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Abstract

This study focused on recency nd murilation OftjdctorsJ "(/feeling use aflibrary by the
undergraduate students of twd TUnilll!isities j N:diztJG en! '(I .ige"ia 1It tfoptedJa
descriptive survey design and h"d IJpulativwfiJf F;'32ruMe.pglfirdnatelsiJldents
from two elected federal univeisiiies' (J:1dtJ/(; ent. aT, ·'{Jenia.T, 'he.1S#ldYI used
proportionatetstratified random sa rjJJ~!fJgetec;b· 'lJ1Ue (J{, ",p/~(Rf)OI u deign ddate
stadents. Fivet hundred -~5t10J-'( tipieSJ ojj lfUestitJ l1iair8vwlUBldistbib. tedl,aiu((jour
hundred ana twenty nine (lI~9j eturned; eJ1N'SeJitil'IJ a l1eturnlltatejJ/l(K6%! 'rhecdata
collected were '(Inplysed 'using desd /;pt~ &tidistksfoffJeJHJlfnWges- S' Hielbas ean aild
standard dev.iati'Otlfnequency. "II 'dlieiSiiomrlul for ea chj qUl/stiunslon hl!tJl:gh

three was bas d) 'On whethetl 'h imeats coree atu8t'WllS IJHletl 'Ita 'OKllnbavelrthe
criterion Imean 'alue of:J.'56.berldl flndr.1i fh. 'fi iI{~gs ifJ 'hets rP!L1IB..1I aledl (dithe
use oflibraryresources amo.:gIJ .' de. ~ ,:duat stt,den ' 81iiti .e/~do iitili· liD/wi
library.resouroes: negati ~/y' fjfectJ utrdflYgnll'liluotetsttitde'ntSl usefo!i!l;bn(lt'y. (het IIl.dy
also revealedtlun the librdeies st ilieO IrllVB£1IQ rpfotokdatBite'Xtbduks ailj/1'Our als 'lit

have Internet.facilitiesl Pi 'l!11 .,IIthe/sl! .,dy recommeMedlthtati lib ary. man(lge.me:nt
should .sounce ifund~ from: ariou elevels. 'o.f:rgllvernmenti andi non--gllvernmenial
organisation in order to eqilipllh ltibraries 'with lcuVJentett!XJtba'Oks'(journals (1M

. internetfacilities in the two fill'illeislti'eS in North-cent a't}f,igenia.
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I TRODUCTION
Universitiesare important institutions that provide conducive learning environment for
individuals.They are referred to as centres where individuals are trained to acquire basic
researchknowledge and skills in different fields of human endeavour. Universities
worldwideneed specific tools necessary for improvement and development. They are
usuallyseen to have played an important role in the increase of social, economic,
scientific,and technological manpower development of any nation. It is well known that
universities provide much. needed skilled manpower through training that help to
developvarious sectors ofthe nation's economy.
Oneof the targeted aims and objectives of many universities is to impact learning,
teaching,research knowledge and community services which are needed for nation
building.To support this view, Eze and Uzoigwe (2013) stressed that one of the major
objectivesof universities is to promote scholarship, research and learning in various
fields:In order to achieve the! set up goals of the universities, there is need for universities
toestablishwell equipped Iibdaries, with huge collections of both print and E- resources
thatwill enhance students andifaculty members' performance on learning and research.
Itisalso important that resources should be adequate in these libraries.
Academiclibraries are very-necessary when establishing universities. They are usually
an integral part of the university system, since they support the goals of their parent
institutions.They are mostly.located in the heart of the universities, and their aim is to
provideusers with conducive Jearning environment and resources that will enhance
their intellectual performance, They encourage instructing; learning and research
exercises of both studehtst and faculty members of the universities. Oyewusi and
Oyeboade,(2009) defined.university library as the scholastic heart of the university
frameworkand its essenc ' .s 'to. provide students and faculty members with necessary
material and enabling .environment that support instructing, learning and research
exercisesin the universities, <
Therefore.for any universi [ibrary to stand the test of time there is need for acquiring of
sufficientlibrary resounces.to attract students and lecturers who are mostly the primary
patrons. ,
Utilisationof library and-its esources are usually important variable in determining the
effectivenessof services P evided by libraries. A better understanding oflibrary use and
its resources would mak i'D' aries, improve in acquiring of resources and service
deliveryto their users. Therefo e, it is necessary for university libraries to have adequate
andavailable resources for its users. It is a well-known fact that availability of
informationresources can impnave use of library and its resources.

