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CHAPTERS

Perspectives of Urban Sprawl: The
Conflated Issues and Realities

Idowe. O. O: Shaibu. S. I: Raheem. W. A, & Martins, V. L

Introduction

Urbanization is a continuous, umiversal and inevitable process of urban
development. As observed by different scholars, the rapid urbamzatbon of
the world is quite alarming both in the developed and developing countnies
(Ewing. 1997 Sudhira et.al. 2004; Jat et.al. 2008; Olujimu, 2009). ldowu &
Olanivan (2009) comsidered the increasing world population and stressed
that the phases of urban settlements have changed. because most of the
semi-urban areas and medium-sized towns have been turned nto full urban
town. Urban development across the world is translated into stressful urban
dynamics, with rapid development of informal households and
concentration of poor famihes at the pen-urban areas

Urban sprawl has no definite universal definition. but contentiously used to
describe a wide vaniety of the undesirable aspects of urban growth,
resuling in 2 poor environment. uncontrolled development and much
unplanned suburbanization (Cillier, 2010; Noor & Rosni, 2013). Urban
sprawl is a2 phenomenon widely discussed. but poorly understood, because
it means different things to different people. Several studies have labeled
urban sprawl as being obviously popular, contentious and surrounded by
controversy (Torrens, 2008; Aljoufie et al., 2013. Aguda & Adegboyega,
2013). The major part of this chapter rely on literature: reviewing the
conflated issues regarding urban sprawl and 1ts realines across the world.
Purposefully. a study on the changes in the built-up area of Mmna between
1972 and 2015 was presented to establish the reality of urban sprawl in the
town of Minna. This paper stands to educate on the process and product of
urbanization and urban growth in Nigena, parucularly in Minna. Also,
exhibits the distinct components that often contribute t© theoretical
confusion and analytical complexity.
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1as multiple causes (Frank et al.. 2000). Several authors have
ban sprawl cannot be attributed to just a single cause.

(‘auses

Urban sprawl l

mumluincd that, ur | | ‘ ingl

hecause the causes are obviously muluple and interrelated. For instance,
Lk

rapid urbanization and growing population demand for peri-urban land, i

high income, efficient transportation :ayhtem“an_d weak physical planning
laws and regulations (Franz et al..1 2006, Olt_jjtml. 2009). The (9) causes of
urban sprawl which are: rent gradient; growing affluence, due to the cheap
price of land, the cost of transportation; differences in government services
and attitudes; racial discrimination and segregation; easy availability and
accessibility to land at the suburban area; tax policy; and land use /town |
planning regulations. Based on the presentations of different scholars, there '.-
are remarkable degrees of agreement concerning the causes of sprawl, }
unlike the wide divergence of views noticed on the definitions (Frank, et |
al.. 2000; Okewole, 2002; Franz et al., 2006; Olujpmi, 2009; Aguda &
Adegboyega, 2013).

Measurement |
Numerous attempts have been made in measuring urban sprawl, (Ewing et |

al.. 1997; 2002; Franz et al., 2006; Torrens, 2008; Alabi, 2009; Aguda &
Adegboyega, 2013). The Smart Growth Movement (SGM) developed one |
of the earliest methods which involved drawing of pictures of urban sprawl ;'
areas from the planning perspective and creating different factors and

measure the spread (The Sierra Club, 1998; Ewing et al., 2002). This

system of measurement was considered unrefined and characterized with

failure. because it neglected the land use interaction (Ewing et al., 2002).

Other techniques fashioned by different scholars’ involved categorizing

approach based on two densities related factors (The Sierra Club, 1998); the

approach based on exploring the cost and benefits of urban sprawl (Downs

1999); and by exploring the causes of urban sprawl (Knap et.al, 2005).
Apparently, significant progress was recorded when multi-factors and
descriptive techniques were implored in measuring sprawl (Galster et al.

2001; Frenkel et al. 2004; Alabi, 2009; Ade & Afolabi, 2013; Aguda &
Adegboyega, 2013).

