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language and consequently, in communication and depicts the

Anyone who speaks or writes EW?I:;“ in both speaking and writing media has internalized the rule

Is considered as a good and an
language by learners at various |

'.\oumwlﬁm”mhmmmmm
spoaker. However, the present day usage of English

and verb, among others, It ig | Of sducation is bedeviled by errors in agreement between subject
drawing the attention of the :rbﬂf:ﬂ this that this paper seeks to address the problem by not only

possible areas of subjectverh ag

main groups and the error frequency of

error frequencies (142) followed by

R but also proffers solutions to It. The paper highlights four
and recorded errors found in each of the groups. ‘he four

each of the groups are problem involving pronouns has more

(64). Some of the recommendations |ndndi1:1?k|::ummn sensitive to suhi-cﬂur':g -qr“:ml
In the input that surrounds them, 10 enable students use English language in natural settings.

Keywords: Subject-Verb, Agreement, Error.

INTRODUCTION

The problem of subject-verb agreement among English
as second language speakers is becoming more cbvious
and rampant culling across various educational levels.
Right from primary to the university level many students
speak and write without obeying the rule of subject-verb
agreement. The most worrisome dimension of the
problem is that it extends beyond school level to
advanced speakers of English language such as
lecturers at various levels, some honourable members of
state and national assemblies and in some media outfits,
such as bulleting and the internet. In fact, cases of
errors of subject-verb agreement were found not only in
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students’ essays but even in wrilings of colleagues in
universites. The wriler has read and heard expressions
such as “they does”, | does, the tertlary education and
national security increases the indivicdual and personal

and contain clear messages but are wrong because they
viclate the rue of subject-verb agreement. According to
Otavio (2003), if you want 10 assess the extent lo which
your students have truiy inlemalized subjectiverd
agreement rues, you must test how consistently they're
getting the thed person's’ nght in spontaneous
communication, across a range of verbs as isolated
instances probably won't tell much

Errors in subject-verb agreement is becoming wide
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address the yn i =2
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a5 second language learners ang L] Y Nioers

analysis of students’
amamrating the problem

The paper hinges on the theory of error Naly=s of

ourism, which IS 8 systematic 51 :
errors. Errors in | uey of leamers

learni hiaree gm i
centra of attention ang k.rm:hg e '?E
become ane of the mast activaly

language and literacy pedagogy. In the ESL context,

of Engiish language leaming and teaching. When
educalors used audio lingual approach {ALM) orrors
were not loderated at all. However, with the introducton
on communicative language teaching the perception of
leamers® errors has changed because emors are now
considered pant and parcel of second language
acquisition. Emors committed by the leamers revealed
the true state of second language leamers’ proficiendy
of the new language they are leaming at a particular
point of tme. Apart from that they also revealed what the
second language leamers do not know and what they
have intemalized of the new language system (Slapa
and lzahar, 2010 nd). Brown (2000) opines that
Systematic errors are errors in a text or the wrong forms
commilled with some significant frequency. For a wrong
form (written or uttered) to be an emor it must be
commilted with some frequency which shows that the
language producer, ie., the leamer, does not know the
rule governing the comect form, either because he
'anores it although he has already leamed it of he has
not leamed it and he is trying to over generalize by
3pplying rules to the prevailing situation. Brown (2000}
identifies four sources of errors:

\a) Intedingua transfer. This is where the language
leamer draws on the native language. i.e., the previous
linguistic systam_
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(b) Intrafingua transfer Orce o learmer Fias acouired
paris of the new system. mors and mecs etrabra
iransier, generalization within L2 wonidd serr

{c) Context of leaming: Alse, cafled “false concapts” or
finduced errors”, which incipdas

I Mislcading explanation frem thy tegchar

. Faulty presentation of # structure in g tesaibareic:

in. Impsoper Cant eartualized pettererr

e, Confused vocabulary iems because of conficurius
presantation: :

v. Inappropriate formal forms of language - ook
language;