Furtherrnore,Jibrary poiicies.could also encourage students to frequently use the library.
Thatis to say that if library policies.are user friendly, students' patronisation of the
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library and utilisation of its resources will be highly enhanced. Library .policies are setof
guidelines and controls that guide the utilization and operations of the library. These
policies are considered and approved by the university management. The policies
normally enable the university librarian achieve the goals of the library. Okoro and
Udoumoh (2007) stated that library policies are set of rules having the compel of law.
recommended by an authority, identifying with the activities ofthose under the power's
control. •
Also, policy such as mutilation is a very strong policy that strengthens the resourcesof
libraries, and this is why it is one of the factors that can encourage students to use library
resources. Maidino and Zainab (2012) observed that there have been reports of loss.
theft, fraud and mutilation in libraries every day. In order to curtail such physical abuses
on library resources particularly books, a campus- wide policy on mutilation shouldbe
designed. This policy should be applicable to users, who intentionally leave library with
resources without passing through due processes.
Another factor that could encourage the use of library is recency of information
resources. Recency of library resources is also necessary for adequate use of library
resources. Library resources that contain current information attract users to libraries.
Resources with latest trends, current issues and invention in a specific field of human
endeavour are what users demand for. Students prefer using current materials both in
print or electronic format, especially when doing their assignments and conducting
research work. Mbofung (2003) stressed that the nature of the research thesis is to a
substantial degree subject to Ihe quality, amount, recency of resources counseled and
cited. Thus, information resources such as journals, books, newspapers, Internet
services should be made available in the libraries. Journals usually contain current and
updated information about a particular field. In view of this, Enakrire and John (2012)
stated that, the use of journals for diverse purposes, include the storing and repackaging
of the content of information in it to buttress their research as they carry the most recent
information. However, it should be noted that, university libraries that do not have recent
materials are likely to negatively affect the students' use of the library and its resources.

l t..

Therefore, for a university library to be worth callinga library there is need. for its
resources to be fullyutilised. Results from several researches and personal observations
have shown that there is a low usage of library and its resources by undergraduate
students (Awojobi, 2004: Eze and Uzoigwe, 2013). This situation has become
worrisome, because adequate use of library and its resources is very essential for
completion Mundergnlduate studies by students.
It is based on the above statement that the researchers decided to investigate recency and
mutilation as probable factors affecting use oflibrary and its resources.
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tatement of the Problem
Universitylibraries usually support the objectives of universities by providing adequate
libraryresources that enhance the intellectual performance of undergraduate students.
Universitymanagement usually allocate adequate financial resources in order to equip
theuniversity library. Unfortunately several researches have revealed that there is low
usageof'Iibrary resources in university library.

Preliminary investigations by the researchers revealed that provision of recent
information resources usually attract students to make use of library resources.
Unfortunately, from the researcher's observation it is not so in most offederal university
librariesin orth central, Nigeria despite the financial resources allocated to them. It is
theretorenecessary to empirically decide the actual variable responsible for low use of
libraryand its resources. Such knowledge is necessary in order to embark on appropriate
measuresto improve the student's level of library use and its resources to protect the
future.In the light ofthe foregoing, this study investigates recency as factor affecting use
of resources by undergraduate students of two selected universities in North Central
Nigeria.
Objectives of the study
Theobjectives of the study are to:

I. Ascertain the frequency of library use by the undergraduate students of the two
universities in North-central, Nigeria.

2. Determine the effect of mutilation library resources by the undergraduate
students ofthe two universities in North-central, Nigeria.

