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ABSTRACT

This paper tries to examine _the major ways that the financing of technical vocational education
can be enhanFEd. It looked into the present state of technical vocational education in Nigeria. It
also Jooked into some Of the alternatives that funéfs could be generated for the financing of
technical vocational education and training such as: Endowment Fund, Education Tax,
Production Unit, Extra/Sandwich programmes and ~Consultancy/business. It drew oul
ons to improve the funding of technical vocational education some of which are,
d increasing the range of services the institutions offer to the immediate

here should be honesty in accountability when it comes L0 disbursement of funds.

recommendati
improving an
communities; t

Introduction: The economic downturn in Nigeria has made the educaﬁonal sector to be
experiencing serious under funding. This inadequate funding is biting hard in Technical
n and Training not withstanding that it is highly capital intensive.

in the level of the available faci

Vocational Educatio
lities, functional and up-to-date

This neglect is Vvery clear
e of education, it is well nigh

) further confirmed that,

equipment, structure and personnel. With this poor state of this typ

impossible for Nigeria to meet its desired manpower need. Okorie (2001
the instructional facilities in consonance with industrial development in most technical

institutions are grossly inadequate and out of date.

ffairs, there i need for the level of funding to be improved. This

should not be the sole responsibility.of the government a

To improve this ugly state of a
s it is, but other sources need to be

ccess 18 the active involvement of the communities in

explored. One of the ways t0 ensure su
funding technical vocational education.

The state of Technical Vocational Educatio
t for people who are

n: The general misconception that technical and

backward academically and that it is mere arts

Vocational education is mean
and crafts or typing and office practice are contributory factors to its poor funding. In its actual
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pment of skills,

ed with the develo

sense, vocational education is that education which is eoncern
ion.
ctional form

knowledge and attitudes required for success in any useful occupat
d to mean 2 fun

nal education as a term inten
to preparc persons to €
ew emerging occupati
ctical skill acquisitio
2004). It is obvio
man endeavours: Its

nter O continu€ in paid

on. chhnical \%
n and application of
us therefore that

Surman (2003) see technical and vocatio
ocation

of education, training or retraining designed
employment in any recognized occupation and in 1
hat type of education which deal with pra
ge (Federal Republic of Nigeria,
n cuts across a wide range of hu
h cherish technological advan
f technical and vocational
statement derive its relian
which offers technical voca
workshop buildings hardly ex
d, the same thing when we Vv
rkshops, where workshops

f the machine tools

education is t

basic scientific knowled
prospects are

cement.
education in Niger1

ce from observations
tional education.

ist let alone

technical vocational educatio
high in a society such as Nigeria whic
a the

Despite the acclaimed prospect 0

country seem unprepared for it. The foregoing

when one pays a visit to any educational institution-

dary schools and even technical colleges,
e workshop practice. Adewumi (1999), sai isited
found that many of them were without wo

e not installed. He discovered that most 0

In some secon
the materials for th
some technical colleges and
were provided, the equipment wer

were left on the corridors of most of the technical colleges.

s are not even available in some of these
vocational education teachers only

leaving the psychomotor

It is embarrassing to note that basic text book

institutions. These problems are so acute that technical

emphasize more of the development of cognitive and affective domains

domain which should be the main focus in such institutions.

Enhancing the Funding of Technical Vocational Education through Communal Efforts
The term community in this paper refers to all the people living in a given place, district or the
entire country. This means that parents, students, guardians, religious and voluntary agencies
professional bodies, trade unions, the industrial sector, market Associations, village and to
. A wn
unions, etc. are considered to be communities. By implicati i
. e | y implication then, the funding of technical
vocational should be a joint venture involving all.
It is in the realization of the need ft ity i '
or community involv i
y ement that government included it

in its policy. Federal Republic of Nigeria (2004). Education is an expensive socijal i
service and
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¢ adequate financial provision
ﬂulf"‘ Lovemment welcomes and enconrages the m”m;mhnn

