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vISUAL POLLUTION CONTROL: A PANACEA

PROBLEMS OF THE BUILT ENVIR FOR AESTHETICS

ONMENT

75 I 41, -
Odliaua, L., ~ Akande, O.X l' O"'S“'U'(,R.E."ANJA)wbu pP?

secture Programine, ‘Abubakar Tafawa Bal, ; : ! 2
L Archi of Architecture. Federal Universizy of Tz‘;’;lﬁ’;;’;’;;?;;’imﬁigé;aDeparmwN

ct
Ab"ﬂ - 1 2 ] ¥ e,
reased desire for people to achieve a mope harmonious and visually attractive

1N : : ,
gleil’"-‘h"f’ with Ihc:r’ cn,wf'onme{u Is stimulating professional\s associated with the built
vironment 10 e-xplor € new patterns and ways 1o rebuild the built environment. This issue

5 also pressul ed the Seanar 0"’"‘-’{”“”-" 10 deal with the impact of pollution on the built
gmvironment, hy ufl\wcmmg the skills of architects 1o he involved in the process. The built
nvironmeni consists of elements that ought to make it atrractive. However. it has been so
defaced and ‘,',’5"“”-" polluted. Visual pollution here refers to those elements of the
1pulscape or “fownscape that the community finds unattractive ay they constitute an
qesre in the emvironment. They include deteriorated and dilapidated  buildings,
overgrown weeds, indiscriminate dumping of refuse, unkempt roundabout sculptures,
sroken streetlights and Iraffic stoplights, damaged telephone and utility poles, graffiti
enontrolled posting of hills and posiers etc. Though much attention has been devoted 0
controllmg other factors causing environmemal pollution, visual pollution conrrol has not
heen given much consideration. This paper examines the aspect and the impact of visual
poliution on the built environment, ft suggests among others' control cfforts that can be
uken 1o enhance quality built environment.

Keywords: aesthetics, built environment, control, pollution, visual

Introduction
The built environment is that part of the natural environment that has been altered by

humans with the introduction of man-made structures. It is everything humanly created,
modified, or constructed, arranged, or maintained that is developed to fulfill human
purposes (i.€. to satisfy human needs, wants and values). It 1s developed to protect us from
the overall environment, to mediate or change this environment for our comfort and well-
being. with results that affect the environmental context. It refers to the totality of all that
bumans have changed or rearranged within the natural environment (Bartuska and Young
1994) The built environment also includes all physical features such as buildings and their
wsociated surroundings, streets and hard surfaces, roadsides and verges. The. ﬁ_rst
'mpression of an environment either of a city neighborhood, rural town or pristine
wilderness is generally visual. Hence, what we see is the visual environment. Natural and
“niticial components that retlect design, architecture, art and natural processes combine to
Geate & mosaic of images we rarely think about, yet experience" constantly. Change due
o fhe seasons or vegetation growth and human intervention such as development or

Biculture is a constant feature of the environment. In essence, llie visual envirqnment is
;nd‘tmcgm] thread in the fabric of our communities. Unfortunately, the unique and
Gt

dSlory

Yidual character of mast Nigeria's cities, towns and countryside Wh'c:; = la proc:ucttho:‘
J» culture and geography is being eroded and con§tant1y defaced { le ;n;cer]: 1; ! ian
compe 1€ Visual pollution. Numerous economic and social factors are not le
but ine in énvi ce.
Wi lng to the decline in environmental appearan . ngtural environment, we have

.y ance th !
e vare of the nood to preserye o enh nment, the degree to which
nous, complex and simple,

" ‘ ] enviro
¢ gneer. O T€COgnize the benefits of & hea]lh:dv:z:ia monoto

én““mmemal physical appearance is vari
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v or attractive has & major IMpact gn - :
disordered, le in it. This in turn, has consequenc ¢

€S f
jous an don't care about litter o Other
hsﬂﬂo“! nmcm and sronment. If we dO Do a aﬂ‘m, Visl.lal
5 ermrc-;nviromm:mal characler OF green space, Othe 1My
iht

. techno-bi8 . conment - then what does :hls 52y about our altity g, , '

pilibo l ;‘abri ¢ of our env dence that some of t 1e most Visually b Wg;

S pent? It i 10 o the most dysfunctional °i.l°“r chvironment !

viro X ong . :

tel‘:l:. country 18 al;-o ar;lf the visual quality of our built environmeny 15
factor in 1

iihteracy

.fe“' ah,

k#\
. CSto U
Ighled lo. “.d Oy
HOWev . It

gl * 4 Maip,
Widespregg Vi

. An Importance c_)fhsual‘thcrac.,\‘ |
Aﬂ'hedcs Of Place: : ust 'eXlSl‘ \\'ilhln a ph)'Slca] environment - they lnlcrac[ .

