
~}SH:S OIiw COMPUTEI~ IN 

CLASSIFICATION OF 

PRISONERS 

(Case study of Nigerian prisons service) 

BY 

IBINUHI JIHOH RAPHAEL 

PGD/MCS/148/96 

A project submitted to the Department of Maths/Computer 

~Clence in Partial fullfilment of the requirement for the 

award of post graduate Diploma in Computer Science of Federal 

Unversity of Technology, Minna. 

MARCl-I , 1998 _ 



CERTIFICATION 

I certify that t.hi8 work was carried out by IBINUHI .. JIMOH 

RAPHAEL in the department of maths/computer science, Federal 

University of Technology Minna, Nigeria, and has been approved as 

meeting t.he requirements for the award of post. graduat.e Diploma 

in computer science. 

Pro.iect Supervisor 

Dr K.H Adeboye Date 

Head of Department 

Dr K.R Adeboye Date 

External .Rxaminer 

Date 



ABSTRACT 

This project aims at reducing or eliminating the problems 

usually encountered in manual classification of prisoners by 

introducing the use e,f computers. 

Classificatic'n c·f pt'ison inmates is carried out te· ave,id 

contamination of first offenders by hardened criminals and 

also determine tne best training that will suit ~he need of an 

individual prisoner. 

In carrying out this study. a feasibility study was 

conducted by using fact finding techniques. These include 

interviews. observations. and review of related literature. 

Furthermore. we develop a program that will classify 

prisoners according t.o the type of offence committed. cell 

type. duration of sentence and type of training he would 

undergo. 
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This is a general purpose computer which allows for many 

users at once~ It is a smaller version of the mainframe 

computer 0 The only difference is that, . t- t-l\.- cos .... s less, has less 

storage capacity, and process data more slowly than the 

mainframe. It is used in businesses that does not require the 

capabilities of a mainframe. 

'1"
,' • 

_ fUS 15 ,3 computer that has more speed and larger storage 

capaci ty than the minicomputer. It is used to solve highly 

sophisticated problems and it serves more users at a time than 

the minicomputer. It also operates at very high speed. This 

type of computer is usually used at Banks; Government Agencies 

like NITEL, NEPA, NNPC, etc. 

This is th\~ largest and fastest and the most expenSlve 

computer we have today. It is capable of performing 10 million 

arithmetic operations per second. This type of computer can be 

used in a 'Wide variety of fields I especially in scientific 

researcnes, 

"We are all in prison" says Sir Alexander Paterson, but it 

is just a matter of degree". By this statement, he was saying 

that all of us are restricted to certain parts of the world 

geographically owing to employment, political, economic or other 



EJ1Jt trtese cond.itic)TIs a~ce circumstantial arId. trte 

victim might perhaps be quite unconscious of the circumstances. 

There is however,a difference when we consider the imprisonment 

enforced by sentence of court on . . . ..' a Clt.lzen WilO is 

convicted of a breach of the law. 

For purposes of definition, a prison is any place demarcated 

and declared as such by the law of the state created to ensure 

restraint <';lnd custody of indivic1.uals accused or convicted of 

violating the criminal law of the state. Civil prisoners as 

debtors, prisoner of war and state detainees are also received 

and kept in the prison. 

Prisons Decree No. 9 Vol. 14 of 1972 governing !~reation 

or prisons in Nigeria and section 2 (i) and (ii) or the same 

decree statRs that: 

Federal Hinister f -' . 1\~~ . o Internal Allalrs may deClare flrlY 

building or place in Nigeria to be a prison and by the same or 

a subsequent order, specify the area for which the prison is 

(ii) Every prison shall include: 

(a) "The grounds and tJ'J.ildings 1,-/i thin the prison ~:mclosure, and 

(b) Any leck-up house for the temporal detention or custody of 

prisoners newly apprehended or under remand which is declared by 

the Minister by order in the Federal Gazette to be part of the 

prIse/fl. 

(c) Subject to subsection (4) of this section, every prison 

shall be a prison for the imprisonment of prisoners of every 

iescription. 

4 



In Nigeria, we have five Classes of prisons. These are 

convict prisons, Divisional prisons,provincial prisons, lock-ups 

rynd prison camps. 

1. 3,1 

A convict prison receives all classes of prisoners. That 

is, long and short term prisoners, condemned criminals, Female 

Prisoners, etc. 

1, 3,2 

This type of prison only , ,. 
00-,-U5 persons sentenced to 

imprisonment under two years. Prisoners sentenced to death or 

imprisonment above two yea.rs must be transferred to a convict 

This can hold prisoners with long or short sentences where 

accommodation,law, and departmental directives allow. 

1. 3,4 

These are usually located at places having a. court, and it 

holds prisoners serving not more than 3 months. 

1, 3.5 

These hold prisoners that are first offenders or sta.rs who 

are nClt of sophistica.ted type. These prisoners are sent to camps 

to S8rve their sentences under conditions not from 

their conditions before conviction and separate them from evil 

influences common in the prison yard where different classes of 

prIsoners are kept. 

However, due to the sophistication of criminals nowadays, 

prisons was modified and regrouped int.o the following types; 

5 
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S8curlty. 

Classification of inmates is the bedrock for a successful 

retraining and reformation of p~isoners. Classifications is the 

much desired treatment of the inmates which is also one of the 

main objectives of imprisonment in Nigeria could be achieved. 

Classif ic~ati()n t8 the separation of classes of prison 

inmates according 1:.0 such criteria as age I sex i race r 

criminality, ability and capability for the purpose of designing 

some programmes for their treatment according to the needs. 

