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Abstract

The study examined the extemt of practice of sending children to raditional Our ‘anic
school (Almafirl schools) by rural and wrban howseholds In two local government arear
(1.0:4x) in Sokoto State, and to see the effect of this practice on farm lahour availabiline
mnd form omipnit. - To achieve the objectives of the stdy, dara were collected from 100
rendemly sampled howsehold heads each from Isa (representing rimal) and Sokoto North
frepresenting nrhar) [GAs of Sokoto State.  The collected data were analysed wsing
dleseriptivee stentisfies in additfon to student T test and 7 test for differences between
proportiems. The resulis chow that up to 69% of all respendents engaged in sending
vhildren away to raditional Onr ‘anic schools. However, the proportion (939%) sending
vhifefeenr fo veh s kol wers sixmificortiv Fivler (P 000§) __f}"- the rurad FOrd them the
wrban FEEA (45720 Similarlv, the nombee of ehifdren senr per boasehold was sigmificomtly
hifgher (FF <001} for the rural 1034 Major propssrtions of e respontdents agreed that
sewndimg  cfwlifeen e affected fimm b avenbabiline o oufput  negatively.

Firthermore, most of the chilen who hove seodweted from sich sehoole fook o

professions other than farming. It was, therefore. conclded that the Ahmajirl school
svtem coanislitines o drain on form labonr avanfahifite.  To retwrn some of the labour to

agricwlinre, if wos swggested thar the children and their teachers shewld be mabhilized and
empowered to parttcipate In wrhon agricefinee.

Introdoetion

In Sokoto Siate. fike most other arcas in Nigerin, family members constitute the most
significant source of farm Iabour  Family members usually consist of men, women and
children. However, while in many other areas (particularly owtside the Hausa north)
women are actively involved in farming, the practise of purdak (women seclusion), which
restricts women to their matrimonial homes during the day time, effectively Timits the
availability of women for farm work in the state  This implics that the hulk of the farm
work is left for the male adults and children. Since the female children are mostly
ocoupied with assisting their mothers with domestic tasks such as fetching of water and
fuel wood, and in sefling the products of women income generating activities (Baba and
LUlmar, 2001), their involvement in farming is also limited. Therefore, only male children
seem 10 be actually availsble to assist the male adults in farm operations

However, a possible source of competition for the availability of male children for farm
work is the Almajir! phenomenon.  Afmajiri (pl Afmajirad) is 8 Havsa word derived from
the Arabic word Al-Muwhafir meaning “the migrant The word is used to describe
children sttending traditional Quranic school far away from home (parent) In such
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school system in northern Nigeria, children are sent usually to distant locations to acquire
Our'anic and Islamic knowledge under a teacher. This practice is as old as the history of
Islam in the area. In recent times, however, this school system appears to have
transformed from a “learSning™ into & “begging” institution. A common sight in most
northern Nigeria towns, is of groups of small children here and there on the streets in
thread-bare clothes, carrying their food bowls and staring desperately at people, hoping for
alma from some compassionate fellows that would reduce the level of hunger devastating
them Mational Council for the Welfare of the Destitute (NCWD, 2001). The children are
exposed to great risks of hunger, poverty and diseases, and spend more time begging than
leamming. The transformation of the Afmafiri from a learner imo a beggar has inevitably
resulted in the contimuous decline of the quantity and quality of knowledge from the
system (NCWD, 2001). Furthermore, some of the children eventually turm to erime,

It is evidemt from the foregoing therefore, that the Afmajiri system of education has
become & burden to the society  The question is: in addition to heing a social ill, does the
syetem alsn significantly affect availability of children's labour for farm work?  And is
there a way of re-engaging the children in agriculture, to minimize the social ill and retum
some of the labour hack 1o aericuliure?  This study attempts to provide answers to these
quedtions nsing two local government areas in Sokote State s a case study, The specific
nhjectives of the study are in
i1 determine the extent of imaoheement of mirsl and urhan households in sending
their children to traditional Our’anic schoals
{2)  mscertain the effect of this practice of farm lahour availabifity and output.
(3} determine the proportion of Almajirai graduates who retum to farming after
graduation, and
4y  derive policy implications of the findings of the study with particular reference
to urhan agriculfure

