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knowledge in different areas of human
existence. University education system in
Africa and specifically Nigeria is developing
and advancing both in number and absorption
of technologies into its teaching, learning, and
research processes (Osman and Kwafoa,
2020).

The university libraries on the other
hand are the nerve centres of the institutions
have equally joined the universal trends in
providing information to their users with the
aim of enhancing teaching, learning and
research that go on in the institutions and also
meet up with the global bandwagon in
researches (Ukachietal. 2014).

Research as a concept is a persistent
search for solution to an identified problem or
new knowledge. In the same vein, Peel (2020)
asserted that research is an investigation
undertaken in order to discover new facts and

get additional information. The purpose of
research i1s to discover answers to questions
through application of scientific procedures.
The main aim of research 1s to find out the truth
which is hidden and which has not been
discovered yet. Though, each research study
has its own specific purpose. Research i1s of
great significance which cannot be
overemphasized because it remains the only
continuous process through which human
society from different stages followed and
develop. Human progress and development
especially in our contemporary information
society was attributed to research (Blaikie and
Priest, 2019).

In this study, research is regarded as
postgraduate students' theses and dissertations
writing which serve as a basic requirement for
the award of postgraduate degrees in any
discipline. The presentation of good theses and
dissertations of postgraduate students to their
schools depend on the use of information more
particularly the electronic information
resources. Similarly, Electronic information
resources according to Daramola (2016)
consist of information resources provided in

electronic formats such as: e-journals, e-books,
online databases, e-theses and e-dissertations,
electronic conference proceedings, electronic
technical reports, electronic reference
documents, CD-ROM databases, Online
Public Access Catalogues (OPAC), and
computer—based electronic networks.
Electronic information resources usage for
research in the study refers to the utilisation and
exploitation of electronic information
resources with full extent for getting required
information for writing projects, theses and
dissertations. The electronic information

resources usage offers access to authoritative,

reliable, accurate and timely access to

information that might be useful for research.

In similar note, Abubakar etal. (2017) asserted

that electronic information resources usage has

gained prominence in universities across the

globe and many postgraduate students are

availing themselves of the opportunity to

exploit these resources to access relevant,

current and updated information for theses and

dissertations writing.

The bottom-line of all the activities and
collections in the library is the effective and
efficient usage of the resources by library
patrons. To achieve this, responsibility rests on
the librarians to continually investigate the
perception, attitude and proficiency of the
patrons particularly the postgraduate students
with regards to making use of electronic
resources that are available in the university
libraries.

Perception is the way of conceiving the
technology either positively or otherwise, the
way one takes in technology through one's
senses. Perception according to Oriogu, et al.
(2018), “is the set of processes by which an
individual becomes aware of and interprets
information about the environment. It is also an
inner disposition towards electronic
information resources, or individuals with an
outcome that is either positive or negative”.
Perception of the postgraduate students toward
electronic information resources is their
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feelings, vision, sensations and understanding
with regards to electronic information
resources at their disposal. The way
postgraduate students perceive electronic
information resources in the library
determines its value and rate of utilization
(Abubakar, etal. 2017).

Another variable that can influence

the use of electronic information resources is
attitude. Attitude is complex mental state
nvolving values, beliefs and disposition to act
in a certain ways. It is a mood and a stance
toward a technology. Attitudes are ways that
people think and react to a technology or
something. According to Aiyebelehin, et al.
(2017), attitudes are reactions, retorts, bias,
fears, and responses about technology or
something. Postgraduate students' attitudes
toward use of electronic information
resources simply refers to the postgraduate
students' positive or negative reactions or
responses toward exploring electronic
information resources. Attitudes represent the
conceptual value of these technologies in the
minds of students. Positive attitudes are
fundamental in implementing new
technologies. This means that positive
attitude prompts action while a lukewarm
attitude results in negligence or lack use of
electronic information resources for research
(Massoro and Adewale, 2019). Universities
use considerable proportions of their budgets
to provide this technology for their students so
as to assist the students in their research and
learning process, as such the students need to
be proficient.