[} Communication sralegies: This ocours when i crcler
o get the messages BCT0SS, & learmer may use some
techrigues: like word Coinage, circuminoution, falze
togrates, and prefabricated patierns, which can all ke
sources of ermor,

The most dominant source of VA error s
mterdingua transfer (Brown, 2000; David, 2005, Law,
2005, Maros et al., 2007), Stapha and lzaba, nud 2000,
among cthers. A number of studies (Ctava, 2593
Meses, Joseph and Moses, 2007) have also added that
SVA error could be attributed 1o the facs students acouirs
LZ momphemes fna fairly prediciable fashion, rEgardicss
of language background and age. The third persan 'S s
internalized relatively [ata — afer g aufiEry b,
artides and iregular past forms

Review of Related Literature

The problem of SVA cuts across marry Enghish a=
secord language users and was investigated by difarent
researchers. Studies by Noorizah and Mustaphs (1502
Iiﬂads‘ﬂﬁasmaﬁmemwmdmmm

The findings showed that the leamers had - difficidties
wmmrmwmmaamavsmuxad#ﬂadm
SIMOS recorded,

Stapa and lzaha (n.d) 2010 opine that Mataysian
ESL leamers face problems in subject-verh agreerment
because in their L1 which is Bahasa Malaysia thers is
no such rde regarding subject-verh agreement. In
Bahasa Malaysia all subjects either singular or phurst
require the same formn of verb. In their study of Twenty
postgraduate (English Language Studies) students fram
8 leachers' training college from the northemn siste of
Malaysia Stapa and Izzha (nd} 2010, examined eaes in
S types of subjectverb agresments: subjsct verh
agreement of person, subject verb sgreement of
number, agreement with coordinated subject, Boreament
wilth indefinite expression of amount and ﬁ rmn-:

ent and proximity. They conclude EvEn
the levelof poscracate stxfes (i Eneh) lcarmers
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slill Tace dificullios |n suleci-vor g T
W found 1o make mistakes in il Huﬂ i ﬂmlr
subject-vorb  pgroomaonts namoly:  the Syoras
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number, e subjoct-vert agreemen of E,‘_,m':m"::,

agreament with coordinatod subject and al
ngreamaent and  proskmity. It is  thus hnpy::mllr:r
remedial actions be taken 1o curb this Profdem,

Law (2005) studied the necuisition English 5A
by lon ESL loarnors consisting of five form two gaydents
and five lorm five students and disceyorsd Thal Sy was
l{m;;ﬂl Hllmmllﬂ;liﬂmmlllcnr eficulty om v

0em Wi linked Lo the |
Rl bty he influonce of the L1, which

Mosas el a, (2007) oddressed the Issuns o
challengos assacialed with the Teaching and lomwning o
English Ianguagn in tortiary institutions with particuba
attardion on Kogl Statg Collogn of Education Technical)
Kabba in Nigerin. Ebira or Igala L1 spoakars, whown
rﬂ"ﬂllﬂnﬂ'n Rgreament Ilﬂ'ﬂmqn A lhas {Ilﬂhﬂ':jl:“ vy
find the acquisition of e agreemant Taatures of Engiah
n dounling task, snd feature of Elbém nr ligpiad iy
Intorfore with thoss of English in language usage.
According lo them verbs in mast Migporian "[I"'ﬂuﬂﬂl.lli wrn
Invariant whanovir they occur with different NPs in
diferent persons and as such the phenomenon of
subjact- varb agroomant doos nol exist. For inglance, in
Mupe language in Niger stale of Nigeria, the same verb
farm s usod for all kinds of subjects on seen in the
s lancas balow,

b play lootball eviry doy.

Hi play football avery day.

Thay play foothsl eviry diy.
Evorybody play foctball every day
Allyu ploy football every day.

