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ABSTRACT

As Nigeria marks her fifty-two years of independence, ‘this giant of Africa’ with a
population of over 140 million, is blessed with abundant mineral, material,
human, and financial resources. With many of these resources yet untapped, there
are numerous challenges confronting the nation which include abject poverty, low
standard of living, low rate of economic growth, corruption, imsecurity,
unemployment, over-dependence on petroleum products and foreign goods and
inadequate power supply, among others. The present state of insecurity and
incidence of petty and serious crimes in the country has direct bearing on the
issue of unemployment among the youths in Nigeria. In order to tackle these
problems, certain programmes and policies have been adopted by successive
governments. These include National Economic Empowerment Development
Strategies (NEEDS), Nigeria Bank for Commerce and Industries (NBC), *
National Direcorate of Employment (NDE), National Economic Reconstriction
Fund (NERFUND), Poverty Eradication Programme, Small-Scale Industry
Scheme (SSIS), Structural Adjustment Programme (SAP), Operation Feed the
Nation (OFN), Green Revolution (GR), State Economic Empowerment and
Development Strategy (SEEDS) Local LEconomic Empowerment Development
Strategy (LEEDS), Centre for Entrepreneurship Development (CED) and Youth
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Information CO!nHumicnt:‘z?c;lil; va]momic dcvclo;-m:ent. Entrcpreneyrship and
the necessary skills, o ,ccbz_zlrlo.ogy can pro:wde a plqtfo'rm' for mculcati_ng
should }J!‘epb 6 Hw;n o lv;,‘n ilities {md creative capabilities in youtl.ts which
employers of labour Th{unc z,o‘n well in business and become self-reliant and
Ly L’nabh’ng em.)iro;t pa;;u therefo‘re re;ommends that governmen‘t should
Sotbops, gt ument for forezgn mvestmfmt,_ transform agricultural
! provide adequate power supply, encourage indigenous entrepreneurs fo
expand their markets in order to employ youths, revive textiles and other
mmutf{churing industries and strengthen the existing ones’ and also take
proactive measures on the issue of insecurity as well as provide affordable ICT
mfrastructural facilities to run business centres. If these are properly put in place,
the paper stresses an affordable and enabling environment would have been
created for both the indigenous and foreign investors to make Nigeria their
destination thereby creating more jobs for the teeming youths. '

Introduction

In Nigeria efforts have been made by successive federal governments to create jobs for
the teeming youths by initiating and adopting programmes and policies‘ such as
National Directorate of Employment (NDE), National Economic Reconstruction Fund
(NERFUND), Small-Scale Industry Scheme (SSIS), StrucFural Adjustment Progljam-me
(SAP) Operation Feed the Nadon (OPN), Green Revolution (GR), Pov.erty Eradxcathn
Programrrie(PEP), Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), Ne_ltlonal Economic
Empowerment Development Strategies (NEEDS), .State Economic Empowerment

1 ent Strategies (SEEDS), Local Economic Empo_werment Development
Deve OPm EEDS), Nigeria Bank for Commerce and Industries (NBC), Peoples Bank
?lzr];teg;fu(th Ente’rprise with Innovation in Nigeria (YouWin), and Centre of

E neurship Development (CED), among others (Oni, 1999; MacBride and
ntrepre

Ayerhan, 2008). _ e
merous efforts made by the fed.eral governmen.t and in Follfa o‘rano;
local OV erﬁment and other private and publlc' organisations, arc\i .
with state ar}d . investors, initiating programmes and pohces.geared towards
partnering v_v;th fo;elger; \th generation, majority of the youths are roaming the streets 1rT
wealth creation an g certificates. This has posed a serious concern to th_e nation as
search of jobs with theu‘iC _oblems confronting it it became apparent to dlSC-()\'eI' :m‘d_
one of the socio-econoén c1}t)ion that will ginger the development of tl}e natu_m.. Thlb
pursue the kind of £ in‘cy pmpclled the government to link the National policy on
necessity fggos:]\i;?tf il;:]lf-cmpl”ymcm (Ezekwesili, 2006).
Education
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enhancing a sustainable national economic development. Entrepreneurship and
Information Communication Technology can provide a platform for inculcating the
necessary skills, innovative abilities and creative capabilities in the youths which should

prepare them to function well in business and become self-reliant and employers of
labour.

