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Nigeria is high. It has been
N .
invelvement of Non-

The level of unemplovment, poverty and hunger in the rlclm of N
estimated that six out of every ten of the world’s poor ¢ ith reference 10 Youth Empowerment Scheme in Niger
e espondents. The respondents

Governmental Organizations (NGOs) in a democratic sefitng i information from 232 re

State, Nigeria. A structured interview schedule was used Iro 7e711ur zﬂﬁ’; s from zone 11 1 77 respondents from zone
: : . respondents. ) J

were purposively selected with 78 respondents from zone 1, P Analysis of Variance (ANOVA) and

. . ™ ;. 2, ¢]
HI of the three Agricultural zones in the state. Resulis obiained were subjectctlll ! he respondents had the enterprise/life
Duncan multiple range tests was used for mean separation. It was found that all the resp :

skills which were mainly acquired through the Youth Empowerment Scheme .Pf'().lt’_("- Most of rlw{u .('(,, nle(( ln'lfww;
N200 - N300 daily from their separate enterprises. There was significant relationship between (’.[]ll(,(lfl()lltl status and
the level of income of the beneficiaries. There was also significant difference in the level of m'c:nme’qf the type of
relevant skills acquired/enterprise of the beneficiaries. However, there was no significant relationship lufm'm.'n‘tlw
methods of setting up of enterprises and the level of income of beneficiaries. The study concluded that acquisition of life
skills should be encouraged by all stakeholders in youth development. Government and other related agencies should
focus on the youths; their needs, potentials and development so that unemployment and poverty will be greatly reduced
Inour sociery.

ABSTRACT s especially

veloping countrie il :
youths. This study examined the

1.0 INTRODUCTION
It is gs'lima[ed that over one billion of the world’s population live in poverty, facing dail y the unacceptable
conditions of hunger, malnutrition, homelessness, unsafe environment and social exclusion. Majority of the
population consists of young people, three quarters of them living in rural are; Yout = 2

Of this, two hundred million youths of the developing world live or spend n::) o el et i 2R
(Johnson, 1998). The cycle of indebtedness of developing counties is a ‘maj

the youth are sickly, dirty and inadequately clothed (Baggo, 2002). Th ife (N[?E, 1996). In Niger State,
petroleum pl‘f)dllcts ‘and.so_metlmes resort to abuse of alcoh(,)l and (')th €Y survive by begging, hawking
escape the misery of their !lves. Something urgent and remedial has tg berdadd‘f:tlve Substances in order 10
henpe the relevanFe of RrOJ'ect YES (Youth Empowerment Scheme) g g: One 1 order to curh this menace.
gerloI:I.IEmpcé\;'ex rrle:rt1 1; a con§truct sharec.i by. many disciplines ~a [;den as éppl‘OPriate and timely at this

SYCIOI08Y, SCUCREOR SCON0MICS anq Otl}m social movements and a.reag,_ COmmunity Development:
empowerment has different meanings in different socia] and politie: Organizationg (Harter. | 993). The term
into all languages. An exploration of local terms for em Political contexts and does . ' sily
power, self-reliance, own choice, own decision ap POWermentg include: self. o aiate

: d being f -st ol. self-
mpowerment can be defined as i-di : e 1ree (UND rength, control, $€
emp ined as a multi-dimensiong] Social procegg ﬂlafﬂ 199 S a suggested definition:

le gain control over their
and is designed to address

hued to €ngage the .= Youth. This hydra-hcadcd
j fundamental strategies fi ildi he use of ski altention of m : ts in
counseling as funcamenta’ strategies for building a youth ggqer, - M ACqUisition 1o oL government |
development of the larger society. re in Nj ta orl)g with guidance O

Will be responsive (0 the
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The problem to which this study is . '
' s set to explor / >
Niger State. plore is the assessment of youth empowerment scheme in

Objectvies

The specific objectives of the study are as follows:

ami : .
? e:v :::pne the }:lemograph.xc characteristics of the beneficiaries of the scheme.
o investigate the level of income of the beneficiaries of the scheme.

l'o examine the methods by which the beneficiaries set-up their enterprises.