3. Find the effect of recency of information resources on the use oflibrary resources
by the undergraduate students' in the universities studied

Research questions
Thestudy was guided by the following research questions

I. What is the frequency of library use by the undergraduate students of the two
universities in North Central Nigeria?

2. What is the effect of mutilation oflibrary resources by the undergraduate students
of the two universities in North Central, Nigeria?

3. What is the effect of recency of information resources on the use of library
resources by the undergraduate students in the universities?

LITERATURE REVIEW
Inrecent years, university libraries across the globe have become more useful in the area
of providing enabling environment and provision of adequate resources for the benefit
of the undergraduate students. However, these resources have not been fully utilised.
Severalresearches conducted in the area of use of library and its resources could not
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profound solution for underutilization of library resources. These studies intend to
identify recency and mutilation of library resources as the major challenges for
underutilisation. In view of this, Onifade, et al. (2013) revealed that university libraries
must make sure that the resources within their libraries are well utili sed as this is
essential for better performance of undergraduate students. Effective utilisation of
library resources is very important to undergraduate students especially the law students
who need a lot ofliterature to satisfy their information needs.

Ekwelem et al. (2014) conducted a research in NnamdiAzikiwe Library, University of
Nigeria, Nsukka. The study shows that many of the respondents are under study andare
mostly 200 level. The study further revealed that a large part of the students used the
library to a large extent because of lack of space and table to study. This signifies that.
students usually visit the library for reading of their notes and pleasure. These studies
discussed low use of library and its resources but they did not state the effect of low use
oflibrary resources by undergraduate students which is the gap this study is trying to fill.
Another factor necessary for students' use of information resources is the recency of the
resources. Recency of library resources is very paramount for every library to survive
the test of time. Therefore, any library without current and recent information resources
is said to be redundant. Students, especially the final year students usually visit library in
order to consult current and up to date information resources for their academic work.
This is why, Iwara (20 15) recommended that, the Institute of African Library ought tobe
overhauled as far as getting recent books, latest j ournals and varying media materials to
make it most referenced library with a specific end goal to meet the information needs of
the Institute of African Studies Researchers. Along these lines, information resources.
for example, journals, books, daily papers, Internet services ought to be made accessible
in the libraries. Similarly, Quadri, .Adetimirin and Idowu (2014) in their study on
availability and utilisation of library electronic resources by undergraduate students of
privates' universities in Ogun State, revealed that up to date e-resources should be made
available to the library users at.all times to satisfy their information needs.
It is also necessary for libraries to establish policies that will enable effective utilisation
of library resources. Ayoung, Boatbil and Banbil (2014) in assessing awareness ofthe
existence of security policies for polytechnic libraries in Ghana, librarians of all selected
Polytechnics clearly indicated that their libraries did not have any form of written library
security policies. They further stated that common security breaches identified include
book theft, non-book return, mutilation, intentional mis-shelving and Impersonation.
Through multiple ticking, 72% of respondents said security breaches could be attributed
to theft and book non-return, 70.8% attributed it to mutilation, 69.2% said it was
intentional mis-shelving and 13% felt it was impersonation.
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Inviewof thi , Inyang, Usang and Ayanlade (2014) in their study showed that a greater
proportion f the subjects above 70% indicated that mutilation of library books and
materialhave effect on library services, 81% of the students agreed that mutilation
denielibrary users of lending services, 82% were of the view that it discourages library
users torequest tor such books and materials.
Theabove tudies discu sed the importance of having a policy on mutilation as well as
itsgeneraleffect on library use. However the present study intends to investigate the
efTectofmutilationpolicy on use of library among undergraduate students.

RE R H TH DOLOGY
forthepurpose of this study, descriptive survey research design was adopted. A total of
11.732 undergraduate students for the population from two selected federal universities
In north-Central igeria. The study used proportionate stratified random sampling
techniqueto sample 500 undergraduate students. Five hundred (500) copies of
que tionnaire were distributed and four hundred and twenty nine (429) returned;
repreenting a return rate of 86%. The data collected were analysed using descriptive
statisticsofpercentages as well as mean and standard deviation frequency. The decision
ruletorre earch questions one through three was based on whether the mean score value
w 1 werthan or above the criterion mean value of2.50 bench-mark.