The majn aim or classification is to prevent the 

cOD.termin.atton c;f gc)od pristJners by t.he ba{j t")nes ,: facilitate 

training and treatment of prisoners and to maintain discipline 

at all time in ~he prison yard. Effective classification can 

only be achievod with the use of computers. Experience has shown 

over the years that manual classification of prisoners as being 

done now IS tedious I tj,me consuming and ln some cases very 

difficult or impossiblB to accompLlsh, With the use or 

computers, classification would be made easy with less paper work 

an.a time I wD.ile irtformation got thrC}llgh the 118B of cornpllt.ers 

would be more accurate and reliable. Individual prisoner would 

btl moniton~d and assessed more effectively with the use of 

computers. 

Tn order to achieve this objective I the use of computers 

will be introduced in our prisons where an incoming prisoner 

would be documented and also monitor his response to his new 

6 



environment and training In the yarn. That ~~, LL will enable 

various reformation processes. 

Th.is project w-ol-k aims primarily at improving the 
,..,... . 

BIIlclency 

of classification and training of prisoners in our prisons using 

computers. 

C13ssification has tremendous benefits not on.ty to the 

individual prisoners involved. but also to the prison authority 

and the larger society. 

This study will be carried out in such a way that it will 

not jeopardise the security arrangement in the prison yard. As 

security agents, we are not allowed to divulge certain sensitive 

information about. our job I but we will make sure that I no 

relevant information needed to make this study complete would be 

left out. 

7 



The objective of imprisonment at the early stage r..f: 
vl. 

evolution of prison up tf) the early part of 1940 was mainly 

punitive. But from the latter part of 1940 to the present time, 

emphasis has shifted to reformation of offenders. It is widely 

acclaimed opinion that no meantngful reformation of prisoners can 

be realized in Nigeria prisons without proper and effective 

classification of offenders. 

The principal reason for classifying offenders is to ensure 

that those who had criminal records do not have bad influence or 

poIlllte the stB.r prlSC1ners or first~ offenders~ Apart from 

classifying prisoners, prison cells are also classified 

acc:(}ra ingl:{ +,..,. 
'. \.1 ta.ke care conaemned criminals, 

awaiting trial male, female prisoners, Armed Robbery suspects, 

politicAl jptainees, lifers and lunatics. Reformation of inmates 

will be a farce without a proper classification of prisoners. 

Every reformation/rehabilitation institution . " 
Sn01llG normally 

identify t.he D8eds of offenders before it can embark on any 

tangible activity. One way of doing this is to 
. . ~ 

C~.la_SSlr;l 

prisoners according to their problems and needs. 

As earlier '''' salu, classificatic:n is the process 

observat jon and documentation of inmates, in which security 

requirements and the needs of the individual inmates in the area 

of treatment and trajning are assessed and given an order of 

priority; so that the allocation can be made to that prison best 

suit8d in receiving the prisoner. 



That IS, tne best way of achieving effective ... ' ~ . .' 
Cl8.SS1I1Cr3.r.1C)D 

for training should be to classify and send various categories 

of prison inmates to special prisons so built for their class. 

Schedule are! SUb-section (4) of the prisons decree No. ? 

or 16th April, 1972 provides that; 

"the classes of prlson inmates t- ."'"\,,-­
J..Vl.. the 

training of any class or prisoners or for any other 

purr-'oses I that. the ~1i.rlistt3r· ()£ Internal Affairs ma~T try' 

order in the Federal Gazette appropriate any prIson or part 

... • .. , .. ' , ? 

tf:.8 class ~o WDlcn any prIson, or par~ or a 

prison has been appropriared may lawfully be conveyed 

thereto and imprisoned therein, whether or not the warrant 

or order for his imprisonment has been issued by a court 

jllr i. St1 ict iOfl :in +};~ 
'._" .. 1 "_ place where is 

efff)T.t ()I retrairling and rehabilitatic)n cif tr18 inma.tes j man,}' 

provisions were made accordingly in various Acts and Legislation 

f:::)r the s~3paratJ.()11 (Cla.ssjfica.tiOD~) elf p·risons ID.mates. For 

exa~ple! the prisons Ipgislation and Act of 1960; prisons Act of 

1972 (Section 2, SUb-section 4); chapter 159 of the laws of the 

federation of Nigeria, (1958 edition - volume 1 \ • 
.L I I 

. . arlO prlsons 

Act, CAP A 366 of 1990; all made provision for the separation of 

prisoners on ground of sex, age and criminal history" 

Classification was equally asserted by Alan Milner, a 

British lawyer and writer vv'ho .. "note a book on "Nigeria Penal 

systern" I Page 230-231; 1972) f vJr18rl 118 saj_c1 that; "the statl.ltc;ry 

9 
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.. ' ,. , .' 

Cl.aS~31:1CaL~On 
.... . .' 

al10Ca L l()ll of short term prisoners 

18 months) called form S.C.F.l and dossier for prisoners serving 

sentences over 18 mC)Dtrls! form S.C:.F. £: ("¥lakefield Lect'UTe 

manual for senior prisons officers on prlson management 

CtJltrS e .: 1980; . Not quite long after these forms were designed, 

each region introduced training teams comprlslng an Assistant 

Governor or Governor. and a principal officer. 

These teams proceeded to the prison staff college in April, 1968 

to make themsAlvRs thoroughly conversant with the dossier. The 

main objective of the training was to achieve a good system of 

slassification and treatment of inmates. Part of the training 

been given to the teams was how to observe and document inmates, 

irlcl i \l ij.ua 1 irllTiat e a re as ses s ec1 in t hp O.r ea of t rea t meD t auG 

t~~ining so that the allocation c~n be made to that prison best 

suited to deal with that inmate. 