Methndology L
The study was conducted in Sokoto State which lies in the extreme northwesten part of

Nigeria within latitudes 11° 30" — 13750N and longitude 4° - 6° 40°E. It is bordered in the
north by Niger Republic, in the east by Zamfara State, and in the south by Kebbi State
Majority of the inhabitants of the State are Muslims and farming (both arable crop and
livestock) is the main occupation of the people. The state consists of 23 local government
nreas (1.GAs)

Data for the study were obtained from 200 household heads sampled from two LGAs in
Sokoto State. It was the strategy of the study to compare the practice of sending children
10 Almajiri schools between households in urban and rural areas. Therefore, one LGA was
randomly sampled from the two urban LGAs and another form the remaining LGAS,
which are largely rural. The selected LGAs are Sokoto North (Urban) and Isa (Rural) In
each LGA. two electoral wards were randomly selected and in each ward, 50 hnuuhn!d
heads were randomly chosen, bringing the total sample size to 200. The wards selected in
Isa LGA were Dan Zanke and Turba, while those selected in Sokoto North were Magajin

Rafi and Waziri B wards,

F pondents, data were collected on a wide range of issues including the
Mmmd&:’muim of the respondents, the extent of practice of sjend.n-rlg
children away from home for Qur'anic education, how this affects farm labour availability
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and farm output, the places where children are sent, the ages at which they are sent, the
necupation chosen by the children on graduation, and so on

The collected data were analyzed using descriptive statistics. aided by student T test and 2
test for differences between twn proportions

Resnliz and Discotsion

Socio-Econamic Characteristics of the Respondents

Table | shows the distributions of respondents with respect to age, oecupation, number of
children and farm size The table shows that majority (about 64%) of the household heads
interviewed were about 40 vears old, suggesting that youth headed households were
minimal  This is good for the study since it implies that those interviewed were old
enoueh to have many children and to have enough experience with Almafiri school system
to provide adequate insight into the phenomenon  The results show that the ruml
household heads (mean age of 47 years) were older than their urban counterparts (42
years) This difference in age is statistically significant (P <0.01)

Table 1 further shows that almost all (98%) of the rural respondents (i.e those from [sa
LGA) were farmers while occupation was more vared in the urban LGA.  This is
expected since alternative means of livelihood, other than farming. are limited in the rurl
areas of Sokoto State, in contrast 1o what obtains in the urban areas.  About 36% of urban

respondents were in one form of business or another 32% were civil servants and only
250 were farmers.



Table i: Distribution of the respondents according to some socle-ecomemic
characieristics

T

1 Isa Sokoto Nonh | Yo | |
Vwrishile | Firmg % Fg |% |Fmg % r T -
, I
Age (yrs) LA ¥ HAWLES
<20 0 0 2 208 |2 1.02
21-30 6 6 16 1667 |22 1122
31-40 3 3 2500 |47 [23es | |
41-50 33 33 I 207 |63 13214 | J
> 50 36 36 26 2708 |62  |31.63
| Total 100 (100 (96 100 {196 | 100
Mean 47 45 4230 4493 344
Occupation | |
Farming 98 o8 24 2506 |12 6224 T
Business 1 [ 35 36.46 |36 1837 |
Civil servamt 0] ] 3l 322 |31 1582 |
Q" anic
Teaching 1 1 4 417 |5 2.55 Wil
Student 0 2 208 |2 1.02
Total 100 100 |96 100 196 100
Farm Size (ha)
<2 34 3469 |6 2500 |40 32.79 =
[Z1-4 38 BB |7 29.17 |45 36.89
41-6 15 1531 |2 833 117 13.93
[61-8 5 510 |1 417 |6 4.92
71 e R 417 12 1.64
Connottell 15 |S.10_ |7 2917 112 1984
Total R 100 |24 o 122 100
Mesn I 3548~ T 366 T 1.60™
Mean Number 65 6.3 | 6.95 2017
of Children | N (e | o

* for significant difference of means between the two local ROVETIUTENT ATeas

L T

. ™= significant at P <0.01, P <0.05, not significant. respectively.

