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Editorial

1O AT asanannual pubhication of IThrahim Badamasi Babangida University
to provide a seting for academics o u‘hn‘ vartous perspectives from diverse
disciphines and schools of thought ||\ul.mv pertinentto contemporary research based
experiences. This multidhiseiplinary journal has acquired a global outlook with
nationwide contributions and others from beyond the shores of Nigeria,

Articles in the current edition cover issues in educational counseling, vocational
education, gender concems, insecurity, basic education, evaluation of adult
leaming, examination misconduct, educational resource  distribution, carly
childhood education, sexuality, national security, technology education, non-formal
education, improvisation, welfare services and girl child education. Others include
local government issues, job creation in Nigeria, instruction of adults, sports
matters, entrepreneurship education, skills acquisition, school librarianship,
agricultural extension, information technology and ICT skills. Works on health
education, in- service training trepidations, digital video presentation modes,

curriculum implementation and virtual academic performance of learners were also
accentuated.

The editorial board of JOLAE herewith invites academics worldwide to relentlessly

make worthwhile offerings from multiple fields in the widest sense to enhance

interesting readership and optimum relevance to individual, institutional and
societal development. We appreciate the support from TETFUND and the
management of IBB University, which has made production issues light and easijer
to bear through absolute financial sponsorship in the face of constantly changing
economic realities. Respective peer reviewed articles represent research finding
sand opinion of authors and the highly reputable board of JOLAE provid
Instructions to contributors for guidance in the preparation of quality well desire
submissions for subsequent publications.

Editor-Chief
Professor Rosemary O. Igbo



JOLAL . Jowurnal of Arts and Education, Volume 7(2)

Editorial Board

Prof Rosemary O. lgbo, Editor-in-Chief
Prof G.13. Eweniyi, Editor

Prof M. T. Mustapha, Member

Prof).3. Omonu, Member

DrM.S. Mohammed, Member
DrM.O. Ojuola, Member

Dr . Dawood, Member

Dr E. B. Gbodi, Member

DrA.A. Adelakun, Secretary

Consulting Editors

Prof. Munazil Jibril, Bayero University, Kano

Prof. Timothy Asobele, University of Lagos, Lagos

Prof. Armstrong Matiu Adejo, Benue State University, Makurdi
Prof. F.D. Kolo, Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria

Prof. J.AGwani, Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria

Prof. Bayo R. Lawal, University of Ilorin, Ilorin

Dr. Idris S. Jimada, Ahmadu Bello University, Zaria

© Ibrahim Badamasi Babangida University, Lapai, Nigeria.2015.

The Journal of Arts and Education (JOLAE) is published twice a year by the
Ibrahim Badamasi Babangida University, Lapai, PMB 11, Niger State, Nigeria.
Request for subscription and correspondences should be addressed to the:

The Editor-in-Chief,

Journal of Arts and Education (JOLAE),
Ibrahim Badamasi Babangida University,
PMB 11, Lapai, Niger State,

Nigeria.



) Seekosg Behavionr of Undergraduate Students of
Marchwomm G (joes)

aton scchimye o clecoonic environments UK
Cambnidge Umversaty Press

Nwokedr, VK 2000 Informanon needs and secking behaviour of medical

laboraton swientists me Jos university  teaching hospital. Borno  Library,
$rchivan amad (nforeg

iion Saence Jowrnal M(1&2) 6-106

Odesanya O A& Anteruke, 1 (2000) Information technology usage by ml'vcrtlsmg
agencies o Lagos, Nagena. African Journal of Library, Archives and
Mmtormanon Sarence, 1((2) 1134123

Online Computer Library Center (2002). How academic libruriuns.cun |‘nﬂucncc
studenty’ web-based information choices. Dublin, OH: Onh.nc Computer
Librany Center. (OCLC White Paper on the Information Habits of College
Students) Retrieved 2" December 2005 from
hitp: WwWwS.ocle.org/downloads/community/informationhabits.pdf.