Conceptual Clarifications

This section attempts to clarify some basic concepts in the discourse in order to provide
a sound platform for an informed discussion.

According to Okosun and Habu (2002), the term entrepreneurship is derived from the
French word ‘entrepreneurship’ meaning undertaking tasks in a production process.
The word entrepreneur may be defined in terms of specific functions which the

entrepreneur performs or in terms of characteristics or activities generally associated
with the entrepreneur.

His rich & Peters (2002), says that an entrepreneur is someone who redeploys people,
material, money and coordinates the process necessary for efficient large scale
industrial trade development. The entrepreneur in his entrepreneurial activities can
bring about increases in production, create employment, income, facilitate rapid growth

of micro, small, medium and large scale enterprise to reduce poverty and hunger
among the people.

Meredith (1983) view an entrepreneur as a person who possesses the ability to recognise
and evaluate business opportunities, assemble the necessary resources to take
advantage of them. An entrepreneur, due to the open market operation, consistently
discovers new markets and tries to figure out how to supply those markets efficiently
and make a profit. He searches for change, respond to change, and expand change by
converting change into business opportunities (Bukola, 2011). Enterpreneurship is a
dynamic process of creating incremental wealth (Adebayo, 1999). The wealth created by
individuals who assume the major risks in terms of equity, time and/or career
commitment or provide value for some product or service. The product or service may
or may not be new or unique but value must somehow be infused by the entrepreneur
by receiving and locating the necessary skills and resources. In the process of creating
something new with value, devoting necessary time and efforts are involved, coupled

with financial, psychic and social risk with resultant rewards of monetary and personal
satisfaction and independence.

Osuala (2007) argues that, this is a clear manifestation of effective manipulation of
human intelligence as demonstrated by creative performance, which he seeks to find

out how best graduates can convert their education to intellectually productive
ventures in order to bring out the best in them.
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Gbaje : -

Sudi a(szoole). sees Inf-01:mat10-n Communication Technology (ICT) as a set of technologies
- radio, television, video DVD, telephone (fixed and mobile) satellite systems,
omputer and network, hard and software, video conference, electronic e-mail,

automatgd transfer machines and the like. All these are used to transmit, store, create,
share or exchange information.

According to Akinyede et al (2009), ICT remains specialized tool in the enhancement of
economic livelihood of the poor and there is no thought of questioning its relevance or
potential benefit for Nigeria as one of the developing nations, highly interested in
participating effectively in the emerging information age.

Aina (2004) defined ICT as the “technology used in handling, acquiring, processing,
storing and disseminating information”. ICT can play a vital role by helping to fill the
gaps in local remote access to vital resources, and enabling individuals to elevate
themselves in terms of wealth creation.

Information and Communication Technology (ICT) is the }.)roc'essing and mainlcnanlcc
of information and use of all forms f)f c.omputers, comrpumcahon, nclwgrk and moblllc
technologies. Information, communication tech.nology includes all mccllm m'n}.)lnyudl }l.l
transmitting audio, video, data or mulh'medla such as cable, :qnto.lllllc, fnbwl optics,

: dio, infra-red, Bluetooth, Wiffi), Network technologies include, Personal
AEICAERE PAN), Campus Area Network (CAN), Intranet, Extranet, Local Area
Acea Network | Wide’ Area Network (WAN) and the Internet. Computer Technologies
stk HATH ble media such as optical discs, disks, flash memories, video books,
inelule a]lvremOY’at rs, interactive electronic boards and continuously emerging state
multi-media pmJL]C (io ’5 etc. These technologies have. Information thal is not reserved
Uy i dnr P'(s:f)ialiiaorr?b& rather communicated among users. 1CT applied to teaching
use in 1

for d access to knowledge and improved productivily.

enhances delivery an
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their own needs” which is surely the standard definition when judged by its
widespread use and frequency of citation. The use of this definition has led many to see
sustainable development as having a major focus on intergenerational equity.