Siapa and lzaha ngd (2000) analysed errors on
pubjectverh agrepment among post-graduate leachor
iralneen in o college in Malaysin, Twonly poslgraduaie
(English Languoge Studies) students frem & leachom
traliing college from the norhern state of Malayso has
participated In the study. The sledy examine efrors in
five types of subject-verb agreements: subject verh
agrocmant ol person, subject verh agreement of
numbar, ngreamant with coardinated subject, agrosment
with indefinite expression of amount and alsa nolional
agreement and proximity. The instruments used in this
sludy are 2 typoes of wrillen composilions: argumantativa
and factual. The compositions were analyzed 10 identify
the problems in wriling grammatically comect subject-
varb agreement by the tludents. The results of the sludy
reveal thal majority of the students have commitied
arro in subject-varb agrasment especially In SVA of
number and followsd by SYA of parson, Tho studenis
wers found 1o avold using the complex sub-nies of SVA
thal indude the agreement with coordinated subjact,
agreemont wilh indefinite expressions of amount and

T —————

nlso redbanal pgrodmont bne proeiemity

Ertoen In language leaming hove obwirys BT ’_
contro of altention and kncwisdge of grammar FaS
Baenmne org of tha most setively distiossed queslitns in
languiage and Moracy podagogy, In the ESL contis!
knowdedge of grammar becomes Bn lssua of intensa
o nurity

Darus and Subramaniomn (2006) edamingd errors in
72 onsays of siudenis consisting of 37 males snd 33
females studying in o socondary school in Malaysa Al
the participants came  from  non-Englieh  speaking
background and they hardly commumecaed in Englinh
oulsitin the school, Thay found that SVA wis amcrng he
sl most common orrors made by the subjacts whe
[neluchad sl form, warki fonisa, word chaicd,
propanitian and word Groes

Rand (2000) sodied o Engliah tmds ariilen Gy
advancad Iragl lnamers and discoverad the misuse of
the varb lense invelving senlences such as, they it in
the garden” and the dropping of the fhird person
singuiar-s In sontences fike sho sludy English” and
Muna go to school every day, Faad (2009) attritated the
arrors io (be impact of tha Ambic langusge on ihe Arab
FFL loasmarn,

David (2005) odds that erors may be assessed
according to the degree 1o which ihey irtarfara with
communication; global errors maka an utlerance ifficult
1o understand  as in | wish | went my mother's house
last year nnd local errors which do net, 8s  In the
oxnmpln, "I ongry” , whora tha mesning (8 apgasent.
Errors  Irvchving  subject-vorb  agroemont  can  be
classifind under local arror as i dooes nol affect the
massago balng of communication. Meverfhaless, tha
stuclants really need 1o master the rule of SVA In crdar 1o
wrile effoctivoly and 1o convey thar massages cheary
ond affactively. By witing a pioce of work that s error
fren, it shows that leamors hve masieréd the English
grommar ruled and it will gve o good impression 1o
others who raad thelr work [(Warden, Chen  and
Raynolds, 2000]

Rodigue (2015) stales thal the use of singulsre
varsus, plural verbs and comect subject-verd agresment
nre mofe Bbstract concepls and require more detailed
axplanalions, Comect use of singular and plural verks
also depends on the wiler's sbilty 1o correctly [dantify
the fubject of the senlence and 1o determine i the
subject s singuisr or plural, Therefors, this paper
imvEstigates the problem of subject-arh  agraement
{SWA) among ona hundred level students of Federal
University of Technology, Minna.

[ty

METHOD

The essays ol one hundred and twenty sampled
sludents of Federal University of Technalogy, Minna who

L
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. Bummation phursls Nordguesl (7016) obeerve that
e and artuies of drems conmating of two sgupl purtin
which aim jered corbbule s et Phatals. Somp ol
R tonga. glasess, tighls,
panls. troosers. shorts. speciacies slc Thoso wiyjnty
toled b one Themg, bl Lske plural verba
fe. Collective mouns M (J015) obesrve thal
oollnciive noura are “notonally plured bul grammatoally
ugler A collecBve noun when used B8 a subject 1akea
verbs that vacllste scoordng b the intention of the

givomman|, The Arsd mague. he Uiniled Natione
8 Tha sudence wers eryoywg every menute of il
b The sudience wes smpaying svery minute of i
a8 The commines has med and i considering the

i

b The commiee have mol and am considering the

i

The difference between sentences a’ and 1 above
refiocts 3 difference in atitude. the sngular sitosses the

