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Abstract : )
I:hls“nnc doubt that Education plays vital roles In llu.d i
agriculture etc. That is the success of every human ende

This is also true about the provision and sustenanc e
1o some communities in Bosso and Paikor(.) Jocal gO\Cllj:lil\(l-‘c
following: the sponsor(s) of the water points . C(.)mpabrf‘ Cdow
and sustenance of water points, the frequencies of the IC? b
visits it was observed that about 95 percent of the cost of pf vision and sustenance of the water poings the
responsibility of the government. This lead to in adequate pro This in turn made the issue of sustainaby]ji,
frequent breakdowns and lack of maintenance of e ol pumPSh- r have lead to a lot of improvemeny i, the
very difficult. Proper education of these communities by the Amd(') crease in the number of water points ang

px'c;\ ision and sustenance of potable water points. This is indicated increa n

the rate of hand pump maintenance.

ino of every sector of ]il'Q b_C it health, transpoy
running atly related to how informed the People gye
| ,Olr)|ls\%’ll;'* Repeated visits were mludc by the Authgy
e of porta que"\s of Niger state with the view of findin
lp;rli‘cipm‘,onuol‘ the communities in (he Provision
n of the hand pumps among others, During (e
sion and sustenance of portable water yy,q the

g the

woman in particular), sustainability s |,
ensure that water services continye »

Introduction function reliably and w_ell. This shoy|q
Man has always tried to exploit the also correspond to a deSIrled service leve|
hydrologic cycle at one or more point in at an affordable cosF. N context, the
order to utilize the water for a variety of borehol@s should functlon through out the
uses. In many States of the Central and year with qnly mfre.quent breakdowns
Northern Nigeria, the provision and which are quickly repaired.

sustainability of this very important

resource is not being adequately done, Objectives )

especially in the rural areas where about This work seeks to know the cause(s) of i
70% of the population lives. adequate provision and sustenance of
The provision of portable water in these portable water in these communities. |t
communities is  mostly through  the also aims at profiling solution(s) to these
construction of boreholes and hand dug problems and to apply these solution(s) in
wells. The boreholes are mostly installed solving them.

With hand pumps operated machines.

Large investments have been made in the The Study Area

rural water sector in the past but a great
number of the projects have reported
deficiencies and systems that are not
functioning. Meeting short term needs and
at the same time establishing conditions
for future in order not to lose what has
been gained is being identified as the main
challenges for the future and present
generations.

Sustainability  according to  Collins
Cobuild English Language Dictionary, is

defined as something which is kept up for scattered but a few concentration is found

a long time. In the Beneficiary’s point of along the streams. The average monthly
view (in this case, the rural dweller and the rainfall is aboyt 150mm with a peak period

The study area is (parts of Paikoro and
Bosso L.G.A’s) located in Niger State of
Central Nigeria. (Fig. 1). The climate is
like much of West Africa. The day light
temperatures vary from about 24°C at the
middle of the wet season to over 35°C at
the peak of the dry season (Shekwolo
1983). The vegetation is Guinea Savannah
type with grasses between 0.5 to 2.5m
high, and short broad-leafed trees up to
I7m in height. The trees and shrubs are
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vige!
rring between August ang \LDanthl
” average annual rainfa|] i usually
Tl\\ct’" 700 — 750mm. The relief falls
¢ o (WO main units which are the high
gcs and the low lying lerraces which
o rise 10 undulating featyre of area This

l‘\L

\\"I

The major ethnic groups are the
people. A few others are Kadara and |
These people are mostly farmers
producing food and cash crops alike. The
women and children also participate