Classification and treatment -' . () I 1 nrrl ate s seer as 

a nat ter- rUles regula.t.i.ons, m' lDe Un i. t 8el 

res () 11). t ~ tJ n s (; r t.l-l ~ min i rn 1.1 In r 11 J ~j S I () r t l~ eat. IT! ~3 1'1 t C) I P r 1 son 8 r s 

provides that member Nations should try as much as possible to 

implement its provisions on these two important areas. Sections 

8 of part 1 or IDe general application of the rule states as 

priSC)flS ()y I)a.rt of insti t1Jtions taking accou.nt c;r their 

S8X / a98 i crimin.3.1 recc>ras! the legal reaS()TIS felL -CDei.;: 

c1pt ent iC~D .3fld the n.ecess i ties of thei r t rea tment I! G 

Although, this universal provision on classification ana 

11 



treatment of offenders may vary from one 
, . , 

CUi L1Jro,.l 

anC}tru?l- clue to some Ob\lious reasons I an attempt is Tu3C8ssa.ry 

here. Not only shall different categories of prisoners be kep~ 

separate, but this should be backed up with suitable reformation 

further states that-

those who, by reason of their criminal records or bad characters, 

68-"To c1ivic18 the prlsoners into cla.sses in circler 

facilitate their treatment with a view to ensurIng their SOCIal 

69- n Separate instit1.ltion or separa'L€ sectioI1S of ·3D 

institution shall be used for the treatment of the different 

Since the concern of this study is the use of computers in 

:ce fc}rmat ion! attempt WIll be made to define 

Bspecia.l1 y' as goes haDel In nana with classification. 

treatment of prisoners sentenced 

in order to establish in them the will to lead 

S 81 f - StIPPC)I t inC} life after 1.11e 1 r 

f'Tograrnn18S 

respect and develop their sense of responsihility. 

Ci\TEC,,')RY OF CT.ASSJFICATION 

Th@ objectives of classification include: 

To prevent contermination of good prisoners by the bad ones, 

facilit~te training and treatment of prisoners 

12 



dis:lpline in the yard at all tImes. 

In carrYIng out Ifl8se objectives, .. ' .. ' " 

ClaSSI!~catlon ~~ 

categorised for effective implementation. There are two types 

~.. ' .. ' .' 0: ClaSSlIICatIOn, 

C~()n\-- i c ted and 

c 1 ass i fie a t i. ;-;:--t < 

sentence of the courts, such orders include: 

~. Imprisonment with hard labour. 

11.1. 

1.! , , LJE!.<3r.n .. 

-r r, Cl 
,_ ':'l.~; 

VI. For debt (dehtors). 

t118 (;()'..rernc>r. 

VII. Sentence to be determined auring the president's (Head 0: 

State) pleasure~ 

viii.As civil or criminal lunatic. 

classificatIon can also be based on the offence committed, Some 

or these offenses include: 

a. Manslaughter/Murder/culpable homicide. 

'-.. .. 

'-...1. < 

2. Forgery/impersonation. 

r. Fighting and causing injury/Public disturbance. 

g. Cheating/Break of trust. 

n. EGing in possession of property suspectea to be Stolen 

I Idleness/Loitering/Wandering. 



J. Negligence of duty. 

k. Abduction/Kidnapping. 

1. Violation of Native law customs (Marriage), 

m. Drugs offenses, et~-

Classification can a150 be based on the type of vocational 

training available In a particular prison. These include: 

1 Carperlt r j,": 
. , . .. 

.L. 
~"n"-{ 
r~A :..1 ~_,,_ JOInery wor~snop, 

Fibre/Mat weaving. 

Blacksmith workshop. 

a. Leather works. 

~ f"' . 
.i. \./ -

. ':"1. -

1 " - ...... !. 

'1 ::. 
J....1.J. 

Rarbirlg . 

Painting/Decoration. 

C~a.terirlg . 

12 Needle work. 

19 Basket maKIng. 

2C. Soap and pomade ma~lngf etc. 

\/c)cat iC;11a.l training IS the t)b j eet i \les 

Since not all long termers may respond to training 

1 /1 
.L-:r 



Particularly the ordinary class (Hardened criminals), Ages a~d 

, • -- ,.." ... "', -1-.... '1 -"":l ~- ~ ~ ~ - .... .-. .~ e ~ -. "- r-, 1.-~ ~~.l, ••••• ~. ,'~ r:, ,;~ l' ""~"l "'. '~"~ '? ""1.~. lnter€-tst ()I an Ifl r]l\'l(l1J.r:t,..L t() _!.-~-;'-_(1..1i ,.:1. LldU' _i.e; t.,\J i. ... "': _ _ '",_,-, _ <>:--. r_,:. 

along while allocating prisoners tc workshops. 

classification during the allocation should be emphasised if th~ 

is 

AvailAbility ~f training types in a p3rticular prison depends on 

A) , This study , C 
.1.0 red1.lcing c>r eliminating tht? 

difficulties encountered jn classifying prisoners by introducing 

the use of computers in our prisons. 

B) It als(; emphasises the importance of training the prison 

inmates in order for them to acquire a trade through effective 

classificatif)Il ~ 

t~vent~lal rehabilit.a.tion~ 

the security system in a prison yard. 

It :;. s common knowledge that if offenders are classif j.tJ0 

according to their age, sex, social needs and criminal records, 

treatment and correction would have two types of classification; 

a} Institutjolial classificatic>n; This entails building special 

houses for cBrtain classes of offenders. 

b) Internal classification which involves mapping out certain 

parts of prison for certain classes of offenders. 

According to John Irwin (1980), an ideal correctional 

instit'ltion primarily organised to rehabilitate prisoners would 

15 
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int er act llJil 

tna.t hardened 

there IS riC: 

,"l<-C'~ 
} .. J...L .-;-> '_ 

offenders if they stay together. Though the argument m3Y ~e 

S :."J cl11 O. .Ot1 L 

saying the fact that 
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, . , 
(J.1SC)"\fJDeo .. 