R ~
Table 1:Demographic characteristics ofrespondents

Profile Frequency Percentage (%)
oi er ity
nilorin 234 47

FUTM &95 39
OTAL 429 86
Gender
Male 295 69
female U4 31
TOTAL 429 100
Fuultiet
Arts W3 24
Social sclence 1:31 31
Engineering 01 31
Education 64 14
TOTAL 429 100 ----- -
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Table 1 shows the breakdown of the copies of the questionnaire returned. The Table
shows that 234 (47%) copies of the questionnaire were returned from University of
llorin and Federal University of Technology Minna returned 195 (39%) copies of the
questionnaire. The General response rate was 86% success. However, the table
alsoshowed that 295 (69%) of the respondents were males, while 134 (31%) of them
were females.
Furthermore, reveals that 131(31%) ofthe respondents being the majority were from the
Faculties of Arts and Engineering respectively, 103(24%) ofthe respondents were from
Social Sciences, while 64 (14%) of them were from faculty of Education.

Table 2: Frequency of library use and its resources
SINo Statements SA A D SD

(4) (3) (2) (1)
x o

2

T v isit the 99 51 59 120 2.21
library daily (27.80%) (11.80%) (13.70%) (46.70%)

[ visit the 96 52 120 200 2.01
library twice a (22.30%) ( 11.80%) (27.80%) (46.40%)
week
r visit the 266 53 44 54 3.26
library thrice a (61.70%) ( 11.80%) (10.20%) ( 12.50%)
week
I visit the .51 54 50 293 1.63
library once a (11.80%) (11.80%) (11.60%) (68.00%)
month
[ visit the 83 55 63 275 1.76
library once a ( 11.80%) (14.60%) (63.80%)
semester (19.30%)

1.29

1.18

1.07

1.05

1.17

3

4

5

Key: SA (4) = Strongly agree A (3) =Agree D (2) = Disagree SD (I) = strongly
disagree,Mean= x
Standard deviation=o
Table 2 revealed that out of the tive items listed for students to indicate the extent they
make use of the federal university libraries and their resources in North -central Nigeria,
only one of the items yielded high mean score of 3.26 which was above the 2.50 mark on
the 4 -point Likert scale with the statement; 1visit the library thrice in a week. A \I the
other four items produced low mean values below 2.50, these items include item I: I
visit the library daily (x =2 .•21); item 2: 1visit the library twic e a week ( x =2.01); item
4: I visit the library once a month ( .r = 1.63); item 5: I visit the library once a semester (
.r =1.76).
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Ie3: The extent that library policy on theft and mutilation affect use oflibrary
urees

S 0 Statements x o

Charges
posed on
Li brary theft!
replacement
of library 265 140 7 17 3.52 0.99resources 61.3% 32.4% 2.0% 4.3%
discourage
my use of
library
resources

2 Charges on
mutilation of
library 272 140 3 14materials {)3.0% 32.4% 1.1% 3.5% 3.56 1.1
scares me
away from
using library
resources

3 Expulsion of
students from
university
when caught 213 156 6 54stealing 49.3% 36.1% 1.7% 12.9% 3.23 0.96
library
resources
affect my
librar use

~y:SA (4) = strongly agree A (3) =Agree D (2) = Disagree SD (1) = strongly
ragrce Mean= x
andard deviation=o

)Ie3 reveals that three items were listed for students to indicate the extent policy on
ft and mutilation affects student's use of two university libraries and all the three
TIS listed yielded high mean scores of3.52, 3.56 and 3.23 respectively. These items
lude item 1: charges pose on library theft! replacement of library resources
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discourage their use oflibrary, item 2: charges on mutilation oflibrary materials scares
me away from using library resources and item 3: expulsion of students from university
when caught stealing library resources affect their library use, showing that policyon
theft and mutilation negatively affect students use of federal university librariesin
North-central, Nigeria.

