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Abstract

[he Sivoy fﬂvr:r.igg[m' factors Influencing use of Acodemic Social Media [ASM] In enhancing
Descriputitles of idrary and Information Sclence Educaters (LISE) in Nigerion universities,
Deseripthvg Survey research detign wos used and the target papulation contists of 348 USE in
o Um"-':ummfd Library Sehools in Nigenio. A somple sire of 258 LISE was drown [from the
populatian using mutlstage sampling technique. Structured questionnaive with Sfive-point
Likert scole woy designed in line with the reseorch gquestions. A total of 258 coples of the
questionnaire were odministered on respondents {online) through thelr respective e-mails.
Response rote showeg that 190 copies of the questionnaire were retrieved. Pércentoge,
Jrequency counts ang mean score were used In the onolysis of dato, Results showed thot
Google scholor was he most utilised ASM and recommendations from colleagues wos the
mait sockal influence factor that hos influenced ASA use by LISE. In the findings of the study, it
was revealed that respondents have not recelved odequate troinings on ASM use. The study
concluded that the fow feyel of tralning on acodemic soclal media use was becouse LsE
educotors have not utilise ASM platforms to seorch ond porticipote in various training
programmes opportunities ovallahle over the globe. The study recommended thet the
management of University-Bosed Library Schools In Nigerio should encourage LISE 1o
patromse ASM plotforms in

enhaneing their research activities by formuloting ASM wse
policies In thelr respective institutions,
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Introduction

The preoccupation of Library and Information sclence, LIS, schools In Nigeria is to produce cnmwh_:nt
and knowledgeable manpower to manage the various public and private librarles and information
centres in Nigeria and all over the world. Although, there has been significant growth in the number of
library schoals In Nigerian universities and polytechnics with increasing production of graduates but
this has not positively translated to the growth of the profession. This was corroborated :'r
Marchioninl (2012) who confirmed this criticlsm asserting that LIS |ﬁd-:am fall to meet the
immediate needs and requirements of current LIS work environment In the 21 Century.

To Improve the training and developments of educatlon in library schools in various unkversities rmln
Nigeria, Library and Information Science Educators, LISE, are expected to EI'!E'HI,E in uitinr?u:h r-l;s:imd
i i ollaboration, dissemination of research fin
activities such information gathering, col ] '
measurement uafs research impact. This becomes nec;:sarv slml:r.- 11: I'I'II]B:I u;r::::'lr::::::ﬂ:n
. For library and information science e

universities all aver the world is research A
fession by engaging In quality resea

universities break new frontiers In the pro : i

the impnrt::n nnlfl.r research to the profession, Ononogho (2015) pointed out 1h|7':1 E:::d =

professionals i:EHF ria do not effectively undertake research activities that are often we

e
address conter pﬂiw fssues in the society and the profession.

resull
¥s, LI This may be as a resuli =
i t prominent and noticeable. .
In these wa ¢ and critical thinking are no ne pibcldarer
of utilisatinn 'nf irl::ll;rfnnal methods In facllitating research activities such as gathering informatia |
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from print résoy

nﬂnlﬂm of ::! : ﬁ“dm'r' o
dnu: asuring researcy | "ings th
inadequate especially in g 315> M3forly ypo. ::n“h Uourngy, 2 *ndunc, |
LISE to Incorporats digital '""’"ﬂilrun

activities 50 as to ll'l'lprme qual
[ASM).ASM offer simily, $ervices le 1
cater for the needs of the acy mthu -
researchers and prufeniunals o)
even though the technology hag
gathering, collaberation, dissemingy
study conducted by Opesanweg ang ik
productivity amang faculty members o (200

tating ¢
network and 50 on) can Influence yse H:ii::::mu
€

this S'I'I.Hi}' inﬂihgiltd 'Itlﬂf! |I'I'r'||_|.!F|| :
Nigerian universities, “INE use of Aswy in ¢hand

Statement of the Problem

Library and Information Science Educatorg,

: s » USE, in Nigeria con
addition to contributing to tha frontiers of kngy e i :'”“h'_“ﬂfd'l for career Progression in
shown that research activities of aXIng new grounds. Evidence haye

Library ang Informati
2018), even though research Tatlon Science Educators in Nigeria are low (Wi,

tools and techniques such as the Academic Social Media, Asm in enhancing their

Hence, this study attempted 1o investigate the factors that |
nflue
research activities of LISE jn Nigerian universities. X

Objectives of the Study
The study was guided by the following s pecific objectives:

in Nigerian universities;

2. Toinvestigate the influence of sodal influence on use of ASM in enhancing research activities
of LIS educators in Nigerian universities; and

3. To determine the influence of facilitating conditions on use of ASM in enhancng research
activities of LIS sducators in Nigerian universities.