-:.. -,.- ,',. :.:-:;. .-' 
'. J • .!.. ;!' :._~. c.~. 

_. ~ - -, ., ., -' , ., 
.1. .~ '-' ';:; '~-. _:. :.. .£ 

charges of culpable homicide 

COD.;::: IflUC·U.S 

those imprisoned 

i--.. -. 
j.je-

process 1.- . 

.u61rLg 

irresppctive of ag0 ana experience. One should also CODSloer t~e 

effect of group en individual's behavIour. Experience has also 

. ' ,.... .. . . ...' caTegorIes or prIsoners can DB {rainen In 

different trades. 7he trainable ones can only be spotted out 

w~ere proper classification -; c 
1. .;) 

SOClologlca~ atIribuIes of all institutions like the prison is 

that Irs inITIates 

Socialization is t~e learning of socIal values, norms and IdBas 
, .' ~ , ~ group or organlsaIIon WDlcn are '. ...'., 

lTl"Lf3rna 11 ze;J 

and which guide the individual's ~ ~ , " ~ nsnaVlour In ~ne 

group and institution. 

In the prisons, inmates sc>cial CC)O e s 1::;nl:~r.:. 

guide and regulate their hehaviour. There is alsc the existence 

of inform?l organisations among ~nem. Some of the provIsions of 

inmates social codes are in contrast wlth the prisons sta -. ~,:'f .:.. .. 1·:;: 

Inmates are socialised on these codes. 



, ~ "1 
'./-i ..L 1. i.. 

" , 

prJS0D In~c a crIme 

centre. But with prnper classification of inmates, tnlS can be 

aver~ea or minimized where complete aversion is not fossible. 

In as much as the eXIstence of informal organisation WIt DIn a 

formal organisa~ion can be useful in the management of 

II properly han~le~, It can also militate against the attainment 

0 7 the crg3nis2tional goal. An example of this can be seen from 

toe study of some industrial workers by Homans (1950 and 1954) 

3S was documented by David Silverman (1978). This study reveals 

~nat man comes to this orgenisation as a SOCIal beIng with needs, 

an(l :.:3.};:es all Cippc;r t un it}"f t G become intimate vlt th c)thers anc"i 

acceptable to IDem. His productivity in the organisation and 

perceptIon of the organisations goals are mainly guided by the 

groups perception. 

If this situation IS further likened to inmates relations 

in the prisons, it is possible that the situation where hardened 

criminals and first offenders share the same cells and have 3 

governing rules, the behaviour of the first offend2rs wil~ be 

surely influenced. 

ugly system whereby the hardened criminals will have an upper 

hand over the fir8t offenders and will dictate to him how to 

react to the custodian staff and traIning 

offenders life is also in danger should he attempt ~v resist any 

of the hardened criminals move to socialize him. A situatj.f)D 

like the ?hove which actually occurs in our prisons COUiC be 

avoided witt proper classification. 

institlitions and the day to aay management or such institutions 
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CHAPTER THREE 

A feasibility study is carried out in order to gather enough 

This provBd to be a useful method of 

finding out all necessary information for the systematic analysis 

and subsequent desjgn of the proposed automated system. 

The feasibility study was ...... -. :~~ 
l 0'-_- i...,. findin~;j 

technic-I1JeS stlch as int~}rview, ()bservations and. a review of 

research efforts already carried out in the past by different 

authors in the area of classification. This is related to the 

present activities ,-;., 
\, J.L the 

classification system lS being handled. 

Using all available information, it made it easy to create 

a data base management system. This DBMS involves a series of 

programro~ th~t will control inflow of information necessary for 

classification purposes. database structure which 

The gatekeeper reC18ves all incoming prisoners. 

e(-~ch pr isoner . . "" ... ]s accompanlSQ DY 

a duly signAd W8rr~nt or order from a court of law. Furthermore, 

he sees to it that the person admitted is the one named in the 

warr~nt or order; the crime, sentence and date of conviction aI~ 

recorded th0~eini and that the warrant or order bears the 

signature of proper authority; that the name of .. ..... . 
eaen aGIHlSG1.fJIJ .. 
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. :J :' 

\, '-" i 

-.. ::''-' 
._,: .... _i.! 

~t the a~r0 100;2 (with the gate keeper) . 

The r2cord office \Wlt~ recora clerks). 

~~ec:;;::pti(in 
" . 

aCJ.mlSS1~Jn 

(d) Before the medical officer. 

At the Chief warder's office. 

The first two stages have already Deen axplained. 

Section 9 of th~ prison standing 
, 

c>raer provides that 

every new prisoner must be seen by a special committee of prison 

r r • 

(1T r leers caLLen thE'! admiss ion board wi thin 24 hCHJTS of 

arrival into the prison. The board comprises of the following: 

1. Officer in-charge(Superintendent) of the prison who is the 

Chairman of the board. 

iii. Other interested senior officer. 

lV, The Chief wardnr. 

v. The welfare officer or his representative. 

"if; 
'" 1.. The medical officer or repres0ntative. 

Interview is conductod here to know more about the prIsoner. 

confirmed; and he will be informed of his rights; privileges and 

obligations in the prison. He is also informed of his right to 

receive visitors and to communicate with his friends including 

his lRgal advisers. 

Also, th~ wards and cells of the prIson are allocated to 

p:ri~;c'ners strict ly in accordance with the prison regulations 

rRgarolng classification. Tht? stlpt~rinten.(ient will alsc> mak.B 



regerding each prisoners 
, . 

ernp 1. Q ~rfn8 n. t 

on n]s occupation before conviction and criminality The 

ultimate is to train prisoners in skilled trades by drilling tte2 

through the theory and the practical of the trades along with the 

skill test 

Prisoners are also train8d to ~cquire work habit. 

