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Adp et
e development media theory, ome of the normative theories of the press, is o working theory used to

I"IIII-"r'"H S e mes wiedia (6 o “_'."I'il"' Hor o thie oo geanontie conditfany dn wiicd it ,;I:ll.!:IfJJ'.'.’.I'I"r."S. "rlﬁ:'l"i
article seviews these normattve theortes, namaely, the authoritarian media theory, the Sovier-compmunist
theory! the Whertarian media theory for the free presy theory)) soelal responsibiliny J'-”E-'d_'-'ﬂ {hewry,
demacratic partleipani medlo theary and the development media theary: Particulaely, it examines ahe of
i thiories - the development media theory of the pross, ewtlines ey characteristicos and frlr:'ﬁ'l.'i af -"_ffi’ -'?Irl-"'
thar sy shonldd play wnder (s theory with i view to seeing (Fthis theory is appropriale (o the Nigerian
shuation and ity press comsidering hete level of development, The ariicle conclides that the development
smeadler theeory, with seome madifications, iy bese for the Nigeeian situation. Jfevecommends chat the Nigerian
s shonld dedihe wtedy propagale, promeie and prateci demacralic vaies and ingtituiions, national
ceononie devedopment, Nigorfan cultere, and finky with sister Afriean nations and the developing wiarld.

Lntrodiethon

e development media theory 18 one ol the six narmative theories of the press. Criginally, {pur normative
theories al the press were propounded by Siebert Peterson and Schramm (1956). These are the
autheritarian media theory, sovict-communist media theory, libertarian media theory, (or free press
theary) nnd social responsibility media theory, Their position is that “the press always takes on the form
and eoleration of the social and pelitical stuctures within which it operates. Especially, it reflects the
system of soctal contral whereby the relations of individuals and institutions are adjusted” [Siebert,
Peterson & Schram 1956, 1-2),

Four Original Normative Theories of the Press

First, there 18 the authoritarian media theory which states that the media whether public or private “existed
lo serve the government in power and were forbidden to eriticize the government or its functionaries™
{Folarmn, 2002:27). The media are not allowed to enticize the gavernment or its officials no matter how
wrong they -the govermnaent or its officials- are. Instead the media are to support government at all times
and beloval Lo g,

The second normative theory of the press 14 the soviet-communist media theory which believes that the
main task ol the press was Lo serve the interest, and be under the control of the working class with ne room
or private ownership, (Anaete, Onabanjo & Osifeso, 2008), The media are used to promote the soviet
system and support development and change towards the attainment of the communist state. Media offer
support and loyalty o the working elass and its leaders and are committed to realizing a communist
classlesssociety,

Thethird is the libertarian media theory or free press theory which “preseribes that an individual should be
ree 1o publish what he or she likes and to held and express opinions freely” (Folarin, 2002: 30), This
theary ofthe press believes in the unfeltered freedom of the individual to hold any apinion whatsaever and
express same withoul any restrictions o negative consequences. Ideas should be expressed ﬁ-a:l;.-r and
compete with other ideas in the market place of ideas, and may the best idea dominate and be freely
adopted.

The fourthofthe eriginal four normativetheories of the press is the social responsibility media theory, The
positions af this theary is that the media should aceept and fulfill certain obligations to society; avoid
whalever might lead |o erime, violence, civil disorder; and should reflect the sociery's ;;lufaii:y'.gi{ri-ng
secess to various points of view, (Anaeto, Onabanjo, & Osifeso, 2008), S

M 51




—ﬁ

tion, Scienceé and Technolog)! (JIEST) Vol. 1 No: 2
Education;

»>>’ Journal of Information;

Two other Normative Theorie ; .22) points out that “scholars like
Apart from the aforemenlic?nedsfour normative theories, Folarn (zoiié?i)ﬁmcipant Media Theory ang
Denis McQuail have drawn attention to two emerging theorics: D?E:z)ry according to McQuail (1983.98)
Development Media Theory”. The Democratic Participant media fioation of privately owned mediaanq
reflects “public reaction against the commercialization and monopo - stitutions, cstab!lsl_led according t
against the centralism and bureaucratization of public l?l'oa_dcasmg addition to the existing bureaucracy,
the norms of social responsibility”. The theory's position s that BLUR L o gown so that all potential
commercial and professional hegemony in media systems shou 0

users and consumers would have equal access to the media (Folarin,

The Development Media Theory ¢this paper is the development media
The sixth normative theory of the press which is the central focus © McQuail (1 983:131) states that the
theory which sees the media as pivots for national development. should be used for “the primacy of
central thesis of the theory is that the mass media in developing nanm}iical)' the pursuit of cultural and
the national development task (economic, social, cultural and po ‘herdévelopirlgcountries”.
informational autonomy; support for democracy; and solidanty withot
McQuail (1981), cited in Kadijat (2009:128), clarifies further: it for an existing
Development media theory advocates med:a Suppo; tional economic
political regime and its efforts to bring about na lteffol'ts media
development.... By supporting government developmen nation s well
aid society at large. This theory argues that until a edia must
established and its economic development well underwa)’i Isrtl ot
be supportive rather than critical of government. Journall i e
pick apart government efforts to promote development but it
govermnment in implementing such policies.

