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ABSTRACT

s sy imvestigated the constrainis to livelihood diversification among IFAD-VCDP farmers in Benue State,
Vigeria A two-stage sampling techniguewas employed in the selection of respondents. A total of 240 respondents
were selected for this study. Descriptive statistics andprincipal component analysis (PCA) were the analytical tools
emgaged in this study The study revealed that mean age and household size were 7 and 46 respectively. The PCA
result revealed that the most severe constraints the farmers faced in livelihood diversification hierarchicaily were
public and imstitutional constraint; educational and training constraint; climate and production constraint, trade,
norms and religious believes constraint; and time and skilled labour constraint. It was therefore recommended that
there is need for both the government and non-governmentorganizations to intensify efforts on public, institutional,
educational and climate policies so as 10 increase livelihood opportunities in the study area.
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INTRODUCTION

Livelihood is an idea that has been gaining
increasing currency in recent years and is now seen
as fundamental to poverty and climate risk reduction
approaches around the world. For most households,
and especially for poor farm households assets are
deployed in a series of livelihood activities: that is,
the means through which a household gains an
mmcome and meets 1ts basic needs (Mabe er al., 2014).
Livelthoods are dynamic and people adapt and
change their livelihoods with internal and external
stressors.  Ultimately.  successful  livelihoods
transform assets into income, dignity and agency, to
improve living conditions, a prerequisite for poverty
alleviation (Sallawu er al, 2016). Livelihood
diversification is defined as a process by which
household members construct a diverse portfolio of
activities and social support capabilities in their
struggle for survival and in order to improve their
standards of living (Ellis, 2000). Accordingly, in this
study, livelihood diversification refers to the attempts
by individuals and houscholds to find new ways to
raise incomes and reduce vulnerability to different
livelihood shocks.

The Value Chain Development Programme
(VCDP) is a six-year development initiative of the
Federal Government of Nigeria (FGN) and
International Fund for Agricultural Development
(IFAD) programme that focuses on supporting
cassava and rice value chains for small farmers in the
six states of Anambra, Benue, Ebonyi, Niger, Ogun
and Taraba. Within each state, the programme is
being implemented in five (5) Local Government

Areas (LGAs) selected on the basis of objective
criteria.  VCDP is well anchored in Nigeria
government’s vision for agricultural transformation
through commedity value chain approach, with
emphasis on enhancing productivity and access to
markets for rice and cassava smallholder farmers.
Climate change and extreme weather events present
severe threats and erode essential needs, capabilities
and rights more especially for the poor farm
houscholds and marginalized thereby redesigning
their livelthoods (IPCC. 2014). A number of
livelihoods are directly climate sensitive, such as rain
fed agriculture, seasonal employment in agriculture
and tourism (IPCC, 2014). That 1s, almost all sectors
in agriculture (crop, livestock, pastoralism, fishery)
depend on weather and climate whose vanability
have meant that rural farmers who implement their
regular annual farm business plans risk total failure
due to climate change effects (Ozor er al,
2010).Livelihood  diversification  among  farm
houscholds is very important due to population
growth, the subsequent progressive shrinking ofland
holdings size and climate variability. The findings of
thestudy are expected to indicate the policy
interventions that might improve farmers livelihoods
to raise incomes and help guide investment priorities
in the study area. Researchers will also find the body
of literature useful in their quest to extend frontiers of
knowledge. The objectives of this study were to
describe the socio-economic characteristics of
farmers and constraints to livelihood diversification
among farmers under [FAD-VCDP in Benue State.
MATERIALS AND METHODS
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Figure | Map of Nigeria showing the participating Local Government Areas in [FAD-VCDP in Benue
State, Nigena'

"The maps are produced using a combmation of some r packages i.e. Pebesma (2018), Cheng. Karambelkar & Xie
(201%), Appethans, Detsch, Reudenbach & Woellauer (2018), Kahle & Wickham (2013). Wickham, H. (2017)
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Exploratory Factor Analysis The factorability of
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oversll measire of the overlap or shared vatiance
Between pairs of vanables. Since the study tied to
whontly vanables that are related but yot provide
iigue nformation (o the factors, higher values
dicate overlap but not to the pont of hindering the
analysis due o mulucollineanty  The Bartlen's test
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linkages and its cconomic implications by
constructing and maintaining feeder roads,and also
the government and non-government organizations

Age (%)
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Figure 1: Age distribution of the farmers
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should intensify efforts on public, institutional,
educational and climate policies so as to inerease
livelihood opportunities in the study area.

Gender (%)

80 1378

Figure 2: Gender distribution of the farmers.

Marital Status (%)

Figure 4: Marital status of the farmers
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= . _ Components®* =
SNo | Constraints Factor | | Factor2 | Factor 3 | Factor 4 } Factor 5 j Communality ‘
I | Inadequate infrastructure 0.831 B St ot | 0.729
[ |
2 E Inadequate access to capital | 0.825 | ! 0.747 !
| | |
3 | Unstable price of | 0.791 | | 0.663 1
transportation cost { i %
- Government policy 0.785 ‘ [ 0.689 [
5 Inadequate credit facilities | 0.77] | 0.73 '
6 No urban  centre in | 0.638 | ‘ () 693 }
proximity 1 ‘ [
7 Inadequate input delivery | 0.637 | 0.549 j
system ;
8 Lack of access to market 0.581 <‘ 0613 f
9 Poor transportation system 0.529 : | 0554 '
10 Lack of skill training and 0.853 “ 0 793
ability
11 Limited education | 0.852 0 78R i
12 Rainfall variability 0.882 18 t
13 Declining farm size 0.770 ,
14 Shortage of animal feed ( 0%
15 Restriction on trade and 0
movement
16 Norms and religious i6
believes
7! Shortage of time X
18 Inadequate skilled labour. | |
Percentage (%) of total | 31 6
variance

! 5 = 1 I
Source: Field survey, 2018.

Extraction method: Principal Component Analysis.

Rotation method: varimax with Kaiser Normalization

Table 2. Reliability analysis for the scale and factors retained

Construct ~ Number of variables Cronbach’s alpha
Overall scale 18 0.K77
Factor | 9 e
Factor 2 2 0.826
Factor 3 3 0 806
Factor 4 2 0.756
Factor 5 2 0.749
Source: Field survey, 2018. MR Ty ) A : -
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