Proficiency is the set of skills and
competencies needed to find, retrieve,
manage and use electronic information
resources. It is the state of being skilful and
competent in the use of electronic information
resources. In the same vein, proficiency
according to Abba and Adamu (2019) refers to
ability or skills in operating or using Internet
services and resources for academic activities.
In this regard, postgraduate students with a
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ates of Electronic Information

wide range of knowledge, skills and
competencies are more likely to use e-
resources than those without skills because
use depend on the skill and knowledge level of
information users. Owing to information
explosion, it is, therefore, expedient for
postgraduate students to be proficient because
searching for books in a card catalogue is
gradually giving way to searching for
information through the Online Public Access
Catalogue (OPAC). Levels of proficiency may
vary among higher education students
entering universities.

Effective exploitation of electronic
information resources goes hand in hand with
proficiency. This means that postgraduate
students that are proficient are likely to
maximise use of electronic information
resources whereas, those without proficiency
may end up underutilising electronic
information resources or be in frustration and
lack of confidence because use depend on
proficiency. As such, proficiency can
influence use of electronic information
resources. In support of the above statement,
Anyim (2018) opined that proficiency enables
the users to make effective use of the different
types of electronic information resources and
lack of proficiency among users might lead to
underutilization of digital library resources.
This means that due to lack of proficiency to
navigate various e-portals, databases and
other e-resources, users may conclude in their
minds that the library has nothing valuable for
them. Therefore, this would lead to frustration
and may likely affect their overall
development. Therefore, this study attempted
to determine perception, attitude and
proficiency of postgraduate students as
correlating factors to the electronic
information resources usage for research in
universities in North-west, Nigeria,

1.2 Statement of the Research Problem
Development of Information and
Communication Technologies which came
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Relative Effect of Perception, Attitude and Proficiency Level of the
its and the Electronic Information Resources Usage for research

" Unstandlardized coeflicients

B Std. Error
(Constant)  30.047 2.462
Proficiency -.134 018
Perception  -.141 036
Attitude 043 029

Unstandardized Rank t Sig '
coefficients
Beta (p)

12203 060
0.309 b
0.177 7 3859 o
0.066 7 1472 A4

Dependent Variable: electronic information resources usage for research,

Looking at the individual
contributions from table 2, it can be seen that
proficiency made the utmost contribution (B =
0.309, p < 0.05) which is significant to
electronic information resources usage for
research. Followed by the postgraduate
students' perception (B = 0.177, p < 0.05)
which is also significant respectively, in the
prediction of electronic information resources
usage for research in universities in North-
west, Nigeria. The highest predictor of the two
1s proficiency (B = 0.309), before perception
(B=0.177).

However, attitude (B = 0.066, p .05) is
non-significant predictor of electronic
information resources usage for research in
universities in North-west, Nigeria. This
finding corroborates the findings of Awujoola
and Abioye (2023) revealed that independent
variables (Institutional Factors, Legal Factors
and Ethical Factors) have relative effect on the
dependent variable (Consortium Building
Readiness). The finding is in line with the
findings of Akande (2009) who reported on
relative contribution of the independent

variable (perception of preservation of

information resources) made a significant
contribution to the prediction of the
dependent variable (library personnel's
attitude towards preservation of information
resources with Beta = 0.232; df =507; t =
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3.616, P<0.05). Whereas, independent
variable (Knowledge of preservation) does
not make a significant contribution (Beta
=0.042; df = 507; t = 0.651, P>0.05) on the
dependent variable (library personnel's
attitude towards preservation of information
resources). This shows that knowledge of
preservation is not a significant predictor of
library personnel's attitude towards
preservation of information resources in
Nigerian federal university libraries.

Conclusion

The research established that the
varied indicators of perception, attitude and
proficiency level of the postgraduate students
have significant joint effect on the electronic
information resources usage for research in
universities in North-west, Nigeria. From the
findings, the study revealed that there is
positive composite effect of perception,
attitude and proficiency level of the
postgraduate students on the electronic
information resources usage for research in
universities in North-west, Nigeria.

However, Looking at the individual
contributions of independent variables on the
dependent variable, proficiency made the
utmost contribution which is significant to
electronic information resources usage for
research followed by the postgraduate
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