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R . i
of an electronic system is probably the most effective solution to book theft, and while
installation of video camera system should be done to detect book mutilation, since
clectronic system can only prevent book theft and not mutilation. Oyesiku ( 1998)
maintained that security of library materials or resources is indispensable to the effective

functioning of library and the task should be a collective responsibility of every personnel in

the library, most especially the security personnel and janitors. The role of the security unit of
the library is helping to actualize the effort of maintaining and preserving library materials.

Inadequate security for library materials may lead to the depletion if not em

pty the library
and consequently leading to inefficient and non- -

proactive library services.

According to Shuman (1999) aside from all of the physical crime prevention initiatives
that administration can utilize, it is important to realize that well trained library staff can be
the strongest security measure. All staff members must be involved in the implementation of
asecurity plan and take responsibility for carrying out the duties outlined within the library
plan. Staffs that are aware and alert are the greatest deterrent to crime in the library.

Research Design

This study adopted the survey research design to gather relevant data from the

respondents. Brohob (2001) attested that the survey research is a technique for gathering

nformation frém large number of users. This was considered appropriate for the study in
Sampling respondent opinions in Federal University Technology, Minna, Niger State
College of Education, Minna and Nigerian Law School Library, Abuja. It also efficiently
nvestigated conditions and problems in realistic settings thus gathering accurate and

adequate information on which to base sound decision as submitted by Itanyi (2004).
Population ang Sampling Technique

The population of this study consists of all undergraduate students and staff randomly

Selected from three higher institutions of learning in Ni gerianamely:
d.

Federal University of Technology, Minna
b Niger State College of Education, Minna |
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