Table 4: The extent that recency of information resources affect use of library
resource

SINO Statement SA A D SD x (J

(4) (3) (2) (1)
The library has 36 121 168 104 2.2 0.90
up-to-date 8.4% 28.1% 39.4% 24.1%
textbook for
my assignments .

2 The library has 71 62 180 116 2.1 1.01
current journals 16.6% 14.4% 41.8% 27.2%
for my research

3 The library E- 142 158 41 88 2.82 1.10
resources 32.9% 36.7% 10.1% 20.3%
contains current
information
resources.

4 The library has 163 156 50 60 2.98 1.02
internet facil ities 38.2% 36.3% 11.6% 13.9%
for online search
of current
resources.

5 The library has 86 33 229 81 2.28 0.99
current 20.4% 7.7% 53.1% 18.8%
encyclopaedia
that enhances my

.
academic work.

Key: SA (4) = strongly agree A (3) =Agree D (2) = Disagree SD (1) = strongly
disagree Mean= x
Standard deviation=o
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From Table 4 the students' responses shows that out of the five items listed on the effect
of recency on students' use of federal university libraries in North -Central Nigeria: two
had high mean scores which were above the 2.50 bench mark on 4 -point Likert scale.
These items include item 3: The library E -resources contain current information
resources ( .x=2.82) and item 4: the library has Internet facilities for online search of
current resources ( .r2.98). These were the ones with high mean scores showing that
they assist students in getting current information resources, while the other three items
produced low mean value below 2.50, showing that recency of library resources in
federal university libraries in North -Central Nigeria negatively affects students' use of
the I ibrary. These items were item I: the library has up -to-date textbook for my
assignments, item 2: the library has current journals for my research and item 5: The
library has current encyclopaedia that enhances my academic work producing mean
values of 2.20, 2.10 and 2.28 respectively.

DISCUSSION
Table 2 revealed that the use of library by the undergraduate students in North-Central,
Nigeria is low. The low level of the use ofthe university libraries by the undergraduate
students is as a result ofInternet facilities available to everybody including the students.
This finding is similar to that of Onwudinjo, Ogbonna and Nwadiogwa (2015) who
revealed that the use oflibrary by law students is relatively low.
Table 3 showed that charges on mutilation oflibrary materials scare students away from
using the library resources as well as expulsion of students from university when caught
mutilating library resources. All these penalties affect students' use of library as
indicated in the study. Probably, this could be why students prefer to use their mobile
phones in browsing and searching for information and some ofthem borrow textbooks
from their colleagues to read and study for fear of being expelled from the university.
This result agrees with the findings ofInyang, Usang and Ayanlade (2014) who revealed
that majority ofthe respondent agreed that mutilation policy reduced the availability and
access to library materials and a greater proportion ofthe students agreed that mutilation
policy denied library users oflending services.
Table 4 revealed that libraries studied. had no up-to-date hard copy textbooks and
journals for students' researches and assignments. However, availability of Internet
facilities, online and e-resources with current information resources help students in
their assignments and researches. This result agrees with the findings of Oriwudinjo,
Ogbonna and Nwadiogwa (20 15) who revealed that there were no current and up to date
resources in the law library; hence there was need for the provision of current and
relevant law resources so as to improve researches.
Conclusion
Based on the findings of the study; it could be concluded that recency and mutilation of
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library resources are important variables for effective use of library resources by the
undergraduate students in the two universities in North-Central, Nigeria. Therefore, itis
very important for university libraries in North-central, Nigeria to improve in the areas
of provision of current information resources and review of mutilation policies. Once
these issues are adequately addressed, it is expected that the use of library resources
among undergraduate students inNorth-Central, Nigeria will tremendously improve.
Recommendations
Based on the findings ofthe study, the following recommendations are hereby provided:

1. Library Management should endeavour to provide funds to acquire up -to- date
resources especially textbooks andjournals.

2. Library Management should also try to enlighten student about the importantof
library use.

3. Policy on Mutilation should be reviewed so as to increased students' use oflibrary
and its resource
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