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immediately as paper was invented and the writing started, Madu and Adeniran cited in
Olajide (Mlgi,opmmttm the whole lot of record compilation is decaying at the
present, its decaysas days gone by and likewise it will continue to decay tomorrow, At :
the moment, a lot of conditions that make information resources to decay are human,
environmental, biological and chemical factors. Deterioration is being caused by some _
enemies of information resources and this can be grouped into inborn precariousness of -
the materials/inside variables and external variables. ]

Preservation is the art of protecting and safeguarding information resources from
deteriorating.  Ogunniyi & Adejubee (2014) defined preservation as the art of
controlling risk to the intellectual and physical heritage of a community. Preservation
techniques are methods used for preservation of information resources in the libraries, 3
Techniques used in preserving print resources such as textbooks, serial publications,
government documents and reference materials in libraries include: Cleaning and:
dusting, photocopying, re-binding, lamination, fumigation, shelving to allow free air-
flow and air conditioning while techniques used for preservation of non-print resources
like electronic and audio-visual resources include: digitization, use of hard disc and
flash disc, microfilming, air conditioning, cleaning and dusting, standard shelves,
Cabinets, boxes and vertical files etc. With adequate preservation of inforn ation
resources, there would be no doubt the use of information resources would be high, bt t
if preservation of information resources is not adequate, the use of information
resources would be low. §

Use of information resources is the act of library users to exploit library resources.
of library and its materials is normally vital factors in ascertaining the effectivene
services provided by libraries. Omotayo (2010) defined use as the capa
academics or researchers to exploit and conform technologies to overcome
or set goals. A better understanding of library use and its materials wo e
libraries to improve in acquiring of resources and service delivery to its
Consequently, it is necessary for polytechnic libraries to have adequate
resources for its users. Itis a well-known fact that preservation of information res
can improve use of library and its resources. Polytechnic libraries refer to those.
established in polytechnics to support and strengthen the academic program
institutions of learning.

Statement of the Problem .
Polytechnic library is a repository of information resources for the ed
development of citizenry at tertiary level with its significant contributions to |
academic achievement of lecturers and students in tertiary institutions. Presery

has become a pressing issue and of interest for librarians all over the world
realise the need to preserve the world's memories. Polytechnic libraries in Ni
just like those in other parts of the country are established primarily to |
information needs of their user communities through collection and preser
information resources to support teaching, research and dissemination ¢
For these resources to serve the purpose for which they are collected, they
preserved in such a way that their life span is prolonged so as to sustain
academic communities. Unfortunately, some information resources ava
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g revealed that inadequate funding was the most

; e severe inhibi
ervation and conservation activities in the university lib i i

raries.

Udem and Nkamnebe (2014) assessed the use of libra
students of Paul University, Awka in Anambra State, Nigeria. The stud
he levels of use of library and information resources. The findings reveale?jl
s fairly use the library for their studies. Observation shows that they use the
during examination periods. It also revealed that resources currently
@ fairly accessible to the students. Furthermore, the study revealed that the
les m satisﬁec_l with the services and facilities given by the library. Problem
g agains! effective use of the University Library by the students were identified
utions were proffered. It was recommended among others that the habit of
@ Library should to be inculcated into students through avenues such as
library ‘show, library orientation, library exhibition, and inclusion of use of
Sacoursein the University's curriculum so as to attract students to the library.

Iy resources and

2013) studied the usage of electronic resources by undergraduates at the
S University library, Mowe. The objective of the study was to examine the
lectronic resources by undergraduate study of Redeemers University. The
‘the study revealed that the use of electronic resources has tremendous
&e academic performances of the undergraduate students of Redeemer's
however, there is need for them to acquire more skills in the use of electronic

(2014) studied access to use of library resources by sandwich diploma students
University of Ghana. The objective of the study was to determine the library use
h diploma students of the College of Agriculture and Consumer Sciences,
Ghana, Legon. The findings of the study revealed that majority of the
d campus library facilities when on campus. Majority also used the college
in any other library on campus. The main reason for using the library was
lace to study. This was followed by the use of the internet. The findings
d that the students did not receive any library orientation or user
result majority of students found it difficult using the library. With regard
vices they received, they stated provision of more computers, provision
cquisition of more current books, and extension of opening hours in

libraries during the inter-semester breaks when the sandwich

od out a research on Preservation and Conservation Issues in
rsities in South-West Nigeria. It was discovered that the
\iversities studied were lack of comprehensive preservation
and funding, which also affects the infrastructural
and their preservation policy.