Ovedum, G. U. (2007). Intemet use in the library of Federal University of
Technology, Minna: A case study. Gateway Library Journal. Journal of the
Ogun State Chapter of the Nigerian Library Association.10 (1) 23-32

Patitungkho, K. & De

shpande, N.J. (2005). Information seeking behaviour. of
faculty members of Rajabhat Universities in Bangkok. Webology, 2(4), Article
20.Available at:

http://www.webology.ir/2005/v2n4/a20.html

P ctugrew, K. E., Fidel, R.,& Bruce, H. (2001). Conceptual frameworks in
u;f;or)mation behaviour. Annual Review of Information Science & Technology,
35(1),43-78

Shokeen, A. & Kushik, S.K.

x, ¢ (2002). Information seeking behaviour of social
scientists of Haryana universities. Library Herald,40(1)8-11

Steinerova, J. & Susol, J. (2005). Library users in human information behavioyr,
Online Information Review, 29(2),139-156

Suriya, M., Sangeetha, G. & Nambi, M.A. (2004

). Information seeking behaviour of
faculty members from government arts col

leges in cuddalore district. In: Laul,
H.K. & Patil, S.K.(Eds), Library and Information Networki

ng (NACLIN 2004).
New Delhi, 2004, pp.285-292

Wilson, T.D. (1999). Models in information behaviour research. Journal of

Documentation, 55(2), 249-270. Retrieved 13t June, 2006 from
http://informationr.net/tdw/publ/papers/1999JDoc.html

Wilson, T.D. (2000). Human information behaviour. Information Sciences, 3 (2), 49-
55

L1



W Al I o Arts andd Education Volume

el Dalsanses (o dy ARL Supplementary statistics 1999 2000

\
waw o arl o st sapsupn pdy

“OCiation o Ros

Retrieved 27 Dec , 2008 fom |\"|‘

( hallene 3 CTY9YY Intormation cockimg behaviour of professors of ant In-.hny and
studio art. Master dissertation, Sehool of ibtary and Information Saence Kent
University Retmeved Sy September, 20050 fromhttp //www ric ed
pov ERICWebPGoa) vontentdehivery senviet FRICServiet? aceno EDa 35405

Fe ler .
el Republicof Higerta CIORNY Nanonal Policy on Education. | agos: NERC Press

Fldcl R
» Ry Davies, R XK. Doue . . . Cushne
Miyagishima, 3K . g oSS ML, Holder, 1K, Hopkins, C.J., Kushner, I.J.,

X Toney, C D, (1999). A visit to the information mail: Web

searching behavio 3 : oci
Information o CUrofhigh school students. Journal of the American Society for
ormation Science SO(1), 24 37 '

Fidzani. B.T.(199%). Info;

1‘]; | AT 4 > » . . - »
students at the Unive allon needs and in formation secking behaviour of graduate

rSity of Botswana. Library Review,47(7),329-340
Foster, A.(2004). A nonj;

nea : i . p
American Society f, F'model of information seeking behaviour. Journal of the

"the Information Science and Technology, 55 (3),228-237
Friedlander, A. (20 : )

Introduet o(n tc?zg' Z;mensmns and use of scholarly information environment.
Outsall, Ing. WaShina set assemblc.:d. by tl}e Digital Library Federation and
Library and Info gto_n, D.C.: Digital lerary Federation and Council on
e My T 'Mation Resources. Retrieved 2™ Dec., 2005 from

tp: - 'org/PUbs/reports/publ 10/contents.html.

George, C., Bright, A., Hurlbert, T., Linke, E.C,, St.Clair, G. & Stein, J. (2006)
Scholarly use of Information: graduate students' information seeking behaviour.
InformatIOt} Research , 11 (4) paper 272 (Available at
http://InformationR.net/ir/11 -4/paper272.html)

Kerins, G., Madden, R., & Fulton, C. (2004). Information seeking and students
studying for professional careers: the cases of engineering and law students in
Ireland. Information Resaerch, 10(1). Paper 208. Retrieved 2™ December,2005
from http://InformationR .net/ir/10- 1 /paper208.html

Leckie, G.J., Pettigrew, K.F. & Sylvain, C. (1996). Modelling the information
seeking of professionals: A general model derived from research on engineers,

health care professionals and lawyers. Library Quarterly, 66 (2) 161-193

Lyman, P. & Varian H.R. (2003). How much information 2'003,. Berkeley, CA-
University of California at Berkeley, School of Information Management anda

Systems. Retrieved 2™ Dec.2005 from http://www.sims.berkeley.edu/how
much-info 2003.