; it (Altman 1993), Altman noted thy Vg
derive imporiant meaﬂ“‘n% g‘or?n&i,e(ncing factor in people's behavioyr "ehp. ¥icg]
environment 15 more ;1:\1 in which personal rclatio-ns!\ips are embed
medium, milieu o‘r bcfviahh"‘ Spaces, places and buildings are more {
which ‘the.y- cﬂ:?.v are imbued with meaning and resonance, as they
people sl !;;Sc'\ric;' interpersonal .relationships, and shared events ip
pﬂ;x?::ships‘ families, communities and wider culture. Indeed, Boyer
:hes as repositones of ‘collective memory'. Environmental me‘anin
constructed by individuals, but also by tlie broader culture and sociaj s
people live (Saegert and Winkel. 1990). . _

The built forms with which people interact are richly embedded with symbolism, a3
evoke various sentiments, emotions and meanings (often ambiguously), and can provok:
certain actions (Cohen, 1974, Dovey, 1999). However, appreciation of the link betyeer
the quality of people's relationship with place and their individual and collective welk
being has been somewhat limited in western culture (Read, 1997). Curtis and Kees Josgs
(1998) define sense of place as "the meaning, intention, felt value and significance tha
individuals or groups give 1o particular places". Sense of place refers to tlie feeling of

t, such as a place or neighbourhood. and
Som ective identity that comes from this sense of belonging
gf.(ffﬁ,"df,”f' Ruviin, 1987). Jacops argued that place attachment is a deep human el

o0 ot simply look out over g landscape and say 'this belongs to me' They wy. !

is

ded, ang “:1;;;
han jus ey
S}TnboliZc pecpl?'g
people's eXtenyg
(1994) describg
85 are ngp o,
tructure ip which

bout the loss of ide ’

CES Can acy ( ntity. People belong in the world: it gll*‘f_s
especially whep people fu‘;‘[”lu o ch.nc the individuals 1o themselves and to th‘e “Ttﬂ
hospital, “or 5 cpijq taking oln & Particular role in tha place, such as a nurse in 8 1™

noted the Connection betuw, the role of Student at a local school (Rivlin, 1982?. Rivlin
Toots linked 10 5 Peﬁon'sc;c;:rslaccl altachment, the development of local conncctlon; ;ﬂ?
attag 0 i . oy, Plac

Achment reflects (e expe'.:tati:izs}:s‘m')ﬂ and feelings of comfort and security. ™

(heir lives i th . o
< Op]c hOld y y hcv lan
des‘m)‘ed and ponu:ll;e ('A}hman, 1993 a5 to where and how they p

- When cherished p| s, and setting
and grief (r OT irevocab)y 1shed places, spaces, of 0%
(Reag, ), Similar g that _‘;ZEHSed beyond our control, we feel a sens¢

last jp . a . : i which %%
Rivlin (1952, note?ie?hr:t?);‘ ( Altfnan, 1991. the loss of a personal relationship f plact

cOnnect; - the psychological impact of loss o '

N0eCtions Ofnection betwe Psychological impac ot |
B3 securiry, and roots linkeq ¢ a " Place attachment and the develop™ for
Developars Person'

 Personal history, and feelings o ©

o
Unatt,
o Create Me n?ched to the

e
relop-
I » seek to redevethL
rials to g Places they see e b

» . qV
€Ir memories once the sites h

S i S

Scanned with CamScanner



M

8!
1% Annual Nationa Conference SET

FuT Minna 28" Feb-2"™ Mar 2007
_'“_,‘__-_

n t under St

ed. "Let us‘ no : Cstimate

wf'gﬂr own self-identity,

mentgy| well-be; ch the loss of ¢ :
s ‘,’0 aship with the places we kg, - €ing and ¢ad and dying places
alt

. be 1 1
: As the places in wh; INteract With, is p, o8’ (Read 1996) Our

§ intricate. AS Ul 15 Which we Jiye int Stract, but is close
o onal change (Hiss, 1990). L oging One's h act change

pers can be even worse than losing it 1o 2 Naturg|
d*cive public sympathy anc_l disaster relief, yey