All prisoners admitted and convicted are taken before +1.0 ,_ i.!. ';:-

prison m8dical officer, who will give instructions regarding age 

GrIff .1 0 'b()1.1r . He will ensure no convicted person admitted is 

put to labour until such time he has been medically examined ana 

that any prIsoner with contagiou8 disease is separated from the 

rest2 

The Chief Ward0Y IS responsible for carrying out the 

in~;t r·~lc;t. ic}ns/ (~r)fYUTients ()f th .. -;~ SlJper int.~?-rlti€~Tl t ,~r,"1 1 ....•.. . '- -'. 

a~a workshop a prisoner is allOCAted. 

serVIces, pomace anrl soap making worKsnop, weaVIng works; 

Each Workshop has at least a professional prison staff 1n-

He makes periodic assessment of each prisoner in his 

wor~snop to the superintendent in charge of the prison. He makes 

r0~nmmendation fOT an inmate to sit for the trade test 

examinations, anrl also monitors the behaviour and response of the 



-::1,.,,-1 
t .... ,!..!.· •••• 

the ~nmstes lS very important as he works closely with them. 

a:n1' 

t7 ~ ,-
':.i . ...:.. ~~ 

reformation process ~he prisoner shoul~ unas!go It shouli b2 

that, the prison a~thoyity have e~atorate 

., ,-.,-;.-
l.. 'c_' L neiL ::; i ~ 

,:"'l.l... _:. 

carry fines or JaIl terms as som~ arranses ~~~e muroer, armed 

.j, .... 

j. 

training pr0gramm0~ 

prc)blems inherent in the manU<3.L 

classifi~atjon of prisonprs. Foremost, there is no laid down 

I)rCH~8du.r8 T.(i fCjl1tJW ill t.rta O.ssessment and . .' ,. 
mOnlL.Orlr~g (iI 

tRchnology. The manual system is prone to a lot of problems and 

inadeqlJa.C ieE; 

- \ dJ It involves ~ lot of p~per work. We have over 124 books ~n~ ;_~ . ..i _i. \..~ 

forms we use in the prison. This has equally lead to duplication 

of records, while filling in new se~ af re~ords a~ each stag p 

ana making extension manually tedious and sometimes 

b) Assessment of inmates IS basad mainly on human judgement 

which may be error prone or give room for favouritism. 

storage and it can easily be destroyed unlike when information 

IS stor~d on ~ diskette. 

OJ Th0Y0 IS no proper organisation in the way the inmates are 

classified and monitor. 

24 



Warra~ts are usually kept in -. , 
I1.LB cabinets which makes it 

lor any unauthorised persons to read the documents. 

Prison's documents concerning inmates can serve 0 US8IUl 

offices or other Government '. . 
.=J·PI=:()lIll,ments. 

eliminat~ these inadequacies of the manual system. 

The solutions to the manual classification system involves 

designing and hopefully implementing a computer information 

prIsons ana for caGY accessibility. That is, the systsm must be 

create new records for an incoming prisoner, LO 

aRlses (remove) existing recorrls when they are no longsr needed. 

The autc~IT~;-1te(l system h~-ls fac.ili t.ies that wtll allow fc~r 

sfnooth ,-' {Jper a t.l (.ins .. The , ' ~ 

t~C\n)plll.eI·lzea 

a; SpBt~d_ IlP r3\~C:P'SS tCl c1f1.t1 avail.ability of d.at.a. f)I an inma.te 

ouplicated, 

human errors. 

c) Create and maintain a detailed file for each inmate. 

The computerised classification system would be designed to 

eliminate the need to do all classification work manually while 

at t.he BaTl18 time ensuring that accurate record are properly 

maintained. The system would be ~ble to take care of the tasking 
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CHAPTER FOUR 

This programme is written uSIng dBASE III plus- It is one 

of the leading database program. Database is a collection of 

related data about an organisation serving as a 

simple and complex database applications. 

This program is written to accept among others, the name or 

thp tYP8 of trainins the prisoner will undergo bearing in mini 

his and duration of sentence. 

This IS possible as dBASE III plhs has the advantage or 

allowing the user t~ interact with his data through menu 

command~ called dot 

c()mrnaTidE~ (l.i.Tf~c:tl·i wit:h(j~Jt lJsing tr}e fl1en1.l fac}.lit.iBs7 It is a 

powerful and flexible system capable of organising, analysing, 

sloring prjnting data from our database and retrieving 
. ~ . . . . IDrormaZlon on a mlrrocompu~e~. 

.. .. .... " 
prQg~am aevRlopen nas the attributes of a 

ThR program nas neen tested and found to be performing according 

IS understandable without 

:.~c~mf>le.xitl" : 



The new system is deslgned. to be much mClre reliable and. 

than the old system. The s~{stem accept,S datEt 

concerning each prison inmate in order to determine the cell type 

and the type at training he should undergo. 

Because of the facilities offered by dBase III plus 

query language system, the user is able to interact with the 

system. The system specifications ancl requiremeT:~t s -;-- ,--~-
11 \_, l_ 

aJlow for errors while in use. The system also makes it possible 

to generate sev~ral reports ~mong which are date of convictioIl, 

The llseT ()f + h,.-::. 
,_ l-} L, 

system havA no problem as the system is working perfectly. 

irregularity or the system can he rectified easily while 

It fact installation i)f the n~3W 

automated system is much more than the cost of maintaining the 

old system. Before the new system can function effectively. We 

need a microcomputer and a printer in oach of our prisons. The 

i-i300 i GOO ~ For thesR machines ()perate effectively; 

a dust proof room with .. 
C;oollng system and constant 

Prisons that are l()c;ated in areas wi th 

irreY'llar pOWAr supply or places without electricity has to he 

provided alternativp source of electricity. The cost of a 

2.5 Kv generator is between Nl00,OOO - N3GO,OOO rtepending on the 

28 
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CHAPTER FIVE 

The new computerized system has a number of advantages over 

ma.rnJal systern. The new system creates an 

classifying prisoners, while inmates response to training will 

DC effectively monitored. 

