


h for sustainable development was prompted by the multiple
cts of ‘development’, which beeohn':clwsdesg:ad due o ALK
pursuit for scientific and especially technological advancement 8% 87 €057«
was then seen as the key to global economic and technological dominance.
 unrestricted drive unleashed numerous negative consequences on people, land
and biodiversity. This led to the UN inauguration of the World Commission on
nvironment and Development (The Brunduand Report) and other similar bodies to
look for ways to halt mankind's avoidable race to self-annihilation: which led to _t.he
popular Rio Earth Summit of 1992, These. and works of other organizations and
individuals coined the term sustainable development. It redefines development with
a different attribute, which redirects human activities and gives man a road map to
save the earth and ensure continuity of life on the planet.

What is Development?

To ‘develop’ is to cause somebody or something to grow gradually; to become
or make something larger, more advanced or more organized. While development is
the action or process of developing or being developed, Homby (2000). Dictionary
definitions of the verb ‘to develop' suggest that it means to change gradually,
pmgressmgn tthmugh alntumbcr of stages towards some sort of state of expansion,
improvement or completeness or a state in which the subject’ :
mhwe&berand Jameson (1979). Irete, e Mg b

pment was seen more in the changing and sha ¢ object.
phenomenon or socicty towards the ideal or more %av%urablc cogé?tglogg u‘l‘;l:bjsnmcect“
writers contend must pass through some stages as obtained in the economic
\ _t,‘ql_' mtcm societies. As such they emphasize more on eco
development. The process of development was originally noMmte

sense (hat it was assumed that conce;




ﬁa‘om° For Rostow h
ot (h"whﬁh%emﬁcmtququ“ for growth are developed), to face-C
h is usually diétm: i accelerates), to the mature society. Hence economic

. CARIo econormias ot ; ed from economic development, the latter term being

B OWith ‘e the Wos are close to the subsistence level, Britannica (1988).

R Rnelogioal advancens t!:!e effects of uncontrolled rapid industrialization and

Sl6 alfects of tnduok ents manifests, They attribute to growth such undesirable

side elle ndustrialization as traffic congestion, the increase pollution of air

and water, the despoiling of the landscape, and a general decline in man'’s ability to
enjoy the ‘real’ amenities of life; as such the definition of development was forced to
include other attributes.

I ‘Our first concern is to redefine the whole purpose of development. This
should not be to develop things but to develop man. Human beings have basic
needs: food, shelter, clothing, health, education. Any process of growth that does
not lead to their fulfillment - or, even worse, disrupts them is a travesty of the idea
of development, Cocoyoc Declaration (1977).

This is the turming point from economic and structural development of the
‘society to include growth not only of the economy but also in environmental
~conservation and sustainability, a situation that was earlier ignored especially

‘during the industrial revolution to the beginning of the twentieth century. In other

‘words, development was given a necessary prefix - Sustainable Development.

'WHAT 1S SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT?
' ‘Sustain’ mean to keep somebody or something alive or in existence. And
tainable as that which can be kepl going or maintained, Hornby (2000). Sustain
o mean, to prevent from falling, collapsing or given way, especially for a time, to
p going to provide with nourishment etc. Experts on environmental assessment
ned sustainable development as ‘development that does not cost the Earth,
1, Riki and Andrew (1999).
er (1993) sees sustainable economic development as forms of economic
4 activities that do not deplete or degrade national resources upon which
d future economic growth depend, while Sustainable - Earth economy as
fatur am which the number of people and the quantity of goods are
constant level, which is ecologically sustainable and meets at
all members of the population. o
World Commission on Environment and Development
rundtland Report, after it's Chairwoman) defines
opment which meets the needs of the present
e ability of future generations to meet their
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main ¢s of sustainable development are thati SvclaA
he quality of life, it maintains continuing access to natural resources, and it :
“fasting envir k] dumgec??tx‘:eans ?Mng on the Earths income rather than
ling its capital’ DEO (1990) and Glasson et al (1999).

sy ‘” world sh(ou‘ld be good to live in and to make a living in, for all of us,

- children and for theirs. Some part of the environment should be kept
natural, animals and plants should be protected from extinetion and people should
be able to live in a clean and healthy environment. These four principles are a
prerequisite for sustainable development and apply globally (Carbon 2000).

SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT IN NIGERIA
‘Aina and Salau (Eds.) 1992) observed that the challenge of sustainable

development in Nigeria is the bullding of a Nigeria which in the context of a rapidly
changing world still emphasizes the values in her national objectives while
simultancously ensuring ecological integrity and sustainability. ‘Sustainable
d nt in our view must be judged according to the presence and expression
‘of the following key elements:
i Ecological integrity and sustainability;
Al Equity and distributive justice at all levels:
1 dw’yevelo pm:?l? culturally relevant economic productivity and technological
v %:gular 1l paﬂlctp:::n and collective autonomy. and
Nas b he pr Institutionalization of human and rights’

- In reality it was found that there are no clearly e ol
I | y lormulated policies in
aimed at coordinating and monitoring the relationship be -
. ; . p
mic development. Rather, there are a number o

programmes, roles and legislation whi
o reveal the directio piilatl



ment for sexfesteein to eradicate the feeling of do: n
N which is associated with inferior economic status. Needom fe!%

i mihtgh levels then beyond doubt this has been a period
unhy concerned. If one or two of these central probie
' ~especially if all three have, it would be strar
per capital income doubled, Seers (19
ed in development planning if their gov
pntinuing attempt to increase their rate
r those institutional arrangements which are ¢




: msulnable and equitable development, Badshah (1996) polnted
 to be some potential for society to improve their quality of life.
m contemporary societies therefore is to identify those components

an improved quality of life for the people of their own societies
the interests of other societies or pre-empting the choice of

“m-. \.'

Sy f unable development is an economic growth that can be kept, nourished
," for future generations. That kind of industrialization. urbanization

ation that does not degrade the environment. land, sea and air and

deprive man or damage his own life sustaining elements found in, on and

the luﬂhs crust. The cost of this growth or achievements, and its

bi ". y_should not compromise the future! Sustainable development,

m &gmuuon, fdmet:ands that we seck ways of living, worklng and
A thov pebpleo world to lead healthy, fulfilling, and eco

the environment and withou : &
and the planet. Wikipedia (2004). ads . mdan&. the




in UNEP. In¢

et A Ouarti oenin the Mining Industry
Conyers. D. and Hills, P. (1992). An Introducti a4 et
-.éggg)%ﬂd. Bﬂsbaxm;JOI:nWﬂcyandsons,w Deveiopment Harning & S8
> (1990). This Common Inheritance: s i ‘ eanl. '
iy 1200). London: HMSO. Britain's Environmental Strategy. (Cmnd
Glasson, J.. Riki, T. and Andrew, C. (1999). Introduction to Environmental Impact
Assessment. The Natural and Built Environment Series (2" Ed.). London:
Goulet, D. (1971). The Cruel Choice: A New Concept on the theory of Development.
New York: Athenaeum.
Homby. A. S. (2000). Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary. Oxford: Oxford
~ University Press. '
Middleton, J. (Ed.). (1977). Fundamentals of Zambian Humanism. Lusaka: National
~ Education Company of Zambia Ltd.
ORiordan, T. (1988). The Politics of sustainability’. In Tumer R K (Ed.) Sustainable
. BuﬂmmenmlMarugememHﬁu:iplesandecwe. London: Belhaven.
Robins, N. and Kumar, R (1999). ‘Producing, Providing, Trading: Manufacturing
Industry and sustainable cities’. Environment and Urbanization Sustainable

cities Revisited II. Vol. ii. No. 2. ,
Rostow, W. W. (1960). The Stages Economic Growth A Non - Communist manifesto.
~ New York: Cambridge University Press. y , _ o
Seers, D. (1969). “The Meaning of Development’. Intermational Development Review,

. V 6. %) -Sustainable Development - how meaningful?”

o1,%

B E Values 4. |
vier. M. Jr. (1993). Environmental Science: Sustaining the Earth, 4" ed. Belmont:




