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Seroprevalence of Chikungunya virus in Children Presenting with Febrile illness in Lagos
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crikungunya Virus (CHIK\{) belongs‘fo the fami\y'Togaviridae causing a debilitating mosquito borne disease known as chikungunya fever, a
trle lness. CHIKV is an important {7 atto pubhc hgalth bgt has poor surveillance and managementin Nigeria. This study was carried outto
nce of CHIKV & ¢ children with febrile conditions attending a health facility in Lagos state, Nigeria. Socio-demographic

defermine the prevale en vi
variables were collected using a stru questionnaire. Atotal of 150 blood samples of febrile patients aged 0-14 years comprising 78 (52%)
males and 72 (48%) females were ¢ d. RNA was extracted from the serum samples and amplified using one-step RT-PCR with specific

72bp) were run on 2% agarose gel and viewed on gel imager for the presence of CHIKV. Atotal of

CHIKV RNA. The positive samples consist of 5(3.3%) males and 6(4%) females (P>0.05). All the

-10 years. The common symptom observed in CHIKV positive individuals in this study was high fever

nesses that are treated as presumptive malaria, often without proper
qy. ltis therefore recommended that all patients

s should be investigated for CHIKV infection and

CHIKV primers. The resulting amplic
11(7.3%) serum samples were posf'
osiive samples were from children &
\which was observed in all cases. This idy reveals that most febrile ll
nedical examination and laboratory diagnosis, may actually have febrile illnesses of viral etiolo
presenfing with febrile iliness and are negative for malaria test or other common related disease
otherarboviruses.
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