Padl Sl

. . v
The tollowmg hypqthc:.sgs formulated in the null form were tested in the study:
H,1 - There is no significant relationship between the demobraphic characteristics and the  level of income
of beneficiaries. »

H,2 - Thc_re. is. no significant difference in the level of income based on the relevant skills acquired by the
beneficiaries.

H3- There is no significant relationship between the methods of setting up of enterprise and the level of
income of the beneficiaries.

2.0 METHODOLOGY

The state has 42 LGAs which are divided into 3 zones based on the cropping patterns: Zone I, 1I and IIL
Multi-stage cluster sampling method was usedfin selecting 3 LGAs from each zone as follows:-

Zone I; Bida, Agaie and Lapai LGAs.

Zone II: Shiroro, Bosso and Minna LGAs.

Zone 11I: Kontagora, Mariga and Magama LGAs.

For each zone, 80 questionnaires were administered giving a total of 240 resgpndcms. However, a total of
232 questionnaire were returned and ultimately used for analysis. The administration of the questionnaire
started in October, 2003 and was completed in December, 2003. Items of the questionnaire were divided into
three based on the objectives of the study. The study is descriptive and correlative in nature. Inferential
statistics such as analysis of variance (ANOVA) and Chi-square were used for hypothesis testing. ANOVA |
was at 5% probability level. Multiple means compansoniof. income was done with Duncan multiple range/
test. All statistics of the result were executed using the statistical package for social scientists (SPSS).

Results and Discussion ) ' i

Demographic factors of the respondents include age, sex, marital status, religion and level of education. The
average age of the beneficiaries was 22years. Data in Table 1 show that 38.4% of the beneficiaries were
between the age of 10-20years, 58% were between 21-30¥ears while 3.4% were between the age of 31-40
years. From the analysis it could be seen that the beneficiaries were mostly between age 10-30 years. Within
this age bracket, the beneficiaries are mentally alc'rl and ready to learn. Abou} 69.0% the respondents were
female, while the remaining 31.0% were male. This showed that most beneficiaries were female. This study
corroborated that report by (Baggo 2002). i s .

It could be observed from data Table 1 that 75%. of the beneflclaltles were single. 24.1% were married.
Since most beneficiaries are single, they have more time to learn and m.lbl‘bc life skills. About 87.9% of the
beneficiaries were Muslims while the remaining 12.1% were Christians. There were no traditional
worshi o ondents.

Tag&e;s;n;gz,,ﬂt‘l;f ;e;[‘%a of the respondents l}ad no formal education 5.2% had primary education, while
68.5% of the beneficiaries had secondary education a.n'd 21. l% of the beneficiaries had education in tertiary
institution. There was no case of adult education while koranic education accounted for 3.4%. The level of
education has an impact on imbibing life skills .(Ryan, 1988.).‘ Hence, with a high percentage of the
beneficiaries being educated, it i expected that learning and acquiring of life skills will be relatively easy-
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n= 232)

graphic characteristics (

i no
TABLE 1: Distribution of Respondents by their Det - o Mode
- = e\

Demographic Characteristics Percentag
Age (Years

ge (Years) 38.4 21.30
10-20 32
21-30 5 4
31-40 3.
Sex
Male 31.0 " Female
Female 69.0
Martial Status & ino
Single 759 « Single
Married 24.1
Divorced -
Widowed -
Religion s
Islam 87.9 Islam
Christianity 12.1
Traditional Worshipper -
Educational Status
No Education & 1.7 «
Primary Education 5.2
Secondary Education 68.5 Secondary Education
Tertiary Education 21.1
Adult Education -
Koranic Education - 3.4
Source: Field Survey, 2003

Testing of Hypotheses
Hypothesis One

Table 2 shows the demographic characteristics les
ol education were significant. This is in agreeme
and Ryan (1988). Their significance level were le
Reject the null hypothesis (Hol) and acce
between the demographic characteristics

rtl(:dwfi?;me lf_lol. Thp result indicated that both sex and level
earlier ﬁndmgs: Nollan (1996): Havighurst, (1982)

ss than 0.05 for the Chi-squs el
pt the alternative llypothesi;f]lf‘lre of the beneficiaries.