.+ houses for the expansion of freewa
the athy or financial compensation (Read
s}*f‘chol(;gical malaise, we must 3 ’
ps} . -

cconomic prosperity.
\eed for interventions to foster sense of lace
Tne provision of human services - sycpy as shops, banks, pogt
impact on & person’s sense of place. For ex i
eahance sense of place "by Tepresenting a poing

ithin" (Kearns, 1991). Safe attractio i
and within® ( > odlc, active public Spaces and venues ne i
. . P § ed

eovourage comm-umt}_mmgl{ng and Socializing. He Stated that the path tgoczill;;l;]:li:o
pericipation begins with seeing, and knowing liking, trusting, and finally, acting Hise
(1990) ar_gued _thal a key resource in replemshing treasured places is peop,le's abiiixy to
kmow ﬂ?elr environment (long oyerlooked and devalued) and their capacity to explore their
interaction with it thrqugh their own senses. "If people learn to recognize the cultural
landscape as an tf’xpressnon of their lives, t come to see its protection as a means of
self-preservation” (Afshar, 1998 ).

People choose environments in which they will survive and thrive, in which they will be
ehle to employ their abilities and survival skills and thus meet their needs. Of course, these
needs may not function at the conscious level, they may also be affected by individual
taracenistics and experiences, and socio-cultural factors (Kaplan & Kaplan 1982).
People are constantly striving to make sense of their world, and have an innate curiosity to
discover new information, they like to share their knowledge, and find it validating to be
listened to as they share it. Moreover, "people hate being confused, disoriented,
Icompetent, and helpless" (Kaplan & Kaplan, 1989). The Kaplans noted that human
®gnition probably evolved before language, and thus the perception and recognition of
Visual angd spatial information has played a central role inhuman evohfnon,.and remains
“ntral to human thought. Humans have a strong drive to 'make sense of (mte;:pret)l' thg
Mronment angd to be involved will) il We prefer environments th;it ;iftord us sa ety,.1 lo;e
* shelter. We are also motivated to locale environments where \(})&H cul]‘lossil:gaxns :°
Smulated, whilst at the same time affording a degree of cenglrgy.Viroz:]?ma] preference
ich ouy cognitive maps will be extended but not overloaded. t?on
£ C0sely tied o the effective selection and processing of information. d facilitate
) ake sense of them and fac
“ronments will be preferred that allow people to m

em herence;

an 'make sense' afford a degree of co :
Vme i i ironments that 'make sen la of coherences
e indivi;tmj (;al::: raccot;lc;)r;.nfnt\gr?om a harmonious whole. Distinct ele

: i 'mystery' to
ient complexity and mysten,
m(:f? [t!ield - gives the participant the

€ effect whi

of contact with the worlds both beyond

hey may

. h hn
: ibility - such as a depth of they pass throug
o ene, :;;xg:;auf;?btzﬁg ltl:,y<_-,°n;prehend their enV;TOTtT;E:l gisnﬂs Sf:o,— their overall,
ll(.,p F Wi -t o evalua NPT le's
o & Kaplan. 19825, b). People e apapor, 1982 e aning tat thse
T im ific deta N t the mea
e pa:t;;:::}i’g: t:?l:ario;riizc;r styles of housing reflec

Scanned with CamScanner



ional Conference SET, F.u T, Mi
-1 ‘%ﬂ-
~{r2f"
¢ iti ks and h 9
Therefore, cities, par ouSCs o o
id for them- . about the attitud MY arq
envi'ronmcn.ts ho'duals put provide cll_Jcs bit br use th €s of the People quQ -
feelings in indivi bOI:It those who inhabi us em. Rapg ho P,
d also @

. . [ . S sl 01'1 ary ESI )
e “the latent {unction of desugns,' mn aﬂordmg a sense g ey Bueg lhafnq
understanding OF € 5 o ntral to a meaningful conception o the n

. enw
seen as culturally variable, Rapq on nwronmem

lng WBS v i . A
r-untu:rmore.nf‘:l':iaor:1 had been paid t0 the meaning that users derjy
i €
insufficient attenty

tated that designers and planners
N ; ronment. He s .

with the bull(; :::ninsz and purpose. Designers t.cnd to focus on the Perceptyy
over mteﬂ;}‘;J ilt forms, whereas users or inhabitants lend to view the same o,
features O ’

. d to a particular memory, associated
. s (i.e. connecte
associational term

function). He stated that for users, a teeling of self-control and personalizat?g
or '

: : t e e
sronment is a crucial element in their satisfaction. Users neeg o ecora?’ the
env .

