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capacity to communicate has, therefore, transcended every barrier o.frime a‘r?d distance,

One observable trend in this information environment is that “more and mqye
academic resources are moving to the internet and in some cases being made available only
on the internet”. Also on the internet are millions of documents and hundreds of new
journals that will never be published in any other form (Missen, 1988). In the face of the
avalanche of information being generated daily and the speed at which it is being generated,
a redefinition of the raison d'ctre of the 'librarian as well as the library is imperative: 3
redefinition of the basic substance of the librarian's work in the accessible networks such as
the internet is a must (Ochai, 2000) argued.

: The question to ask is whether our State Government is ready and willing to support
our libraries to brace-up for these unavoidable changes, and whether indeed pose any
challenges to them. Undoubted, the information revolution is already here with us.
Librarians and libraries in Niger State and indeed in Nigeria have been caught in the 21"
~ century web, even if it be argued to be prematurely. Butthen how can we fully exploit and be
part of this global information network given all the problems of infrastructural, financial
implication, government readiness and commitment and the lack of already existing

- As part of this “global village” of this 21" century, our libraries are expected to
exploit the available resources of the “internet” maximally to our individual and collective
goodness. Our citizens' nay our readers' in all institutions of higher learnings' needs for
information for their studies in diverse disciplines are not different from those of researchers

- in the developed countries. What will our Government (our major parent body) do to
position our libraries in all academic institutions namely: Federal University of Technology,

- Minna, Ibrahim Badamossi University , Minna, College of Education, Minna, School of
Midwifery, Minna, Federal Polytechnic, Bida, State Polyteehnic, Bida, Scho

; -and the College of Education, Kontogora, to mention a few, who will be ines
timpact of 21" century? o

.

ledge will be continuous and extensive, and will inthe

nic and research libraries in our institutions of learning

as an integral part of their work, a sustained and systematic
to be able to remain in the mainstream of this information

e
e happenings, what should be the direction of our librarianship in this new
n the situation of most academic libraries and which librarianship have
! What government policy and budgetary provision made to deal with the
O'connor (1998) succinctly captures the scenario when he questioned
do and the need to continue to do consistently in the face of the
€ Lrevolution, Librarians can no longer lay claim to be knowledgeable
or well disposed than to have the monopoly of the answers to all academic queries. The
librarians' value to library users have been, not having knowledge ourselves but rather in
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possessing the skill to search for information™. But with ability of library users, to access
other library collections especially, the internet resources of the 21" century at some distant
locations, the monopoly has been broken; libraries are no more the sole access point for -
knowledge acquisition in our contemporary ¢ ommunities.
Academic Roles in Education and National Development in the 21" Century

Libraries have made a lot of outstanding contributions to the growth of
mankind and advancement of countless civilization. Once regarded primarily as
storehouses for books and periodicals; libraries have changed dramatically since the
middle of the 20" century. From their historical beginnings as places to keep the
business, legal, historical and religious records of civilization, they have emerged as a
far-reaching body of information resources and services (Encyclopedia Britannica,
2007). From its concept, it has been aptly described as the “heart-beat” at the primary,
secondary and tertiary levels of education processes of man around which school and
institutional programmes irrevocably revolve (Fafunwa, 1992). Library institutions
are therefore solely designed, established, equipped and managed for effectWe
dissemination of recorded knowledge to users and citizens whenever required librari
primarily serve as veritable medium for the attainment of the broad objectives of
learning, education, consultation, study, research and reference purpmes in all its
ramification. - et 2y

The realization of the enormous power of information in the 21’ T
libraries and information resource centres inevitably present in all secto:
economy. Hsem:e today, libraries are found in all the three levels of our sd 1
g public hbrancs research mstltutlons and pnvate A
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flibraries required in Niger in this 21st century which is an information
ch will provide up-to-date information resources in both print and
- teaching, learning and research at all levels of education (pre-
ary, colleges of education/technology, polytechnics and
lity and capacity of the state's citizenry could benefit from
¢ of knowledge that would transform the state rapidly. The
lace at the disposal of pupils and students at all levels of
in both remote and immediate data bases all over the
ke in depth and effective teaching and learning.
oncept of ownership has been left behind with
collections for long term use to accessing for

provi nywhere in the world.
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Suggestions for the Way Forward
In the iight of the above, it is necessary that libraries in gcncral as wcll as academic

: hukwu (1 999), as mlhtatm g agdmst the use of information technology facﬂlt]es in
s in Nigeria including should be effectively addressed. They include:
Poor and inadequate telecommunication facilities
oor level of computer literacy even within the academic community.
‘Poor computer facilities
F(mr level of awareness of internet facilities in the academic community.
Minimum involvement of academic institutions in network building and diffusion
mAﬁ'ica

e of decmon or pohcy makers of the power of 1nformat10nnetwork on
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