The role of Information and Communication Technology in Job Creation for the
Youths for Sustainable National Economic Development in Nigeria

Information and Communication Technology has played a tremendous role in
empowering the youths to acquire general educational knowledge required for self
employment, and this can help individuals in job creation and wealth generation which
can be attained when they are equiped with practical skills necessary for self-

employment in all occupational sectors and thereby  revamping the business
environment (UNDP, 2003).

Information and Communication Technology (ICT) has become obvious in the on-going
education reforms, such that the dream of being among the 20 top economic nations in
year 2020 and achievement of MDGs NEEDs has implications for educational planners.
The Curriculum of Information and Communication Technology must be developed to
meet learner’s need of practical skills for self-employment rather than seeking for job.

If an individual or a nation is to be economically, socially and industrially independent
then practical skills in ICT are needed to foster technological and industrial growth
rather than producing a large workforce looking for white collar jobs. However, Ubaru
(2009) acknowledged that knowledge and skills go hand-in-hand and they help to

develop not only knowledge but practical skills relevant to local needs for self
employment and wealth creation for others.

Osunrinde (2002) observes that there is an emerging new order which is replacing old
methods of business, educational, political and domestic practices and also creating
borderless market due to advancement in ICT. Urban (2008) affirms that the consumer
now has access to independent information about wide range of products and services
which empower them to find viable alternatives readily, meaning more consumers are
comfortable buying products and services from anywhere in the world, through search

engines, comparison sites and market places like e-bay where consumer finds loads of
competing products easily in simple and straight forward way.

[CT enhances Research and Scientific Breakthrough: Researchers anywhere in the world
who do quality research and master the Internet can leapfrog national bo.rders‘ and
challenge the world record set by the traditional citadels of science in the United States
and Europe in the area of scientific research, taking Brazilian success |1n plant Pqthology
as a case study. Brazil is now the leader in the area of agriculture. The Bmmlm_n team
broke into the major scientific leagues when its genetic analysis of s‘ylc!ln strains that
attacked orange trees was cracked. That feat made the Sao Paulo scientists the first in

the world to decode the genome of plant pathogen (World Bank, 2002). These are areas
of knowledge through which one can secure employment through research.
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employment rather than seeking for job.

Today technology plays a critical role in the development and advanc-ement qf the
nation, as can be seen in the start-ups of internet-cafes, new internet service providers,
provision of computers in some schools and connectivity hubs tha?t pl_fov;de ancess tc;
information in high speeds. In order to fast-track the trend, the ngenan é;ove:inme:s
created and adopted policies promoting the use of technology in education

evidenced in the Nigerian Economic Policy 1999-2003 (National Policy on Education,
2007).

; : A - din
Thr i i i T is also playing a major role in provi g
internet and virtual library, IC ! . _

Ougt}:) information for students and readers in various ﬁelds‘of endeavour. Thus
s to reading material is made easy by ICT. As such prospective entrepreneur.ca;l
1= e cess to relevant information which he or she needs to set up‘the require
lt;lav-e easif e:;ture This will surely bring about self employment and creation of jobs to

usiness/v . : :
engage the unemployed youths in the society.

in this 215t century, knowledge has become, more
According 10 M?bawo?dclioi‘t 21(1?)?231){1;&011. Throughout the world economy, product
then @ver, a PRy 1 tinues to expand especially in developing countries and tk_lere
SEE R e C?cl:llwide labour market and global socio—politicall transforrne_xtlon,
is the emergence of wor tion of recipients for employment with special emphasis on
which focus i prepalia‘:ant in terms of linkage with current trends and _de.velopmfent
programs which are re]; tabases are therefore well articulated and nollstlc in mganng
in the business world. Da loyers, and the economy with internatlonally recognised
the needs of learners, .en:ﬁ)nyfor’a global economy where ICT appllcatlnn-s such as

ualification ant‘:lb Cfrgftl::mendously in improving the quality of life of the citizens.