L)
it and Okunade <

i Aledd, e peisan o Ahing Dalng ol unsind  Yyhot
M ool noany of thosa Tonme (0 English, e """"l'
(whelher ausiliany of maln) agreas wih (1 (Mils 218,
Morrdguit, H016)

Plovwsmnd, nany peopks deviala from e noime i
Tt mpeikry modl witien Doglish Alsa, alihosgh all winilif
ol Wt savme prbnckplie of agresaent, cersln vors
s 10 ba @ litle more frowtbesomae hen olheis 0
pisiticulad, many agreemem aimor resull from e inlsuse
of (e comimaon vorbin havi, da, and b
The varb to b, prasent (past)

Parson Singulor
Flst | (wan)
Booond you arm (war) WOl e (W)

Thlred bin, shias, (0l (i) iy win (wain)

The vorl to have, prasent (past)

Prarmon; Blngular PFlural

I it | b (i) weid i (Tnid )

Boueond you hove (hmd) o e (M)

Third he, she, (t has (had)  thy hava (hid)

Regular vorbs, 0.0, to work, present (past)

Pormon: Slngular Plural

Flrst | wodk (workog) wit woik (worked)
Socond you work (worked) you wark (workad)
Third b, ahe, it works (workod) they work [worked

b Damonatrate  pronouns; the  demonstislivo
pronoung nchide this' and thal' for singule  naor
raleranca and Yhess’ and ‘thosa lTor plural  distanl
roferancs; Examplas an:

This bpok (s e,

Thisne books ara mineg,

This/that i} a Mary.

Thinthat )

Those boys are my sons. Problem emerges if the
sngular domonsirative (s used with plural vert and vice
vorsn,

Ze. Indofinite Pronouns: the lollowing  indefinite
pronouns are always singulsr snd should be paimed with
i singular vart:

i One {Bryone, everyan, no ono, someon

b, Anybady (everybody, somebody, nobody)

o Anyihing (averyihing, something, nathing)

i, E:I:;h.lnlhhnf. nisthir

n he following senlences, ench acl i mn
Iretfid i iy prodoun  and  ench  verb .;ﬂ. n -+
0. Nobody claima 1o be parfect,

b, Everybody plays the fool somutimes

c. Each of the divers has an oxygen tank

ol martles has rolled oul o the circle
of, an the principle of preximity, the

verh agrees with tha noun which closely precedes il As

Plural
W (W

a. Nelther John nor the gins were at the party
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Aways plural and shoug be pairad with a

terrodsts have 3
4 BUITSAdorod
ﬂllmmnﬂ mﬁ; Quanitative pronouns [s0m, all, noni)
. BT it tha pronoun mfers o, Examplet

g : mﬂ the studants hava resumingd fior sl
o Al the students s Tegutered for the axamingtion

3. Tonse: tenss is g
EVA 1 T‘I;Ew daterminant aa far ps

85 -0d, -8, -85 and -ing. The typs of lense mast Wifeced
by SVA is simple present tense. The Simphz Presoen
is nol really about the presant, and it's actually not all
:I::l_mpl:.h%ﬂhﬁm.ﬂ'umﬂhtu&ahnu!n