- Research Questions
' }n?ﬂm research questions guide the conduct of study:
- 1 What types of academic social media are utilised in enhancing research activities of UISE in

~ Nigerian universities? _
mh‘ the influence of social influence on use of ASM in enhancing research activities of LISE
- in Nigerian universities? -
e _..l--.:ll = x X u“
3. Whatis the influence of facilitating conditions on wze of ASM in enhancing research activ
PFLISE educators in Nigerian universities?
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In order to determine the factors that influence “‘; ::;Li;:??;&sﬁjizhEquﬂcfr:i f:: ur::e::;:h
. Opesanwo an

st .fr'i;'i:rh.f.::?ifr:ﬂm pf:ducllﬂw among faculty members In two selected univers|tjeg
in South West, Nigerla. It was cbserved that Academic Soclal Media Flitfﬂrmh]‘-ﬂ:fsﬂulr;dt;rluhliud atg
result of facilitating conditions such as technical and personal issues. Li and Gllle [h J I“" ;‘p‘"‘“
on the use of soclal media In the research workflow of 2414 researchers all over :| & world, From the
findings of the study, it was observed that age Is a poor predicter of soclal media use In research,
Meler and Dick [2018) investigated the extent to which social Influence, effort EXpectancy, and
performance expectation influence the use of Research Gate among 695 scientists from the followi

disciplines: biology, physics medicine, and neurosclence. The results also show that performance

expectation and soclal Influence have a significant Influence on the use of the Research Gate by
retpondents.

In the same vein, Onucha et o/ (2021) determined the use of soclal media as a collaborative tog| for
research among library and Informatian sclence professionals in Nigeria. The findings revealed thy
facilitating conditions such as lack of knowledge on social media use, low level of ICT skills among
respondents hinder eHective use of soclal media In enhancing research collabarative activities,
Florante and Jamias (2013} used a survey research deslgn to determine the use of social media at the
University of Philippines, Los Barnes. The findings showed that the researchers awarenpss,
connectivity, research style have a significant relationship with social media use. Al-Aufi and fultan
(2014) adopted a descriptive survey research design to examine the use of social networking tool: igr
Informal schalarty cemmunication in humanities and social sciences disciplines at Sultan Qaboos
University, Oman. Respondents reported that the major challenges associated with the use of socigl
netwarking tools for informal schalarly communication were concerns about lack of ENCOuUragement
by their institutions, security, digital literacy, lack of trainings,

Research Methadology

ple to represent the entire population. The
37 university based library schools in Migeria

58 Library and Information Science Educators
from 28 federal, state and private universities offering library and Infermation science in Migeria. The
Papulation and sample size is shawn In the table below '

£l

The researchers administered the copie:
Is using Google form. The questionnaire
from Federal University of Technology, Minna,
niversity, Ekpoma. 30 copies of the questionnaire
tained from the pilet test of the instrument were

pha and had the following alpha seares: types of A
used by LISE in enhandng research activities =0.708, influence of soclal influence on use of A5 in

enhancing research activities of LISE =0,747 and influence of facilitating conditions on yse of ASM in
enhancing research activities l_:ll' USE =0.611 Data were analysed using frequency COURts, percentages

and mean,




Table 1: Population and Samgle Size

e L D

/N Geo-  Political Universities

Zones . “Total Number of Sempie

1 NorthCentnl  Benue State University, Mainrg U3 Eductons

3 NorthCentral  Federal University, Lafia, Moy ] > -

3 Morth Central  Federnal Unbarsity of T Hifawa State & &

i North Central  University of Abwsja, II" Minna, 1n

g Morh Central mﬂm%ﬁ""ﬂlﬂ . Bbej 2 1

& Hﬂ :Iﬂ! Abubakar Tafawa Bal . Bkt 13 13

1 N aut Modibbo Adamaws Lini i, [ '

L] North Eatt University of Mawdugur, wv mm'“ At B -

] Morth West '-W"“Mmﬂ,!ﬂ iI.n;' 10

10 NorthWest  Bayero University, Kano, Kano State ¥ E
11 NorthWest . Kebbi State University of Science snd Technology, Alero & :
12 NorthWest  Umanu Musa Yaradua University, Katsing, Katsina State :: 1
13 Morth Wirest  Yusuf MatamaSule Univerzity, Kana, Kano State 3