It WlJ.L a.1SC) 
.... • 1 

e1.1Wlnr~."Ci! th{~ 

different stagBs as in the manual system. 

Access to information is fast ana nor cumbersome. The new 

to the records as these will he stored . , 
llslng coaes ~ The 

ji5k~ttes IISPQ in storing the information are portable and easy 

to store for a long period of time. 

The new system has some limitation in terms or the scope of 

application and availability in the prisons. 

Foremost is the cost of a microcomputer with a printer. The 

cost of buying these machines may be too high for the prison 

authority to contemplate. For example, in Niger State alone, WE 

havp seven prison yards. By the time we think of thR cost to 

cost will be enormous. nut, it is suggested that, the prison 

so that the effect won't he felt so much. 

Another probl~m is thA fact that the computerized syst0m IS 

:i0 



f"le·8G. tc 

~ ~i~ht software has to 

~he new system requirps .1-""-':.: 
-. ,~ 

reduced, and this will obviously strengthen the security of such 

Pr·()p€~·r classific:3.tjc)n of offenders will also fostel~ the 

likE~ this i it. will 

ar:icli.ng .' 

seC:llri..ty JIl the prisons~ This IS because, with proper 

classification, hardened criminals with prpvious records will 

he intensified while In:;.nC}T c)ffeT!d~"?rs 
• .,... 1-

Wll.l u8 in separate 

CHll.S. 

th0 work of prIson personnel. 



comp~ete overhaul of the classification syscem will be dene while 

lmmense benefit lTIrna.t~:s I 

..... L.ne 
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St ()T8 n __ of_kiIT! t tJ ~·ln_._of __ .kin_ 
Store pid to Mpid 
Store off c to Moff c --- --
S~ore court_s to Mcourt_s 
Store Space(3) to Mdur_s 
store t cell to mT cell 

~-

Store date s to Mdate_s 
store reI to mrel 
@1,1 To 23,73 Double 
set color to gtr 
{32,25 Sa-y "FEDERP-:.L REPlJBLIC~ elF N GEF:I~A,. To<ia.y! s Date H 

@3,15 Say "NIGERTAtf PRISONS SERV CES .r1"1Itft{A - NIGER STJ~TE'! 
@.3,63 say date() 
(~4!2 t() 4,77 

@5,5 salT !'Serial N(;: n get mc __ no 
RE~~[) 

IF Jv1C N()=nXX}::\X}~" . OR. t-1C l'lO=nx~{~:xxx!! 
RETt}RJ{ 

EtfDI F 

@5,45 Sa.1' "Name;H (3et. name 
@7,.5 Say~ fITribe:" Get Tribe 
(f}7,:28 Say 'tNa.tionalit.y:" Get nat 
i~7155 say "State:" get state 
~~9! 5 Say· "Home A~cl\jress: ff (Jet h_~adc11 
;'29,5:] say "Rel:"get reI 
@lO,19 Get h_add 
@lO,50 say "Date Convicted" get date_s 
@13 f 5 Sa)?' ffC}CCUp; tI Get ClCCUP 

@13:" 31 Sa.)! qNext-c)f-kin; fI Get n ___ of_J{im 
@ 15 ;:' S ,3 )07 t, P h ~{ . 1 d : It Ge t pi tj 
@ 1 7 I:) Say "0 f fen c e com:" Ge t 0 f f _ c 
@15 I 31 Say "court Sent;" Get court __ s 
(?IS,60 Say "Dura sent:" Get dur __ s 

. . -
S~?t COlor I.e} r 
~p17;" 30 say· tlC~el Ty·pe H !Jet. T cell 
tg17 ; 49 sa_}' tl~T.a ning Tl'''pe tt get train 
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(~23 i 32 say "Edit Nenu, , ,l! 

set color to 
en(ji f 

replace 
Replace 
Replace 
Replace 
R.c~place 
Replace 
Replace 
Repla.ce 
Replace 

Name with MNAME 
+- " '- r l.DB Vii t.h rotribe 
nat. vl i t h f¥1nat 
h add with Hh acla -
h add! with Mh addl --. 
occup with Moccup 
n of kin with Mn_of 
pi d \.vi th f<lpicl 
off_c with moff_c 

':-- i l""'\ 
J\.....!...ll 

Replace court s with Mcourt s 
Replace date_s wltn Mdats_s 
End.d.t) 



Set Date British 
Set Status Off 
Set Safety On 
Set Scoreboard Off 
Set Talk Off 
Clear All 
Use inmate 
store space(6) to mc __ no 
Do While .t. 
@1,1 To 23,78 Double 
set color to g+r 
@2,25 Say "FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA Today's Date" 
@ 3 , 1 5 Say " N I G E R I A N P R ISO N SSE R V ICE S , 1'-11 N N A - N I G E R S TAT E " 
@3,63 say date() 
@4,2 to 4,77 
set color to 
@5,5 say "Serial No:" get mc_no 
read 
locate for c_no = mc_no 

