Empowering LIS Educators with ICT skills for Creative apg
Innovative Knowledge Sharing in the Digital Age

.A. Babalola
L.Y. Tsade
S. J. Udoudoh
A.A. Saidu
C.A.Uno
AM. Madaki

Abstract

The rapidly evolving exigencies of the digital age are part of the compelling forces for all
professionals including Library and Information Science (LIS) Educators to collaborate in terms of
knowledge sharing rather than being islands to one another. Innovative and creative knowledge s
sharing coupled with Information and Communications Technology (ICI) proficiency would go a
long way in not only empowering but in enhancing the productivity, the relevance and the profitability
of LIS Educators in the digital age. The paper, therefore, examined how the possession of ICT skills

coupled with creative and innovative knowledge sharing could serve as empowering and productive

iools for LIS educators in the digital age. Issues that border on how ICT could improve creativity and
innovation in knowledge sharing were also discussed. A nexus and the inextricable interplay among

ICT Skills; Creativity, Innovation; Knowledge Sharing, and digital age were equally esiabﬁshd It

was concluded that LIS educators would be empowered for optimum relevance, ity
innovative knowledge sharing in the digital age, if they are proficient in the use of ICT. The m
recommended amongst others the need for paradigm shift from the traditional or o

W sharing 1o the evolving trends and best practices of knowledge she
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Knowledge Sharing and Sustainable LIS Education in Nigeria
demand on lihrarigs tq meet up \V’ilhﬁ the 11‘01"1(1: hengc, the
evolving ICClmomg.l?.s » Tn o dq w l?'c .ICIC\"‘LH‘]’( in the digital age. The evolving technology is
anchored on creativity ;mﬂd unmwﬂ:n ﬂnnugh the use of ICT in the emerging global
imbmmtion economy. 7'\41\11\0 et.al. (2014) Opline(l tl?at c'reatwity and innovation rule the
world hence the need for chan ge through new invention, idea, products, concepts, strategy,
approach and lllgtlloci,ol(‘g}’- “or any profession including LIS profession to experience
ss. change 1s a must.
Library and information Science is an interdisciplinary profession with computer
yming, information systems and technology in the present information driven milieu.
Creativity in knowledge sharing among LIS educatOfS is all .ab01‘1t discovering new ways of
sharing knowledge effectively. On the other hand, innovation is the ability to apply new
ideas to knowledge sharing that will enable LIS edu(.:at.o.rs.share knowledge differently
through individual imagination, insight, intuition and initiatives for effective knowledge
sharing (Onuoha et. al,.2014). _ e
o (I?nowledge is, linkec)i to economic gmwth and globallisatlon.. Khnowlectlglz S;l::;:ingfcl)i
an important factor in enhancing creqtmty and 1pnovat1veness, ence =
: ; ffective knowledge sharing in the digl

empowering LIS Educators with (951 sk111§ for etf e ok A
age. Over the years, usage of ICT application is positively

. . e b
knowledge sharing capabilities. Knowledge sharing has emerged in the digital age Wi

‘ne implicati :moroved innovation and creativity. : _
wide-ranging implications for 1mp oo T il AR with the view of

ICT empowerment is indispensa ; e the
developigg LIS educators into competent and confident PTOfeSSIOI‘alS who can N -

/1 tion environment efficiently. : flective
i mfoilzrlilea;gper ldelved into the impact of ICT skills on LIS educator;va;ieioz) jl A
knowledge sharing through the instrumentalities of creat1v1§y and 1nn‘;)v(air Mt g
as empowering tools for LIS educators. Recommendations Wer

researches conducted by other authorities.

need to swiftly transcend into

p 1o orc

progran

Fig.1 Conceptual Framework
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Knowledge Sharing and Librarians® Consciousness for Library and Information Educap,), in Nig,
€rig
Fi | is the conceptual framework for the paper. It is based o, the
i 1gure of everybody in the 21" century is anchored op the dl?o_stulatio
of LIS Educators is necessary if they would be able to cope ¢ 'Sita] :
Wl g p ‘UCCessful ge,
the exigencies and the challenges of the digital age. That is why the arrow ;. ly With
towards the digital age. ICT skills are inalienable qualities and weapons thy ugls‘l)ointing
aust be armed with for successful enterprise in the digital age. For LIS EdUCato;g tE Ucatoy
in this age of change it is equally imperative for them to be creative ang i“ﬂ0\;a t,') Progpe,
should not stay as islands to themselves. They are expected to be pro-actjy, cr 4 They
innovative in sharing of knowledge with other professionals. Creativity, i, O:at}ve ang
novelty, resourcefulness of ideas, coupled with ICT versatility would g0 a IOHZt“‘;eness,
empower LIS Educators in the digital age Yo
Creativity and Innevativeness among LIS Educators
- Innovation in librarianship simply means new ways of improving library servic
mtroducing significant and relevant novelties and alteration of what is establis e
hed (O,
et al_.,.2015). Onuoha et. al,.(2015) identified further the challenges to innovatjon o
creativity as lack of ICT skills, lack of innovative and creative skills, and lack of ﬁnanc:n ;
acquire technological facilities, suppression of creative ideas by senior colleagues angd nort:i
attendance to oonfm or workshops where new skills can be acquired. They discovereg
that lack of innovative and creative skills among librarians was low with a frequency of
mfllng}cahngm.ﬂm 55.7% of librarians had innovative skills but skills were suppressed by
Kumaresan (2010) in his article gave insights to knowled ing i 100 i
S : ge sharing innovati
Qalm:. The creation of the E.ducatlon City Library Directors’ Council (ECLDgC) in éit:rnfou;
creating a knowledge shapng culture is worth emulating. ECLDC was created for the
purpose of knowledge sharing and cooperation among libraries. The council
= : : meets regularly
: shares knowledge of experience and policies. ECLDC has special i |
G s : pecial nterest groups that
ofmvolve_ library pro ions within Qatar with a good number of professionals in attendance
of their workshops. Digital repository has been created which are acces ely b
P e ! _ essed remotely by
omednak with | mnnmrtes ;m nfleet_mﬁaia:d information from various workshops. This has been
great benefit to library professionals.
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K g and in-house capacity bmldmg
for effective knowledge sharing should be &
5 ing of acquisition of ICT packages and training of LIS educators

enge it is therefore of great importance for LIS Educators to ac
evant authorities.

6. There is an urgent need for the review of LIS curriculum to massively accommodate
ICT courses.

7. LIS educators should be encouraged to carry out researches for personal
improvement.
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