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The paper focused on challenges of TVET in the era of covid- 19 pandemic in Nigeria and the way
forwarf:l. The authors identified some of the challenges to include impact of the pandemic on
education, mode of conduct of TVET examination and certification, loss of jobs resulting from the
lockdown, health challenges leading to loss of thousands of lives, time lost in financial institutions as
a result of long queues and maintaining of social distancing, negative impact on women and youths
were _also taken into consideration as measures to address the global pandemic and recession
occasioned by the lock down in Nigeria. In response to the aforementioned cqvid -19 crisis, TVET

Keywords: came up with new and expanded on-line distance leaming programmes and technologies to promote
Challenges, Covid-19 Pandemic technical education and training. TVET further proffer solutions to skills shortages as the pandemic
Era Nigeri,a., : unfold through the year.

Way forward, TVET. ’

INTRODUCTION *

The term Covid -19 is generally referred to as corona virus
disease or pandemic whose origin is traced to Wuhan in China
while TVET is defined by world bank (2020) as technical,
vocation, orientation with secondary education, post-
secondary, non-tertiary education and also youth and adult
skill training programme on the job training. The covid — 19
pandemic has affected societies around the world and also
caused an unprecedented fall in economic activities, loss of
working hours, income and a sharp rise in unemployment and
underemployment.  International Labour Office- Geneva
(2021) key findings reported that the situation jeopardizes the
accomplishment of sustainable development goals (SDGS). It
posits that the pandemic has disrupted education and training
institutions in the vast majority countries stressing that TVET
programmes have being particularly hard hit given their unique
focus on work- based learning and the acquisition of practical
skills. The covid-19 pandemic has also caused major
disruptions in technical, vocation, education and training. In a
joint survey conducted by International Labour Organization
and United Nations, Education, Scientific and Cultural
Organization and World Bank (2021) revealed that 98 percent
of participants confirmed the closure of technical, vocation,
education and ftraining centres across the globe. The closure
has caused significant shift to distance learning with half of the
centres currently providing online training.
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However, there are major inequalities in terms of access to
online education and training by vulnerablé groups like Africa
and Nigeria in particular where the requisite information and
communication technology infrastructure and literacy are
lagging. Aniah (2021) observed that covid-19 lead to lock
down of some states and cities in Nigeria such as Kaduna,
Lagos and Abuja among others with exception of Calabar,
Cross River State, the governor explained that the daily
survival of citizens was a problem however, urged citizens in
the state to adhered to covid-19 protocol such as wearing of
face mask and observing social distancing in worship centres,
markets and hospitals. In some states, markets and schools
were lock down with guide lines of operation while hospitals
offer skeletal services. The resultant effects of such lock down
was distress and hunger, it was however disclosed that Federal
Government gave palliatives to reduce the impact of the
pandemic on its citizens. Despite government effort to reduce
the negative impacts, it was learnt that in Lagos food items of
different kinds were under key and lock in ware houses.
Another worrisome and frustrating situation was long lines in
banks with people wearing face masks, sitting and waiting to
be attended to as a measure to curtail the spread of the disease
while unemployment was on the increase followed by partial
reduction of lockdown in phases. The hall mark of TVET is
focused on “practical skills and work-readiness”, it makes
remote learning particularly challenging. Most educational
institutions including TVET have closed due to covid-19
measures, teaching and learning has moved from classroom_m
remote means facilitated by internet, television, radio or print
materials but the degree to which learning can still take place
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ommunities Whi .

on ventilators a:(;lin:z;l‘aym had access to training materials

training for medical e el Indonesia made efforts to initiate

workers @5 well quipment technicians, other health care
as garment factory workers and call center

workers.
1]

Given the preva i .
TVET worpksho;)znz;g i.lap;:m-lrc;lESkﬂ.ls t}'ﬂil'fing taking place in
the supplies of equipme ’ T_mstxruuons coqld t'ran.Sfer
where such cases nt to hospitals and other institutions
University of Techmnay arise. Nigeria universities like Federal
government effort i ology, Minna was not left out supporting
masks to fight the in terms of production hand sanitizers, face
St aaklevin dmenace. lOnana and Bandierg (2020) posits
girls is an eng gender equality and empowering all women an
B realize all “tl‘ itself that is deeply interlinked with the ability
adolescent’s of goals. The empowerment and livelihood for
b fferi programme of BRAC International in Uganda has

een offering life skills and vocational training to female
youths at adolescent development clubs five afternoons in 2
wee!c,. An impact evaluation found that young female
participants were more likely to be self-employed, had lower
rate of teen pregnancy and entry into marriage or cohabitation
and were less likely to be exposed to sexual violence.

Conclusion

learnt by TVET providers,
government and social partners from covid-19 crisis and
responses and further discusses how to strengthen TVET,
develop greater resilience to future shocks. The paper also
open up challenges and opportunities to build crisis proof
TVET systems and ensure better preparedness to achieve

agenda for sustainable development by 2030.

The paper shares lessons

Suggestions

g suggestions are adhered to, it will

If the followin
for future crisis: '

strengthen preparedness

Invest in the development of adequate crisis response plans
for education sector from national down to the provider

level.

7503

s of TVET teachers and
1 ihstitutions to adjust

inforce capacitie
hose of

ving circumstancess weather t
. i
demic or any future crisis.
to education and training through
t infrastructur® and ensure affordable

covid-19 pan
. [Enhance access
improved interne
connectivity:
« Develop and maintain €asy acce
platform, collaborate with private €
sector and the National level. i .
o Deliver relevant training and skills to youns
adults to meet current and future needs, 'mcreas
reskill and up-skill workers with a view to r¢

back better and achieving full employment.
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