IF MC_NO = "xxxxxx" .OR. MC __ NO="XXXXXX" 
clear 

RETURN 
endif 

if found() 
clear 

@5,45 Say "Name:" 
@5,51 say name 
@7,5 Say "Tribe:" 
@7 ,11 say Tribe 
@7,28 Say "Nationality:" 
@7 ,41 say nat 
@7,55 say "State:" 
@7,61 say state 
@9,5 Say "Home Address:" 
@9,18 say h_add1 
@9/50 say "ReI:" 
@9/54 say reI 
@10/19 say h_add 
@10/50 say "Date Convicted" 
@10,64 say date_s 
@13,5 Say "Occup:" 
@13/11 say occup 
@13/31 Say "Next-of-kin:" 
@13 / 42 say n_of_kim 
@15,5 Say "Phy.icl:" 
@15,12 say pid 
@17 /5 Say "Offence com:" 
@17,17 say off_c 
@15,31 Say "court Sent:" 
@15/42 say court_s 
@15,60 Say "Dura sent:" 
@15/70 say dur_s 
set color to r 
@17/30 say "Cell Type" 
@17/39 say T_cell 
@17/49 say "Training Type" 
@17 ,62 say train 



@19,5 say "Remarks" 
@19,12 say rem 
set color to 
set color to g~r/* 
@23,32 say "View Menu ... " 
set color to 
ELSE 

CLEAR 
SET COLOR TO W* 
@10,10 say "No Such Number Exist" 
SET COLOR TO 

ENDIF 
ENDDO 

replace Name with MNAME 
Replace tribe with mtribe 
Replace nat with Mnat 
Replace h_add with Mh_add 
Replace h_addl wi th Hh __ addl 
Replace occup with Moccup 
Replace n_of_kin with Mn_of kin 
Replace pid with Mpid 
Replace off_c with moff_c 
Replace court_s with Mcourt_s 
Replace date_s with Mdate_s 
Enddo 



Set Date British 
Set Status Off 
Set Safety On 
Set Scoreboard Off 
Set Talk Off 
Clear All 
Use inmate 
Do While .T. 
store space(10)to mrem 
store space(6) to mc_no 
Store Space (25) to Mname 
Store Space(10) to Mtribe 
Store Space(2) to Mnat,mstate 
store space(12) to mtrain 
Store Space(20) to Mh_addl 
Store Space(20) to Mh_add 
Store Space(10) to Moccup 
store Space(10) to Mn_of_kin 
Store Space(lO) to Mpid 
Store Space(10) to Moff_c 
store Space(10) to Mcourt_s 
Store Space(3) to Mdur_s,MT_cell 
Store ctod(" I I ") to Mdate s 
store space(l) to mrel 
@l,l To 23,78 Double 
set color to g+r 
@2,25 Say "FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA Today's Date" 
@3,15 Say "NIGERIAN PRISONS SERVICES ,MINNA - NIGER STATE" 
@3,63 say date() 
@4,2 to 4,77 
set color to 
@5,5 say "Serial No:" get mc_no 

READ 
IF MC_NO="XXXXXX" .OR. MC_NO="xxxxxx" 

RETURN 
ENDIF 

LOCATE FOR C_NO =MC_NO 
IF FOUND() 

@21,15 SAY "Duplicate Record is NOT Permitted ... " 
@22,15 

WAIT 
CLEAR 

LOOP 
ENDIF 

@5,45 Say "Name:" Get Mname 
@7,5 Say "Tribe:" Get MTribe 
@7,28 Say "Nationality:" Get Mnat 
@7,55 say "State:" get mstate 
@9,5 Say "Home Address:" Get Mh_addl 
@9,50 say "Rel:"get mrel 
@10,19 Get Mh_add 
@10,50 say "Date Convicted" get mdate_s 
@13,5 Say "Occup:" Get Moccup 
@13,31 Say "Next-of-kin:" Get Mn_of_kin 
@15/5 Say "Phy.id:" Get Mpicl 
@17,5 Say "Offence com:" Get Moff_c 
@15 / 31 Say "court Sent:" Get Mcourt __ s 



@15,60 Say "Dura sent:" Get Mdur_s 
set color to r 
@17,30 say "Cell Type" get MT_cell 
@17,49 say "Training Type" get mtrain 
@19,5 say "Remarks" get mrem 
set color to 
set color to g+r/* 
@21,19 SAY "Enter (XXXXXX) To Quit" 
@23,32 say "Adding Menu ... " 
set color to 
Read 
Append Blank 
repl name with mname,tribe with mtribe,nat with mnat 
repl c_no with mc_no, state with mstate,h_addl with mh_addl 
repl h_add with mh~add,rel with mrel,date_s with mdate_s 
repl occup with moccup,n_of_kim with mn_of_kin,pid with mpid 
repl off_c with moff_c,court_s with mcourt_s, dur_s with mdur_s 
repl t cell with mt_cell,train with mtrain,rem with mrem 
Enddo 

replace Name with MNAME 
Replace tribe with mtribe 
Replace nat with Mnat 
Replace h_add with Mh_add 
Replace h_addl with Mh_addl 
Replace occup with Moccup 
Replace n_of_kin with Mn of kin 
Replace pid with Mpid 
Replace off_c with moff_c 
Replace court_s with Mcourt_s 
Replace date s with Mdate s 
Enddo 



CLEAR 
SET COLOR TO 
SET TALK OFF 
SET STATUS OFF 
SET SCOREBOARD OFF 
SET DATE BRITISH 
DO WHILE .T. 
@1,1 TO 22,75 
set color to w+/Gr 

r=l 
do while r<25 
@r,l say repl(chr(247)+chr(247),78) 
r=r+1 
enddo 
set color to 
SET COLOR TO W+/B 
@3,26 SAY "FEDERAL 
@4,17 SAY "NIGERIA 
@6,27 SAY "M A I N 
@6,55 say date() 

REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA II 

PRISONS SERVICES, MINNA, NIGER STATE" 
MEN U" 

