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\BSTRACT ;
e riaken o asse o Ky - L
g an IJ . ‘ kshop I.l”t, :;:F:‘t:h:”:r:.T:I ri“”"'.‘;rm lor ”f”-".{.‘IUHi'I using fleer of equipment,
ot criteria. The siudy adopted the wse pact on the fI'I.mmwg populace in the state as
BT predhe use of a questionnaire and interview schedules, focused
discnssion and  per l.,.:-.r.'m' observation for data collection. Records available at the
yariers of the wmit provided additional source of information,

utt huis @ fotat of 36 iractors which comprises of 29 Ursus 5312, six New Holland 5635, three

;_-l-..-l.'l.-.'m 22 disc JflfrJir.:.,'-fi.\._ Seven mouldboard ploughs, 18 dise harrows, efeht disc
rret s \ Hnrrtf!!{l',r".:.f“':' J'n'h'.r.lln'jr;lr;rpn_li{- shellers, two nutize shellers and one Jﬂ_r;”r_
jeep car. Majority (81%) of the equipment were functional, a few (13%) required

airs 10 be used on the farm and 6% were se raps. The unit has neither a workshop nor an

d thus exposing the machinery to inclement weather. Personnel in the unit are

the mamitenance culture is service driven. There has been a general increase in farm

e the miroduction of the unit even though onfy a few jarmers have been able 1o access

iwes rendered by the untt. Several reasons accounted for the limited beneficiaries from the

vties af the wnit - promunent among which are inability 1o raise the cost of hiring. delay in
elivery, remoteness of farms and small holdings.

The witt has great poleniials for improving the agriculiural productivity of the stare if the
pupment available can be effectively utilized, Towards achieving this, it is recommended thal a
nctional workshop and implement sheds be provided at the headguarters and area offices, the

ictivities showld be decentralized while adopting a repular maintenance cultire, As an agency af

svernment, there should be adequate funding by the state gavernment.
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INTRODUCTION ' |
Prior 1o the advent of the oil boom of the 1960s, the Nigeria economy was substantially

agriculturally dependent. Cash crops such as cocoa, cotton, groundnut and _I'wc:itu!.;k .pItJdII.IUL'i
contributed more than 70% of total exports. Various food craps were also cultivated in :Tufﬁuu:nl
quantities 1o meet the demand of the teeming population and Nigeria was one of the food self-
~.'J|-[-||-“:m COUNtries of the world ”k[—“ “m] Ikpl | 998, Ado, 2005; n;']iil".l. 2006).

e discovery and exploration of crude oil as a more Jucrative income earner for the it
e first major scihnckpm the agricultural sector. The introduction of the nationwide universal free

' - sali he secondary school
Primgr educati . Bl sxfension of the free education I.“ i =
tevad u:-: lhem.almn in the carly 70 ;T ::!:fll;“}’ in 1979 resulted in the wtt]‘ld!awa! of the active
labour foree sg:nt? l::stcrp Pﬁ:,; w:':nt There was massive rural-to-urban drift made up mainly

agricu .
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