and the level of income of the beneficiaries

TABLE 2: Results of Chi-square Anal

yses comp
characteristics and earnings per day

aring Demographic

Demographic Characteristics M—W
Age 0.97197 | Notsignificanr———
Sex 0.00491 I Sjoniieant
Marital Status 0.22089 Not signific
Religion 0.71811 ant

Level of Education 0.00078 W‘
= ificant
Hypothesis Two
Table 3 shows the results of analysis of variance compari
There is significant diﬂ”eren.ce !aetween the income of tailon-h:l tYPC.of skills
test reveals that between tailoring and barbing, theye 1, no sig’ bfilr ing, hairg
hairdressing and tailoring/barbing is significant, Hence. hnirdlg':sls;zzn-t differe
S8 IS t em

acqui

r:“?_ulred and earning per day.

nc; 'Eg and other skjils. Further
' PUlthe difference between

ost api
36 lucr““"e In terms of level 0!
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.nme. Reject the null h i . -
f"wmf veljo ety y%"“‘es‘s (H,2) and accept the alternative hypothesis. There is significant difference
in the 1 ased on the relevant skills acquired by the beneficiaries.

Table 3: Results of Analysis of varian i i i
and earnings per day ce comparing the type of skills acquired

Source DI Sum of Mean o r |
Betweer S‘luarcs Ratio Prob
SemEt B D 2 21.5916 43183 9.0114 0.00
Within groups 2726 108 3007 T
Zoi 231 129.8922 |
 I—
Mean Skills
1.2500 Shoemaking
1.2500 Welding
2.1094 Tailoring**
2.3125 Barbing®#
2.4697 Hairdressing***

% indicates significant differences.

3.13 Hypothesis Three

The various methods available for setting up of trade by the beneficiaries were the following options:-
Savings, Bank loan and Project YES. Majority of the beneficiaries (78.9%) were set up by Project YES.
From table 4, it can be seen that regardless of the method of set-up of the enterprises, there was no significant
relationship in the income of the beneficiaries. Accept the null hypothesis (Ho3) and reject the alternative
hypothesis. There is no significant relationship between the methods of setting up of enterprise and the level
of income of the beneficiaries.

Table 4: Method of setting up of enterprise and earnings per day

Methods Chi-square Rcmqus

Bank loan 0.41572 Not Significant

Savings 0.33526 Not Significant
| Project YES 0.79142 Not Significant

4.0 CONCLUSION/RECOMMENDATIONS

Based on the objectives and findings of the research, the following conclusions are hereby considered valid

for this study. _ L .

(1) The mean age of the beneficiaries of project Y.ES in Niger State is about 22 years. There is a positive
relationship between the age and the _level of income of the beneficiaries though the relationship was
not significant. Age 22 years is considered appropnute for the scheme because youth of this age are
mentally active and are ready to learn and .tak.e ns.ks.

(2) The level of literacy among the beneficiaries 1S hlgl_m. About 94.9% had one form of formal education or
the other. This had pre-disposed them Eo_impibing life 'skills which is essential for empowerment.

(3)  The major enterprises of the beneficiaries are hanc}ressing, tailoring, welding and shoemaking.
Hairdressing had the highest percentage of beneficiaries (56.9%) and coincidentally, it is the most

lucrative in terms of income level of all the enterprises. '

Majority of the beneficiaries (89.7%) acquir-ed their'life skills through training by project YES and

most of the skills acquired were short-term with duration of learning below 3 months and medium-term

With duration of learning between 3-6 months. Long term vocations with duration of 12 months were
not subscribed to by the beneficiaries.

4)
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-nmental organization (NG,
. On-GOVC' . N :
Recommendations . 1l as related N ent — Incorporatine Yo
: agencies as well a5 T velopm g you

D Covetmen and pnva[d{ owne?h:gcigzir |;ecds, potentials and develop

should focus more on the youths, ;

- : and technologies.

friendly environment programmes and o e

cou X and kept in s¢

(2)  All stake-holders in youth development should'en I children of school age ent olled PLin schog|
(3)  Greater commitment should be directed at getting a

imiti owerment.
: ctors limiting €mp _ ‘
This is because the level of education (literacy) is one of thf%nfilhe state should be more prominent i e
(4)  Agriculture which is the main occupation of the populace 1
activities of Youth Empowerment Scheme.

Jife skills.
rage acquisition of life sk
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