GSM have contribute

that the enormous improvement of tclep'h.unc facili'ties.in Nipier:-::
Onu (2004) observed M have provided employment opportunities for ngc‘rmns w 1‘e0f
brought about = 'G}? bus‘;ncsscs such as sale of handsets enui spare parls,ﬁ u’r};;::rb[nq
people can establis £ ,-Lre cards as well as sale and repairs of mm'nu‘ter.s. F1 .rt "m
handsets, sale of rricql;'mi’eagure in creating job opportunities and alleviating poverty
contributed in no smMé
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Nigeria. Interestingly ICT provides developing nations with' an llll'].'rl'u-t!rnll'fi
opportunity to meet vital development goals such as wealth creation, bw-mf‘luwlﬂu are
and education. Those nations that succeed in harnessing the potentials of 1C7T can Jook
forward to greatly expand economic growth, dramatically improve human welfare and
stronger forms of democratic governance (UNDP, 2005).

The same Onu (2004) asserted that IT’s have the potential to broaden and enhance
access to information and communication resources for remote rural areas and poor
communities to strengthen the process of democratization and ameliorate the endermic
problem of unemployment. The introduction of GSM has really helped in eliminating
rural isolation in Nigeria. Now communication is faster and easier without stress, The
mobile phones have greatly helped in cutting the barrier between the urban and rural
areas. People in rural areas can communicate within the shore and offshore of Nigeria,
reducing the cost for trips and risks of travelling; most importantly they have access to

government services and international services and much more. The following are some
of the areas of application:

1. ICT can empower Small scale to Medium scale Enterprises (SMEs). IT has become
indispensable for all kinds of business. SMEs are the main drivers for a country’s
economic growth but as the number of SMEs increases, competition increases which
often results to a decrease in prices and customers. This will in turn erode existing
profits thereby creating less incentive for people to start SMEs, IT impact can alswo
improve the core business of SME in every step of business process. IT has enabled the
establishment of SMEs as their presence on the internet and used it to communicate

with suppliers and customers to search for business information and advertisernent
(Ubaru, 2009).

2. ICT can be used for wealth creation; some trained ICT engineers, scientists,
technicians and software developers can develop software made in Nigeria and other
services to earn foreign exchange. This additional foreign exchange earnings generated
can expand indigenous IT products and services (Ndukwe, 2007).

3. ICT can create job opportunities; ICT can empower Nigeria youth with IT skills 1o
participate in software and IT development thereby creating job opportunities and
making their job lucrative. This can eradicate or at least minimize poverty in the
country.

4. e-Employment. The introduction of GSM and internet has also greatly provided .o
opportunities for Nigerians and this has caused reduction in unemployment at natior..
level from urban and rural areas. Tele-centres where poor Nigerians have benefites
from either through sales of either telephone accessories or telephone calls arc
technicians have been increased for information technologies. Such centres have helpes

to bridge the gap between urban and rural communities and reduce the rural-urbzr
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better prices and increase earnings (Ajayi, 2002).

The Role of Entrepreneurship Skills in Wealth Creation for the Youths

Entrepreneurship skills has emerged as one of the most effective human resource

development strategies that Nigeria needs to give more attention in order to train and
modernize its technical work force for rapid industrialization and sustainable national
economic development (Emeka, 2004). The impact envisioned is geared towards
improvement in the quality of life of local communities, increase in communal
confidence, empowerment and development of the youths through the creation of
thousands of new jobs for engineers, welders, fitters and technicians etc.

Abdul-kadir (2010), examines the following as the roles of entrepreneurship skills
which cumulatively result to youth empowormentz SRR
Entrepreneurship Skills produces self sufficient enterprising .1nd1v1dua-ls: the know.ledge
of vocational and technical skills enables the youth to be mv_olved_m the creation of
novel business venture. This shows that entrepreneursmp. skills increases the
ilitv of an individual to be an innovator, creator and establ%sher of great business
p:r?;;z; 1t:l):his makes them self sufficient and self-reliant enterprising youths (Nwafor,
e .