260



s gl ) Behavion of ikl ‘l"."-llf" slticlants oo
m ’ N '
s "‘f"l see the proture i Table 1 reveals that majornity of the undergradog
" " | . ve . ‘ . } S
’h! 101 Minra use carrent mformation on recent developments in their areas o
ot " ;

Ihie vs ot suprising because this is technology oriented universy,
sre wounld alwav s search for current inlmmnli(‘m hv'cql‘l'P”“?'f""f"" .
e frelds The study equally revealed that in seeking ""_""”l”f'i":‘f" "
. wherpraduate dudents of LT Ninna plclur hrowsing the Intermg

thair I.i\ WS, the un A - ¢ 'n[cr“cl I,;
(s other methods of wtormation searching. This could l’“’"“""f be llhll' ot il "
WY O o l)L‘ lC“l‘:VC(lu l.l_.’(""”d 5, C-

Dy whieh information could :
hoo all available and retrieve
OOOAS, O CWN \I\_‘\l‘\‘l\

varrous search engines throug b
» . ™ ' savee (Mo l'L‘
and magazines, e-databases ele e
from Tnteret services. Finally, — the study also revealed that Internct sc'r)vu.u,
' information sources consulted by the

x"\\‘il|.-" v
A 2 ué :
where Thid S

in theut

textbooks and periodicals are the major

stadents

Conclusion
From the outcome of the findings, it could be concluded that the undergraduate

students of FULT. Minna, Nigeria usually seck for current information in th(flr 2;:(;213
of specialization through various methods qnd information sources. Thp scarch for
current information is necessary because this would assist the students in achieving
their educational objectives as well as equip z'md place them in the better positions to
acquire science and technical education. This would in turn create the opportunity
for these students after graduation to be self- employed; and also provide for the
society necessary skilled manpower and technology needed for the development of

the nation,

Recommendations 1 .
On the basis of the specific findings of this study, the following

recommendations are made:

1. F.U.T.Minna library should endeavour to provide current and sufficient
information sources such as books, journals, monographs etc on all the
disciplines offered in the institution.

1. The Internet services in the library should always be functioning and the
library should through the assistance of university management provide
astandby power supply generator for efficient services.

il The library staff should put more efforts when teaching this category of
students “Use of Library Course” as this would enhance their
understanding of using the library, especially the library catalogue.

V. Finally, the undergraduate students of F.U.T.Minna should endeavour
to create time to visit the library frequently. By so doing, they would be
conversant with the information searching techniques in the library.
This is the best way they could effectively use the library and always be
good friends of the library.

References
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«ese findings are similar to that of Nwokedi (2004) which revealed that about
71% of the Medical Laboratory Scientists indicated that their medical library

aurces are poor while only 7.14% of the respondents reported that the resources
«’€ry adequate.
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Mhe study alxo investigated to know the type of information sOUrCes used by the
FU T Minna From Table 3. 47 8% of the respondents se
Internet services, 22 2% of them use textbooks, 13,3 use pcli()(llcn!s.’ A% use
newspapens and $.6% of them use reference materials. From Table 3, 1tis clear that
Mmazority ol the respondents use Internet services, textbooks and pcr{mlwuh fmore as
sources of their pn;mn.m.m_ while newspapers and reference materials are used at a
lower rate. This finding corroborates that of George et al (20006).
Table 4: Information xeshuplogy (LT Facllities Sought by the
Undergraduates OfF.U.T Minna

undergraduates ot

Percentages
Informa tion Technology materials used No of respondents (%)
Internet 700 71.8
Online databases 100 1.1
Compact Disk Read Only Memory(CD-ROM) 80 8.9
Local Area th\\'ork(LAN) 20 22
Total 900 100%

Table 4 revealed that 77.8% of the respondents indicated that the 1.T. facilities they
use most 1s Internet, 11.1% of them use online databases, 8.9% use CD-ROM ang
2.2% of them use LAN. Table 4 revealed that Internet services is mostly used by the
respondents since searching through Google, Yahoo, Excite engines, Youtube,
Whatsapp, Facebook, LinkedIn, e-resources such as e-journals, e-books, e.
newspapers, e-databases to mention but a few could make them have access to
Current information in their areas of specialization. These findings corroborate that
of Oyedum (2007) and Odesanya and Ajiferuke (2000) who on separate accounts
reported similar observations.