ated preservation and conservation of library materials,
he University of Zambia Library and its two branches. The
nd conservation issues which included managerial and
' and accommodation, staffing levels, policies,
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techniques and practices in preserving and conserving library materials and the
information comgined in them in order to ensure long term access to th.em. The
research findings revealed that although the University of Za}mbna hbra_nes were
involved in the long-term preservation of library materials, they dlq not prov[de a well-
planned preservation and conservation care because preservation was given least
priority and conservation programmes were addressed in varying degrees in ‘the
libraries. The study further identified lack of preservation and conservation planmpg,
policies and weak commitment from the University of Zambia management on fqnqlng
of libraries at the University of Zambia. Also inadequate programmes and limited
preservation and conservation education and training among librarians were ‘the -other
forms of obstacles to effective preservation and conservation of library materials in t_he
university libraries. Also revealed was the lack of awareness goncerning preventive
preservation measures, poor handling and use of library materials.

Ogbodo (2011) examined the preservation of information sources in polytechnic

libraries in South Eastern States of Nigeria. The study found. out that the problem of
preservation of information sources in the polytechnic libraries are dust and
disintegration of books and that the library did not adopt the use of modern technology.
The results showed among others that there were problems of preservation of
information sources in polytechnic libraries in Nigeria. It was reported that the
polytechnic libraries adopted repairs, the use of firefighting equipment, binding,
fumigation, air conditioning, proper storage, photocopying/duplication, use of
insecticides and the storage of book away from light to preserve their information
source. The findings revealed inadequate funding, harsh environmental condition, lack

of good preservation policy and lack of competent manpower as constraints -
preservation and conservation techniques. to use of

asrowy h A
ive survey research method was adopted for this study. because th
study ought to sought opinions of the respondents as a g‘yeamfelsm, -
preservation and use of information resources in polytechnic libraries in
Agbo and Asogwa (cited in Abubakar, 2013) asserted that a survey method s o
which a group of people or items are studied by collecting and analysing data f
a few people or items considered to be representation of the entire group

forty-eight (48) professional and para-professional staff in the :
were the respondents in the study. Questionnaire was the immmm'cm II§E ’ vl
responses from the respondents. Data gathered were tabulated and >d to et 8
mean scores and standard deviation. 2.50 was used as criteria m’m e far T using
g"?st“- ‘r:‘ total of forty-eight (48) Professional and para-professional ctafr or o o2
olytechnic, Bida, Library and Niger State Polytechnic, Zungeru. Libramy fmoe
population of the study. " ! wﬁ;. IDran
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mation Resources Mostly Used

X S.D

urces such as books are mostly borrowed atthe 3.07 0.96
of the library | e
ces such as books are mostly consulted in the 2.72 0.97

s such as reference materials are mostly 2.74 0.99

es such as electronic resources are mostly 2.47 0.96
rces such as newspapers, journals and 2.43 1.07

stly consulted in the library

ard deviation = (S.D)
on the levels of use of information resources in polytechnic
Majority of the respondents indicated that books with (z=3.07;
y borrowed at the circulation desk of the library at a high level.
consulted in the library with (% =2.72; 5.D=0.97) and reference
' consulted in the library with x=2.74; S.D=0.99) at a high level
y, all the mean scores were accepted as they were above 2.50
ing of mean. On the other hand, respondents indicated that
jith (x=2.47; S.D=0.96) and newspapers, journal and magazines
1.07) were consulted in the library at a low level as they are less

ndard.

Effective Preservation of Information Resources

X S.D

anpower in preservatlon 2.50 1.06
ng records : 2.87 1.04

te preservation programme 2.84 0.99

n library personnel onpreservation 2.84 1.00

'y and strategy 2.84 1.02
ent towards preservation 2.84 0.96

s and other factors.
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state. These technique included: Ph '
R e ; . Photocopying of printed doc
W periodicals, microfilming of periodicals, fumigatio#n;?rgase’

gital Video Disc (DVDs) in containers, steel cabinet and use of
store electronic books and electronic journals. This finding is
n (2008) who carried out a survey of the various techniques
n and conservation of library materials in selected university
dings revealed that preservation and conservation techniques
university libraries, were not effectively in use although thé
n polices. The study also revealed that cleaning and dusting

> most commonly used technique. The study established that
deterioration, the most prominent being books becoming

stching of digital materials. Further results showed that

opt and use some digital preservation techniques, they

r findings revealed that inadequate funding was the

tive preservation and conservation activities in the

dents agreed that books were mostly
mostly consulted also were the
rces and serial publications such as journals,
lted in polytechnic libraries in Niger

f Nkamnebe, Udem and Nkamnebe

resources and services by students

 State, Nic The study discovered the levels of
es. The findings revealed that students fairly use
shows that they use the library most during

hat resources currently available are fairly

/ of the respon
ulted in the library,

ng the Library should
1g library show, library
s a course in. the
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