Rural respondents also had larger number of children (mean of 8) than urban respondents
(6) Perhaps, the urhan respondents are more easily reached with povernment campaigns
on population control and are more enlightened  Therefore, they probably recogrize the
feed to have fewer children  An alternative explanation could be that being older, the
rurel respondents have had more time to prodiice more children.

The table shows that the farmer-respondents were small-scale farmers with majority
{about 70%) cultivating not more than four hectares I fact. the mean areas culfivated in
the rural snd urban 1L.GAs were 342 and 2 66 ha, respectively This difference in farm
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Extent of Participation in the Almajiri System B ;
The degree 1o :I:ch sendine children away affect their availability for farm work will
depend on the pomularity of the practice  Attempt was therefore, made to uﬂi; the
proportion of the houschold heads sampled who sent their children away fro Qur'amig
schnoling, the number of children sent, places to which =ent and time taken to graduate
from the schonls

Table 2 shows that a major proportion of the respondents engaged in sending ﬂl:fr
children to traditional Qur’anic schools  The practice was however, much more popular in
the rural area than the wihan area  The proportion of rural households sending ﬂu;.-
children (93%) significantly exceeded that of the urban households (45%)  This is
expected since there are several Qur'anic schools in Sokoto town and parents may prefer
their children to attend such schools on a “day” basis rather than send them away to other
places  Furthermore, the urhan dwellers are likely to he more enlightened sbout the
dangers of exposing little children to poor mutrition, poor health, extreme poverty and
destituteness that have come to symbolize the plight of the Almajirai, and would want to
minimize exposing their children to such unnecessary risks

Themunmmbaofclﬂd:mumwoomﬂedﬁmﬂ:rallmpmdcmmdihmmhﬁx
the respondents sending their children. Table 2 shows the mean for all rural respondents
(2.06) significantly (P < 0.01) exceeded the mean for all urhan respondents (001)
Similarly, the mean per rural household sending also significantly (P <0 [0) exceeded the
mean per urban household sending their children away. These results show that not only
was the proportion of rural households sending higher, but also the mumber of children
sent per rural household exceeded the mumber sent per urban household

Table 2: Some indicators of extent of participation in Afwafiri Systemn

Ttem Tsa Sokoto North Significance |
Proportion of respondents sending | 93 4479 £=17135
children away (%)

No. of children sent (mean for all | 2.06 0.91 t=660
households)
No. of children sent (mean per | 220 1.85 t=176

| household sending)

| Age at which sent (yrs) 6.03 170 t=-186

| Time taken to graduate (yrs) 519 536 t= 026"

LTI -

- - = significant at P <001, P <0.10, not significant, respeciively,

Table 2 shows that children were aenerally semy m

This is twice the ase sapaested by some authors (e o Sule-Kano, 2000)  Yet, it is still 8

very yvoung age when parental care is critical 1t is alen shoven in the table that the children
spend about five vears hefore gradating from the schnole

the age of ahout six to seven years

Table 3 shows the distritwtion of the respondents’ Afmagied children according to places
(states) to which they have been sent  The results show that Kano State received the
largest proportion of the Qur'anic school children followed by Sokoto and then Zamfisra
States  But the fact that only about 19% of the pupils remained within Sokoto State
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suggests that the respondent prefer to send their wards to distant lands for leaming.  This
may be connected with the widely held notion that the children do not concentrate on
learning if they are close to the home. But is may also imply that the ability of the parents
to monitor the condition of their children frequently is sacrificed. Hence, most of the time,
the parents may be unaware of the squalor in which the children live and the suffering they
are exposed to. Furthermore, the far distance will make regular provisioning for the
children difficult and will limit the ability of the children to visit home to assist their
parents on the farm. The far distance, and perhaps the believe that children have to be
totally out of sight of the parents for them to concentrate on leaming. probably explains
why only about 24% of those who sent their wards to such schools reported ever visiting
them