ersonalize their habitat (house of neigthl.lrhood), which ultimately become

P ntant than the architectural features. Architects have tended to Oppose or iong mo::
L?fr;n need. focusing on style (or utility): rather than the affective Signiﬁcance ';ft;;s
environment  Designers (and by extension, developer‘s and urban Planners) hnf
frequently resisted giving control pf expression, or meaning, to inhabitants, By, me
and Sense of Community in addition to practical mf:rastructurg needs, Communitjes
have deeper needs which must be met, in order to be fully sustainable, such a5 'Commun:;:,

spirit’, or sense of community (Berkowitz 1996).

fe
¢ from ¢ Cir i It thy

General Background about Environmental Pollution
Pollution is contamination of the natural environment with harmful substances often as 2
consequence of human activities. There arc a number of different types of pollution that
have a large cumulative impact on our local environment. Traditional forms of pollutian
have included air pollution, water pollution and land contamination. However, modem
forms include:
(2) Thermal pollution, which is the discharge of heated water and is an aspect of
water pollution
(b) Noise pollution, which encom
noise and barking dogs

(c) Light pollution, which include

as tloodlighting on sports f;
e ng on sp ns field

. . ’ . jal
passes roadway noise, aircraft noise, industne

s light trespass and over illumination, lighting s
S, can be a source of noise pollution.

) : s

g udes the presence of overhead power lines, billboer
Pollutants are the open storage of junk. '

snow 10 be a factor i many iliness and diseases including cancer, i

diseases allergies angd
es, a . . . fihe
potential harm pogeq bs;t.hxt?]ae' m:le t‘r};ed_s.eneral public has become more a“aﬂ?gf the

consequences of t ttional forms of pollution, awarensss
he more modern additions is less well knowz.

tAn 0vervicw . watel i
referred primarily to the fouling of if g
s of h.uman activities. In recent years It hasgene I
ttract; Cments of . environmental quality. Visual pollution &
una Ty of the quality.
Ve, including buildingg Ig:s SC4pe or "townscape™ that the commU“'“phont

uﬁlhy poles and i . A tele
3 wi ' Ness signg ; signs. ML e
o Bings a5 profiferggion LcF (Dun, 2006).'Vi;.m8tlopsfhts anﬁ o issues 850 T
Mportant COMmponents of‘o £ billbogy. ds ight/pollution hich

n o 1hiC
. . : W al
Visua) . > dumps, junkyards and the like: % i

Polllmon . 8 lmp‘y Stated, "b ight“ is somcthm.
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(roys appearance and results
© eome to include a wide ran :
as €01 Ny 8¢ of visual pollutant
. . . 5t
¢ communities, mc‘;udmg such things as trash and liltel:ato: Crg;:g; dt:
o8 ve-groun er . i 1

BT operties, al.)o ¢ g'ou pn.“u‘ and Communications transmission lines’
S0P ion tOWerS. intrusive and objectionable ady :

' i _ . ertising signage. bills and
I g€ visual impairments With i oo T8 RAC pOSters
g s of out doubt, bill posting and signage that is

= oter ! nt and inappropriate in pla : 6. o
o e i amou placement is the most ubiquitous of these

h"l s ds
T gl BIDOAES o iliboards, al

3 g signs and bil oar ..s' a\, most always placed as some kind of advertising, have
" ryisual pollution”. Nothing can destroy the distinctive character our
i sountryside more quickly ] )
w d cc 3 y or thoroughly than uncontrolled signs and

_gminies AN ‘o
“T . signs in the public rights-of-way have been around for as long as there have
of control in recent vears.

’-'N!.g;hc " gh?S'Of‘“'a.‘". but t.he Pumbers have spiraled out

¥ s fields of "popsicle-stick” signs for homebuilders and politicians, painting,
T and other signs plastered on every available walls, fence and utility pole, everyone
| g cavironment has sc.\mcthm%t to ?:mtc about the Prolifcrafion of signs. Communities
o resein control of their visua snwronmcnt, preserve their distinctive character and
et natural beauty and the énvironment b_)’ enacting and enforcing ordinances that
;;r:ﬂ agnage and bnllb.oards and posting of bills. Reducing sign and billboard bhght
o communities chlalm local beauty and character Excellent alternatives to large
e signs and billboards, such as way finding signs, logo signs and tourist-oriented
;.,;,Jml signs, can help people locate local businesses and arc minimal in their visual
ot

s sdvent of new and modern telecommunications system in to the countrv in recent
s has encouraged the rapid development and growth of new telecommunications
winology such as wireless telephones and digital television. However, antenna lowers,
#m of conmderable height, have been built near people’s homes and in rural as well as
ez eeas Towering above trees, neighbourhoods and protruding into the skyline, such
veers ofien have-a verv unappealing visual impact. Reconciling the requirements of
ummumcations engineering and community aesthetics is a difficult and growing problem
* me that must be directly addressed if both needs arc to be properly served The visual
i waocisted with above ground utility lines besets both our residential and
el sreas These lines and poles are particularly objectionable i_n our !ocal
“772g rreas where (hey obstruct the vision of drivers and greatly impair the visual
“iaveness of the locale