Table5: Purposeof Information Seeking by the Undergraduates of F.U.T Minna

No of
Purposes respondents Percentage (%)
For preparing examinations 600 66.7
For project writing 150 16.7
For routine assignments 100 11.1
For seminar presentationg 40 4.4
To keep themselves abreast 10 1.1
Total 900 100%
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Data analysis and Discnssion
Fable L Information Songht by Undergraduate Stadentsof 1,01, Minna

Nooof Perventages
Types of information sought tespondents (")
Current information on revent developents m vour field S 58 6
Curremt imnfomaation on revemt \:l\‘.‘t\.‘..“..“,_ \'\|""~IHI.L| Vi) 14 6
Croneral imnformation 1 0 144
ot related o vour Hedd at all i) A4
Total ann 100%

Table Trevealed that, $5.6% of the respondents disclosed that they usually search for
currentiniormation on recent developments in their fields, 25.6% indicated current
imtarmanon on recent developments in related fields, 14.4% stated they normally
seck for pencral information, while 4.4% indicated information not related to their
ficlds at all.

The results in Table 1 showed that majority of the respondents, 55.6% of the
undergraduate students of F.U.T.Minna usually need current information on recent

evelopments in their fields while the respondents that indicated they sought for
information not related to their fields was ranked lowest in number 4.4%. This is
similar to the findings of Nwokedi (2004) which reported that about 89.28% of the
Medical Laboratory Scientists sought up-to-date information on recent

developments in their areas of specialization while only 5.35% of them seek for
information that are notrelated to their field at all.

Table 2: Information Seeking Behaviour of Undergraduates of F.U.T Minna
Methods

No of respondents Percentages(%)
Browsing the Internet 400 44 .4
Discussion with colleagues 150 16.7
Searching the library shelves 130 14.4
Consultation of library catalogue 100 11.1
Discussion with librarians 80 9.0
Consultation of indexes, bibliographies and abstracts 40 4.4
Total 900 100%

From Table 2, it is revealed that 44.4% of the respondents indicated that they browse
the Internet while seeking for information, 16.7% of them stated they discuss with
colleagues, 14.4% reported they search or browse the shelves, 11.1% of them consult
the library catalogue, 9.0% discuss with librarians, while 4.4% consult indexes,
bibliographies and abstracts.

From Table 2 it is obvious that the undergraduates of FU.T Minna use a
combination of methods when seeking information. However, the method mostly
used as the findings revealed is browsing of the Internet 44.4%, followed by 16.7%.
that often consult their colleagues. This is similar to the findings of George et alj
(2006) which revealed that graduate students rely heavily on the Internet as well ag
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Information Seeking Behaviour of Undergraduale Studonts of