@8,27 SAY" CODE TASK" 
@10,27 SAY" A 
@12,27 SAY" V 
@14,27 SAY" E 
@16,27 SAY" R 
@18,27 SAY" Q 
set color to 
1=0 
SET COLOR TO r+/BR 

ADD RECORD" 
VIEW RECORD" 
EDIT RECORD" 
REPORTS" 
QUIT" 

@23,27 SAY "Please Enter Choice" 
SET COLOR TO 
DO WHILE 1=0 
I=INKEY( ) 
IF UPPER(chr(I))$ "AVERQ" 

EXIT 
ENDIF 

1=0 
ENDDO 
DO CASE 

CASE UPPER(CHR(I) )= 
clear 

DO PRISON 
CASE UPPER(CHR(I))= 

DO VIEW 
CASE UPPER(CHR(I))= 

DO EDIT 
CASE UPPER(CHR(I))= 

DO PR2 
CASE UPPER(CHR(I))= 

CLOSE DATABASE 
CLEAR ALL 

ENDCASE 
ENDDO 

QUIT 

II A" 

"Ell 

"R II 

"Q" 



clear 
SET STATUS OFF 
SET SCOREBOARD OFF 
SET TALK OFF 
SET SAFETY ON 
SET DATE BRITISH 
set device to screen 
r=O 
CLOSE ALL 
DELETE FILE TYPE,DBF 
USE INMATE 
SET COLOR TO /*W 
@l,l SAY "Sorting Please" 
SET COLOR TO 
Sort on nat to type 
CLEAR 
use type 
r=60 
DO WHILE ,T, 
if r>50 
@3,17 SAY "NIGERIA PRISON SERVICES NIGER STATE COMHAND" 
@4,15 SAY "(DURATION SENTENCE AND TYPE OF TRAINING",)" 
r· "'0 say date() 

3 SAY "Serial No," 
;.::v,14 SAY "Name" 
@8,28 SAY "Tribe" 
@8,35 SAY "Nat," 
@8,40 SAY "State" 
@8,48 SAY "Dur_Sent" 
@8,59 SAY "Cell" 
@8,65 SAY "Training" 
r=9 
endif 
do while .not. eof() 
@r,3 say c_no 
@r,14 say name 
@r,28 say tribe 
@r,35 say nat 
@r,40 say state 
@r,49 say DUR_s 
@r,59 say T_cELL 
@r,66 say TRAIN 

skip 
r=r+1 

if r>50 
exit 

endif 
Enddo 

ifeof() 
wait 

return 
endif 

Enddo 
close database 
return 



clear 
SET STATUS OFF 
SET SCOREBOARD OFF 
SET TALK OFF 
SET SAFETY ON 
SET DATE BRITISH 
set device to screen 
r=O 
CLOSE ALL 
DELETE FILE TYPE.DBF 
USE INMATE 
SET COLOR TO /*W 
@1,1 SAY "Sorting Please" 
SET COLOR TO 
Sort on nat to type 
CLEAR 
use type 
r=60 
DO WHILE .T. 
if r>50 
@3,17 SAY "NIGERIA PRISON SERVICES NIGER STATE COMMAND" 
@4,15 SAY "(DATE CONVICTED AND OFFENCE COMMITED REPORT .... )" 
@4,70 say date() 
@8,3 SAY "Serial No." 
@8,14 SAY "Name" 
@8,28 SAY "Tribe" 
@8,35 SAY "Nat." 
@8,40 SAY "State" 
@8,48 SAY "Date Conv" 
@8,59 SAY "Off-Comm" 
@8,69 SAY "Court-Sent" 
r=9 
endif 
do while .not. eof() 
@r,3 say c_no 
@r,14 say name 
@r,28 say tribe 
@r,35 say nat 
@r,40 say state 
@r,49 say date_s 
@r,59 say off_c 
@r,72 say court_s 

skip 
r=r+1 

if 1'>50 
exit 

endif 
Enddo 

if eof() 
wait 

return 
endif 

Enddo 
close database 
return 



SET DATE BRITISH 
SET STATUS OFF 
SET SAFETY ON 
SET SCOREBOARD OFF 
SET TALK OFF 
Clear All 
Use Inmate 
Do While .T. 
@l,l TO 23,77 
@2,25 say "FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF NIGERIA Today's Date" 
@3,15 say "NIGERIA PRISON SERVICES, HINNA - NIGER STATE" 
@3,63 say date() 
set color to gtr 
mc_no=space(8) 
mname=space(25) 
mtribe=space(10) 
mnat=space(2) 
mstate=space(2) 
mtrain=space(12) 
mh_addl=space(20) 
mh_add=space(20) 
moccup=space(10) 
mn_of_kin=space(10) 



l~ I GER I f\;~ 
FE/) EfUdj R EfT B LIe C1 F 1'; I G EfU A Today's Date 

STinE 19/01/97 rEr 50;,;5 SER'."rCES ,:-lINhi\ ;C;IGEl( 

Serial No: PR0012 
!~clJTIC JOHN DAVID 

Tribe: EDO 
State:; ED 

Home AdJre:s3: NO j BENIN ROAD ReI: C 
Date Convicted 01/02/92 

;\(iBOR 

OC;(;Up: FARt-iER 

Phy. id; TALL/BLAn: NAGISTRATE Dura sent 2 

Offence com: RAPE Cell Type Trainjng Type HOODh'ORK 

Remarks NOT BAIL 

------ - --------= A J d i Ii g 1·k Ii U ••• =._=c."'_-o_=_"'."'_=-=-=_-=======================~ 

• c :·1 I E . 
i-l. 1d ., 

CODE 

-....... " . 

E 

.:. .:. •• - - ¥ c • 

.:; ........ ~- .-

.:. .:. """ .;. . .;.. .:. . - ...... 
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