2007).

Entrepreneurship skills enhances a graduate’s ability to lcreailte wealfh;'by
ITl' P the knowledge and skills acquired through education in establishing

s ]'Zn.;gses the youths are empowered by the amount of woalth thot accrues

1lt)}‘:Sanh th’e business since business is for profit maximization; this increases
rou

e aSS@terhiP skills produces champions of innovation: ionovatiorf\ u;.

Enh’;iprepr?le;jral of youth empowerment. Entrepreneurshlpdskll{s t‘hu'c o:\a

N ith i ion skills t sult in developing new

ation skills that resu ‘
empowers the youth with mnovatlo D e e
ducts which will increase the sales and growth rate of ¢ _
pro .

(Kabura, 2006). | |
. Entrepreneurship skills leac

- ough Entreprene i
teCh;()]:)bYI:hzl;(:fort youths with knowledge of technology are empow
products.

y

iHes Wi vanced
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other firms (Mustapha et al / 2009).
The Role of Library in Wealth Creation

izati ' ths thro

Libraries and ICT can be keyed in the realization of wealth creatlgn for y(;L; il Centtlgh

< o U . r res
the information resources. Anyakoha (2005) asserteFl .thgt hbrarlebs a eil e
where information services, whose sole responmblhtles' can be Is : :
acquisition and provision of information resources for national deve opment, can be

' librari known to play a very active role in the

harnessed. Ekere (2006), stated that libraries are p . oo
distribution of materials and publication on various disciplines and national issues,
especially those connected with national development.

Libraries generate, organize, evaluate, repackage, analyse, edit, synthesize, interpret
and make information available for easy access to users who seek and obtain
information on developmental programmes like wealth creation through books,
newspapers, magazines where jobs are been advertised for unemployed youths. The
easiest place to obtain these information are the libraries that preserve periodicals.

Libraries through selective dissemination of information services could support
research activities on wealth creation (Okafor, 2009).

: , and materials
uired through ICT resources. It is

uch as the Nigerian Economic
ven (7) point agenda; Millennium
e development programmes which
creation for the youths (Vision 20:

that are related to business with the knowledge acq
therefore important to say that programmes s
Empowerment Development Strategy (NEEDS), Se
Development Goals (MDGs) and Vision 20: 2020, ar

are products of information resources for wealth
2020, Nov 14, 2010).

Wealth Creation for the Youths for Sustai

nable National Economy Development in
Nigeria '

Now it’s high time for Nigeria to diversify its €conomy to include agriculture, since
agriculture was the bedrock of Nigeria economy in the 1960s during which it employed
about 60% of Nigerians, an over whelming majority of those so employed conveniently
fell into the class of poor illiterate, disadvantaged tenants or small land holders. They
relied on what can aptly be ' M.

dGSCI'Ib(.‘d das b']l'c-h"nd f-l rmers ]
- i . S armers, yet they were the ones
saddled with the responsibility of feeding the nation (Mebawondu et al, 2012),

A brief i weale ¢ . '
Corrrlleanlooé(ui:nhls:l(]):y r‘ivuf‘l” that the major trading commodities of the Royal Niger
pany & the colonial era were agricultural produce, such as groundnut, oil

alms, rubber, cotto : i Wi
ihich’have bécomiz gbf:zf;) a’f t'lmbe'l’ h-ldes and skins, etc. The groundnut pyramids
] O Imagination were historical realities built in the city of

K , B 19 i .( &) 1
ano. by 1960, Nigeria was the third largest producer of groundnut in the world after
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According to N

: ational Bureau of St
-agriculture

atistics (
accounted for 429, of the G

Sunday Punch, January 20t 2008),
ross Domestic Product (GDP) in 2006, whereas
2%, official estimates claimed the sector grew by
ared to five percent recorded in 2003. This was

» lack of consistenc
agricultural eclipse in no small meas

of extension services, financial su
development and the like, The occ

ure. Farmers receive little encouragement by way
pport, farm inputs and facilities, infrastructural

upation is left to the peasantry, resource poor and
unskilled, as the law of diminishing returns takes its toll and the young and educated

abandon the land in search of oil money. Some experts are of the opinion that the
agricultural sector has stagnated partly due to government neglect through bad myopic
economic and agricultural policies coupled with years of poor investment in the sector.