For axample, consider the two sentonces below:
Hu has a house.
Thay have a housa

These are both stalements of fact. This is one
typical use of the Simple Present—1o slafe @ Toch o ko
sy something thal is "always® true, at all times (in the
Past, Present, or Future) In this case, most reguilar
verbs are changed from singular to plural simply adding -
& 0f -85 1o the end of the base word, as in sings, gives,
requares, elc. Some verbs ending in (-ch, -5, <sh, -x or -
Z} form Iheir third-person singular by adding ~asto the
base as in (walches, misses, rushas, mixes, burzes).
Verbs ending in a consonant + y (such as Iy} fom the
third-person singular by changing the y 1o i and adding -
oz (fnas),
4. Intervening Expressions: David (2015} cpined that
many grammars: embrace the principle that 8 singular
subject requires a singular vert fom regardless of af
plural formns. i intervening  prepositional  phrases
appositves and particaple phrases: Examples ame
a. Thes box of omamenis belongs 1o me
b. Five miles is a long way 1o wilk.

]
o Tha umbot of unils hes been repodod 10 be v |
d. In sOMo Arens Ol A v wrr b T R TR | .-||Jl,'r-|

RESULTS AND ISCUSSION

Aol pnalyaing the ermom procduciod by ths fospondant i,
it bk Toirsd A0l Wy Badk errads 60 all (e fowr Sabjecl-wor ks
ngreamont calegones Imaestigsed In the susays Tha
moauld of the e of subjec-vert agreamon by he
raapandants 8 displayod in iha tabla 1 0o 4 Balow

CONCLUSION

The sludy shows thol studonta hove problems with
gubject- vorb pgreement o& can be soen from samplos
of grrors prosented in the lablea. N s aleg clope (ol
sbject-vorh agresmont involving pronouns has mons
ormor requancies (142) folowed by lonse (107), nouns
{B5) nnd arrors Invahedng Intervaning vardablos (84), Tha
finding of this siudy ks a ploture of whol obtaing (n other
clossrooms  and  somotimas  among  many  Nlecols
speakers of English pe sacond language.

RECOMMENDATIONS

Bosed on the findings of the sludy, tha following
recommendations can be mada:

1. Tenchers should moke students mare sonsitive 1o
subjectierb agreement in the inpul that surrounds tham,
The mare they notice and re-nolice the third person 5’
outside the classroom, the maore Ekely They ara (o
resiructure their interlanguage,

2. Shudents should ba encouraged 1o moniter el
spoech which might contrdbute 1o long-tarm  overall
Bccuracy,

3. Teachers should ensure infensive (3 uage teachi
fght trom the lower laved so as to Insljrniln ﬂ:"; ntudnr:?:
the cormect use of subjectverb agreament.

4. Tesls should be carelully selected by the teachers o
Enmiure strong language base for leamens

5. Communicatve language feaching should ba
encouraged 1o enable students use English fanguage In
natural soitings.

B. Tuacﬁm should monitor students’ writlen and oral
enpressions o offer the needad assistance  whon
situation demands as wall

. 88 Camy ot on the spol
correction or re-leach arags whote sludens have
probilems,

7. Language fraining nctivities such a5 debats, quiz,
drama. group discussions, and \ulorals should be

organized 1o familanze sudents wilh cormecl use of
English language.
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Cormected forms

This enable the student to leam

Sudents derives inf o 14 Tm:r.m:::m;ﬁ a o of
5 L - . Fi Shudents dor .-nt.ﬂwnf-:.m.rrum prndid
Risdie = eaches very weil, iz
m*:‘nw b B Some Lecturers loach very well
mator Sudenty Radio news = an important source of
Cagy bectures S Mainly for shidenis infomation for students,
T Class lechures ars manly lor
SO = Biugenis,
;!:r-m-u made g 5 Jeurnals are pubbeations mads al
iMeme regukad menval
ﬂwﬂﬂﬂmm 11 The intoemest pressnts ancther SOt
P y— of information
i FEqUire patience 4 Indensive reading requires paience
TOTAL
FREQUEMCY OF gt
_____———
T m
3ble 2. Selected Subject Vert-Agresment Ervors (Proncuns)
_""E'"Hﬂ EfTors Wumber of coourrence Corected forms
This are materislubocks needed £g These are matenalsbooks
for reading success,