: 3 ; t forward because the other qognative
Folarin (2002) explains that the development media theory was put I due to certain characteristics that

theories of the press could not be easily applied to developing countries
are peculiar to them. Theseinclude:

(1) Absence or inadequate supply of requisite communication infrastructure;
(2) Relatively limited supply of requisite professional skills;

(3) Relative lack of cultural production resources;

4) Relatively limited availability of media-literate audiences;

5) Dependence on the developed world for technology, skill §nd culturgl products.
The major tenets of development media theory according to McQuail (1987) in Folarin (2002) are as

follows:

(1) Media must accept and carry out positive development tasks in line with nationally
established policy.

(i1) Freedom of the media should be open to economic priorities and development needs of
the society.

(11i) Media should give priority in their content to the national culture and languages.

(iv) Media should give priority in news and information to links with other developing
countries, which are close geographically, culturally or politically.

) Journalists and other media workers have responsibilities as well as freedom in their
information gathering and dissemination tasks.

(vi) In the interest of development ends, the state has a right to intervene in, or restrict, media

operation; and devices of censorship, subsidy and direct control can be justified.
The development media theory thus deals with the structure and performance of the media in developing
countries and ” encompasses a great variety of socio-cultural, economic and political conditions which,
however, tend to converge in a primary concern to use the media for development purposes™. (Folarin,
2002:38-39).

How do the tenets of the development media theory apply to Nigeria? In other words, of what relevance is.
the mediadevelopment theory to the Nigerian press? : X

~In the first place, the characteristics or circumstances that m:
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theories to developing countries exist in Nigeria, These have been listed above to be the absence or
inadequate supply of requisite communication infrastructure and professional skills; lack of cultural
production resources and limited availability of media-literate audiences; and dependence on the
developed world for technology, skills and cultural products. As a result of these peculiar circumstances,
wholesale application of other theories of the press earlier sketched may not be appropriate. Developmen!
media theory, with modifications based on experience, seems to be the most appropriate theory to apply 1o
the Nigerian Press. Letus consider each tenet or proposition of the development media theory and see how
wellitwould apply to the Nigerian press.

(A)- Mtlffiia must accept and carry out positive development tasks in line with nationally established
policy.
Itis a fact that Nigeria is facing a lot of development challenges in virtually all areas or segments
of the polity. These challenges include the nurturing of democratic culture and institutions,
development of basic infrastructure such as roads and power supply; economic challenges such as
poverty and unemployment; social challenges especially in youth development and education
among others. The press cannot divorce itself from the challenges in the society of which it is a
part. It must contribute in solving these problems through education and mobilization. As noted
by a onetime editor-in-chief of New Nigerian cited, in Domatob and Hall (1983:10), the mass
media “should be an agent in mobilizing the society, ... educating the society, ... consolidating
independence or, in one or two cases, revolution”. Therefore the Nigerian press should considerit
aduty to adopt the proposition of the media development theory stating that “media must accept
and carry out positive development tasks in line withnationally established policy”.

(B).  Freedom of the media should be open to economic priorities and development needs of society.
The Nigerian Press should not adopt wholesale the Libertarian philosophy of free press without
modifications. Taking the development challenges of the nation into account, it should modify
freedom of the press to suit the economic priorities and development needs of the nation. For
instance, in promoting and exercising the free expression of opinions, the press should not
encourage or glorify those ideas that would pit one section of the society against the other, ideas
that glamorize or demonize an ethnic group or section; and generally, issues that would lead to
social disharmony. It should partner with the government in arriving at and promoting economic
policies and mobilizing the populace to adopt these policies with a view to achieving set economic

goals or targets.

Media should give priority in their content to the national culture and language(s).