In 2003 former governor of Kwara State, Bu_kola _Saraki, launched a ‘Back to Farm’
programme to set the tone for agrarian revnfal in t}l1e state. ARart.from a general
encouragement on the populace to rene;w their zeal in land C‘l:lltlvatlon,-thf schem;
sought to take the state beyond the rudquentary methods ?f 'ram-fed agriculture a;;l

i farming, to large scale industrial and commercialized ventures, using the
sgbsmtence dgl This can generate employment for the youths as more jobs are
Zimbabwean mo eS-ibililry of any government within the federal system is to create the
created. T"he resp czn’chrou h effective policies, laws and various agencies for business(?s
right environment levgies and tax. An example is the success of Malaysia’s economic
P el rEdu'Cl}rllg as made possible with consistent and sustained policies were
T ‘{Z holders have argued that the SMEs is critical for the attainment
ot ision 20,202 .St?\re ria is to be counted among the first 20 developed economies of
e ad ?-O: o lgee says that 80% of the United States economy is held by small
e e Magazm"/ i yhe]d by big ones. Structures and programmes need to be
businesses while only 20% is o A e of il
B B et aictiti Fhoef ilr:; counhtry towards achieving this lofty vision. Pm\"iding
of development a.Cthlth.S s b e
an enabling environment l.l sl ARG it o K
government will do better than pay

environment (Mohammed, 2008).

. Bui : ) tackle
challenges that government has faced in order to
us . )

: g ; as earlier
With the numero rough various policies and programmes as €

uths th
unemployment for the yo
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work, the paper 18 of the opinion that Entreprene_urship
,chnology can help in achieving wealth creation _for
sures that can enable youths to have more job

level of unemployment. This is because of the
Ke to the growth of national

mentioned in the body of the
and Information Communication Te
the youths with other economy mea
opportunities and reduce the heaped
potential contribution that the gainfully employed can ma

output leading to the promotion of economic development.

Conclusion and Recommendations
ucceed in wealth creation for

Based on the economic situation in Nigeria, for Nigeria to $ :
the youths for sustainable National Economic development, th?rg must be rap_1d
technological ~advancement, innovation and vocational training to acquire
entrepreneurship and ICT skills which form the bedrock of commerce and this must
take its rightful place in alliance with Information Technology- Government must create
enabling environment for both public and private sectors to collaborate in assisting the
government in investing in production and this will create more job opportunities for
the teeming youths, government should revive the agricultural sector and not only to
concentrate on petroleum, full attention should be given to the power sector, SO that the
teeming youths can participate for the development of the Nigeria economiy, S0 that this
can be achieved as Nigeria tag to be among the 20:20:20 economies in the world.
Government concerted efforts in recent times shows that government is much
concerned to create more jobs for the youths in partnership with foreign investors. This
can be done by transforming agricultural sector through open markets for indigenous
participation in the economy, inviting technical experts to man the economy as well as
collaborating with neighbouring countries to help tackle the issue of insecurity.

We recommend that, Nigerian government should show more concern about land
reforms and socio-economic development, since from time immemorial, human
civilization from the stone age to the present has been predicated on the ability of man
to harness the natural resources that abound in his environment to add value to human
existence. Nigeria, being richly endowed with expansive land mass totalling about
923,800 square kilometres with rich vegetation, and climate conditions suitable for
massive agricultural production, should exploit her land resources to improve the
socio-economic condition of her citizens especially those youths who may be involving
into farming business and poultry farming, honey farming and fishing business to

empower themselves.
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