Efect an Labour Availability for Farm Wark

Apart from the social problems created by the perent dav traditional Qur'anie school
system, is il poasible that it conld have ecomomic consequences in terms of restricting
children's pnn‘iﬁpnliﬂn in Fﬂrming"' Tov anewer this question the mpﬂl‘ldﬁﬂ! were asked a
number of questions and requested o answer “ves” nr “no”  The questions and responses
are presented in Table 4

Table 3: Distribution of Almajirai according to the states sent

= Sokoto North Total

Variable Freq [% Freg | % Freq. %

" Adamawa 2 097 | 128 |3 1.06

| Bauchi 9 437 [0 Jooo |9 317

|Bomo |13 631 |2 256 |15 5.28
Gombe 4 1194 1 128 |5 176
Jigawa 17 825 [2 256 |19 669
Kaduna 14 1680 |5 641 |19 6.69
Kano 6 1748 |22 2821 |58 2042
Katsina 8 388 [3 385 [ 187
Kebbi 17 417 |7 897 |24 8.45

| Niger 9 825 |8 1026 |17 5.99
Platesu 4 1.94 |0 0 4 1.4
Sokoto 44 2136 |11 14.10_| 55 1937
Yobe 3 146 |4 513 |7 246
Zamfara 26 1262 |12 1538 |38 13.38
Total 206 100 |78 100 | 284 100

Table 4 shows that majority (56%) of the farmer respondents who sent their children away
agreed that the practice create farm labour shortage Furthermore, a major proportion
(60%) felt that they would have cultivated larger farm sizes if not for the practice. A
sgnificant proportion (64%) also felt that higher output would have been realized if the
children were not away. In all the questions, therefore, the proportions answering “yes"
enceeded those answering “no”. These results are not surprising given the significant role
Plaved by Nigerian children generally in agricultural production  For instance. a survey
conducted in Oyo State showed that family childrenfyouths accounted for 27% of the total
labowr yead in cassava production, from land clearing to harvesting (Tkpi and Hahn, 1989),
Other authors (Arokovn, 1992; Adedoyin et al . 1998) have also stressed the significance
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of children in agricultural production. This significance is further accentuated in Sokoty
State where women are restricted from farm work, leaving only the men and the children

Table 4: Respondents’ views on how sending children to Qur'anic schools affect their

farming (%)

[T Sokoio Total z-value® |
uestion ¥ Norih
L Al W T No | Yes | No | Yes [ No
Does  your children's | 56.04 | 4396 | 5556 | 44.44 | 55.93 | 44.07 | 0.05®
being away create famm |
labour shortage? | |

|

Would  vou  have | 6044 | 3956 |S926 I 4074 | 60 |7 | 30.83 |0.21®
cultivated larger plot if ! ' |
your children were noi i
awiy T ]

Would you have oblained | 64 83 |35 16 | 5026 40.74 | 63 56 | 36.44 | D.63™
higher output if vour
children were not away?

* for ipﬁ&mmmbﬂwmm:pmpmimmmuing“yu“in!hnmm
Government Areas

™ = not significant,

impression that many
predominant occupation

hbmrlmdltrdmthn.lhuﬁgbm sed to i : wauﬂﬂmdi@rﬂiyin
ﬁrlgmmahumﬂmw;:mm“'“ﬂmmﬂ‘
1 ﬂflnmnMMthanhm




Table 5: Distribntion of children who graduated from the Qur'anic schools aceording
to present places of residence

1sa Sokoto North Total

Variable Freg. | % Freq. [% Freg  [%
Adamawa 2 149 |3 732 |S§ 186
Bauchi (town) |0 0 I 244 |1 0.57
Gombe (town) | 0 0 1 244 |1 0.57
Thadan 4 29 |2 488 |6 343
Imo 5 171 |2 488 |7 4.00
Isa 41 3060 |0 0 41 23.43
Kaduna(lown) | 5 3B |1 244 |6 3.43
“Kano{town) 18 1343 |1 244 |19 1086
 Katsina(town) | 2 149 |0 0 2 1.14
(Kebbi 4 1799 I 144 |5 286
|Lagos(own) |5 — {373 |1 244 |6 3.43