' jocal communities, individuals and other organzation
¢ ‘ &

. won knowledpe 1)
« g comn e that the be
! ) ability of

Mstittons of learmng m terms of aval

ictures and leaming res e
,nrmﬂﬂ k resources are often these where noents are invol od Thus the

0 :
,tﬂ“"“m of meaningful vocational education for the child therefore demands concerted and
n‘l“cmim" cfforte hy the government, indis iiale and orpamzations Good schoo! community
,glallm“hi'1 in attamment of maximum teaching and leaming i< essential

It is apparent that the revenue from conventional sources such as government
(hventions, hoarding fee, games fees. medical and Library fees. development levies. cxiernal
ads and similar other sources cannot meet the ever-nsing cost of techmeal \ocational education

while trying to seck the consent of the community to be mvolved in the funding ~f technical

wocational cducation, the school should be more sensitive to the needs of 1ts immeadiate

d. The

ammunity. Some of anch services rendered can be Tuerative 1f adequatehy commerenalize

Larious sources of revenue that can be explored through the imvolvement of the commumity n

rchnical vocational education include:

Endowment Fund - This is money donated to proy wle income for the execution of some

(1)
by the mstutution 1o government,

Under this arrangement, appeals are made

projects
ation to donate funds for the exccution of some

philanthropists, other individuals, and organiz
point out here that the response received form the public will

secific projects. [t is pertinent (o

level of mutual relationsinp between the nstitution and community. The

be a function of the
commumty as regards its abihty to judiciously

«hool should be able to win the confidence of the

e the fund for the purpose for which 1t is meant
is charged with th

Thic can be done by involving some reputahle
¢ responsibility for disbursement

members of the society in the committee that

of such funds Another strategy 18 that <
als who hine

ame spectfic projects ot pilding could he named after

contributed immensely to the growth of

Some “'ca"hy nnd \\,'ﬂ”hy ill(“\i('"
lechnical vocational education in that community of cociety at large. This may make some ol

)
Sich people willing to finance
g of such |

come projects
yunchimg 1o comeide with political campaigns, Wealthy

\iother strategy is the timin N
hets Stll vet another strategy

N g onade chiel Taune
Mliticians secking the people’s mandate can he made ch

NP UTAC, PZ. Juhus Berpor, Impresat,
8 1o appronch some notabile orpanizatnons cuch as the NP, UACG, ! e
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clc. to . ; -ould also
execute some projects that have direct relationship with (o operations This &

he a soci Gen f

a social service for them to the institution.
T .y —_ . , certain
() ®Fducation Tar The government should make 2 legal declaration demanding 8

¢ r e 2 amznlions for
percentage of the profits from firms, industries and other profit makmyg organ

. ; : ¢ should be
cducation purposes. A good percentage of the amount accrung from thie source

; ‘ . 4 tinational
allocated to technical vocational education. The profits made Oy most of these mt
conglomerates are intensive to the phight of then host commumues

o . , . 1 preduetion Unt
(ii1)  Production Unit Each technical vocational instiunion chould cstablishea Pre

to be headed by a senior academic staff. This umit ensures the production of poods and scrvices
that the community or any individual may need  The payments for the products o SEVICES
constitute a revenue source for the nstiution. The services could be m areas o motor mechanic,
clectrical installation, plumbing. radio and television work. refrigerator, air condition work while
goods could be from carpentry and joinery. welding and fabrication, fitter machinisi. building.
cte

(iv)  Fees from Extra- Sandwich Programmes Some people stifl repard these programmes as
inferior to the usual regular programmes. There is need for an mtensified enlightenment
campaign on the cvistence and importance of such programmes as well as their corresponding
prospects. Where this has heen successfully done, the amount realized has been quite reasonable.
Ommka (1992) asserts, most institutions which offer technical vocational teacher education and
indulge in the above programmcs have been realizing substantial sums. This has viclded funds
cnough to embark on the implementation of capital projects and pirchase of some equipment

(v) Consultancy and Business Unit: Another viable option for funding technical vocation

cducation is the establishment of consultancy business unit by techmeal education mstitutions
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