Torrens & Alberti (2000) applied multidimensional approaches in
measuring urban sprawl, combining spatial related indices and adopting a

broad methodology concept. This methodology accommodates all
characteristics of urban sprawl that can be measured and track in the space

- time dynamics (Torrens, 2008). Efforts were made in subsequent urban
studies, by applying this technique for better results (Ewing et.al.2002). -
Based on complexity of urban sprawl, the analysis of land use changes
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Urhanization and Urban Sprawl in Nigerin

Nigeria s one ol the most rapgndly wrbamizing countries in the tropieal

Afvica (Olotundeme, 1979) Indeed, the high populahion recorded in the
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(ONoruntem, 1979, Promardy an Nigena, the process ol urbanization

attiibuted to the changes in the socio-political, economic improvement and
demographi anstormabion has given rise to urhan sprawl

T he upr.m-'hn}' nature of most of the cities and towns in Nigena has,
therefore. received attention  from  several scholars (Okewaole, 2002,
Olugimi, 2009 Alabi, 2009; Aguda & Adegboyegn, 2013) These studies
have to a larpe extent attributed the unguided and unsystematic urbin
CXPansion i many Nl}[l‘.[i:ln cities and medinm size towns across the
country to the rapd rate ol arbamzation. Studies in Lagos, Ibadan,
{hhnghn, Akure. Horn, Ogbomosho, Fougu, Kano, Kadunis, Abuja,
| okoja, Port Harcourt, Abu. Onitsha, Calabar, Warn and Benin, and many
others have been characterized with tapid peri-urban expansion and urban
sprawl  (Olujin, 20009, Aguda & Adegboyega, 2013). The factors
encouraging peri-urban expansion and urban sprawl have largely been

linked to increase in population of people living n the cities, which has put
pressure on the pert-urban space
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Reality of Urban Sprawl in Minna

Minna was linked with rail lines in 1900 and this gave the oW 4
comparative advantage over other towns within the region such 2
Kntangﬁm. Bida and ?.unge'm. as a4 major nodal poINt for ml’l} h‘.
produce. The relocation of colonmial officials from Bida to Minna in 192
gave Minna a face lift and it became the Regional Administrative
Headquarters. The colomal administration 1in 1928 constructed the Zungery
— Paiko road. These developmental processes became the platform for the
emergence of a new urban centre, to be linked by a newly constructed road
Construction of Bosso Dam in 1949 and the connection of Minna with
electricity in 1956 propelled rapid increase in population prior to Nigera
independence.

At the post independence era, Minna became more attractive to people and
government. The political and social development activities that preceded
and followed the independence directly influenced both the economic and
spatial activities of Minna. The town further received a change in polites
status, when it became the capital of Niger State in 1976, coupled Wi
location of the both federal and state mstitutions in the town.
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Jmagenes of Minna in 1986, 1996, 2006 and 2015 and neighbourhoods’

demarcation map.

Figure 10 shows the changes that occurred in the built-up area of Minna.
Expectedly, there has been a tremendous increase in the land development
a 1972 and 2015. From a mere 368.3 hectares in 1972, Minna has

increased 0 11.913.2 hectares by 2015. A sharp increase in the areal extent

of the town occurred between 1979 and 1986; from 893.7 hectares to

4.368.7 hectares, respectively. Table 2 reveals the details of the magnitude
of changes within the periods covered by the study. For instance, between
1972 and 1979, the spatial area of Minna increased by 143%, but
remarkably between 1979 and 1986 when the increase was 388.8%. This
rapid change can be attributed to the rapid population increase, as a result
of the new status of the town. The town drastically grew between 2006 and

2015. Indeed there was an ncrease of 102% in less than a decade.
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Figure 10: Trend in Built-Area of Minna Source: Idowu, 2017.
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world. This chapter focused on the contlated 1ssues and realite
of urban sprawl across the world. Obviously. there are several efforg
oravel the term, urban .'-.[HHW]. but 0o no avail, as there 1s no deﬁl’lltc
definition, in spite of 118 loading values and the wide referencing iy
planning literature. Other aspects, such as IL_'hiirElC[Cl'iHliCh, Causes,
measurement, 1mpact and consequences have received a much attention of
holars. but which still remain contentious. Nevertheless, the argument of
scholars about urban sprawl 1n no doubt has created avenues for further
rescarches to be conducted on the subject and establish the reality of the
phenomenal Supportively, the magnitude in the changes in built-up areas
reveals the sharp increase in the areal extent of Minna from a mere 3683
bectares in 1972 to 11,913.2 hectares in 2015. The pattern of growth of the

peri-urban areas establishes the reality of urban sprawl in Minna.

[ irban ¢
across the
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