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inmates indicated very low. For magazines, 3(5%) of inmates indicated low
e statfand 57(95%) of the inmates indicated very low. For Journals, 1(3%) of
)of the inmates indicated low while 39(98%) of the staff and 54(90%) of the
low. For pamphlets, a total of 2(3%) of the inmates indicated low while
and 58(97%) of the inmates indicated very low, while for the dictionarics,
indicated high, 16(27%) of the inmates indicated low while 40(100%) of the
¢ inmates indicated very low.,

S
it that there arc library services avail

brated the findings of Fasac
8es, Internet services, interlibr:

able for prisoners in Minna correctional
and Foluso (2020), who pointed uscr education,
ary loan, lending services, reference services and
major services provided by Nigerian prison librarics.

at there is availability of information materials beeause out of the various
listed, only magazines and pamphlets were reported to be poorly available.
he findings of Afolabi and Afolabi (2019) who in their study, revealed
ion resources.

d low utilisation of information resources by the staff and inmates of the
senire. This could be as a result of inadequate provision of relevant information
L proper oricntation and user cducation.
et al. (2020) who revealed high exter
‘Abia states in Nigeria,

This however, disagrees with the
1t of the use of library resources by

y services in the correctional centre under study and there
but sadly, the level of utilisation of thesc information materials

imendations were made based on the findings of this rescarch:

0f the correctional centre in Minna should improve on the library services
0f the correctional centre should make adequate provision of other relevant
agazines, encyclopedias, and also audio visual materials to serve the
the inmatcs.

uld improve on the quality and currency of information m

aterials provided
will definitely encourage prisoners to utilize these libr

ary materials as
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[SERVICES AS CORRECTIONAL TOOL FOR PRISON INMATES IN THE
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Correspondent: pochuksibe@futminna.edu.ng

discussed library services as correctional tool for prison inmates in the medium
ial centre, Minna, Niger State. The aim of the study was to carry out an assessment
es as correctional tool for prison inmates in the medium security custodial centre
specific objectives were to find out the availability of library services in the
nire in Minna, the types of library materials available to the inmates and the level of
library materials by the inmates. The instrument used for data collection was a
wstionnaire and copies were administered to 100 respondents sampled from the
374 which comprised of 264 prison inmates and 110 staff. The sample was broken
isoners and 40 staff in the correctional centre. Frequency count and percentage ratio
Stical tools used for analyzing the data obtained from the research instrument. Among
dings were: (1) there were library service available in the correctional centre with
, newspapers, journals and dictionaries as major materials available in the prison
research revealed that there is availability of information materials in the
tre. (3) The study also revealed that there was a very low level of utilization of
by the inmates or prisoners. It was concluded that despite the availability of library
formation resources, there is still low utilisation of library materials among the
e recommendations were made which include: the provision of adequate materials
gilities to improve on the library services to both the staff and inmates of the
enter. Also, and management of the prison library should look into the currency and
e library resources for effective services delivery.

brary services, Correctional centre, Inmates, Correctional tool, Prison

n establishment responsible for collecting, organizing, storing, retrieving and
information to its users, as well as repackaging that information into formats suitable
peed (2010) believes that the reason behind the existence of any library is the
Lorganization of recorded information in a way that is accessible to users. Libraries
ed as "a social organization for the discovery of the knowledge contained in
tks", a collection of information materials that are not accessible to the user is not
brary. Libraries can be referred to as machine rooms and factories were materials are
processed and retricved for use, a collection of information gathered together for
dissemination and use of knowledge. One of the objectives of establishing any
vide available and accessible information resources to the public with limited
ough, the success of any library services does not only depend on availability of fund
ons, but also getting patrons to usc the library information resources and to create
he library's product and services.

5) described an information service as a service provided by or to library users to
| to the information contained in the library or information center in order to
jand, it is accomplished by providing a reference and information desk, preparing and
Wws sheets and documentary findings from desk surveys, preparing bibliographies,
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reading lists, indexes and summarics, especially articles in current affairs periodicals,§
database through information literacy likely to interest potential. These users are the lib
gencral and those in correctional centres in particular.

Correctional centers are also referred to as prison, jail or other locations of i
government officials. They may contain separate departments for those kinds of inn
classified as minimum, medium, and maximum sccurity facilitics to help confine a
prisoners. It can also be described as a place where people are held while they are

punished as a result of crime.

Prytherch (2010) described the library in a correctional facility or prison as part of a
unit built in a correctional facility. Its services and functions arc designed to providep
access to information and awarcness opportunitics, because many of them are
outside world. The prison or detention center library is also a social place, thatis
inmates interact with prison staff and mect their familics. Marshall (2011), revealed
are often isolated from the outside world, so it is cssential to have meaningful infon
librarics therefore provide information that cnables these (inmates) to acquire the g
and other practical skills that they will be heavily dependent on when they retura
society.

Correctional center librarics have a responsibility to help prisoncrs improve
performance and empowcr them so that when they get out of prison, they can wo
for self-improvement and reintegration back to the socicty. Information is a K
individual's development and also contributes to the enhancement of one's intell
the same reading preferences and information needs as other free citizens of the
they are required to know what they can do with prison life (Emasealu, 2017).

In addition, to achicve the goal of prison reform and restoration, inmates mu
numerous library services. It is also necessary to provide prisoners with adequ
information, because an informed mind is open to reformed character.

Information is an important resource for the development of humanity and th

Prisoners arc often faced with this critical point when making important decisionsi
positive impact on their lives, allowing them to go further, especially to progs
Therefore, after the prison experience, inmates often find comfort in the use of
there are cnough books to satisfy their desire to read. Inmates sce the correctional lit
a window to open a ncw chapter and adopt a positive outlook on life. There
integrate into socicty with mental and physical alertness and balance, prisoners nee

during their incarceration for their daily living and Continuous  training for sell
However. it is not enough to say that the availability of information and reading
positive impact on the lives of prisoncrs, it is nccessary to ensure the quality of I
information resources. information available for use at any given time will help th
empower them to lead a more productive life afterward. ]

Inmates and prison officials, as members of the wider socicty, want and deserve i
events in the world at large. Therefore, if long-term rchabilitation of inmates
successful reintegration into Nigerian society, all correctional institutions should
services. A person needs one form of information or another to meet hisH
regardless of whether the prisoner is in a short-term or long-term imprisonmentie
reformation are nccessary conditions for the Nigerian prison department. h
provides inmates with an important means of sclf-improvement by complement
programs and providing better job opportunitics, thereby creating more stable
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Orch (2016) pointed out that. od

ucation in prisons is nec
e of continuous informal learning, rather than

ary because it will make
a school for criminal development,

fthe Problem

in the corrcctional centres

result of certain crimes they cc
ustodian for convicted people also doubles as
10 doubt plays a vital role in the reformation
al centres, Library and Inform
SCd support for inmates to I

are citizens of a country whose

movements were
mmitted. A correction

al centre or prison apart from
a reformative and rchabilitative centre.
and rchabilitation processes for inm
ation Services is one of the basi
arn for their knowledge needs.

ates
¢ tools in providing
pite the importance of librarics and their services to inm
i to note that most correctional centers do not have functional librarics and thus do

needed library and information services to the inmates. This is supported by the
mascalu (2017) that, the needed information resources and services would no doubt

& es to be more productive during incarccration. It has been
cally that the " libr:

ary services to prison inmates in Nigeria has not been
attention and priority which has always resulted in situations where most libraries in
e left with scanty or no information resources to support inmates to further their
eneral reading interests. It is however as a result of that, this study intends to carry
€5 as correctional tool for inmates in the medium security custodi

ates in the correctional

al centre in

led at carrying out an

assessment of library services as correctional tool for prison
B medium sceurity cust

odial centre in Minna. It was guided by the following specific

dout the availability of library services in the correctional centre in Minna,

out the types of library materials available to the inmates in the correctional centre,

itain the level of utilization of library materials by the inmates in the correctional

estions

Specific objectives provided for the study,

uide:

library services avail

the following research questions were

able in your correctional centre in Minna?
C types of library materials available for inmates in your correctional centre?
he level of utilization of library materi

als by the inmates in the correctional centre?
View

s Ukachi (2012) posited that libra
Magazines, Newspapers and
rculation, cataloguing as

Also, that library seryi
Ly need, borrow books
or adults

ry services include provision of resources such as
activitics such as current awareness services, inter-
provided by librarics in order to meet the information needs
ces are displayed when librarians help the clients find the
» access computers and free internct services, provide quiet
and children, provide research resources like free database and many more.
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However. the researcher viewed library or information services in prisons as services|

inmates during their jail terms by librarians or information custodians to facilitate the u

through cffective and sufficient library opening hours, reference services, ex

counseling of inmates.
Availability of Library Services in the Correctional Centre

Every library, whether public, specialized or academic, needs appropriate library and
resources and services to function effectively. The availability of information resources
resources and services that can be obtained to meet the basic information needs of inm
in the library and in both print and non-print form. Prison library information
materials that convey, transport or contain information for usc by inmates.

Peschers (2011) points out that the prison library's sources of information include ill
comic books, dictionaries, encyclopedias, serials, fiction, and non-fiction. Prison
information bearing materials. Glenor (2012) summarized the prison's libraries and
resources to include directories, encyclopedias, bibliographies and forensic databases; i
stated that the general collections are fiction and non-fiction, local newspapers and
Prison library resources come in a varicty of formats.

Information provision is one of the primary assignments of libraries; therefore,
should make services available to inmates. Information services may include variouss
organized environment of interest or for the benefit of others. Glenor (2012) repoi
services are described as the professional guidance offered to usecrs and further
service varies in accordance with the type or category of both the library and libs
ultimate aim of the library is to provide information to inmates through the provision
timely information knowing well that inmates have needs and these needs
appropriately. Omagbemi and Odunewu (2018) in a survey of appraising library
to prison inmates in Nigeria outlined their desired information needs to be news or
legal and religious information, recreational and vocational and lastly educational il
meet the information needs of inmates, their needs and desires must be known.