14  South East Abia State University, Utury 12 11
15 South East ChukwurremekaOdumeigy “eatity, ghanam, AnpThbe

16  South East Eboryl State Univerusy, u:lh , s : 3
17 South Cast meﬂ&m Technolo i
18 South East Ima State University, Owern - LA :

19  South East Madonna Univeriay, Okija Anambra State 3 1
30 South East Michasl Dipars University of Agriculture, Urrucike, Abia State 10 10
71 Cauth East HnamdiAnikree Unoverity, Ak, dnambrg State 11

21 South East University of Nigeria Nawkka, Enugy State 15 16
13 Sauth South Ambrose Al Univessity, Ekpoma, Edo State 10

24  SouthSouth  Benson idahosa University, Benjn City 1 1
75  SouthSouth  Delta State University, Abmala 1 13
36  SouthSouth  Ignatius Ajuny University cf Education, Rumuokumeni, Portharcout, 3 E]

Rivers State

37  SouthSeuth  Niger Delta University, Wilberforce isiand, Yenogua, Bayelsa Stxte  § '
i | Louth South Rivers Siste Unieesity, Port Haniour 10

29 SouthSouth  University of Benin, Banin, Edo State & :’
30  SouthSouth  University of Calabar, Calabar, Cros River State il -
31 SouthSouth  University of Port Harcourt, Port Harcourt, Rivers State - :
17 SouthSouth  University of Uys, Uya, Alwalbom State 3 3
33 South West Adeleke University, Ede, Osun State : 3
14 SouthWest  AayiCrowther Unieriity - 'mnn o 2
36 SouthWest  Babcock University, [Sisan BEFA 1
35  South West Tai Setarin Universityof Educatien, fjagun, Ogun State ':i %
17 South West Liniversity of Ibadan, ibadan, Qo Irate 43 -

Total 37 Library and infarmation Science Educators Members and List of

- T
Source: Directory of National Agzociatizn A
Library and Information €rience Schools In Nigena (2020}

Discussion of Findings |
, 190 copies of the questionnaire
The questionnaire was diﬂﬂhu:;ﬂ ameng 258 respondents. HOWEVer
were received and correctly filled.
Types of Academic Socia LISE in Enhancing Research Activities ___
Table 2: of mic | Media Utilised by - S -
$/N  Statement g : mm Percentages
1  Google scholar . e
> e 111 =]
1 Academia.edu = !;:
Eb
F
S  Open n:u..-ﬂ-gf and Contributof sdentifier (ORCD) o ::
1
6§  Mendeley
7 impact story R ;.

———
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a Method scace 18 9 g
Table 2 revealed that Google Scholar 144 [76.6%) was the most used Academic Soclal Media platform
by respondents. This may be because it Is more familiar to the respendents and a user does not need
ta register to have access to thelr information resources. It is also relatively simple, faster, and free 15
use. It was also observed from the findings that Method Space 1B(%%) was the least most utlilised
academic social media platform. The low use of Methad space by the majority of the respondents rray
be attributed to lack of awareness of the platfarm and the services it provides The findings are jn
disagreement with the findings of Cellins et o/, {2016) whao in thelr studles found out that Linkedin wag
the most widely used platform by scientists in the United State of America, the United Kingdom, Neyw

Zealand, Australia, and Canada.
Table 3: Influence of Saclal Influence on Use of ASM In Enhanclng Research Activithes of LIS Educators

/N Statement Strangly Agree Undecided Disagree Strongly -Mean
- Disagres

1 My collsagues recommended acadernlc 60 ] 2 0 5 191
socks| medla utilisation

F | wtillse academic social medla becauss 53 76 F.Fi 15 0 385
st of my colleagues also use ¢

3 | became aware of academic soclal media 36 91 0 4 13 35
through a conference/seminarf workshop/
webinar | attended

