use of e-resources by lecturers in university libraries in North Central Nigeria

To determine the extent of use of e-resources by lecturers in university libraries in North-Central,
‘Nigeria several items were provided which the respondents were asked to indicate the ones
applicable. The mean and standard deviation values of their responses is calculated and presented in

Table 2
Table 2: The extent of use of e-resources by lecturers in university libraries
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(Mean 3.36), University of Nassarawa (Mean 3.50), University of Jos (3.44), Kogi State University
(Mean = 3.42), Kwara State University (Mean 3.10), Federal University of Agriculture, Makurdi
(Mean 3.24). Salem University. Lokoja (Mean 3.23), Al-Hikma University, Ilorin ( Mean 3.09) and
African University of Science Technology, Abuja has least scores (Mean 2.56). This shows that the
lecturers under study to an extent utilize e-resources for their research and teaching activities in
their respective university.

Discussion of Findings

On the research question one sought to find out the extent to which they used e —library
resources. The result shows that lecturers used e-library resources in high extent the type of e-
resource used are: e-journals e-books, E-handbooks, E-technical reports, E-conference proceedings,
E-books chapters, E-directories, E-encyclopedias, E-dictionaries, E-databases, E-manuals, E-patents
and E-guides. The finding contravenes Natarajan et al., (2010) who found that the frequency of
electronic resources was low despite its wide range availability. These authors further identified
constraints they noted were: inadequate time, poor awareness, poor subject coverage, and slow
downloading. In the same vain Igbo and Imo (2010) identified lack of electronic resources and
irregularity in subscription to electronic Journals as some of the factors inhibiting the use of
electronic information resources.

Research question two findings also revealed that the lecturers acquire information literacy
skills through various means such as librarian’s guide, consultant from my colleagues, existing
user’s guide, seminars organized by my faculty or department, external conferences, workshops or
seminars, trial and error and Attending IT program. The finding is in agreement with the study of
Kumar and Kumar (2008) in the colleges of Bangalore City on the perception and use of e-
resources and the Internet by the engineering, medical and management argued that many of the
students and faculty learn about the electronic information sources use either by trial and error or
through the advice of friends.

Conclusion
The Use of e-library resources by lecturers’ in Federal, State and Private owned University

libraries in North Central, Nigeria is crucial to their research and community services. This implies
that the use of e-library resources provide access to current information and thereby improve
academic research and teaching in the university. Based on the findings of this study; The result
shows that lecturers used e-library resources in high extent, the type of e-resource used are: e-
Journals e-books, e-handbooks, e-technical reports, e-conference proceedings, e-books chapters, e-
directories, e-encyclopaedias, e-dictionaries, e-databases, E-manuals, E-patents and E-guides.

The findings also revealed that the lecturers acquire information literacy skills through
various means such as librarian’s guide, consultant from my colleagues, existing user’s guide,
seminars organized by my faculty or department, external conferences, workshops or seminars, trial
and error and Attending IT program. similarly, the findings also shows that lecturers face several

- difficulty while acquiring information literacy skills ranging from lack of proactivity in
spearheading or pushing Information Literacy initiatives by librarians, Lack of computers and other
teaching resources, Lack of Information Literacy standard, Lack of University commitment _to the
project, Poor awareness among librarians on their roles as Information Literacy instructor in the
University system and Lack of Faculty unwillingness to incorporate information literacy into the

curriculum.

Recommendations 49 oy ‘
1. Provision of electronic resources and subscription of electronic journal should be made available

by the university authority.
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