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p ‘f i . PREFACE :

¢ The need for information on current challenges besseti igeri :

*  system and experts’ proffered solutions to suc% challengensgp:}clyfml)\z;%ie?h:neidcgmti‘tlonai‘

. this book project by the Department of Educational Foundations, Faculty of Edllll 10:} ;

| University of Bepm. The book was written to provide policy ma’tkers stakehold:rz 1::&

the general public with reliable and up-to-date information on chal’lcnges facing the

. Nigerian educational system, hence the title: Education and Contemporary Challenges in
Nigeria.

The book is made up of four sections of thirty-five (35) chapters. While Section 1 is

focused on education and the challenges of covid-19 pandemic, Section 2 is focused on

education, entrepreneurship and the challenges of unemployment, Section 3 is focused

on education, Information and Communications Technology (ICT) and Section 4 is

focused on education, gender and other issues. The titles of the chapters of the book and

the authors are listed below according to the various sections where they are
accommodated:
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The multi-authox"ship of this book, as seen above, is its major strenghth. It enjoyed the
ideas, contributions and experiences of seasoned academics mostly from higher
institutions of learning across the country. Unarguably, this book, Education and
Contemporary Challengés in Nigeria, is a richly packaged collection of well researched
and thought-provoking papers from veteran academics.
To all who contributed their knowledge and talents to the completion of this book, the
editors express their heartfelt thanks. The Department of Educational Foundations,
Faculty of Education, University of Benin is greatly appreciated for this indelible
legacy.

...From the Editors

30 March, 2022




FOREWORD

Some of the greatest impacts of the COVID-19 pandemic are undoubtedly eviden in
the novel and evolutionary methods of education as well as in the socio-economic dynamics that
witnessed a burgeoning of multiple online activities in virtually all countries of the world. T,
education sector for instance, witnessed expansions in existing conventional curricular througy,
the exploration of new concepts and disciplines in addition to the application of highbreq
learning media and iconoclastic instructional materials.

Hitherto, the educational sector (especially in Nigeria) was characterized by a recycling
of dated and trite ideas propagated through obsolete instructional media. The result, of course
was the repetitive phenomenal ironically christened “contemporary issues™ in a system that was
obviously dogged by falling standards. There was, therefore, an urgent need for a review of the
status quo through an evolutionary overhaul of both concepts and methods of “instructional
materials application to sync with the emerging challenges of the new global milieu occasioned
by the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic.

This need is what this book of readings: “Education and Contemporary Challenges in
Nigeria” has come to address. The book features an array of insightful essays by seasoned
scholars on topical issues in education and social realities during the pre COVID-19 era, the
COVID-19 era as well as prognostications in the post COVID-19 era. The essays bordering on
education dwell on a variety of issues within the context of policy implementation on
Continuous Teachers’ Training, Girl-Child Education, Classroom Management, Ethical Issues,
Information Communication Technology, Entrepreneurship, Computer-based Learning,
Utilitarian Education, among others, the essays foreground the need for diversity in and
durability of education instructional methods.

This book promises to be useful to all stakeholders in education, policy makers,
institutions, academics, researchers and students. As such, I wholeheartedly commend the
authors of this book which proffers solution to critical, topical and contemporary issues in
education. The concise language of the book makes for easy reading and comprehension.

The team of Créme de la creme in educational sector who collaborated to publish this
compendium calls to mind the saying of Late William J. Fulbright who admonished, “we must
try, through education, to realize something new in the world by persuasion rather than by force,
coopqztw;:ly rz;)thterf thegll competltm}l)lrl, th for the purpose of gaining dominance for a nation
or an ideology but for the purpose of helping every socie i '
decency and individual fulfillment.” B by eeelp i PO T e

s of sophisticated educationists with new ideas. The

authors left no stone unturned in keeping pace with standard e
: and s
book. I sincerely congratulate them for the worthwhile efforts. implicity of language of the

PROFE. O.S. [YAMU
Dean Faculty of Education
University of Benin,
Benin City,

Edo State
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Introduction

The relevance of any educational programme is viewed as the suitability of that
programme to meet the needs of the society such as making its graduate Skillfuland
functional in the world of work. The artisans, craft men, technicians and technologist
are not left behind in the quest for relevance and survival in their chosen career.
Technical and Vocational Education and Training (TVET) is an aspect of education that
is considered as the heartbeat of technical manpower production. It plays a crucial role
in providing the technical skilled work force needed in industries and self-employment.
Therefore, no industries or factories can function without technical and vocational
education

Technical and Vocational education is defined as any form of education whose primary
purpose 1s to prepare persons for employment in recognized occupation. Oladejo (2019)
defined TVET as the type of training that provides its recipient with the competencies
necessary to start and succeed in an occupation. In the same vein, Edokpolor and:
Owenvbiugie (2017) defined TVET as a programme for the acquisition of skills needed
in the world of work to raise prospects for productive work, personal empowerment and
socio-economic development, for sustainable livelihood in the speedily changing work
milieu. Okoye and Arimonu (2016) stated that vocational education and training is the
acquisition of skills and attitudes for gainful employment in a specific occupation or
professional area. The role of Technical, Vocational Education and Training (TVET) in
facilitating employment opportunities should not be neglected in Nigeria, as TVET has
the potential to enhance job creation, wealth generation, poverty reduction and
technological transformation.

This could help to prevent economic depression. A depressed economy can be defined
as one in which economic activities of all types are operating at a lower level than is
normal or expected. National Bureau of Economic Research -NBER (2001), described
depression as a situation whereby there is a decline in the real GDP exceeding 10%, or
@ a recession lasting two years, it is an economy that fails to meet the basic
Tequirement of its citizen, such as an economy with high level of unemployment rate,
high leve] of poverty, low industrial capacity utilization, poor health and poor road
Network. Okatahi (2009) views economic depressed as a period _of dismal or negative
ctonomic growth. Economic depression is usually characterized by high rate of
"nemployment, insecurity in the nation unemployment and poverty usually breed. As
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