4 I reeehved & promotlonal emall frem an 3% 72 24 g 0 333
academic social medls platiam

5 I am chliged by my Instiiution to wtilize 7 14 11 107 51 208

academic social media platforms

The seclal influence factors as revealed from Table 3 shows that colleagues recommended the use of
ASM (3.91) to majority of the respondents. Colleagues may have recommended ASM use in order to
increase the number of researchers in their network. Although, Academic Social Media platforms have
the potential for massive reach, it still depends on whom a researcher connects or engagss with. It
was also deduced from the findings that respondents were not obliged by their institutions o utifise
ASM (2.05). Nigerian universities may not have obliged respondents to utilise ASM platforms as a
result of lack of relevant usage policies. These findings are in agreement with that of Meler and Dick
{2018) wha reported that performance expectations and secial influenes have a significant influance
on use of Research Gate by sclentists.

Table 4: Influence of Facllitating Conditions on Use of ASM In Enhancing Research Activities of LISE

5/N Statement ; Strongly Agree Undecided Disagree Strongly Mean
_ Agree Disagree
1 I have elsctronic device (Androld phone, Tablet 76 BE 18 3 4 413
and a computber
2 | have the necessary knowledge to use B6 57 17 21 3 4.00
Academic social media tocls
3 | have no heslth bssues such as poor sight and 53 6 18 5 0 A
backachs ’
4 | have access to fast intemet natwork a1 455429 55 tE e
5 The privacy and security of one's work is/ are 31 3s 26 B2 L -
protected in academic saclal media/
&  lhave regular access to Internat data 2 13 9 n 35 266
7 | have instituticnal support to utilise academic 8 11 i5 EL 53 ey
social media
i ! have the time to constantly utilise academic 4 T 27 58 54 =
g | have received adequate trainings on how 1o § 7 3z &l = )
s e academie tocial media . —
= ' e de .|'iI:E1
The results in Table 4 shows that majerity of the respondents (mean=4.18) have "_.‘E::r;:::a;,s._- the
such as android phones, tablets and computers. Respondents may have these d";;':c,;.mmun'cﬂ'""

devices can be used for bath work {research, teaching and learning) and perscnal |
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e eee—
source of Information and entertainmen), 1y is worn

gan only have access to varings :
:,T:H accessed through ‘1¢ﬂrnn;ud:dud'“: 5o
indicated that they have not received adequat
Iﬂanti.ﬂﬂl. This could be because ki &
academic Social Media use, Lack of adequate tr

hy to note that LISE have these devices because
3l Media through Internet technology which can
'a In Table 4 also revealed that most respondents
trainings on how to use Academic Soclal Media
:rll:r:dtnu are not aware of training opportunities in
enhancing their research activities. These ﬂndln.lls :rmu:" il ﬂmbr“-':s: m
al. (2021) who reported that lack cf knowledge was the f;n:;TMI o ﬂ
in enhancing research collaborative activities, ndering effective use of social media

:nn:lull'ﬂﬂ

ASM haveemerged as an Important platform for LISE to enhance their ch activities. The current
study provided an insight on the types of ASM utilised by e FEsear (3 EUFTE
of ASM and the influence of facilitating conditions on use of J;mt Fn:Tn“nT ﬂlr::tll mﬂmu:; u'f
Seopescioler, Wis ¥e Mot (ekived Ashy by respondents .nd- I'u'lle'th::lii. -tﬂd‘!‘u:‘l-'";:ﬂ l'I'I-I:I'l':
utilised ASM platform. The respondents also indicated that the use ui‘“s‘;:J:“m:dLi has been
influenced by the recommendation of ASM by their colleagues. The respondents alse indicated that
they an: n:t ;nb'lllcd h!:l th:lsrwlln;t:hr:iam t0 utilise ASM. The results oo reisa it hay Bate
glectronic devices to utilise ut Bave not recel P :

ASM in enhancing their research activities, ved adequate trainings on how to effectively use

Recommendations
in considerations of the findings of this study the researchers recommend that:

1. USE should ensure they create multiple profiles in various Academic Social Media platforms

and utilise them in order to have access to the varlous research enhancing services they
provide;

2. University administrators should formulate Academic Social Media use in order to promote
and encourage its use in enhancing research activities of LISE in Nigerian universities; and

3. LISE educators should utilise ASM to find and attend various training programmes available in
the globe on ASM use. 3
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