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ABSTRACT

This study was conducted to assess factors that influenced the use of ICT by
small-scale farmers in FCT Abuja. Three-stage sampling procedure was
adopte_d to select 80 small-scale farmers in which structured questionnaire was
administered on to collect primary data. Data collected were analysed using
descriptive statistics and logit regression model. The results revealed that most
(90.0%) of the farmers were married and 55.0% had Just primary school
education. About 32.5% of respondents were within age range of 31-40 years
with mean age of 34 years. Furthermore, 90.0% of the farmers had houschold
size of 6-10 people with a mean of 7 people, while 57.5% of them had 6-10
years of farming experience with mean of 7.5 years. Half (50.0%) of
respondents had farm size of 1.1-2.0 hectares with mean of 1.73 hectares,
while 52.5% of the farmers had annual income between N41,000-N60,000.
Majority (87.5%) of the respondents were into maize production and about
37.5% of them use mobile phone. Result of logit regression revealed marital
status and educational level of the farmers had positive and significant (P<0.1)
relationship with ICT use, household size had a positive f:lnd significant
(P<0.01) influence on ICT use, while credit access and extenspn co.ntact. had
positive and significant (P<0.05) influence on ICT use. Constraints 1d‘emlﬁed
include poverty among the farmers (97.5%), inadequate capacity ancsjt
affordability, as well as poor access to e il]ﬂ'astl'tlcttll'e (96.3%) ranked 1.
and 2™, respectively. ICT use was found to be influenced by socio-economic
factors of the respondents. It is therefore recommended that, small-scale

farmers should be sensitized and encouraged by extension agents to key into

pro-poor programmes that will make them have access to ICT tools.
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W b_\ Sarmmers. Simiber stadiies exist (Bayves. 2000: Dao, 2004: Jonadad, 2015\ det
fty of hs —— s sl skeachy i RCT where hree number of small-scale Srmers
operate particulurly in ares development councils. This stady objective were o describe She
SO0 Soomoenic characteristics of the frmers: idennd \arious crops arown by the farmers.
Sxamine the types of ICT ook used by the farmers: determine the factors tha mfluence ICT
use by the famers. and idennify the constraimts himdering use of ICT by farmers in the stady
Y

MATERIALS AND METHODS

Sindy Area
Thes shady was conducead in Federal Capital Tamitory (FCT) Abwja which bes

between Itimades $725° and 925" N, and longinades 6745 and 745" E (Foderal Copial
. Tenmamy Asviculiwal Development Project (RCTADPL 2016). FCT administration &
throush Arca Councils which function in the same way as Local Government Areas (LGA)
of Staes with six (6) Area Councils namely Abuje. Abajl. Bwari, Geagwalade Kur and
wali FCT has a population of 776,298 with an estimated lnd area of 7.315km” (Natonal
Populstion Commission (NPC). 2006). The projected population as at 2018 using 2%
ywih e (World Bank 2018) was 1,093.939. FCT is located in the Guinea Savannah

jon with minium and meximm temperature of 28°C — 33°C, respactively. The
rainfll varies from 1 100mm — 1600m. while aericulture is the dominant aocupanon
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the respondents in their study area were young and active in farming. thus could easily utilize

ICT.
Tmliocmmc characl:enstics of the respondents (n = 80)

Age (Years) o T3

<21 4 50

21-30 20 25.0

31-40 26 325

41-50 20 250

> 50 10 125 34

Marital Status

Single 6 75

Married 2 00

Divorced 2 =3

Household Size

15 6 3

6—10 2 i

1515 2 22 :

Experience (Years)

- 6 75

6-10 46 e

11-15 24 =

y 50 75
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