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ABSTRACT

Today mea.mngf. ul improvement of the standard of living of a country 's citizens bears a
close r'elatlonsth with the level of science and Technology advancement of the cOuniry.
Jt has been f)bserved that the economic as well as the political environment in Nigerian is
not conducive for‘the growth of science and technology. This paper siresses on the
management of science and technology education for self-reliance economic in the 21"
century.  The problem inherent in the Nigerian economic were look into finally
conclusions were drawn and recommendation made to ensure that the political as well as
the economic environment are made conducive for the growth of science and technology
10 improve the standard of living of the populace.

INTRODUCTION

Development today, poses a challenge and presents an opportunity. Urgent
reflection and action are needed for our very survival is at stake (Dube, 1988). The
survival of the nation and her growth is determined by her advancement in science and
technology (Akpata, 1996). Science is defined as the branch of study that is concerned
with observation and classification of facts and especially with the establishment or
strictly with the quantitative formulation of verifiable general laws chiefly by induction
and hypothesis (Websters, 1971).  While technology is defined as the mastery and
utilization of manufacturing and industrial methods, systematic application of knowledge
to practical tasks in industry. (Oyeyinka, 1999). Nations are cager to make history, or to
allow themselves and their entire civilization to be wiped off the face of the earth. Asa
developing, nation, Nigeria enters the new century with great aspiration, with enormous
experience, with great potential, and a bulk of human and natural resources. The choice
is there to make history or decline, to pay the prize of true freedom or shimp into self-
imposed slavery of dependency (Anyebe, 1996). Our strategy for a self-reliant
advancement in science and technology should be all embracing. Today, meaningful
improvement of the standard of living of a country’s citizen bears a close relationship
with the level of science and technology advancement of the country. Industrialization
has become synonymous with the power status of the nation. The voice of science and
technology as catalysts in industrialization cannot be over-emphasized.
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making school curricula relevant to life in the society. In Tanzania, the Arusha
declaration (Nyerere, 1967) provided the direction for education levels. The declaration
solicits education for self-reliance and recommends that primary education should not
only be complete in itself but should also be community-based.

Similarly, effort was also made in the United Kingdom in the 1960s and early
970s to make science curricula more responsive to children’s and special needs. (Yusuf,
Amamize and Adeniran (1999).

CONCLUSION

It will suffice to say that science and techndlogy benefits which were manifest

uring the industrial revolution that swept Europe in the 18" century, is a phenomenon

hat cannot be wished away. It must be embraced by all nations that wish to achieve

economic advancement. There is a clear indication that in Nigeria; there are no signs of

uman progress. Most well-intended policies deviated from their target. There is

bservable trend of inconsistency in policy and practice of science and technology that

as not allowed a significant improvement in our standard of living.

: The political and economic environment in Nigeria is not conducive for the

rowth of science and technology.  Also, the national consciousness towards

evelopment is absent. There is the need for citizens to imbibe the culture of hard work

nd change their psychic and attitude. Also. science and technology management should

e seen as a comprehensive approach at policy coordination, both in design and

mplementation so that satisfactory trends in various economic variables could put the

conomy on the arduous journey towards sustained technological achievement in the 21%

entury.

RECOMMENDATION

ased on the findings of the study, the following recommendations are made:-

- Government should launch a campaign that will direct the nation’s focus on
the acquisition of science and technology education.

- Government should channel more recourses to science and technology

education as well as the productive sector of the economy in order to improve

the living standard of its citizenry.

- Higher institutions, research institutions should be well equipped by

government and support agencies (i.e. UNESCO, UNDP, etc) to enable them

discharge their functions effectively.

- Government should articulate its policies and programs properly and ensure

effective and efficient implementation of science and technology program for

the industrial growth of the nation.

- The political and economic environment of the country should be made more

economic independence and increase of the standard of living.
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