as what students think about the information on the Internet, in the library, in prim
how they access information and what they value. Some other studies focused o
how students, primarily undergraduates and/or professionals in specific fields o
disciplines seek information and the related issues (Fidzani, 1998; (.,'llﬂ"cllcr. 1999,
Foster, 2004; Kerins etal, 2004 Suriya etal 2004 upd Steinerova m.ul Susol, 2()()5)
Another nationally recognized study on inlfll'.nllllm'll SCCk["B bC'""V“"" of
undergraduate students was conducted by the l)lg}lul I.ll)m(’)’ Federation “!"' the
Research Firm Outsell, Inc., focused on inli.)rmumm use ol sludcpls and faculy
members at colleges and universities (|"l"Cll|}""l'{"' 4002), Using _Slflw;!‘“‘(l.
telephone interviews, this study surveyed .f.J" faculty members '“'“'!“‘ ':8 ,
eraduate students and undergraduate students from colleges and un wcr:qlllcs on howy
the Intermnet affects their scholarly work :m({ the consequences it m.lghl have on
campus libraries. This study examined .such. issucs as what information rcsour?cg
support scholarly work, how users find information zn](l what prol?lcms are
encountered. In another related study, Nwokedi (2004) aimed at 1qcnt'|fylr}g the
information needs and seeking behaviour of Medical Laborz_llor)’ SC"?““StS in Jos
University Teaching Hospital (JUTH). The instrument used in collecting data was
the questionnaire and survey research .mcl.hod was used for the study. ’I_‘hc ﬁndu?gs
revealed that Medical Laboratory Scientists often preferred to havs: information
resources in their specific fields; that tcxtboo!cs, _monographs apd _]ouma!s were
mostly used by the Medical Laboratory Scientists and that in searching for
information, they often preferred to browse the shelves to other methods of
information searching. . _ . ) )
Furthermore, Shokeen et al (2002) investigated mfpnnatlon seeking behaviour of
social scientists working in the universities located in Haryana. They reported that
most of the social scientists visit the library daily. The study equally reported that
they use information in indexing and abstracting journals, citation in articles, current

journals and books.

Method
Data were collected by using questionnaire. Questionnaire was found to be mqp,

appropriate for this kind of survey because it gives respondents enough time ¢,
independently respond to the questions asked. As at the time of this investigation, the
information gathered from the Academic Planning Unit of F.U.T.Minna showed th 4,
the population of the undergraduate students in F.U.T.Minna was about fourtee,
thousand (14,000). A total of one thousand (1000) respondents were selected for th
study, out of the total population. The random sampling technique was used to select
respondents across the different schools in the university. Questionnaire which w4
the plain instrument for collecting data was distributed to the respondents across the
various schools in the university. A total of 900 (90.0%) of the respondents
completed and returned the questionnaire. The respondents are the undergraduate.
students of the different schools in F.U.T.Minna, comprising of old and new]y,'

created schools. Descriptive statistics such as frequency and percentage tabulation
were used in analyzine the data.
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The undergraduate students of Federal University of Technology, Minna are not left
out in this questfor information scarch To acquue the techmical or technology
education needed for national development the students from this type of universitics
arc expected to be knowledgeable enough in their areas of specialization. Acquisition
of adequate man-power, skills and technical know-how is necessary for the rapid
development of individuals and the societies. With such knowledge students in
technology oriented institutions would always have current information in their
various disciplines and other related fields and could always be well informed in the
recent happenings globally. This is why it is necessary for one to ask the question,
how do the undergraduate students of” Federal University of ‘Technology Minna,
Nigeria seek for information?

Statement of the Problem

Studies have revealed that most students graduate from universities  without

adequate knowledge of information searching. This situation is disturbing especially

these days that universities spend huge amount of money to equip their information

centres such as libraries. Itis only when students know how to scarch for information

that they would eftectively use the library resources to improve their academic

performances. Based on this, it is therefore, important to determine the information

seeking behaviour of undergraduate students of Federal University of Technology,

Minna so as to proffer suggestions for improvement.

The study aims to achieve the following objectives:

5 To determine the information secking behaviour of undergraduate
students of F.U.T. Minna, Nigeria;

ii. To determine the type of information sought by the undergraduate
students of F.U.T. Minna, Nigeria;

iii. To identify the type of information sources used to seek information by
these undergraduate students;

iv. To determine the type of information technology (I.T.) facilities use in
information searching and

v. To find out the purpose of information seeking by undergraduate
students of F.U.T. Minna;

vi. To identify the problems faced by the undergraduate students of
F.U.T. Minna in seeking information.