el for resgding sucoeas

5 Thes erables fhe siuden] o learn
ery woll very wel
This help o ensure success in 15 Thiz helps o efsUre SUCCESS in
m SEATHREONS.
Thag wwolve reading from: several i1 This ervolves, readng from sl
SOLNLES, SOLNCES
Thes lead 10 examination fovwe, 3 Thes leads i Expmnabion s,
This types of books are scarce T Thesa types of boows are scarce.
Thes play wital role in one's Tife 4 Thes plarys wial role in one’s ife.
This lecturers are commited lo 3 Thess lecturers afe commitiad fo
work, ok
This include matenals such 2s... B This mcludes matensds such

[

This consist of 3 lot information. z Thes consssts of alot of
Py = nformmation.
Thisg bring joy 1o the student. &5 Thes bnngs joy 1o the: student
These is important for gludents’ 4 Thess ars mporiant for students
progrest .

- 3 H'.' {‘ asihers 12 Mmﬂﬂalﬂﬂﬂ-'ﬂl'ﬂi
mﬂl “W'EEH“ i 1S AN ExplAnanons.
TOTAL  FREQUENCY OF 142
OCCURRENCE B
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Table 3, Solociod Sulject-Vert LIE R Erigey it
- oo} m——
Agrearmont erron T —
] : Corrected lorms =
::mwnr e leclurers (paches _‘_—'---J."E'!!.ﬂ:—'-"mum_m'# The way the locturer toaches
1oguire Thal reguires
It ol 7 by
Tnu_l.rnuh.u 3 ' The boaks conten
F_tudlu- and lelevislon provides i Radia and lolevision provide
Electronic madia 8 Elocironic maetdia pravide
%hrxrtlnn e educationn visils A Excursion 18 n educationai visi
iy 10 They help to
Hmdlmng T s Reading means
Groap discwssion play 8 Group discussion plays
Inlesmed Tacalilios provides q Intemned facilites provida
Totlsonks; Lhin is malerials witlan on. 5 L b
Writlon e,
Leschurer snhance siudon unchersdnnding 19 & wpﬂﬁ[ﬂdmal
It miake you porform well in exnmination 12 ; mﬂHHanmun "
This arlicke oo publications a efickon B U SN
TOTAL FREQUENCY OF 107
OCCURREMNCE

Table 4. Bama Aprooment Enors invalving Intarvening Expressions belwiron Subject and Yarb

Agresmont ermrers Humber of Docurrence __Corrected forms
| usunlly employs the followangs and 5 I usually employ the following
Biraloglas 1o propare my exama sirategies 1o prepare for my
oxaminalions

I make sure thal | attends all vy 2 I make sure thal | atlend all my
lochuros and takis Koy points.. ., loctures and take ey points...
Raddo I8 an  malo  aspect  of 4 Radio Is an avdio Information that
information thst the audisnce lsian o sudlence listens to
Wa can prepare fof axams by reading 9 Wi can prepare Tor expms by
tha materials which e leclurors has reading tha materials which the
prasornbed leciurers have prescnbed
Thesg are ehectronic devices  thd 7 These are eleclronic devices Ehat
passes bformation o people, pass Infarmation to people.

] This i thio wisit students pay to areas

This |s v vislt sfudents pay (o oreas
of efudy that requine leciurens’ or

of sludy thal requires there lechures
and inachers explaining features. and teachers’ explanation of feabwes and
Important aspect about the place they importand aspects of the topics they
v visited. have reabod.

Pulilic spoochis |5 another medium 12 Public speech |5 anolher medum
wiilch studant ans been exposed 1o 50 whore students ore being expasad to
My things, S0 many things,

Shifonls who noeds. to sucomed in L Studems wiha neod 1o succesd in
examination has 1o visils journals examination have (o consull jowrmnals
it contain chronologicel records thal 3 It contains chronological recards thal
ontmils, entall, ...,

TOTAL FREQUENCY OF 4

QOCCURRENCE
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