[ Maduguri 19 J6%2 [0 [0 |9 514
Nigee, |1 [075 o B B 057
Sokotoftown) |33 2463 |36 6341 | 59 371
| Yobe i___[035 |i |244 |2 114
Lamfara 4 1299 1 |244 15 | 286 |
Total —_ 134 100 |41 100|174 100

Table 6: Distribution of children who graduated from the Qur'anic schools according
to their present occupations,

| Tsa Sokoto Total
Town/Siate North

— Freq | % Freq |% | Freq | %
| Farming 2 1642 |3 732 125 |[14.29
Business. 60 4478 (17 41,46 | 77 44 00
Civil servant 7 522 |1 244 |8 457
| Qur'anic Teaching 18 1343 (13 [3171|31 (1771
Student 27 20.15 |7 17.07 | 34 | 1943
Total 134 100 |41 100 | 175 | 100

The Role of Urban Farming

The Almajirt school system is a practice in northern Nigeria whereby children are sent
usually to distant lands to obtain Qur'anic education. The almajirai or the children semt an
the schooling, are however, known to many as beggars (more especially teen-aged
beggars), street kids and wanderers (Sule-Kano, 2000), because of the way they move
about in urban cities begging for food and money, They are indeed a societal ill. But it
has been indicated that begging only emerged as part of the practice in recent times
(Mustapha, 1997), In other words, in the past the practice was not an unnecessary burden
on the society since their migration was usually preceded by concrete arrangements for
feeding and accommodation (Khalid, 1998), and the host communities generousty sssisted
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ir teachers wi needed willingly (Abdulwahab. 199g
m&?‘d U“:i':.-rtmch ] thﬁw sympathetic mglgnmenr. Khalid (2000
lll'!:l.tﬂi.ﬂlﬂ 1!:; Almajirai had no canse to resort to begging. But all these have changeq
with time and the pupils have to beg to survive. According to Sule-Kano (2000), a good
number of the children have become delinquents and have turned to crime

dering iorating situation, there is doubtlessly an arpent need m_adtlrm the
muft!m?ﬁn;‘;ﬁinﬁ [h:mmgythl is worthy of consideration is to see if the labaur
of the children could be diverted to agricultural production in urban areas whel-m they are
mostly found  This way. the labour that is being removed from agriculture in the rurs
areas wotlld be returmed back in the urban centers. Furthermore it would generate food
and incame for the Afmajiral and their teachers, which would alleviate their hunger and
poverty. thereby ridding the society of their burden By heing engaged in n,yﬁ:u!tfn-e,
some of the children mav alsn develop interest in the farming profession upon graduation

Fortunately. agricubinre paniculariy vegetahle crop production. s very popular i_n miost
urhan centers of northern Migerip  The challenge is how to properly organize the
Afmajirai and provide them access tn

resources fparticvlarly fand and finance) to enable
them participate in urban farming along with 1hei

techooling rather than wander shout the
streets beaging and being exposed to unneceses

reke

Conclnsion anel Palicy Implications

The study has shown that the practice of sending children to
quite widespread in the area This, apart from

risks at such a fender age, also contributes to farm labour constraints.  Furthermore.
children semt 1o such schorls tarely retum to farming after araduation. To return the
children to farming st an early age and teach them the profession, their involvement in
urhan farming is advocated To achieve this, there in the need for sensitizing and
mabilizing the Dur'anic teachers, the children and their parents for participation in urbam
agriculture. Efforts should thereafler be made o nssist the teachers in acquiring land and
soft loans for urben agricutture participation in urban farming, it is hoped would provide
ncome for the schonls and eliminate the need fior stree hepging
As a further strategy for improving the welfare of the children and their teachers, there is
Sk e o Sy e S v o e
of such Zakat could then be distributed !m,'“, ;e have the wpei g

northern it before schoals, This was the practice m
Ni I L3 & 4,
sustenance u!fTb: m:hnnls.the arrival of the British colonialists and it contributed to the

traditional Qur’anic schools is
exposing the children involved to great
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