| " .
‘] kes agricultural activities (whicp, e greatly  in the  farm  work.
m 51[\ farming) very suitable.
/—::IJC .y {N
e
l Eoml \T}L\W“ 620 70 1°36
vK Bl S[Ta arey; _ Ve l ] I
r ‘ £ e ] ek (B9 \ | ii
S |
hrot I _. J 5 | ‘
{‘E » T-— b { Yaraey : i
= \.‘, ¢ S f t _ '.T ivcie o, ] J S l
i i Al wesl { KADUNA STATE !
2 4o L s b <l ( |
B 7 e NN ] l ~y l
: -0 ; SIS 2 i
[/‘N. | 1 X Nasko ,xw:.\m “ T s 4
IO i .\. ‘-n.’ = ) [. y ’_\/ J - Alaed ) |
\ i At O R | Ve \ <! :
“ ' (.J‘:_. > l Bt | macans / /-: i
o | e
W AU e PR TR : \
| L'ﬁ ® inllp \.——-&:‘.‘.-&T‘T“T—u‘,’ R e
\ L% N ° g ’._} s T :’wa\. |
.\. s et /;u:m:.n':» : | ® 7
! '\f_ﬂ-n ' - . l:-llltu;} ELe (”,'z.t‘ ,\".
g ‘\.}'ﬁ—"___’_? ~ \'\ s e -mui.":a.- \'
\ b - . N AL ) - 2 .'I . r
KW ARA STATEN, _«' _. i -
~
NIGER A [RE S |
45 :
1
b 52 |
28
<38
iy el Fe
_ LEGEND
tion
Z?altoe ‘:Zlcl Br‘::lndz-f: a T l._(t,.- SR Suundariey ~ -— Local Govt Boundaries. _ e
p mne  Local Government Heudququer. .® MASHEGU Major Town. O

Figure 1

ADMINISTRATIVE MAP OF NIGER STAT
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Discussions c lm“igi(m
wipAsial . water points was
and maintenance of the |-‘|mg L
y and Paikoro
een (mne(.l .h)

communities
505 of the total

¢ COIHmlIIlI(ICS

otal cost of th
{

done by the !-'“‘Crmm‘lll;«'»sm
holes mnslruclcq n b
LGAS were cmmdcrcdﬂg
the government.  The
contributed only about |
cost. As a result, most of “be government
considered the boreholes to d o maintain
owned and never see lh? HCCCommuni(ieS
them when the ncc.d arlS.CS'[able 2 above
such as all those listed In rovide
could not p'l'ties
boreholes remained without suc;l;gfgu | o
Furthermore, at  about ntinl.JC with
government could no longer co

the free provision of portable water. ties
With this background. three comm'uflwere
namely Danu, Selekpa and Suruyl e
educated on the possibility of contributing
money for the provision of the Wa_tedr
points by themselves. About .ﬁve marrie
men along with the community leader In
cach of these villages were the targeted
audience. | spoke with them to St'OP
wasting their hard earned money Wh]Ch
they generate mostly through yam farming
in courts for divorce. They were also made
to understand that they spend much money
on hospital bills because of their lack of
good potable water which in turn affect
their productivity on the farms. They
bought the idea and contributed money for
the  geophysical surveys, design and
construction of the boreholes in the year
1995. The government then supported by
providing only the hand pumps for the
installation. The news of development
went round the neighboring villages and
when educated in the same way as the
three mentioned above, did the same. With
time, the communities bore the total cost
for the provision and maintenance of the
boreholes .For example two communities

where government

15]

The women and childrep, Wer

fo that they need to l"i“'“tma:% alg,,
B 1on and \“\‘k‘n;mg.kI'Vli\:hiul\
water. This is becayge the ; of . °h
search for potable wate, B
education; they also 2ot |
provision of potable Water o Ved -
the sand and grave| ”‘“lcriuh'\
the construction. This Was
villages /bore holes |ig(q : iy in |
women eVen went as far , diy, S2 \.h‘
husbands only to be "L‘~|)rc
communities with borch(”“ 1
one Mrs. Binta Shehy of Berky,
Bosso LGA divorced he, hushg,,
year 1995.This is because i Stq
bore hole ql Berkuta V”’age ¢ v
younger Iacl|§§ also refyseq £ b M
in - communities  withoy, 3%
some of the communities, like A S,
Kampala the womep took
responsibility  of maintaininup the
boreholes. This they dig by ¢ er e
money monthly for the Mainten, Cen iy

Ceq.
dong - deg \
U

nt

boreholes thereby making e “’ar:er Of
sustainable. This is stj|| i, praqicpomltS
date. € il
Results

Portable water was adequately Proviy
for in many communitjes, Indivigyy
households also provideg water i g
houses. The men had to do this iy Order
be able to maintain their wives and gl

marry more; more so that Polygamy iy
practice in the area. Mos| of the boreholes
hardly breakdown for more than 48 hoy
without being put back to use Statistis
from RUWASTAN Project Minna shoys
that Paikoro LGA has the highest numbe
of bore holes in the State. This is clostly

related to the role played by education t
the community.

Conclusion ang Recommendations _
Proper education of the rural populace 5
Very vital to the provision nd
sustainability  of portable water. The
involvement of the rural dwellers in I
provision and sustainability of the Wi
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