Literature Review

Pettigrew et al (2001) defined information seeking behaviour as the study of
how people need, seek, give and use information in different contexts, including the
workplace and everyday living. In the context of this study, one is concentrating on
the information seeking behaviour of the undergraduate students of F.U.T. Minna.
That is, the way they seek, search for and use information to support their scholarly
endeavours. A well known study on information seeking behaviour of the
undergraduate students is that conducted by Online Computer Library Center
(OCLC, 2002) and was reported in the OCLC White Paper on the information habits
of college students. The objective of the study was to describe college and university
students' views of successful information delivery. The study examined such issues
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From the foregomy, there is no doubt that the undergraduate students of
opy (U, Minna are always expected lu.scc"’. for
their knowledge in their nreas of specialization. This
hat man was born innocent any

Federal University of Technol
atron that wouldup Jdate
is important because there is a universal assumption (

should actively seek knm\'lc\lpc(l’aniluntzkhl‘t‘l“'2““5)' . Nearly
The present era s the era of information and knowledge revolution. ‘ca.r Y all
information resources have increased, at times dramatically, over !hc las.t several
vears. For instance, the United States (rom 1999- 2002, books (orlgmﬂ' print) have
increased by 83% while online scholarly journals ncarly doubled from '997’20'01
(Lyman et al, 2003). Faced with increasing competition from such a major
information source as the Internet combined with patron demands, the average

aterials has increased almost fourfold,

iibrary budget that is spent on clectronic m d 2
from an estimated 4% in 1992-93 to 13% in 1999-2000 (Association of Research

Libraries, 2005). Thus, many electronic resources arc available in the library. In the
modemn society, the types of information and the media which present them have
become manifold and multifarious, offering men and women a vast selection (Fidel
et al. 1999). Regardless of which group in a human society is discussed, as pointed
out by Patitungkho et al (2005), each one bases its actions upon current information

and discards the carlier data.
“Information seeking is thus a natural and necessary mechanism of human

existencej’ (Marchionini, 1995). Wilson ( 1999) describes information behaviour as
those activities a person may engage in when identifying their own needs for

information, searching for such information in any way, and using or transferring

that information. In  another study, Wilson (2000) further stressed that information
seeklpg behaviour is the purposive seeking for information as a consequence of need

to satisfy some goal. In the course of seeking, the individual may interact with annual
information systems (such as a newspaper or a library) or with computer- based
systems (such as the web). To be more specific, information seeking behavioyr
involves or has to do with some personal reasons for seeking information by ap
:ESMdual' It also has to _do with the kinds of information which are being sought anq
199\6&')a);s ;md sources with which needed information is being sought (Leckie et aj,
s n gnngtxon seeking behaviour is usuall){ expressed in various forms, from
Bl tyg Il]’]re‘mg materials to research and. experimentation. Scholars, students ang
encyCIOpaergiacr's generally seek current information from various media such ag
Abel (2004) be Jl?:maltsh and more currently, electronic media available in libraries,
greatly increased op g‘ the frequency of use of the Internet in 1998-2000 had
members and this has t:)na &inze: tthe i nriailg Sopl o DL of the: Taenlty
of'the students too. ge extent influenced the information seeking behaviour
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Abstract

This paper highlights the results of the study of information secking
behaviour of undergraduate students of I'U.T. Minna, Nigeria. The
study population was 900 and the survey research method was used
Jor the study. The main instrument used for gathering data was
questionnaire. Descriptive statistics of frequency and percentage
tabulation were used in analyzing the data. Results showed that most
of the respondents 500 (55.6%) consult current information on recent
developments in their field and preferred browsing the Internet when
seeking information. The study equally revealed that the purpose of
seeking information is mainly to prepare for their examinations; and
Internet services, textbooks and, periodicals were mostly used when
searching for information. Majority of the respondents indicated lack
of current textbooks and journals as the main problem they face when
searching for information in the university library.
Recommendations were made based on the findings of the study.

Keywords: Federal University of Technology, Information, Minna, Seeking
behaviour, Undergraduates

Introduction

Federal University of Technology, Minna is one of the universities of technology

established in 1980s in Nigeria as a result of the need for science and technical

education at higher educational level. It was established in order to provide highly

skilled manpower for the economy and also to provide technology needed for the
development of the nation. To buttress this point further, the National Policy on
Education (1998) in defining the objectives of higher education emphasised that
higher educational institutions should pursue educational goals through:
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