- Ogah (2007:190), the development media theory “is for the positive use of the media

development and for autonomy of cultural identity of a particular nation”. The
ess should as a matter of deliberate policy adopt this tenet of the development media
1e Nigerian content policy of the Nigerian Broadcasting Board of Control is thus a policy
ht direction. The situation where our airwaves are filled with foreign music and other
ot the best. The programmes that are broadcast on our television are largely
and culture should be protected and promoted to halt and possibly
ism that is currently going on. Nigerian dresses, dances, languages
beactively encouraged and celebrated. The Nigerian press should thus be

' s tenet of the media development theory. It should take

| ICTs which has made production of high quality progammes

ce advantage of the internet which has provided a ready global

©.
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to links we share with other developing

itically.
tot ry to this tenet or proposition.
than we do of West Africa or
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thie Nigerian press o report more news abaut our neighbors, “hﬂ“ts‘ﬂq_ﬁ:;ﬂ:ﬁ;ﬁ EE‘“‘;“ Afrigy g
about the developing nations than about Americans and buT“:EE“:g' R dmlf“‘ﬂ!ﬂt Teiyg,
that we have more in commen with our neighbaurs, with Africans, ping ”“[inr,._
than we have with Americans or Europeans.

(E).  Journalists and other media workers have responsibilitics as well as freedom in theip i, ﬁ:n-n%u“
eathering and dissemination tasks. * g e Ay
Although Folarin 120651210 o s tat ﬁ:?ﬁgﬂginmj‘;:“;“?;ﬁ E:ﬂniﬁ“. by,

orking puideline”, it could still be argu at the. : TIPS iy

rﬂm}:ll]?%%iiflnlaﬂy rales of freedom and responsibility in “’EF,E“??';‘:E ::';tﬁ“mma '.fn 2‘;
information. The press should therefare EJWFE]?'-‘-W?“‘”_“"‘"": ke ;:n ?Fr Tl tole gy, whij.
protecting its freedom in news gathering and dissemination. For ex d.':' €, reparting Eter.:.u_tm:';
about other groups which are not based on facts and all mono-directional pey, shou '
discouraged.

(F)- In the interest of development ends, the state has a right to INtErvene in, or 1 fricg o
} operation; and deviees uf?ermnrship,suhﬂid}' and dﬁfﬂ*“ﬂﬂmlcmﬁﬁlﬂﬁﬂ _ iy
This principle of development media theory is rightly centroversia i D’?m:! 1o Angey, i
[200%:64) seholars have argued that it goes against the workings o Sfﬁﬁﬂ- lftedqm an I
nonsense of the idea of development™. 1t is the opinion of Folarin (2002) thyy the preg
fulfill its obligations and defend its rights, On the other hand, the state should enSure fhy - .
D ontravenes the law, it should face prosecution expecting a fair and spey i
concludes that “nothing in the origin, basis and principles of development media thegy 4 ' He
iFtFIP!ﬁEd'ﬂs'_ﬂutldﬁigm:di'a&qd jﬁwuéliguﬁ'nm.wclﬂlrﬁmﬂllh}lﬂmmstmg_%% .
press freedom (Folarin, 2002:38), This paper fully adopts this position, :
Conclusion 8
This paper reviewed the nermative thearies of the press which are! theaufhummﬁm
SOVIel-communist theory; the social respansibility media theory; mllbmmm:dlﬁ heary (o 1o,
press theory), democratic participant media theory and the dﬂglt_rp;:ngnll. mcd:ar,]:gm; “E.EW Mﬁu ]
dﬁ"“"ﬂl“mémﬁﬂ'dfﬂﬂ?mr} was extensively examined as this paper sees i a5 very relevan tofhe
sihmﬂmaﬁﬁﬁdeﬁgthé_cmm&fam&nﬂml ofdevelopment and what its long-term gogjs g,
theoryby the Niger
- challenges that Nigeri:
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§ A deli 1 F :
3 shou:lib]f::atg poh:i:y of cqnvas_s;lng for the development of the human resources of the country
e ak‘OP“? .Our educational system, from primary to tertiary, should be overhauled witha
e am Ingitat par withany other in the world but grounded in Nigerian local realities. In this
pPectthere is a need to develop a national ideology espousing a Nigerian dream and a vision of

3:;{ }f)tl;ce in Africa and the world, In the short-term all policies, politics and politicians that align
1ese should be encouraged, and those that undermine education should be condemned and
blacklisted by the press.

; T L - . - .
4 he Nigerian press should actively promote our indigenous culture and traditions so long as they

d : : :
ngt?m {ionﬂm with the overall development of the society. Local dresses should be adopted as
onal dresses. The use of English wears should be discouraged- in our banks and courts, for

Cxampl_e. In a similar manner, local indigenous dishes and drinks should be promoted and even
glamorized by the media.

5. More content should be devoted in the Nigerian media to news from neighbouring countries,
other African countries, the developing world of Asia and Latin America in that order than those
on norj(hAmerica and Europe,

The ngenan media stakeholders including the Nigerian Union of Journalists, the Nigerian Guild
of Editors, the Broadeasting Organisation of Nigeria and the Newspapers Proprietors of Nigeria

_should key into these principles, modifying them if found necessary, adopt them and actively
implement them.
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