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Abstract

Wildlife management is at the heart of wildlife tourism in any protected area. While some effort
have peen made to understand how wildlife is managed in developed and some developing
countri€s using quantitative approach, there is scarcity of such investigation using a qualitative
EPPTUaC}}- Thus,_ this paper explored wildlife management practice in Kainji Lake National Park
in Nigeria. Ten in-depth interviews were conducted with staff of the park; they were recorded and
Hamcqbed verbatim. Thematic analysis was used to examine and understand patterns in the
transcript which led to generation of themes. The study revealed that the park is an embodiment
of valuable animals that should be well protected for the growth and development of wildlife
ecotourism, and the main management practice are free range method, patrol and camera capture
approach. The study also found out that the management practice is faced with challenges which
include use of obsolete equipment, lack of regular maintenance of patrol vehicles and personnel
resulting from poor funding. Other challenges are illegal farming, hunting, logging and fishing.
Based on these findings, the study recommended that there should be an effective public-private
partnership of Wildlife park management and rearrangement that encourages community
participation in tourism development through the establishment of community based tourism
enterprises and strict implementation of regulations guiding against illegal activities in the park.

Keywords: Wildlife, Challenges, Ecotourism, National Park, and Management.
Introduction:

Nigeria is endowed with abundant wildlife across the spectrum of her states, whose management
prior to her independence was basically to safeguard them as valuable national assets. The idea
of management wildlife as an important recreation and tourism resources took the center stage
after independence when they were recognized as having immense potential in revenue
generation and conservation (Ijeoma and Ogbara, 2013). As a way of utilizing and deriving
benefits from the numerous wildlife in the country, eight national parks were developed which
are currently been preserved, enhanced and managed by the Nigeria National Park Service
(NNPS). Among the established parks in Nigeria, the development of Kainji Lake National park
marked the first attempt at managing wildlife for tourism purposes in Nigeria, and it falls under

non-captive natural habitats (Lameed, 2007).

Animals that are unusual or endangered usually pre-dominate non-captive natural habitat, and
because they are particularly attractive, and interesting according to Weaver (2005), the increase
in demand for closer interaction with various classes of them has sparked the emergence of
different forms of wildlife ecotourism activities (Semeniuk, Haider, Cooper, & Rothley, 2010).
Such interactions can play different roles in the tourist experience: from a marginal role, for
example in the case where wildlife 1s an incidental part of a guided tour, to a central role, as in
recreational hunting and fishing tours (Reynolds & Braithwaite, 2001). Visitor interaction with
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National Park. Elephants exist in the park before but have gone on extinction as a result of noise
of air force route that pass through the

from the activities of man like logging and aircraft noise | ¥
park (R5: Statician of the Park)” Furthermore, another interviewee cqmmented, ‘t{re park
harbors different species of birds which is made of 233 species, 28 species of frmphzbtans, 62
species of mammals, and 52 species of fishes(R4: Ranger) » The above narration affirms the

world would want to see and

existence of varieties of wildlife that tourists from all over the . -
possibly have contact with, which further confirm Nigeria as a country with abundant potentials

in wildlife resources for tourism development.

Knowledge of the remaining existing wildlife in the park is usually gotten_through t_he str?teglc
location of cameras in the park to capture the activities of animals. According to an Interviewee

“a research that involves placing camera in different strategic positions of the park in order to

capture the activities and bountiful nature of the park was conducted in 2016 (R10: H.O.D
Planning Research and ICT)”. The figure 1, 2 and 3 below shows the location of the camera traps

and pictures of some wildlife species obtained through the camera traps in the park.
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Fig. 1 Location of Camera Traps in Kainji Lake National Park
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Fig. 2: A Female Lion Picture Captured Using Camt;ra Traps
Fig. 3: Antelopes Picture Captured Using Camera Traps

Research Question 2
What are the existing wildlife management Practices of Kainji Park?

Three principal management practice are currently being practiced in Kainji Lake National
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Park, and they are: the free range, the patrol approach and the use of cameras.

T'he Free Range

This is the main management practice in the park, where animals are left to mﬁve.freely in
their natural habitat without any confermént and hindrance. In this case they move in search
of food of their taste and breed by themselves at their own will. This practice is not c_llfferer}t
from what obtains in wildlife tourism parks in other part of the world. To substantiate this
claim, the Assistance H.O.D Ecology commented that “the animals are managed through
free range, they are not confined, animals we have here are not confined, and they are
managed through free range (R1).” Similarly, ahother interviewee mentioned that “animals
here are free, we are not keeping them as it is done in a zoo (R6: Chief Park Warden).”