According to Ibukunle (2017), information services to inmates should be provide
leisure time, including every evening and weekend, and cach inmate maintain cont
five times per week or a minimum of 72 hours of contact. That library services inpi
counseling, appraisal and follow up. The library services carried out in the prison
to help inmates into the society; this can only be possible through the provision of
services. It was stressed that the services that librarics provide vary from one library
some services are common to all librarics, such as bookshelves, reference s
maintenance of statistical data, etc. The provision of information services is
fundamental human rights to every citizen whether confined or not. Ibukunle
library and information services to include exhibitions and display, users’ educa
literacy program, referral, translation, extension and welfare services. The p
information services are services which are rendered to inmates during their jail te

The services nceded by the prison inmates should be that which will improve themsi
library is to serve for education, recreation and personal development. Ezcala an
emphasized that the library and information services in prison are carried out by
services they render are provision of basic reference work, issue and discharge of
services, maintaining single records and statistics, filling, shelving and keeping gen
processing, repair, publicity and reader’s advisory services. Specifically, the service
library include creation and maintenance of community profile, monitoring an
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i o the community it serves, stock selections and maintenance, exhibitions
lomotion to both inmates and staff, library education, daily routine, operation
afthe library and its stocks.

these facilitics also follow a certain pattern, as library programs reflect the
of the facilities served. The status varies in library service programs for
ountrics, as detcrmined by a survey of persons in those countrics both in the
gement and in the area of corrections. The survey includes a discussion of
ind significant movements in other countries with those who have first-hand
sment of materials related to library services in correctional facilities in other

tion Resources and Services by Inmates in Prison Libraries

lation is understood as the actual and maximum usage of user-defined and
fmation materials for the purpose of solving a problem. In addition, utilization

, social groups, institutions, government agencies and foundations. The
of information by the user is determined by the type of work and tasks
pe of occupation to which the user belongs and the types of functions
me (Popoola & Emasealu, 2016). Allegedly, knowledge of the user's age,
background constitute the basic principles of information use.

@(2013), the use of information leads to the liberation of users from ignorance.
leads to the use of information that helps individuals behave or act in an
Jiilization can be achicved if there is adequate access to the information.
ioned that every individual whether literate or not has information nceds such
isure or meeting tasks that are considered critical to survival. To ensurc that
esources the library grapples with the challenge of acquiring, processing and
to date and relevant resources that would meet users’ needs.  Adeoye and
ICIE Separate rescarches asserted that continuous utilization of the library has
iect on the performance and self-development of any user. The means of
tron will also €0 a long way in the utilization of resources and services.

ealed that communication channels should be in consonance with the language
their location; this is belicved to enhance optimum utilization of library

It was further perceived that oral medium such as verbal discussion,
, seminars and workshops and the written medium such as books and
Ong way in resources and services utilization. This will to an extent enhance
formation in the prison library resources are passed to it users through the

ed for the study was a casc study method because the focus of the study was
ices as a correctional tool for prisoners at the Minna Correctional Centre, in
dl population of the study was comprised of 264 inmates and 110 staft of the
Minna Niger State. The sample size for the study was 100 respondents
aff and 60 inmates from the Medium Correctional Facility Centre in Minna
d questionnaire was used by the researchers as the only instrument for data
Sanalysed using frequency counts and simple percentage.
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Findings:

Table I:
prison

Response of staff and

inmates on the availability of libra

Options Frequency Percentage%
Staff Inmates | Staff In
Yes 40 54 100
No - 6 - Ii
Total 40 60 100 1

Table I showed that out of the tot
the inmates agreed that there ar:
inmates do not agree to the avail

Table II:

Information [ Frequency Percentage % |
Materials

Newspapers 40 100

Textbooks 40 100

Magazincs 10 25

Journals 33 83

Pamphlets | 3

Dictionarics 40 100

of information materials available in the
shows that out of the total number of res,
40(100%) indicated textbooks, 10(25%
indicated journals, 1(3%) indicated pam

Table III:

materials in the prison

Responses of staff and inmates on th

al number of respondents, 40( 100%) of the s
e library services available in the prison wl
ability of library scrvices in the prison.

Response of staff on the types of Information materials avail

Table IT showed the an;
prison responded by the staff of i
pondents, 40(100%) of the staff ind
) of the staff indicated magazines, 33
phlets while 40(100%) of the staft indicat

e level of utilization of in|

[ Materials Frequency
VH H L

Staff | Inmates | staff | Inmates | staff inmates | staff
Newspapers 1 39 51 .
Textbooks 39 2 1 49 -
Magazincs 3 40 |
Journals 1 6 395
Pamphlets 2 289
Dictionarics 4 16 40

Table IIT showed the analysis on the level of utilization o
was responded by both the staff and inm
of the staff use it on a high
utilization while 9(15%
and 2(3%) of inmates indicated high, 1(3%

o) of the inmates indicated ver
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ates. The table shows that for newspap
level, 39(98%) of staff and 51(85%) of the i
y low. For Textbooks,
o) of the staff and 49(67%) of the i