Zm“‘h" Pallution on the Built Environment -~ dh
\,'m of pollution that has entered our environment hns‘ been greatly increa y
.;‘.m'w't)- and can have a regative impact on human qualny.of life and ‘the he:{:h o:
h:“.-mnrcﬂt Noise pollution, for example, can cause serious damage mcﬁors::
,;'imt: time and cause sleep disturbance and stress. Water pollution can sand alsz
‘__Our waterways which cause a loss of biodiversity, health of Lbe"“ar:::riz ind also
C‘FH 1Rug) pallution Detenorating ph_\,'sical features of 'urban f:tl\ITO T P health
W h‘"dings and environments. vandalisrh g h!?crecnial and phvsicai
b’&h tlvve hi‘»lmiﬂh‘ed how such environments can impact on both m ’

i idents and
E " . s & B anxicty among resi _
1 Teduction in physical activity, !0 . ablished fact that a community

L di &) It is an est ’ :

o Vigyy 1sorder (CABE SPACE, 200%) 0 decline and loss

Ibi\i y ractive built environment can not suffer from € nomlcff from visual
fess e mmunity that sulicrs

Mvestment while on the other hand a €0
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ct beneficial and significa
hard pressed to'at'tfa '8 Mt econgm:
g bI?Ience a community's appeal for economic developpey B
investment. ' ilution. Visual pollution thus adversely affe

c W

isual po ) Cts bys; adygy,

ected by visudl PUFE - Nt iNesge. . 'eIse),
affi econOmic development and overall quality of lite in oy, buily en\-?: » togg,,

public safety, on i
iy
dressing the Problem ‘ .
I[Andour evefi'day lives, we interact with olur e{mronment i_it eve{'y scale ang at
inhabit towns, cities or landscape, experiencing thgse as inhabitant or onlooker evels
l X At every point, environmental quality affe Blime,

. l\, '
frequently, sometimes rarel) p . Cts our ..
b:ttqer or for worse, the fact that a sound an_d secure environment raises the qualiny uie\ for
reason enough to promote the best possible environment and to preyeny i 7 . ¢is

nt
visually polluted, the following Shf’Uld therefore be Sivﬁn COHSidgration; Ht from beer

1) Establish design and environmental star!dards. The primary objective of ,
environmental policy should be the creation and recreation of tow "
an attractive environment for their inhabitants. Poor environmental
depressing and destroys local pride. Such a situation can also deter investmer, 1,
would otherwise have help to promote employment and prosperity. Good desiu:.a:
therefore vital to ensure that attractive, safe and comfortable environmenys m
created and maintained. ’

2) Greening the environment. Trees and vegetation help to produce an attractive gy
pleasant place in which to live or work. Plants can help to cleanse the air by
reducing the effects of particulate and gaseous pollutants. Leaves can absorb a high
proportion of the dust particles present in air. In summer, a street without trees miy
have up to ten times the amount of dust suspended in the air as a similar street with
trees, trees can add dignity and visual beauty to streets and spaces and transform
the character of otherwise unattractive townscapes.

3) There should also be timely renovation of both public and private buildings, a3
well as maintenance of public utility. Likewise, creating sign regulations
developed with community input will encourage business owners to erect less
intrusive signs that relied an area's spirit, contributing to civic pride and helping to
revitalize commercial districts. Regulations should encourage signs that quickly
communicate their message, complement their surroundings and enhance the
visual character of the community. Attractive on-premise signs can help er_icoufii':'i
residents and business owners to work together to improve and revitalize loc2
appearance.

Conclusion

It is not at of place to aspire to have a built environment that is attractive b
uph_ﬁmg and raise our self esteem. Hence, an attractive, healthy, safe and s
environment which functions efficiently and enriches the experience of livin
in the built environment is desired. However, surroundings that are unattfac® - .
v1§ua_lly polluted are dispiriting, By applying architectural aesthetics and P lan;uifl
pnqcnples as well as integrating landscape elements in the scenario O .‘he an
environment, We can create environments and places that are attractive, sustainabl
uplifting.

ecause it can b'e
ustainable bU
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