T'he Patrol Approach

This approach involves daily movement of staff in the park to check for illegal activities. It is
carried out by protection staff known as rangers, who are under the Department of Ecology and
Resource Management. According to one of the park staff, “We managed them through our
rangers because we have people in the office, then we have rangers in the field and majority of
people that worked in the park systems are rangers, they are the one that controls and protect
our flora and fauna, right now they are in the field, they are in their various stations where they
g0 out for patrol. Most of the patrol are carried out by trekking, in some places they use vehicle
but not all the places are accessible by vehicle (R2: Assistant Inspector of Paramilitary Settings.
A ranger supported R2 comment as he narrated that, “patrol means going around the park 1o
check so that no poacher can sneak in. This process is done either through the use of vehicles
molorcycles, trekking or even the use of bicycles. It is carried out by being in uniform, patrol van
and then ammunitions, then we move in a group of not less than ten(10) inside the park for like
three to five days to comb the park just to know what is happening and to observe any illegal
activities within the park (R8: Ranger)”.To further exemplify the patrol approach, the follow;

photographs (fig. 4 and 5) shows rangers trekking and moving in vans to check for 1llegal
encroachment by hunter, loggers, farmers, and fishermen.
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Fig 4. Rangers Trekking in the Park to Check Illegal Encroachment
Fig 5. Rangers in a Van for Daily Anti-Poaching Patrol

Camera Capture Approach

Conversation with staff of the national park reveals that the use of camera strategically fixed at
different locations in the park has proven to be an effective wildlife management approach. To
this end, a ranger remarked that, “We fix camera in hidden locations in the park to capture the
activities of those involved in illegal doings in the park, and it has yielded results (R3: Tourism

Officer)”

Research Question Three

What are the challenges of the Existing Wildlife Management Practice in Kani Lake
National Park?

The findings of this research revealed that inadequate funding is one of the main challenge of the
existing wildlife management practice. This has led to inadequacy in implements required to
handle various logistics in the park. Almost all the interviewees lamented on insufficient fund
allocated to the park for management of the fauna and flora. As mentioned by one of the
interviewee, “The challenge of funding has affected the whole system of the park. Our operations
cannot be effective without enough funding. Because of insufficient fund, regular patrol is
hampered, so also is tackling illegal hunting, grazing, and logging (R7: Head of Demmwm
Ecotourism)”.In addition to this view, another interviewee commented that, “F mg has
always been a major management challenge here, the park cannot operate without funding. We

need sufficient money for maintenance of patrol vehicles, jeep track and training of our staff on
the modern management practices (R1: Assistant HOD, Ecology)”.
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interviewees remarked, “There is currently the issue of inadequate vehicles, difficulty in fueling
the available patrol vehicle, use of outdated guns, lack of communication gadgets and the use of
outdated guns by rangers (R9: Intelligent Officer. Paramilitary Setting of the Park)”. “We are
facing lack of equipment thereby exposing our rangers to the threat.of poachers. They kill our
rangers nearly every time. We lost three staff this year as a result of lack of equipment for self-
defense and protection (R8: Ranger)”, “Most of those involved in illegal activities in the park are
those in the neighboring communities and the Fulani grazers who as a result of poverty believe
they can make money by killing animals, grazing on the park vegetation or cutting of tree in the
park (R7: Head of Department, Ecotourism)”. Figure 6 and 7 shows a Fulani poacher with

animals encroaching the park.

¢ wildlife in the park. Funding issues

The finding of this research agrees with the result of a similar research by Mgonja, Sirrma and
Mkumbo, (2015) in Tanzania. Their research also reveal that Tanzania protected areas have
suffered from funding struggles and other impediments of wildlife tourism growth such as
deforestation, poaching, and human encroachment due to rapid population increase. In addition,
research has shown that wildlife population have been seriously decimated by hunting, poaching,
human encroachment, habitat fragmentation, drought, and veldt fires in Botswana (Chase, 2011).
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Fig. 6 Shows a Fulani Man with a Gun Encroaching the Park

Fig. 7 Shows Fulani Cows Ilegally Grazing on the Park Vegetation

One of the causes of the challenges faced by Kainji Lake National Park is “Government
Negligence and Corruption”. Nigerian government appeared not to have given purposeful serious
emphasize on taking tourism as an engine for economic growth and development. There is so
much over concentration on the oil industry, and neglecting the tourism industry that has been
adjudged today to be a large employer of jobs to a varied spectrum of the society. A lot of fund is
required in upgrading and maintaining park facilities, which is not often disbursed adequately,
and the little disbursement is not been fully utilized as some are diverted into personal use by
corrupt officials at the national park headquarter in Abuja. As remarked by an interviewee,
“Nigeria has been relying on crude oil without thinking of other alternatives. Many sectors that
would have improved the economic fortunes of the country have been neglected (R1: Assistant
HOD, Ecology)”. Additionally, another interviewee commented that, “The political will to
reform the Nigerian national parks is not there, which is why deliberate effort has not been
made to showcase the park to the outside world (R6: Chief Park Warden) .

High illiteracy level of people of the host communities of the national park has led to i{lcreas'%ng
pressure on the park resources. The finding of this research revealed that most of the n_mghbnnng
community members are not educated, and have little or no knowledge of the significance of
conversation of park resources. This makes them feel that exploiting the park resources thrqug,h
hunting, fishing, grazing and logging is their right. The comment of intewic\}r RS, who is 1n
charge of statistical data of the park provides further insight on the above claim, “The people

around us have low education. They don't know the importance of the park despite the fact tha

3

we have conservation education that have gone round to tell them the importance of conserving
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